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FD.R.’s Way With D.C. Press Typified 


By Aftermath to 


+ 
Washington, Aug. 26. | 
e | 


Washington newsmen, who wer 
well burned-up at handling of the 
American end of the press on the 
Roosevelt-Churchill meeting at sea— 
particularly so when London papers 
broke the first intimation that the 
two chief execs would huddle—were 
somewhat abashed when they 
learned that it was the London 
Daily Mail’s D.C. correspondent 
(not even with the Presidential 
party) who got the first inkling of 
the tremendous story. He is Walter 
Farr, local reporter for the London 
Daily Mail. 

First-news that U.S. papers carried 
of the Roosevelt-Churchill meeting 
rumors was Farr’s story cabled back 
to this country by the press associa- 
tions. It naturally brought scream- 
ing queries to the Presidential camp- 
followers who were ensconced in 
exorbitantly-priced hotel rooms in 
Swampscot, Maine, and being fed 
each day with a communique from 
the Roosevelt boat that there was 
no news.’ 

Farr was naturally reticent about 
the source of his great beat. He™ex- 

(Continued on page 55) 








4250 Pop. Burg Plays 
Whiteman at $7,500; 


Other Big Names, Acts' ‘ 


Elko, Nev., Aug. 26. 

Paul Whiteman with his orchestra 
and a floor show, including a line, 
opens a run of nine consecutive davs 
Sept. 6 in the Lounge of the Com- 
mercial Hotel in this Nevada town 
pe 4,250 population. Floor show in- 
— Murtah Sisters and Rosita 

The Commercial hotel's 
(capacity 240), besides Whiteman. 
Played Ray Noble with his band and 
a complete floor show last 
26 through Aug. 2; and Sophie 
Tucker and Ted Lewis’ band recent- 
Played this spot for a week apiece. 


(Continued on page 16) 


Ex-Metop Star Now 
Busking in Polish Town 


Sanok, Poland, Aug. 5. 
pone? Didur, 67, Met basso from 
Y08-28, is supporting himself by 
singing in cafes here. Didur has 
written friends in America pleading 
for tea and coffee. 

The basso was considered one of 
the greatest vocalists in a day when 
great Singers were plentiful. He-was 
semaine general manager of the 
i Opera Co. in 1939 and left 
s. iS new post and the culmina- 
ton of his dreams, only to see Po- 








land destroyed within a week of his | 


arrival, and himself unable to get 
Out of the country. 


Q.T. Churchill Meet 








| DRAMA BY 2 DRAFTEES 


Lounge 


July | 





Film Bioging Paderewski 





Life story of Ignace Jan Pad- 
erewski, Polish  statesman-pianist 
who recently died, is being con- 


sidered by Warner Bros. for filming. 

Although there are a number of 
volumes on Paderewski’s life, WB is 
working on an original. 


Exhibs Point To 





Abbott-Costello As 


OK ‘New Faces 


Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 

Local independent exhibitors are | 
framing a plea to Hollywood to find 
more new stars like Abbott and 
Costello. These theatre owners con- 
tend that the screen needs more 
new stars and faces to hypo the box- 
office. They complain about the 
‘ultra conservatism’ of the producers 
in depending upon the ‘established 
names,’ many of whom, they claim, 
have ‘outworn their boxoffice wel- 
‘ome.’ 
Abbott and Costello have been one 
of the best b.o. tonics of recent years 

(Continued on page 13) 








JONES TO PRODUCE 


St. Louis, Aug. 26. 
‘When the People Rest,’ a court- | 
written by Robert 
and stuart Warrington, 
training at Ft. Leonard 
Rolla, Mo., 100 miles 
being mulled for a 


room meller, 
Meskill 
draftees in 

Wood, near 
from here, is 


|Broadway skowing in the fall. Mar- | 


Lad ss ‘ , s +4: xc jc 
The man behind big entertainment | tin Jones i: 


skedded to produce. 

One of the playwrights’ previous | 
efforts, ‘Command Performance,’ is 
occasionally played in stock. 

Meskill, 26, was drafted, and War- 
rington enlisted. Both had roles in 
‘Time and the Conways,’ which fold- 
ed after a short run on Broadway a 
couple of seasons ago. 


U.S. Defense Stamps 
In Lieu of B.O. Change | 


Dallas, Aug. 26. | 
Loca] theatres are providing a new | 
service for their patrons. In several | 
of the downtown, as well as nabe | 
houses, ticket purchasers may ob- | 
tain national defense stamps instead | 
of the change when buying their | 
tickets. 
Downtown houses say that the | 
patrons are buying the stamps in | 
huge amounts, with nabe houses in | 








proportion 


MORE SHOWS TO 
BOLSTER MORALE 


War Dept., Severely Scored 
for Lack of Proper Enter- 
tainment, Under New 
Plan Will Become _ the 
Greatest Employer of Tal- 
ent—All Types for All 
Camps 





VARIETY THE KEYNOTE 


Washington, Aug. 26. 

War Department, under severe 
fire because of the Army’s alleged 
poor morale and its failure to take 
adequate steps to improve the situ- 
ation, will become—through a civil- 
ian subsid—the greatest employer of 
theatrical talent in the country un- 
der plans now being worked out, it 
has been learned. After a week of 
confabs, budgets for the big-scale 
entertainment program this winter 
are being drawn up on a ‘don't- 

(Continued on page 46) 





DOUBLE-BILL 
LEGIT SHOWS 


Sydney, Aug. 26. 
Minerva theatre here is double- 
featuring its legitimate stage shows, 
being the first time known in thea- 


tricals that such has been done. 
Two plays are presented nightly; 


first at 6 p.m., and the second at 
8:30 o'clock, usual 
many legit houses here. 
o’clock show is at a lower scale than 
the later night performance but 
above the usual matinee prices. Idea 
back of such presentations is to at- 


tract patrons who would go direct 
to the theatre from their work or 
|afternoon cocktails. 

| Whitehall Productions, which in- 


troduced the innovation, gives not 
only different plays with different 


lsets the same night but also separ- | 


ate casts for the two productions, 





N. Y. Nitery Biz Jumping 





Whether it’s defense coin finally 
reaching New York, or whether it’s 
a wartime hysteria, fear of inflation, 
or whatever theory you may have, 
New York’s nite life is jumping these 
days. This is the reaction the boni- 
faces anticipated last spring, and 
they say the upbeat will be even 
more hectic with the fall. It’s been 
good nationally right along. 

The customers are just in a mood 
to make merry, and don’t care about 
the expense 


starting time in| 
The 6) 








Glorifying Bellevue Hosp 





Bellevue hospital, New York city’s 
| giant municipal first-aid station, long 
|considered as a picture possibility, 
is up again. This time Walter Wan- 
ger is mulling it. 

He has registered the labels ‘Belle- 
vue,’ ‘Bellevue Hospital’ and ‘The 
Story of Bellevue Hospital.’ 


6-Day Week For 
Variety Actors, 





Chicago, Aug. 26. 
For the first time in the history of 
show business, variety performers 
will go on a strictly six-day week 
due to union regulations, starting 
|Sept. 10 in Chicago. This deal has 
| been set through the local American 
|Guild of Variety Artists office with 
|several of the key nite spots of 
town. 
| While at first this will be limited 
to nite clubs, it is likely that late: 
this six-day ruling will be enlarged 
to take in theatres also. 
For several years now the 
(Continued on page 16) 


' MONTGOMERY-NUGENT 
PLAN OWN PIC UNIT 


Hollywood, Aug. 26 
Montgomery and Elliott 
planning to form thei! 
film production 





thea- 








Robert 
Nugent are 


own independent 


unit. with the former concentrating | 


on obtaining scripts and the latter 
in charge of direction and technical 
| problems. Not known when the oul- 
fit would actually begin operetion 
or what releasing arrangements have 
| been made. 

Montgomery, currently stationed 
in London as an assistant naval at- 
tache with the U. S. embassy, is un- 
| der contract to Metro, but when his 
diplomatic appointment was recently 
|announced there were rumors his 
| deal with the studio was washed up. 
| Metro officials denied it, however. 
| Nugent is currently directing ‘The 
Male Animal’ at Warners. 


Litvak’s 20th Ticket; And 
It’s Not a Fox Contract 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Hailed on his 20th traffic violation 
in the past three years, director 
Anatole Litvak was fined $200. 
Also given a 60-day suspension of 
his driver’ license in Municipal 
court. 








| Commerce 
|complete record of the 
| cooperation with Government de- 


| partments in the all-out emergency 


First Time Ever 


Hays, Wanger, Freeman, Zanuck, 
Schaefer to Blast 


Warmonger Charge 


Film industry is rapidly complet- 
ing an aggressive program to com- 
bat and refute charges that the 
screen is being used as a propa- 
ganda medium for political inter- 
ventionists. When hearings begin 


|next Wed. (3) before a sub-commit- 


tee of the U. S. Senate Interstate 
Committee, full and 
industry’s 


for national defense will be placed 


dustry leaders. 

Roster of spokesmen has not been 
|entirely agreed upon but among 
| those who will appear before the 
| sub-committee are Will H. Hays, 
| president of Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers & Distributors of America, 
| Inc.; Walter F. Wanger, president of 
the Academy of Motion Picture Arts 
and Sciences; Y. Frank Freeman, 
president of the Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers Association of California; 
and Darryl F. Zanuck, in charge of 
Hollywood film production for the 
'Army. Above group will go to 
| Washington from Hollywood. Of 
the 12 major company executives 
(Continued on page 4) 


| on the record by testimony of in- 
| 








‘Cavalcade of C.B. DeMille 


| Film Triumphs to Theme 


Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 


John Murray Anderson is putting 
on a filmacade of Cecil B. De Mille’s 


|; outstanding productions, covering 28 


years in motion pictures, as an ex- 
travaganza at the Wilshire Bowl 
New ‘Silver Screen’ revue debuts 
Sept. 10 at $10 a head. 

Anderson traces De Mille’s career 
from ‘Sgqaw Man’ through his not- 
able productions down to his latest 


and current film, ‘Reap the Wild 
Wind.’ Among the celluloid dramas 
in between are ‘Male and Female,’ 
‘The Ten Commandments,’ ‘Madam 
Satan,’ ‘The Volga Boatman,’ ‘Joan, 
the Woman,’ ‘The Crusades,’ ‘Don’t 


(Continued on page 13) 





| WOR Show With Foreign 
| Artistes to Hypo Defense 


| A new defense program, using 

only foreign born artistes who nave 
become American citizens or whose 
|sympathies with America are well 
| established, will be inaugurated Sept. 
127 over WOR, New York. The WOR 
'Symphony orchestra, under Alfred 
Wallenstein with Deems Taylor as 
, commentator, will be the permanent 
part of the program. 

Artistes under consideration at the 
|moment include Lily Pons, Bidu 
|Sayao, Bruna Castagna, Jascha Hei- 
|fetz, Elisabeth Rethberg gnd Gio- 
}vanni Martinelli. Program will run 
i from 9-9:30 p.m. on Saturdays 


a + 





| 
a | 
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Book Buys Off, With New Film Trend To 
Originals; ‘Lack the Hwood Tempo : 





With advance galleys of virtually 
s)l books to be published this fall 
already perused by studios, they 
have discovered very little to their 


liking. Book buys, as a result, have 
fallen off shar re trom recent vears 
with the trend tu ng toward orig- 
inals. Many more originals 
usual have been os ight, and at 
pretty good prices 

Lack of interest in the new nove ls 
story editors say, is due to literau 
failing to hit the recent tempo ofl 
Hollywood Fin m colo ny is demand- 
jing speedy, hig ly entertai ning stuf 
(not necessarily comedy) while book 


writers are turning out slower and 
deeper material, apparently as re- 
sult of the same world conflict that 
is causing picture audiences to seek 
the lighter types of product. 

Increasing number of writers seem 
to be turning to the film original as | 
a medium. They find it highly | 
profitable, as a good idea can 
quickly whipped into a shape in| 
which a studio will grab it. Many 
of the originals bought by Holly- 
wood run only 10 typewritten pages 
in length, although most of those 
that earn larger coin are better 
worked out and frequently run from 
60 to 80 pages. 

Originals, too, inasmuch as they 
sre not so long and unwieldy as a 
full-length book, are more easily 
adaptable by their authors to stu- 
dio demands. Often a story is pre- 
sented which editors or a producer 
thinks might be suitable if certain 
changes were made and_—= such 
switches can be worked with a 
minimum of difficulty. 


be | 





Hollywood Story Buys 
Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Metro bought Luke Short’s mag- | 
azine story, ‘Cabin in Manhattan.’ 

Bob Faber and Charles Newman 
sold their musical yarn, ‘Zombie on 
Broadway, to Metro. 

Monogram purchased ‘Borrowed 
Hero,’ by Ben Roberts and Sidney 
Sheldon. 





j 


Songstress Ginny Sims | 
Powders Kay Kyser To | 
Ink 3-Yr. RKO Film Pact 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Ginny Sims is pulling out of the 
Kay Kyser band after four years as 
& songstress, winding up with the 
Lucky Strike air program Oct. 1, 
and stepping into a three-year 
contract with RKO. 





Currently, songstress Sims is 
winding up her role in ‘Playmates. 
Kyser musical picture at RKO. 


Future commitments there call for 
her services as femme lead, without 
the band. Kyser and his musical 
crew leave on an eastern tour in 
October. Miss Sims checks in at 
RKO in December. 





SCHNOZ VICE ‘SNOOKS’ 


Durante’s Dickers to Sub fer Fannie 
Brice on Maxwell 








Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Benton & Bowles 
‘Good News’ 


Brice’s spot on the 


(Maxwell Coffee) program when it | 
options | 


resumes on Sept. 4, with 
for continued stay until Miss Brice 
returns in October. 

Aurora Miranda, Carmen’s sister, 
was also being considered, but a de- 
mand for $500 a shot, four 
minimum, is killing the deal. 





Foy’s Mayoralty Tour 





Bryan Foy and his family appar- 


ently doing a tour of Democratic, 


mayors. After winding up a stay 
with Mayor and Mrs. Edward J. 
Kelley in Chicago they move to 
Long Branch, N. J., this week to play 
guest to Mayor and Mrs. Frank 
Hague of Jersey City. 

Warner Bros. associate producer 
joined his family at the Kelley home 
in Chicago, Monday (25) after com- 
ing on from the Coast. He'll be 
away from the studio about three 
weeks. 





| when 
| Gabel’s 


| Virginian,’ 


{Maureen O'Hara, 


film | 


is negotiating | 
with Jimmy Durante to take Fanny | 


weeks | 





» A 


Back Home Again 


Hollywood Aug. 26. 
Star of the first picture ever 
fled at the present Universal 
studio. Grace Cunard. is back on 
é ot in ‘Appointment For 


Love,’ playing a support role. 


Wharton-Gabel Sue 
20th on ‘New Business’ 
Of 50-Year-Old ‘Aunt’ 


Whether 1941 new stage business 











in a 50-year-old play, ‘Charley’s 
Aunt,’ has certain material values, 
land can be protected against in- 
fringement, will be determined 


Carly Wharton and Martin 
suit against 20th Century- 
Fox Film is threshed out. Wharton 
& Gabel contend that their ‘new 
business’ in the revived stage pro- 
duction on Broadway was plagiar- 
ized by 20th-Fox and are suing for 
an accounting of ham profits to prove 


| their point. 


The film company admittedly ac- 


| quired all rights from the Brandon 


(Continued on page 38) 


METRO’S KAY GRAYSON 
UPPED TO TOP RUNG 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Kathyrn Grayson gets her first top 
role at Metro in ‘The Vanishing 
with Frank Morgan in 








| one of the important roles. 


Frank Borzage is director and 


Edwin Knopf producer. 





RENO CROP 


Renee de Marco, 
Nancy Torres Divorcing 








Reno, Aug. 26. 

Maureen O'Hara, Hollywood ac- 
tress, established residence at Cal- 
‘Neva lodge on tke shores of Lake 
Tahoe, preparatory to _ instituting 
| divorce proceedings against George 
| Brown, English film director. Miss 
|O’Hara was called back to the film 
capital soon after her arrival here, 


however, for re-takes on her recent 
picture. 
| Renee de Marco also here to 


divorce her former partner-husband, | 
|Tony de Marco, who will continue 
the team with a new partner, Sally | 


'(Miss) Jeff Donnell’s 
Film Break by Accident 


(Miss) Jeff Donnell, erstwhile 
| drama teacher and director, now 
fous in strawhat, has been inked 

Columbia to a standard seven- 
 & term player pact. She was 
caught by Max Gordon and Maxwell 


| Arnow, of Col’s Coast talent depart- 
| nent, at the Farragut Playhouse, 
Her husband, 


wit Beach, N. H. 


William R. Anderson, is managing 
director of the house. 

Surprising part of the story is that 
the pair of Col execs landed at the 
theatre by mistake. They were 
looking for new play tryouts, not 
talent, and didn’t know when they 


came that they had already seen the 


bringing her to New York for a 
screen test. 
She’s winding up the season at 


Rye Beach before going to the Coast. 


NAME TRAVEL 
ON AIRLANES 
IN UPBEAT 


By GEORGE FROST 


With approaching fall, travel on 
the Airlines by show biz notably is 
on the upbeat after a somewhat 
tepid summer. 

Gracie Fields blew into the Inter- 
national Marine Terminal, LaGuardia 
Airport, New York, Saturday (23) 
aboard the Atlantic Clipper from 
Lisbon and Londontown, just a few 
minutes after the Duke of Kent had 
whisked through the Airport-on-the- 
parkway from Canada-to-LaGuardia- 








to-Roosevelt in an_ international 
double play that will be recorded 
by Scorekeeper History. {Further 


details on page 2]. 

Another Clipper-tripper with Miss 
Fields was John A. McNeil, general 
manager of the Canadian Press, on 


(Continued on page 42) 


DIETRICH’S SPILL MAY 
LAY HER UP 4 WEEKS 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Marlene Dietrich may be out of | 








Columbia's ‘The Lady Is Willing’ for 
four weeks as result of a fractured | 
right ankle and back ‘injuries sus- 
tained Monday (25) when = she 
stepped on a toy automobile during 
| the making of a scene. Producer- 
director Mitchell Leisen will shoot 


Farragut’s chow. They stayed | 
around, hcwever, and became im- 
pressed with Miss Donnell, later 


| Wednesday. 


| 





THE BERLE-ING POINT : 


By Milton Berle 


PESOS TFOT Tet ete? 





tOt++4+44 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Arrived here on the TWA-Stratoliner Monday—stomach arriving 

Wouldn't say the plane was fast; all I know is that we passed Superman 
three times. 

The trip didn’t take long—only three fainting spells and eight gin- 
rummy games. 

En route from Chicago to Burbank I kissed Joan Crawford so many 
times—I wore out the picture. 

Smooth sailing all night but couldn't sleep a wink. Fellow in the next 
berth had a pinball machine and kept tilting all night. 

Broadway Department 

Jay C. Flippen wires me that silk stockings are getting so scarce they 
now have a pair on display in Tiffany's window. 

They have a new innovation at Grossinger’s this year: 
showers, 

George Jessel, 
at Fort Lee,’ 
too.’ 

Broadway Sam is so absent-minded; 
bought a white shirt. 

Broadway Rose has her picture in a Times Square hat shop with a sign 
under it saying, “This is the last straw.’ (from the picture, ‘Reap the 
Wild Wind.’) 

They are now calling the Theatrical Pharmacy on 46th street the Corn 
Exchange. 

Arthur Treacher has played so many butler parts he’s wound up happy- 
go-lackey (and I don’t mean Al). 

Harry Joe Brown has a horse that’s 
ewn cameraman for photo finishes. 

Erskine Johnson (the columnist) knows an actor who didn’t step out of 
character. His character stepped out of him. 

Music Department 

Do you think BMI music will bring back ASCAP? 

The music business is so slow that Witmark is paying off in Mills, and 
Robbins is paying off in Marks. 

Mack Gordon has gotten so thin that Romo Vincent has taken an option 
on his wardrobe, 

A certain radio comedian goes nowhere without his writers because he 
always wants to have his wits about him. 

Hangnail Descriptions 

Maxie Rosenbloom: Diction-friction . . . Carole Landis: Free, white and 
plenty-fun . . . Arthur Hornblow: Man of Loy’s-town . . . Romo Vincent: 
A walking cabanna . . . Bette Davis: Weeping Willow. 

Observation Department 

Before leaving New York I did a benefit at Camp Dix; did so good they 
wanted to hold me over for two and one-half years . 

When we stopped over in Kansas City saw a barker at a carnival near 
the airport who was dressed to shill. 

In the past couple of weeks this column has been cut so much they're 
using iodine for printer’s ink. 

Eavesdropped at Charley Foy’s 

Eavesdropped at Copacabanna: 
one week.’ 

Eavesdropped at Dave Chasen’s: 
gone in for aluminum.’ 

My brother (the lovable one) has a new racket—smuggling silkworms 
| into the country, 


Sour-cream 


in phoning from Marden’s Rivera, said: 
and his mother replied, ‘Oh, 


‘Mom, I'm over 
so the conscription got you, 


yesterday he went into a store and 


so conceited he brings along his 


‘Oh, him, he’s got that certain nothing.’ 
‘He went from sugar papa to pauper in 


‘She’s not a gold digger anymore, she’s 


Whatever Became of ? 
Lang & Haley 
Espe & Dutton 
30 Pink Toes 
Afterpiece 
Thank Heaven we live in a country where we have a conga line in- 
stead of a front line, 


Gracie Fields Sees Much New Talent 





Tracy & Hay 
Adelaide Bell & Co. 
Eddie Lambert & Minnie Fish 








After the War; Big Boom Now in Eng. 





Cravens, slated for Eddie Cantor's | around her long as possible. 
new Broadway musical. Miss Dietrich was carrying a baby agains 
Mexican actress Nancy Torres|when the accident occurred but : ; 
granted a decree against Frank | managed to save the child prea in- a RISKIN’S MANIFOLD Greatest live entertainment boom 
Chester, Hollywood stylist. After|jury. She's in Cedars of Lebar ;since pre-film days and the de- 
(Continued on page 38) | hospital. | CHORES | IN LONDON velopment of much new talent in 
England are principal show biz phe- 











| 





MAE MARSH’S TERMER | 


Hollywood; Aug. £6. 
Mae Marsh, silent star, has been 
signed to a 20th-Fox termer. 


} 
| 





ABBOTT and COSTELLO 


‘Abbott and Costello are loaded with what it takes to make America 


| laugh itself sick’—Cecelia Ager in PM. 


Currently playing to Smash Business at the RKO Boston, Boston. 
Under Exclusive-Management of EDWARD SHERMAN. 


| New York 


Beverly Hills, Cal. 


‘Frenchy Folies’ Title 


;nomena of the war, Gracie Fields 


| observed Monday (25) on her re- 
Robert Riskin’s current visit to png . a8 ’ 
turn to America from a whirlwind 


London is for a variety of reasons. | ‘ aks om 
One is to arrange for the opening | gr. week tour of the British Isles. 
have of ‘Maat Soka Boe’ which ae | tar English entertainer, during the 

| short stay in her homeland, played 


produced in association with Frank | 
| 70 performances, all but one of them 
Capra for Warner Bros.; another S/in factories and on battleships. 


a bs perio for Liberty maz. may | She returned to New York to begin 
: “ae Prag |another tour to raise funds for 
have a mission to do with the Amer- Britain. Circuit of performances 


ican intelligence services. she made under auspices of British 
| War Relief in the spring and sum- 
mer is reputed to have grossed $132,- 
000. Twenty-eight dates so far have 
been set for her, starting in Nan- 
tucket, Mass., this week. She’ll do 
|many more than that, however, in 
this country and Canada before re- 
(Continued on ctor 55) 


EX- RUSSIAN PRINCE 
SUING LESSER ON PIC 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 





May Be Dropped On 


Tour as Untimely 


When Phil Baker goes on the sl 
as star of an elaborated ‘Folies | 
Bergere’ revue, Clifford C. Fischer 
will probably drop the French tag 
on the theory that anything smack- 
ing of the Vichy government is not 
very popular in the States. 

Fischer is still dickering with Pola 








Negri for the road tour. Former| Claiming he-was ‘book-juggled,’ 
Paramount star recently arrived | Prince Alexis Massainoff, self as- 
from abroad and is currently in| serted scion of the pre-Romanoff 
N.Y. Russian nobility, names Sol Lesser 





defendant in a suit for secret profits 
|}and fraudulent withholding. Its 
Harlan Thompson To | scheduled to be argued in Superior 


° ° | court Wednesday (27). 
B way With New Play Massainoff wants half the profits 
Hollywood, Aug. 26. 


of an early Lesser sound film, ‘Isle 
Harlan Thompson is heading back | of Desire,’ distributed by Principal 
to Broadway with a new legit 


Pictures Corp. Prince avers he 
comedy, ‘Chills and Fever,’ which | handed Lesser 20,000 feet of negative 
he wrote on the Coast. 


of South Sea scenes used in ‘Isle.’ 
Idea is to produce it in New York 








He says his contract stipulated a 
this fall. 50-50 split. 


ae 
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‘MORE, SAYS CARSON CITY 


AFTER TASTE (fF L.A. Defense Workers, on All-Night 
, Spending Binge, Boom Bowling Alleys: 


LA Times Norman Chandler Gives 
Brushoff to Hollywood Studios’ Beef 
On Schallert, F idler and Griffith 








Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Politely but firmly declaring the 
Los Angeles Times would not a.low 
its editorial policy or news cover- 
age to be influenced by demands or 
reprisals of advertisers, and at the 
same time criticizing the quality of 
the average studio and theatre pub- 
licity handouts, as well as news- 
planting methods, Norman Chand- 
ler, prexy and general manager of 
the Times, formally met top ranking 
representatives of studios and thea- 
tre operators at a luncheon confab 
Friday (22). Meeting was the latest 
effort to iron out the recent mad-on 
between the Times, Metro and op- 
erators of Paramount, Warners, 
and Pantages theatres over alleged 
harsh pix panning and the crusade 
against the industry by the Times’ 
film editor, Edwin Schallert. 

Chandler, supported by Times 
editors and writers, met Y. Frank 
Freeman, Louis B. Mayer, Harry M. 
Warner, Howard Strickling and 
Harry Brand, representing the pro- 
ducers, and batting for the theatre 
operators were Charles Skouras, 
Marco Wolf, Lou Halper, Thornton 
Sargent and Rodney Pantages. 

Chandler requested ‘more consid- 
eration’ on news and information 
for his column writers, and strongly 
objected playing second fiddle to 
Louella Parsons on exclusive mat- 
ter. 

The  filmers’ reiterated 
Griffith were met with the reply 
that as long as both were ‘accurate 
and unbiased,’ material would be 
published. The matter of Time crix 
catching tradeshowings of important 
pix will be discussed later with 
studio heads. 


MORE FROM HOLLYWOOD 


TO FORT MONMOUTH, NJ. 


Fort Monmouth, N. J., Aug. 26. 
Recent Hollywood arrivals in the 
Training Film Production Unit here 
include Bob Presnell and David F. 
Silverstein. Presnell, writer and pro- 
ducer, bears the rank of major and 
carries on a family tradition—his 


father was a colonel in the Medical | 


Corps at this post. Silverstein, who 
worked at Columbia, has the rank 
of captain. 


Arrival a few days earlier of First | 


Lieut. Julian Blaustein, former as- 
(Continued on page 54) 


Izaak Walton Habit 





Nicks ‘Rochester’ $500 | Gad Wemare > seported ED” 





Eddie ‘Rochester’ Anderson's yen 
for fishing cost him $500, the amount 
of fine levied on him by Music Corp. 
of America when he was 40 min- 
utes late for the first show at the 
Strand theatre, N. Y., Thursday 
morning (21). Colored comic has 
been going fishing every 


efter the last show, returning the 


following morning, but this particu- | 


lar time the boat was late. 

When Rochester failed to put in 
an appearance, MCA, which owns 
the unit, asked Kitty Murray, also 
colored, to do a single in his place. 
This she refused to do because 
‘venga MCA nor the Strand billed 
ser in N.Y,, although she got mar- 
Quee mention out of town. 

Without a replacement, the house 
vamped with shorts and then Clyde 
oo band vamped some more un- 
1 Rochester finally showed up. 





Selznick Options Young 
Met Op Auditions Winner 


Lansing Hatfield, 27 - year - old 
etropolitan Opera audition winner, 
me been screen tested by David 
ay who has taken an option 
iS serviees to mid-September. 
7 The baritone will play 56 concerts 
sei for him by Columbia. 


vv 


beefs | 
against Jimmy Fidler and Richard | 


night | 


Patriotism Defined 


Artie Shaw is definitely patri- 
otic. 

In view of Government pleas 
to conserve woolens where pods- 
sible, Shaw, in ordering 60 suits 
for his new 30-piece band from 
Leeds, New York, insisted that 
they all be single-breasted and 
minus vests. 








H’wood Defense Interest 
‘Phoney,’ Says Saroyan; 
No Deal Set for ‘Life’ 





San Francisco, Aug. 24. 
Editor, VARIeTy: 

Correction. 

My ojier to ‘the motion picture 
manufacturers’ has not been taken 
up, as you report, on Aug. 20. I 
telegraphed Harry Cohn, a motion 
picture manufacturer operating a 
studio, expressing my enthusiasm 
for Columbia Studios’ acceptance of 
my offer, but received no reply. 

Does Variery deliberately join 
to distort the truth? My advertise- 








ment was published in your paper 
at my expense, to show my good 
faith. I was sincerely eager for the 
| offer to be accepted on behalf of 


National Defense. I am convinced 
now, however, that Hollywood's | 
interest in National Defense is 
phoney. 





Consequently, the play is again 
for sale at the regular price, $250,- 
1000. This money will not be donated 
|to National Defense. As in the case 
lof all other similar sales, it will be 
donated to the playwright. I have 
set this price, which I regard as a 
fair one, on the basis of sums re- 
cently paid to other playwrights for | 
other American plays. I, nobody | 
ielse, can determine the value of a| 
| work of art of which I am the au- | 
| thor. 


Anybody, irregardless, can 





ithe film rights to the play for $250,- | 


| 000 
Anybody I respect can have it for 
much less. 
I have absolutely no connection 
with any independent producer 
named Lester Cowan. I believe he 
can read. Now let’s all relax and go 
about our business. 
William Saroyan. 


indie | 


[Lester Cowan, a Columbia | 


producer, had expressed interest in 





‘SANGER’S FAMED CIRCUS 
VICTIM OF ‘BLACKOUT’ 


London, Aug. 26. 

‘The blackout beat us,’ James| 
| Sanger, descendant of the man who| 
founded Sanger’s Circus more than | 
120 years ago, announced today 
(Tuesday) as it was revealed that} 
the show would go on the auction | 
block Sept. 15. 
Sanger said shortage of labor and | 
gasoline and lack of food for the 
animals made running the circus | 
almost impossible. Circus was one | 
of the oldest and best known in the} 
world. | 


Alec Moss to DeMille? 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Alec Moss, Paramount exploitation 
head in New York, may take the 
William Pine post in the Cecil B. De- 
Mille unit. Pine recently signified 
that all-out concentration on pro- 
duction activities of the Pine-Thomas 
unit at Paramount required his with- 





{ 
| 





drawal from ])eMille. 
Pine is now in New York. 





| not 
|stated, ‘It is 


have | 





JCATION’ TRADE 


Par’s Lavish Spending ‘An- 
drew’ Company, Filming 
Scenes in Nevada’s Capi- 
tal, Enriches and Inspires 
Citizenry — Officials 
Ask Studios to Come Back 
Again and Often 


os 


SENDING GOVERNOR 








Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Carson City, Nevada’s capital, is 
the latest bidder for the ‘location 
trade’ from motion picture com- 
panies. Town’s population of around 
2,400 had a sample of film spend- 
ing while Paramount’s ‘The Remark- 
able Andrew’ locationed there and 
as a consequence the city fathers 
are preparing data to let the studios 
know just what is available in the 
way of scenery and other pho- 
tographic possibilities in the hope 

(Continued on page 38) 


IMITATIONS OK 
IF NOT DONE IN 
RIDICULE 


—_——--—— 





Decision of Justice Denis F. Cola- |} 


han in N.Y. supreme court denying 
Mae Murray’s right to an injunction 


against Billy Rose’s presentation at | | 

| her to all sorts of places to an ex- 
| tent ordinarilly beyond the means 
|of her 


;mulled by Universal for a film. Ad- 


the Diamond Horseshoe of ‘Merry 
Widow Waltz’ with other perform- 
ers, has an important legalistic angle, 


| inasmuch as the decision allows per- 
‘formers to duplicate or imitate acts | 
of others, provided the imitation is | 


The court 
of common 


ridicule. 
a matter 
knowledge that skilled 
have become famous and financially 
successful as imitators. 

‘Veteran theatre-goers will well 
recall Elsie Janis and Cissy Loftus 

(Continued o1. page 16) 


TIBBETT, AT 56, WILL 
PREEM FORD PROGRAM 


The Ford winter program gets 


one of 





| underway Sept. 28 with Lawrence 


Tibbett making his initial debut of 
the 1941-42 season. The 
will get $5,000 for his vocal efforts 


and Sir Thomas Beecham will be 
conductor, 
Other bookings are Lily Pons in 


November at $5,000, with this singer 
receiving the same sum for opening 
the Coca Cola hour Sept. 28; Richard 


| Crooks, who will receive $4,500 each 
for two appearances; Jascha Heifetz, | 


who will receive $5,000 for an ap- 
pearance in January; Josef Hof- 
mann, whose appearance on Oct, 19 
will net him $6,000, and Lansing 
Hatfield, who will receive $1,000 for 


|a fall appearance. 





No Gambling, Saratoga 
Puts Lid on Talent Too 





With the gambling lid on tight at 


Saratoga, the bigger spots have cut 
their show nuts considerably. 
ness has been very sad. 


Thus Joe E. Lewis and Emil Cole- 
man’s orch finished Sunday night 
(24), a week ahead of schedule, at 
Piping Rock, with that spot now 
marking time till closing with the 
Copacabana Revue and a relief orch. 

Arrowhead likewise trimmed its 
costs when Sophie Tucker left Sun- 
day night. 


to. 


performers | 


baritone | 


age 





Theatres Yenning for Some of ‘Gravy 








| Epilog 





Hollywood, Aug. 29. 

When John Kimbrough, Texas 
football star, gallops into action 
this week as star in ‘Lone Star 
Ranger’ at 20th-Fox, he will be 
supported by William Farnum, 
who starred in the same picture 
for Fox Films back in 1923, 
when he was drawing $10,000 a 
week. 











| 


Cantor, Jessel Again 
In Friendly Rivalry Via 
Opposing N. Y. Musicals 


The Cantor-Jessel friendly rivalry 
that has obtained on Broadway since 
their graduation from Gus Edwards’ 
vaudeville acts is born anew this 
coming season when both will op- 
pose each other with stage musicals, 
each with his own capital invested, 
and both starred in competitive pro- 
ductions. It’s further heightened, 
| even in its preliminary stages, by the 
i fact that Romo Vincent and The De- 
| Marcos, whom Jessel wanted for his 
| ‘High Kickers,’ have been signatured | 
| by Cantor for ‘Banjo Eyes,’ the mu- 
sicalized version of ‘Three Men on a 
Horse.’ Other Cantor cast additions | 








Cantor is investing 50% with War- | 
ner Bros. in ‘Eyes,’ as a prelude to a | 
WB filmization thereof. Jessel has | 
| his own coin, plus Al Bloomingdale | 
et al., in ‘Kickers,’ which will co-star | 

Sophie Tucker and himself. 








EARL CARROLL MAPS 
BROADWAY MUSICAL 


Earl Carroll plans a return to 
| Broadway this coming winter with a 





|of recreation, at 
|bowling is concerned. 


| 


| book musical, ‘Ain’t She Pretty,’ by | 


Milton Lazarus. Producer is cur- 
rently trying to set an out-of-town 
preem in Washington around mid- 
| November. 

Cast will include most of the fea- 
tures currently in his pop theatre 


| 
| 
| 


lunit this week at the State-Lake, 
| Chicago, plus others. They will 
comprise Bert Wheeler, Cynda 
Glenn, Slate Bros., Weire Bros., and 
| Buster Shaver with Olive and 
| George. 
| From Chicago the Carroll unit 
works its way south to a six-day 


|date for the Texas State Fair, Oct. 
4-9. at the Auditorium in Dallas. 
Following this, Carroll will revamp 
it into the book show. 


Bojangles’ Plenty Jive 
Strawhat, ‘Hot’ $12,500 


"The Hot Mikado,’ with Bill Rob- 

inson, set a near-record for a straw- 
hat engagement last week at the 
Maplewood theatre, Maplewood, N. 
| J. Grossed about $12,500 for eight 
| performances in the 1,41l-seat 
| house, at a top of $1.65 evenings and 
| 77c matinees. 
Only show even to top that figure 
;at the spot was Helen Hayes in 
‘Ladies and Gentlemen,’ which did 
| about $14,000. 


3 Bolger Gets Ball 


| Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Femme lead opposite Ray Bolger 
‘in ‘Hit the Deck’ at RKO goes to 
‘Lucille Ball, following ker stint in 
| ‘Passage to Bordeaux.’ 

| Film version of the old stage mu- 
|sical is set for late fall production, 
lwith Bert Lahr and Buddy Ebsen 
jin top comic roles. 








Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 
Rip Van Winkle, a pretty fair 
country bowler in pre-Revolution- 
ary days, would be aroused from his 
20-year sleep today if he heard the 
arguments about 24-hour bowling 


among the City Fathers of Los An- 
geles. The idea is to let the bowl- 
ing alleys run all night—something 
that neve: happened in the Catskills, 
even when Hendrick Hudson and his 
ghostly crew were playing at nine- 
Dins, 

Meanwhile, theatre owners with 
ears attuned to the jingle of noc- 
turnal coin, are putting in a few sly 
nudges, hoping to make it a free- 
for-all. 


In Los Angeles County, outside the 
city limits, the airplane factories and 
other defense plants are working in 
three eight-hour shifts, and the boys 
and gals seek recreation at various 
hours of the day and night. With 
air-conditioned equipment and hot 
money in the form of regular wages, 
the county bowling alleys kave 
thrown away the keys to the front 
doors and are thriving continuously. 

Kegler spots inside the city limits 
want to grab some of the gravy and 
are nudging their representatives in 
the city council to loosen the hours 
least as far as 





j}are Lionel Stander and Don Saeiee! ? 
Maxine Barrett. iPM \) CINDERELLA GAG 


MAY BECOME A FILM 


Idea of PM, New York daily, in 
picking an ‘average girl’ and taking 





and her friends, is being 


ventures of PM’s gal provides a 
picture layout for the sheet each 
Sunday. 


Universal last week registered the 
label, ‘Miss Average Girl,’ which is 
also what PM terms its femme. 


| 
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Continued Wall St. Interest in Pix 
Stocks Reflects Upped B.0. Prospect 


While current strong earnings and 
the immediate prospect of increasea 
profits undoubtedly figured in an- 
other bull move of film compan) 
shares last week, fresh interest at- 
tached to amusement stocks in the 
past 10 days admittedly stems from 
the rosy fall boxoffice ‘prospects. 
After waiting six to eight months 
past the time when the bulk of 
national defense billions was 


port that this additional coin in cir- 
culation is beginning to reach film 
the:tre boxoffices. 

Any upswing or downbeat in the 
nation generally is not felt by film 
houses for 
after other businesses reflect 
trend. Hence, exhibitors figure the 
billions being spent for national de- 
fence (plus additional billions for 
lease-lend aid to the Allies) will 


start being reflected in a real way | 
in the next few months, aided, of | 


course, by the customary pickup 


at theatre wickets with the arrival | 


of Labor Day (Sept. 1). 


Upswing in the stock market last | 


week saw film shares picked up and 
whirled into one of the favorite, 
active groups on the New York 
Stock Exchange, three days out of 
five. 
days, last Wednesday (20), turnover 
in picture company issues was com- 
paratively huge, with all types of 
traders attracted to film shares. On 


sup- | 
posed to have been allocated, dif-| 
ferent sections of the U.S. now re-| 


six months to a year, 
the | 





Quotations 
Here's what principal picture 
company shares did in last 
week's stock market: 
Columbia Pictures common— 
climbed 114 points to new 1941 
high, at 7'2. Preferred ad- 


vanced to 28, new peak. 
Paramount common—up near- 
lv a point to new high, 15's. 
First preferred soared 5% points 
net to 1941 peak at $110. Second 
preferred to 135%, a new high for 
year. 
Pathe—new high at 14%. 
Loew's common—up 15% to new 
peak for year, 367g. Preferred 
advanced same to 1941 high, at 
110. 


Twentieth-Fox common—new 


1941 peak at 8%. Preferred 
nearly one point higher, also 
new high, at 21%. 

Universal first preferred— 


soared 9 points to new high price 
of $161. Common, advanced 35x 
to fresh peak at 25%. Certifi- 
cates for common, climbed one 
point to 9%, also a new high. 
Warner Bros. common— 
climbed to new high, 5'%. 








On one of the most active | 





NOMINATE ARNOLD FOR 
SAG PREZ REELECTION 





| Well, Lilian Is! 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
| Lilian Bond inked a contract as 
the first screen plaver tempted back 
to Broadway by Lee Ephraim for 
his legit show, ‘Women Aren't 
' Angels,” which goes into rehearsal 
about Sept. 1. 
ering with Reginald Denny. 

Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, will direct 
the musical starring Bobby Clark. 


VOX POPPING 
~ ‘WARMONGER’ 
ISSUE 





Detroit, Aug. 26. 


Public and exhibitors in this sec- 
tion—still notoriously isolationist— 
are exchanging bitter words on the 
propaganda charges versus the pic- 
tures. Most of the squabble is not 
confined to the theatre lobbies but 
has hit the letterbox columns where 
j}lately the theatre operators are 
| showing more courage in sassing 
back those making the charges. On 
same days as- high as a third of the 
letters to Ye Ed have been bandying 
'the charges and answers with the 
| exhibitors finally sufficiently aroused 
‘to hit back. (For awhile opinion 
| had been if they just kept mum, the 
matter would die out naturally.) 

Typical example of the exchanges: 


Ephraim is also dick- | 


The Washington Idea on Hollywood 





Washington, Aug. 26. 


| Opinion among some of Washington's well-informed correspondents, 
_although they have little sympathy with the impending probe of the film 


|industry by the Clark Senatorial 


subcommittee, 
|least in part, brought the investigation on itself. 


is that Hollywood, at 
Clark committee wil! 


| look into alleged pro-war propaganda in films and radio. 
Newsmen are inclined to think that the picture industry has made itself 


which brought on 


that-be. 


‘interventionists.’ 


tached to the committee. 


exhibited by Hollywood. 


the consent decree. 


'slightly foolish by the quantity of administration boot-licking it has been 
doing since the early days of rumors of the impending monopoly suit 


They believe that the industry 


has gone overboard in its anxiety to get on the right side of the powers- 


They have not lost sight, however, that there are more factors behind 
the probe than meets the eye—aside from the desire of the isolationists 
to make capital of any angle at all of the activities of those it considers 
Other important factors, they point out, are the hatred 
of big business and the strongly anti-Semitic feeling of many members 
of Congress from small, hinterland districts. 
of a number of men from these territories and they consider Hollywood 
the combined epitome of both their pet hatreds. 

On the other hand, to seasoned observers here, it appears that Holly- 
wood and New York have an exaggerated picture of the importance at- 


It is well-recognized for what it is and only the 
| isolationist papers will sensationalize any findings, it is said. 

Best way to meet the attack in unanimous opinion, is for the men in- 
vited to appear and be completely frank. 
thing to hide and laying everything on the table should bring desired 
results, it is said, since it must be remembered that polls show public 
opinion to be well weighted in favor of the same type of patriotism as 


Clark committee is made up 


There doesn't seem to be any- 

















Film Moguls to Answer Slurs 


Continued from page 1 


| 











headquartered in New York who , type of motion picture in each in- 


“he 








that day, six different issues reg- | ‘Becontly many letters on. have been ‘invited’ to appear before | stance. 
istered new 1941 highs, two equalled | metiveeed A 26 | oma in the Votes be the a the Senate body, only George J.| ‘We will greatly appreciate this co- 
previous peaks for the year, while | — . whee — ue | ple ~ vanes agama: the pic rns - | Schaefer, chairman of the coopera-| operation, and believe that a full 
gains of two to three points plainly | _ ne ing peers om we er bap tng a motion — ures. |tive defense committee of the in-| disclosure prior to any hearing 
attested to the bidding for picture Screen Actors Guild has selecte Since when do these pictures | dustry, is likely to testify. would give this commitiee a con- 
company issues. Edward Arnold for re-election to a condemning Hitlerism become | an Mnebentiihe Cian ception 6¢-the existent. situation.’ 
g second term as president. objectionable? These pictures | ° . 
Par Acuve Others reporied named for re- are no more propaganda than | In substance, this is the program! All of the film companies will com- 

All three Paramount issues, with! election are George Murphy, Paul most newspaper articles we | as agreed upon yesterday (Tues.) | Ply with the request. 
the first preferred soaring more! Harvey, Walter Abel, v.p.s; Lucille read. | by the advisory group consisting of | Ee 
than 2 points, and Universal first | Gjeason, recording secretary: Porter | ‘Being a theatre manager I see | Austin C. Keough, of Paramount, J 
preferred and certificates of the Hall. treasurer. | most of these movies. They al- | Robert Rubin, of Loew's and Jos- AGAIN JURY DISAGREES ] 
common (listed on the curb) came | | ways leave me with a sense of eph H. Hazen, of Warners. Sugges- | 
in for plenty attention. Wall St.) : | thanks that I am living in a free | tions from numerous sources that | IN FOX BRIBERY TRIAL 
heard that the climb in both Par Lo Geh . Film B (0) America. I am sure this is the | Hays should take to the air chan- | 
common and first preferred is predi- u nig 10g A wavy most good Americans feel | nels and make a public reply to oii 


cated on expectation that the latte: for 1 have few complaints.’ | Senator Gerald P. Nve (Rep.. N.D.), 


cmuht te ented te Philadelphia, Aug. 26. 


on a basis of | First: Babe Ruth at Bet Theatre Manager. | who recently blasted the film in-| | ; ; 
seven common shares for one of | Rebuttal dustry in a national CBS broadcast,| The Government's second | con- 
the preferred. Advance in Univer- | ib cane ; |have been put aside for the more | SPiracy trial of retired U. S. Circuit 
sal common certificates apparently | Hollywood, Aug. 26. Theatre Manager must be | effective i Judge J. Warren Davis ‘and Morgan 


‘ ‘ technique of answering 
was tied in on reports that the com-| Babe Ruth, who was Lou Lehrig’s very dense indeed if he can see | charges in a 


public hearing in S. Kaufman, bankruptcy referee, ac- 
pany is nearing some solution of its | idol in the days of ‘Murderers’ Row’ | 0thing objectionable in the | Washington. cused of accepting bribes from Wil- 
corporate simplification which | on the Yanks, is about to have his| flood of hate propaganda films On the surface of events during | liam Fox, ex-film magnate, ended 


would leave these shares as the sole 
cutstanding stock in public hands. 
U officials, however, denied there 
were any fresh developments but 
that the company still wanted to 
simplify its stock setup. 

Overall financial picture for pic- 
ture shares is viewed in the Street 
as being linked to boom economic 
conditions in defense communities 


career pictured at 20th-Fox 
Mark Hellinger producing. 
In their baseball days Ruth batted | 
ahead of Gehrig, but in Hollywood | 
the situation is reversed, with Gold- | 


with | 


| wyn’s ‘Lou Gehrig’ pix batting ahead 


of Zanuck. The 20th-Fox picture 





the unwary amusement seeker is 
having thrust at him nowadays. 

‘When I go to the movies I go 
in the fond hopes of being enter- 
tained-——not to be preached to, or 
to be told whom I must hate. I 
suggest that if the movies want 
to carry on a hate campaign, 
that they bill this type of picture 


| the past week, there has been a'! 
| tranquility and appearance of uni- | 
fied industry action which has kept | 


| subdued a widespread bitterness 


| occasioned by the broadcast of Sen. | 
| Nye, which was made several days | 


| prior to the adoption of the Senate 
| exploratory resolution. By implica- 
| tion and the repetition of names of 


Friday (22) with the same result as 
the first—a hung jury. 

The vote of the Federal Court 
jurors as they were discharged after 
12 hours of wrangling stood seven to 
five for conviction. The first trial, 
last May, wound up with the jurors 
at a six-to-six deadlock. Walter H. 
| Gahagan, special Government prose- 


will be tithed ‘King of Swat.’ 
| as such and charge no admission. |indusitry executives, Nve injected |cutor and nephew of aciress Helen 
Inereased spending in cities where RKO Borrows Vidor I have avoided seeing many pic- | anti-Semitic issues into the debate. | Gahagan, said he would move for a 
immense defense contracts are im- | tures I would like to have seen Unless he appears before the sub-| third trial within the next few days. 
proving employment and giving ex-| : , Hollywood, Aug. 26. | simply because they were on the committee, -which is believed ex- The jury was discharged by Judge 
tra pay is percolating into theatre _ Charles Vidor moved over from | same program with one of those | tremely unlikely. this phase will be} Hugh D. McLellan after four ballots 
cash registers, the financial district |Columbia to RKO on a loanout deal obnoxious propaganda films. | avoided. it is believed by sub-com- | showed the same results, seven to 
hears. Also that this ultimately will - = we The _Tuttles of Tahiti.” a That's why Theatre Manager mittee members. five for conviction. All three women 
be reflected in other spots not di- tee a — yarn starring| hasn't seen me nor had many It has been reported to the steering members on the jury voted for ac- 
. . ‘ ae varles Laughton. omplaints. T , ob: ’ et ; ; +3 

rectly benefitted by defense work. | Pict Us _ ; complaints. ; That s probably lecommittee that the procedure at the | quittal,h When questioned, the ac- 
This is seen in rising prices in grain icture is the first job for Islin| why his business is off, too.’ |Senate hearing will open with in-|quittal-minded jurors said the Gov- 

centers, railroad towns, oil cities Auster as a producer at Columbia. | W. E. W. |‘ a ; al ler ‘ ac 
and other spot ; " _ . |}dustry opponents urging a general | ernment had not made out a clear- 
ther spots. : However, despite the risk of keep- | investigation of the charges con-|cut case showing that Judge Davis 

Upping of prices for all commodi- ing the theatre | e 


controversy alive, 


L. A. TO N. 





ties is held certain to bolster the | | managers here now have come to the | tained in the resolution authorizing a actually Baer mt ; ~~ vc ' 
industry's admission price structure | Je’ome Beatty. lopinion it has been too much of a 2C¥OM. The resolution accuses films | ¥ Ox . Lt ciety seat atesaad ” " 
80 that. in addition to increased at- | Ingrid Bergman. | one-day argument and intend to pro- and radio of spreading propaganda jos oan’ whi A ” a" a ie | 
tendance, admittance tilts will be-| Jack Bernhardt. | tect themselves by answering their | directed to one side of the impor- | 5 — ee oe s <page 
come practical. Louise Campbell. jcourt. Kaufman was accused of be- 


E. Riskin Scrams Col. 
Hollywood, Aug. 26. 


Everett Riskin, with Columbia for 
eight years, moves out Oct. 6 at the 


expiration of his producer contract, | 


leaving urfinished his latest assicr 
ment, the Cary Grant 
Twilight.’ 

During his eight years at Colum- 
bia, the only studio he ever worked 
for, Riskin has produced some out- 
standing pictures. among 


starrer, 


Wild,’ and ‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan.’ 
currently gruxsing heavily. 


for ‘Mr. Twilight.’ 





‘Son’ Awaits Power 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Shooting schedule for ‘Son of 
Fury’ is being delayed a day by 20ih 
Century-Fox to permit Tyrone 
Power to fly back to the Coast from 
Westport, Conn. 

Aetor is co-starring with his wife. 
Annabella, this week in a strawhat 
revival of ‘Liliom,’ closing Saturday 
night (30), at Westport, Conn. 


‘Mr. | 


which | 
were ‘The Awful Truth,’ ‘One Night | 
of Love,’ ‘Holiday,’ ‘Theodora Goes | 


Colum- | 
bia has not yet assigned a producer | 





Harry Carey. 
Hoagy Carmichael. 
Madeleine Carroll. 
Wally Coombs, 
Kyle Crichton. | 


' 


Irving Cummings 
Cynthia Davis. 
Eddie Davis. 
Reginald Denham. 

Humphrey Doulens. 
Tom Dugan. 

James P. Hogan. 
Christopher Isherwood. 
Michael Kanin. 

Nancy Kelly. 

Ring Lardner, Jr. 
Horace MacMahon. 
Raymond Massey. 
Joseph McConville. 
Ray Milland. 

Abe Montague. 

Frances Neal. 

Mary Orr. 

Jean Parker. 

Olga Petrova. 

William Pine. 

Cole Porter. 

Elmer Rice. 

Jack Schlaifer: 

Louis Schurr. 

George Sidney. 

Three Stooges. 

Harlan Thompson. 
John Van Druten. 

Vera Zorina. 





detractors. 





‘LONE RANGER’ TAKES A BRIDE! (¢0""" 


RKO is 
distaff switch on “The Lone Ranger,’ 
radio show which Republic convert- 
ed into a couple serials in 1938 and 
1939. 

Studio last week staked claim to 
the label: ‘Mrs. Lone Ranger.’ 


N.Y. to L.A. 
Mrs. Bud Abbott. 
Mrs. Lou Costello. 
Ned Depinet. 
Matty Fox. 
Gladys Hurlbut. 
Jack Kapp. 
Keith Kiggins. 
Alexander Korda. 
Joe Norden. 
Roy Norr. 
Hal Roach. 
Fred Runyon. 
Eddie Shermen. 
A. W. Smith, Jr. 
Cresson E. Smith. 
Bob Williams. 
Meredith Willson. 
Herman Wobber. 


SAILING» 


Aug. 22 (Los Angeles to Honolulu), 
Frank Lloyd ‘Lurline). 


apparently aiming for a! 


tant debate now being held, not only 


in Congress but throughout the} 
The preamble further | 
states, ‘This - propaganda reaches 


weekly the eyes and ears of a hun- 
| dred million people the 
hands of groups interested in involv- 
ing the United States in war.’ 

| Schedule 

| Proponents for further investiga- 
tion are expected to occupy the sub- 
| committee's attention from the open- 
ing session (3) until the weekend 
recess. Film leaders are prepared to 
testify beginning Mon. (8). Senate 


and is in 


Idaho, chairman; Homer T. Bone, 
Wash.; Ernest W. MacFarland. Ariz.., 
Democratic members, and Charles 
W. Tobey, N. H., and C. Wayland 
Brooks, I1l., Republicans. 

As a preliminary to the investiga- 
tion the sub-committee sent to major 
film companies during the past week 
letters requesting data on films re- 
leased during the past 18 months. 
Letters were signed by Sen. Clark, 
and read: 

‘This committee desires to be ad- 
vised of the facts pertinent to the 
enclosed resolution. Would you 
please send us a list of your pictures 
of the last season, and the balance 
of this season, together with the title 
of the picture. the director, the prin- 
cipal actor and a description of the 





listeners include D. Worth Clark, of | 


ing the go-between. 
Fox pleaded guilty to the bribery 


|charge before the last Davis trial 
and is awaiting sentence. The court, 
however, is holding up the sen- 
tencing until the Davis-Kaufman 


RKO Lifts Dusty ‘Carrie’ 
Off Shelf for Warrick 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

RKO assigned Ruth Warrick to 
the title role in ‘Sister Carrie,’ the 
Theodore Dreiser story which the 
studio has been carrying on the 
shelf for three years. Yarn is slated 
as Graham Baker's second produc- 
tion on the RKO lot, 

Miss Warrick is currently busy in 
| Edward Small’s ‘Corsican Brothers.’ 
Recently she worked in ‘Citizen 
Kane’. 








Rosita to States 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 26. 
Rosita Moreno shoved off for Hol- 
lywood after finishing a starring role 
in an Argentine picture produced 
here by Baires Films. 


steamer, Brazil, Sept. 8, after which 
she moves west to Hollywood. 





Actress due in New York on the ~ 
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1940-41 Product Delivery 


(Sept. 1, 1940-Aug. 30, 1941) 





Columbia 
SE Sc cee ge eed eets ee eiae be 
po rr eer 
in hb bc e555 5000 0:00 
Ne Sates aha oe Seca gee 
20th-Fox* 
TITRE PAPTII 6 usc ce ccacees 
NNR, a5 us bb's 0 6:0.040'0:b 00% 
WOPHEE DOE. obs c cctivecccns 


SE. ¢usavadacas 


eeeeeee 


Promised Delivered 

i. 57 
ooo 8 Go 8) 48 
coe ae 44 
o- oF 58 
oe ae 45 
+. ae 48 
oo 19 
oe ae 59 
ee 48 49 


roe a 427 


[Columbia and Fox each have a 1940-41 picture which they will deliver 


after Sept. 1. 


There were seven reissues (Metro, 2; Paramount, 1; RKO, 2; 


Warner Bros., 2) in addition to the above deliveries, making total deliveries 


434.) 





*Season started Aug. 1, 1940, and ran to July 31, 1941. 








Panic-Stricken NW 


Exhibs Asking 


Distribs to Loosen Up Product; 
Col, U and Indies Reap Harvest 





Minneapclis, Aug. 26. 

Panic-stricken because further de- 
lay looms for the start of 1941-42 
selling in Minnesota by the five 
major decree companies, and because 
the entire product situation is 
shrouded with uncertainty, a num- 
ber of independent exhibitors, 
threatened with an insufficiency of 
pictures to maintain normal opera- 
tions, are pleading with exchanges 
to find a way out of the present 
impasse, according to local branch 
managers. 

Companies’ refusal to seil is the 
result of tke enactment of the Min- 
nesota state law, sponsored by 
Northwest Allied, invalidating the 
consent decree’s groups-of-five sell- 
ing plan and requiring companies to 
make deals for the entire season’s 
product. The constitutionality of the 
law now is being attacked in the 
courts and, it has been indicated, 
there’li be no selling at least until 
after the court rules on a temporary 
injunction application. 

Judge Hugo Hanft’s decision may 
not be returned for a month or 
more. If the companies then are 
willing to sell, several 
weeks are likely to 


elapse . before 


proper machinery can be set up to| 


permit the selling, either under the 
consent decree or state law, for 
which the court decision is expected 
to pave the way. This might carry 
the selling ban well into October. 
Counting on Par Chain 
Northwest Allied leaders are bank- 
ing on the fact that the big Para- 
mount circuit in the territory (Min- 
nesota Amus. Co.) will need pictures 
s00n. They feel certain that the 
companies will not force that chain 
to close down for lack of product 
and, their counsel has told them, the 


distributors can’t sell Paramount and | 


refuse to deal with them. 

Playing almost ‘under the gun,’ 
One exhibitor told an exchange man- 
ager this week that he now has only 
enough of the type of pictures that 
his house always has used to carry 
him into the second week in Septem- 
ber, Another was reported as de- 
claring he had nothing beyond Sept 
12. Many are in need of Sunday pic- 
tures and there’s plenty worrying, 
according to the branck managers. 

The situation, however, is built to 
order for Columbia, Universal, Re- 
Public, P.D.C. and Monogram which 


are reaping a harvest by selling un- | 


der the state law. They report that 
they’re getting the best deals they’ve 
ever had; some of their present ac- 
counts never bought from them be- 
fore and others haven’t been sold in 
Tecent years, 


Wie an effort to bring matters to a 
Northwest Allied, which has been 
Permitted to intervene—filed “the 
briefs requested by the court in the 
temporary injunction hearing well 
ahead of the two weeks’ time limit 
allowed, It is hoped this will ex- 
Pedite the court’s action. However, 
the plaintiffs will be permiited 10 
“ays to reply to the briefs and then 
(Continued on page 20) 


+ 


additional | 


ad, the defendants—the state and | 





Locale for Gams 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Walter Lang fets the direction 
ticket on the Betty Grable Techni- 
color starrer, ‘Song of the Islands,’ 
|which William LeBaron will pro- 
|due at 20th-Fox this fall. 
Currently Ott Brower, director of 
ithe second unit, is in Hawaii, shoot- 
ing footage of authentic 
scenery and native hula dancers. 











| 
| 
| 
| 


SEC. TO 0.0. PATHE’S 
SWAP IN DUPONT MFC. 


Washington, Aug. 26. 
Pathe proposal to swap stock hold- 








lings in DuPont Film Mfg. Corp. is | 


| due for ventilation by the Securities 
| & Exchange Commission Thursday 
(28). Company wants to turn in 


| 3,500 shares, getting in return 56,750 | 
pieces of E. I. DuPont de Nemours | 


| 

| & Co., the parent chemical concern. 
Application also asks permission 
|for Col. T. C. Davis, a director, to 
receive compensation for his part in 
ithe planned transaction. 





No Runs, Hits, Errors 
For Arthur at Republic 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
After eight months on the Re- 
| public lot as an associate producer, 
|George Arthur obtained his release 








| without having produced a picture. | 


Of the two stories he had in prep- 
laration, ‘Newspapermen Are Hu- 
|man,’ was turned over to Robert 
North for production. Second tale, 
‘How to Die Young,’ has not been 
re-assigned. 


Edelman’s First at Col. 


Hollywood, Aug. 26 
Lou Edelman, who recently moved 
ifrom 20th-Fox to Columbia as pro- 
lducer, is preparing ‘Destroyer men’ 
as his first. 

Wartime naval tale is being writ- 
iten by Lieut.-Commander Frank 
| Wead. It deals largely with the 
action of destroyers in convoys, 








Muni as Houdini? 





Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Life story of Harry Houdini is 
likely to bring Paul Muni back to 
the screen. 

John Stone, who recently finished 
the story, in collaboration with Mrs. 
Houdini, sent a copy of the script 
to Muni, who has expressed an urge 
to play the title role. Stone will 
produce the picture. 





i 


tropical | 


NEW HICH MARK 
AY 9 TOP COS 


With Season’s End This Sat- 
urday (30), the 440 Pix 
Promised at Start of 1940- 
41 Selling Sees 427 on the 
Line for Exhib Dating 








5 DISTRIBS 100% 





Setting a new high mark, the nine 
top companies in the industry will 
have delivered 97% of the product 
they promised for the 1940-41 sea- 
son, which ends Saturday (30). An- 
nouncements made at sales conven- 
tions in the spring of last year 
pledged exhibitors a minimum of 
441 pictures, of which 427 will have 
been placed on the line. 

Hypoing that enviable record still 
farther are two pictures sold on 
| 1940-41 contracts that will be de- 
ilivered after Sept. 1, bringing the 
delivery total to 429. To be added 
to that, too, in computing all prod- 
uct available to exhibitors are seven 
reissues, mostly during this spring 
and summer. 

Behind the high percentage of de- 
liveries was the spur of impending 
consent decree selling on five of the 
companies. They were faced with 
hurrying their 1940-41 commitments 
|to a conclusion so that they could 
| get an early start on films which had 
lto be tradeshown before they could 








be offered for sale. Two of the con- 
sent signatories (Metro and Warner 
Bros.) turned in more than their 
minimum commitments, and Para- 
mount came up with just what it 
promised, while RKO and Fox are 
behind. 

All the records are good, neverthe- 
less, and not the least of them has 
been hung up by indie Republic with 
58 delivered out of 58 announced. 
Which means that four of the nine 
companies delivered what they 
pledged or more. a 

RKO Biggest Laggard 

Greatest of the laggards is RKO, 
with seven missing of the 53 it prom- 
ised. 20th-Fox will have four lack- 
ling of the 52 it announced, but has 
sent another (‘Kipps’) back to the 
studio for repairs and will deliver 
it later. Columbia is minus three 
on the 60 it pledged, but also has 
one coming (‘You'll Never Get Rich,’ 
Sept. 25). United Artists will de- 
liver 19 out of 22, although a good 
many of the 19 were promised for 
| the previous year and only delivered 
in 1940-41. Universal delivered all 
57 promised on its standard 
tracts, but was minus one of the 
three Frank Lloyd productions it 
sold on a separate pact. 

Incidentally, among consent de- 
cree Companies, at least, that habit 
of selling films on one year’s con- 
tract and not delivering them until 








that. comes to an end starting with 
Sept. 1. Inasmuch as It 1s illegal to 
sell a picture before it is trade hown, 
i there will be no signatures on da tted 


lines for pictures that won’t be com- 


pleted. 


In the 100% production class were 
the westerns, which acco inted for 72 
| of the total of 440 pictures promised 
and every one of which was deliv- 
fered. Col turned in 16, Par (Harry 


Sherman) 6, RKO 6, Rep 30 and U 
114 (7 Arlen-Devines and 7 stand- 
lard hoss plays). 

| Of the total deliveries of features, 
111 came from England. Fox had 
|four British-mades, United Artists 
three, Columbia two, and RKO and 
Universal one each. 


SHANE’S WRITFR-PILOT PACT 
Hollywod, Aug. 26. 

Maxwell Shane inked a contract as 
writer-director for the William Pine- 
William Thomas production combo, 
lealling for four pictures, either as 
| writer or director during the coming 
year. 

It will be Shane’s first experience 
as diré He has written the first 
, four films for Para- 


| 
} mount 








ctor. 
Pine-Thomas 
release, 


con- i 


lthe next year, or even the year after | 





97% OF PRODUCT DELIVERED 


National Theatres’ Spyros Skouras 
Knee-Deep in Sales Execs on Coast, 
Setting New 1941-42 Product Deals 


v 








. 

Wanger In Chaps sim Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 
Spyros Skouras, National Theatres 
prexy, who arrived Friday (22) ta 
begin film buying negotiations with 
Walter Wanger’s next production! Paramount, RKO, Warners. and 
is ‘Cheyenne,’ a western built around | United Artists, spent Saturday after- 
the annual rodeo in the Wyoming noon with Nate Blumberg, Univer- 
town. |sal head, trying to reopen talks for 
John Wayne mounts his cayuse in 'a deal on U product. The deal for 
the male lead and Henry Hathaway | Universal pictures is reportedly cold 
is director, starting Sept. 15. again with Bill Scully, U sales head, 
having decided to sell away from 
|F-WC and its affiliates. Opposition 
/houses in several National Theatres 


UA T0 POWWOW sss in Denver, Kansas City 
'and various Coast territories have 

already been sold. 
ON NEW PREXY Blumberg on Saturday informed 


Skouras and Arch Bowles, Northern 
California head of F-WC, who sat 

Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
United Artists is holding a vital 


in on the talks, that the matter is 
entirely in Scully’s hands. 

meeting late this week, following ar- 

rival from New York of Arthur W. 





Hollywood, Aug. 26. 




















comes automatically as F-WC had 
previously contracted for this pro- 
duct on three-year deals ending 
with the 1941-42 season. The 20- 
|conference with producers on the | Skouras ov 
| as ver th jee i 
product to be delivered to the sales | Gradwell Sears of wae Dean 
ga a within the next SIX | Regan, western sales head ‘of Para- 
months. Another is the election of | mount and Haskell Masters of 


The circuit has so far contracted 
\ Fox buy was made aft 

Kelly, worldwide head of thé organ- | convention here in “aa” — 
| a president of the company. | United Artists also around to talk 


for product from only three com- 
panies—Metro, Columbia and 20- 
Fox. Metro and Columbia product 
izauion, and Alexander Korda, one | RKO, WB and UA, Too 
| of its outstanding producers. One | Ned Depinet, RKO sales head 
| of the objects of the meeting is 8 conferred on a deal with “Charlie 
Deal whereby N. L. Nathanson of | commitments for the new season 
Canada would become associated | Biggest drawback to signaturing 
| with UA as president has been | of deals is the matter of getting 
called off by the war situation. Na- | percentage for pictures out of neigh- 
thanson has been impressed into| borhood houses. Film companies 
| national service by the Canadian | claim that it would be beneficial to 
Government. Korda mentioned sev- | the industry were this done as 
eral possibilities for the company | otherwise two important A pictures 
| presidency while in New York and |hit double bills and picture com- 
|his report will be considered by the| panies have to be satisfied with a 
| meeting here. Kelly’s stay in Holly-| flat rental which is not in line with 


| wood is slated for about a fortnight. | their estime P 
|He intends leaving for the faaat Di ay ue < oe Se, 
t é st istributors point out that Metro 





|today (Tuesday) but was delayed | has such a deal and want a similar 
jand plans departing later in the | one on important product. Besides 
week. Korda, who arrived in the/| the new deal, Regan, of Paramount 


least yesterday, will return in a few 


| days. 
| various Fox-West Coast division 


‘BOB KANE TO HEAD. [yzrstm Poet oss date 
20TH LONDON SAFARI $:2<suie2% gu_protost bave cr 


| Negotiations between F-WC and 
|Par Monday (25) for the first five- 
. Hollywood, Aug. 26. |pic block ended in a stalemate due 

Robert T. Kane heads for England |to difference of opinion between 
in mid-September to produce ‘This | Regan of Par and Skouras on ge 
| Above All’ for 20th-Fox on the com- ieral formula of film buys ws see 
pany’s lot at Shepherd’s Bush, near | wil] continue. ms gr 
| London, starting about Oct. 20. With Deal for Warner product also got 
Kane will go R. C. Sherriff, screen | under way today with Sears hand- 
|playwright, and Otto Lovering, film | ling the WB end Progress between 
|editor. Darryl F. Zanuck is slated to RKO and F-WC in a confab is re- 
fly to England to supervise pro-/| ported 
duction after the picture gets under | —— 

UA’s Advance Estimates 


is also trying to iron out what his 
company claims is a delinquency of 
$50,000 on product already played. 

Charlie and Spyros Skouras and 








way. 

Starring role is assigned to Richard Recent get-together in New York 
Greene, 20th-Fox contract player, |0f United Artists district managers 
who left Hollywood to join the | was not only to hypo sales but to 
British army early in the war. get their estimates on income from 
———$$—<—________ | the ir territories of future pix To- 


italization of 


‘20th Pacts Stallings To = mace, >». 
| Scribe ‘Tommy in U.S.A’: 


come 
Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Laurence Stallings, playwright, has 

| been signed by Darryl Zanuck to 

| write an original yarn, ‘A Tommy 

|in the U.S.A.,’ as a companion piece 

\"° 20th-Fox’s ‘A Yank in the R.A.F.’ 
! 
| 
| 


potential income is 
periodically for the 
finance its producers. 
require UA’s estimate on in- 
from a producers’ completed 
pix before putting up coin for future 
| ones. 





| Conferees, in the process of figur- 
| ing on deals and what pix will bring, 
are spurred to greater effort. Arthur 
W. Kelly, operating head of the 
company; Harry L. Gold, eastern 
salesmanager, and Haskell Masters, 
| western salesmanager, chairmanned 
| the huddle. 


Picture will deal with British fly- 
ing students in this country. 








Madeleine Carroll Asks | Steinbeck at RKO 


$G Income Tax Rebate’ tioned: iin oe 


Los Angeles, Aug. 26. | John Steinbeck is checking in at 
Madeleine Carroll filed a plea to RKO to work on his own stories in- 


recover an overpayment of $9,092 in cluding ‘The Red Pony’ and ‘The 
Federal income taxes, collected from Long Valley.’ 
| 1936 to 1939. William Hawks’ will produce 


Actress claims she was not given , ‘Pony’ and Lewis Milestone is slated 
credit for dependents. to direct. 
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6 PICTURES VARIETY eee T90 
manatees 
* a 
Carr Authorized to Use UA's F sum poneens __|Jr.s Little Eva With ‘Hi Yo Silver’ 
u 0 Use UAS Frozen .$ Va Wil 0 Olver 
Eastern Brand Humidity Causes Pix 
e ee h Makers te Slew-Up V Q ti a ( e 
1,000,000 in England for Britis ews ali ariations; Culture in Coolacres | 
’ California’s benign sun went hot ee | 
. - last week and slowed up production ° 
Film Prod. With Eye to Int'l Market 3's". Ry For as Me | 
* |Heat waves curtailed location and Coolacres, CaY., Aug. 26. 
open air work on ‘Street Girl,’ ‘Play- | Dear Joe: | 
y mates’ and ‘A Date With the Falcon.’| Well, if it ain't one thing it’s two others. It wasn't bad enough having | 
: : i +s nt , i ying if Aggie and me w 
; t | .O. Even indoor work was delayed by | shows at the camp opposition to me and worrying would 
Bone A ge a ag tnd oe British B Oo Up 50% the humidity. Dance numbers for | have to make out a joint income tax, and measels breaking out in One part 
ere = res his departure by Clip- | ‘Four Jacks and the Queen’ were | of town, which killed the kid trade for us, but some of the artistic ladies 

r from the United States yester- | Grosses in England are 50% shifted to the cool of the evening. of the town figured the community needed culture in the form of a Barn 

ad (Tuesday) that he was given in-| better than they were “rae — orgs Rant ns oh Roget eee ol, Le _ eng plenty of move- 
lous A’s producers during} ago, before the war started. Tha . ment. ey dec is town needed all the roadway shows that never 
hae 1 phd invent their frozen | was disclosed by Teddy Carr, Pix Biz Content to Let come out here, and they also figured they had just as good local talent as 
funds in British production. Carr| United Artists’ — Loewen gs New = = gp hssene got , “ere a barn and A. ¥ you can’t guess | 
in the United States since director for England, before he Admi what their first show was. No, old you you can't. t was what they 
hee ye left New York for home yester- 10% Tax on 10c ish called a condensed version of ‘Uncle Tom’s Cabin.’ Aggie sed it looked | 

UA foreign exec said that the pro- day (Tuesday). R e Th t W ae eg ara version. m , ene Pe t 
ducers collectively have in excess of Carr declared b.o.’s have taken emain a ay _ } offered to let them use my theatre for a few nights, bu they sed it 
£1 000,000 tied up in England. He an amazing spurt since the start just wouldn’t be a Barn Theatre, even though some of the Pictures I've 
declared he will seek top-grade of the Russian hostilities and the played lately made my place smell like one. of course, being in whet me 
British producers to whom he will resultant le‘-up in bombing at- Rank and file in the film business | 4nd Aggie laughingly call the show business, I couldn't afford to make a 
offer 50% financing on pix that ap- tacks on Britain. ene content with the thestre ten G> holler and get all those old witches against me, so I just laughed it off, but 

ear to have good probabilities in =e ; : my laugh only showed two teeth, and I told them I'd be glad to do any- 
the American market emptions starting at 10c and the $60,- | thing that would help them. 

Effort will be made for quality 000,000 additional tax on cinema ad- The first thing they wanted besides some of my lights and drops was for | 
ounteet only, Carr, said, with the! jemi previously - outlined in| Junior to dress like a girl and play Little Eva. Aggie got him up in the 
UAers aiming at backing pix in the | | Washington despite some protesting | !ines okay, and even if I do say so myself the kid was the best thing in the 
£ 100,000- £250 000 category. In exhibitor groups. They are con- | Show outside the last curtain. He didn’t like the idea of playing a gal and 
some cases, all the financing coin will e vinced that leaders in Congress want | especially with golden curls, so when he got to the death scene where he 

: ro- ai t at this | 80es to Heaven on a wire, he ad libbed and yelled, ‘Hi Yo Silver!’ It got a 
come from the funds of one p the admission tax to start a is | 8° ; ‘ 
ducer, Carr explained, while in other 9 price, and not dropped lower than | big laugh but the old dame that directed the show was wild, but she 
particuluarly expensive ones it prob- that figure. Further, that additional couldn't get anybody else to play the part so she had to keep him, and 
ably will come from the pots of sev- meddling by individual groups in the tye enh kid . libs something else. I don't believe Aggie told him 
eral of the UA indie film-makers. picture industry only leaves the gates to do it, an know I didn’t tell him not to. 

On the other hand, Carr disclosed open for possible additional burdens The gal that played Topsy was so fat her girdle got a nervous breakdown 
that much progress has been made for the whole film business. every stow. Our banker played Marks the lawyer. It was the first time I 
on the project of unfreezing Ameri- Both Treasury and Congressional ever saw the D.T’s with sleeves. They got a coupla bloodhounds for the 

: ‘ eas ; ; ; ’ » 
can film money in England. ‘Pros- Hollywood, Aug. 26. - ice scene from a guy that raises them in tow n, and when they came on 
pects are very bright,’ he stated. Paramount has a biggest back- |‘ ¢xperts are reported as a they musta smelt the butcher who was sittin’ in the front row, because 
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Hal Roach, with its first group of 
five streamliners nearly complete, 
was in New York over the weekend 


finished and ‘Fiesta’ and ‘Miss Polly’ 
are in advanced shooting stages. 





Krims Gets the | Gun 


grab. Figures for the first full year 
under the stiffened 1940 scale—soon 
to be made even more inclusive 


erally it has been in the vicinity of 
| $6,500,000, with the peak $7,124,225 
in November, 1940. Lowest haul was 
the first month the revised scale was 
in effect, only $4,407,097 in August 
last year. 

Any effort to trace the effect of the 





irung up. But the rise about the 
| June collections, $880,212, was the | 
| second largest, being exceeded only 


ing the best full year under the old 
scale when only ducats over 4l1c 
were taxed. From January through 
July, the Federal exchequer has 
been swelled to the extent of $45,- 
418,411 by amusement seekers. The 





Roland Drew’s actor option picked 
up by Warners. 

Robert McGunigle 
deal at Metro. 


inked writer 


Ellen Drew’s option hoisted by 
Paramount. 


Craig Stevens, actor, renewed by 
Warners. 

Robert Preston drew an option lift 
at Paramount. 


fall, with the admission tentatively 


iset at 25c. 





. s ° | } er 7. 
for huddles with United Artists| through collecting on every stub | by the jump between April and May. | Georgia Carroll re-optioned by | E Pewsey “ bess - Bada is 
sales execs on distribution of the pix | from 10c up—showed a yield of $76,- | At the same time, the improvement Warners, | addin 3 iii | ttt to its prearat in 
and plans for the next five. He re- | 983,788. ; rs | between July, 1940, and July, 1941,; Phyllis Ruth signed acting deal at | th c. ater Maw York ares 
, turned to Hollywood yesterday The erratic productivity of the | amounting to $5,110,699, was the big- | Paramount. | the Greater New Yo area, - 
- (Tuesday ) , _ boxoffice bite is clearly evident from | gest year-to-year increase on rec-| Alice Palton’s player option lifted | having been signatured to take ove! 
R : h er shooting on the a review of the first 12 months | ord. | by Warners operation of the Airlines theatre, 
oac Ste St 3 . ‘ - rT: . aa en i | , i 3 
seat, dentunes Ot the oea at Mee 2 the old tariff was altered. | With the better July haul, the | William Wright acting contract re- | sand and gp ie ga — 
d now has ‘Tanks a Million’ and | Measuring one 30-day spell against | Treasury books now show a total from | newed by Paramount. as been _ shuttered for sev 
po = F iL 3 ré-eehenne while | ‘he preceding frame, the grab has |the 10% bite in seven months more Brenda Marshall renewed by | months because of business yan 
sae deacnotched "Ceoka’ ri ’ almost | tipped five times, risen seven. Gen-j|than double the sum pocketed dur- | Warners. W. French Githens, head of News- 


reel Theatres, Inc., said that the 
Park Belmont Corp. gave his cor 
poration lease on the theatre por- 
tion of the Airlines Terminal build- 
ing. Deal had been under considera- 
tion about six weeks. 


, _ 26. record for a 12-month period was| Peter Whitney’s player option! Will open under the new manage- 
= : mnpwees, Aue, © tax on amusement patronage is fu- | $20,974,027 in 1937. (Last year, when | picked up by Warners. ment Sept. 5. Biggest money-makef 
BP isang pg el poeeeens | site Though exhibitors and dis-|the Treasury took in $43,483,367, is} Philip Dunne inked one-year |for Newsreel Theatres is its Em- 


Metro, under executive supervision 
of Bernie Hyman. 


Story is adapted from Sidney 
Kingsley’s stage play, “The Outward 
Room,’ originally based on @ novel 
by Millen Brand. Krims recently 
moved over from Warners to Metro 
under a writer-producer deal. \ 


| tributors may insist the bite has a 
idirect bearing on the number of 
| turnstilers, it is impossible to figure 
|trends or any other influence on 
‘business volume from the Treasury’s 
reports. Even the so-called seasonal 
changes are not truly reflected in the 
revenue collections, which are. based 
on actual receipts for the p ®vious 


;omitted in this comparison, because | 
both scales were in effect during 
1940). 

Thus, Uncle Sam in seven months 
of 1941 has topped the haul for all 
of 1940 by only a shade less than 
$2.000,000, with the yield in four of 
these seven months being $6,500,000 
or better. 








writing pact at 20th-Fox. 

Faith Dorn’s acting ticket renewed 
by Warners. 

Danivee Purkee drew player con- 
tract at Paramount. 

Rudolph Ising’s cartoonist contract 
continued by Metro. 

Nicholas Bros., dancing duo, re- 
optioned by 20th-Fox. 


bassy on Broadway. 





Brahm’s Next Opus 
Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
20th-Fox assigned John Brahm t 
direct the forthcoming feature, ‘Law 
jand Order, Inc.’ 
Picture is due for a September 
Siart. 
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COAST AFL FEARFUL OF C10 





AFL Acts to Counter C10’s Moves 


Of Aggression 


Detroit, Aug. 26. 

Bolstering itself in view of inten- 
give raiding by the CIO, the AFL 
has launched an extensive organiza- 
tion drive here in the theatre realm. 
With the CIO, strong because of its 
massive membership in the Auto 
Workers field, having moved into the 





Detroit field with a general the- 


atrical workers union, in what is 
said to presage a national move in 
that direction, AFL unions are 
countering swiftly with moves them- 
selves along the same line. 

Symptomatic of how seriously the 
CIO threat is taken was reflected in 
a meeting at 1 a.m. Thursday (21) of 
upward of 750 ushers, usherettes; 
ticket takers and doormen under 
AFL sponsorship. Although he had 
been up for a solid 36 hours because 
of the citywide streetcar and bus 
strike here—itself brought on by a 
jurisdictional fight between the AFL 
and CIlO—Frank X. Martel, prexy of 
the Wayne County Federation of 
Labor, considered the meeting of 
sufficient importance to leave ne- 
gotiations with the Mayor to handle 
the usher group. 

The AFL plan here is to issue a 


Class B charter to the front-stage | 


theatre workers under the present 
IATSE setup. This 
an unorganized group with one of 
the older and stronger unions. CIO 
has been particularly effective here 


in starting with the unorganized | 
theatre workers and from them 
working into AFL membership to 


secure general contracts covering all 
house employes. 
Started at Olympia 

Plan was formulated by the CIO | 
after organizing the numerous usher 
staff at the Olympia, huge sports 
arena here, and then moving out to 
garner such AFL membership as | 
janitors, electricians, etc., into the 
same union, the Theatre Service 
Employes, for the purposes of get- 
ting a general contract covering all 
Olympia workers. From here the 
CIO has moved directly into the 
theatre field through similar organ- 
izaticn of ushers, doormen, etc., even 
absorbing members from the AFL's 
newly formed Detroit Theatre Man- 
agers and Assistant Managers Local 
as a basis of getting the extensive 
contracts. The new CIO venture has 
grown sufficiently for the union to 
Start wangling theatre contracts. 


ditional losses of membership to the 
rival union—as well as to forestall 
the setting up of the general theatre 
employes union on a national basis— 
the AFL now has launched its own 
campaign among the unorganized 
theatre workers, as the plan now in- 
dicates, in association with the 
IATSE or other older craft unions. 

Although jurisdictional fight be- 
tween the CIO and AFL brought on 
the extensive transportation 
here, those -the know indicate 
there is more significance on a na- 
tional scale in the skaping union 
fight ane head here. 


POT 0’ GOLD SUIT 


$1,800 Differential 
Being in Theatre 





Wants Through 


Coveresitie. N. Y., Aug. 26 

Supreme Court Justice James T. 
Cross has under advisement a motion 
by Aubrey L. Lowe of Ilion, in con- 
nection with a suit in which Lowe 
seeks to hold the Liberty Operating 
Co. for an $1,800 Pot 0’ Gold radio 
prize. Lowe contends that the Lib- 
erty theatre in Herkimer, N. Y., al- 
legedly run by Liberty Op. Co., ad- 
vertised that it would make up the 


difference if any of its patrons hap- | 


pened to be called by telephone in 
the Pot o’ Gold drawings. 

Lowe, assistant works manager of | 
the Remington Arms Co., Ilion, al-| 


leges that on May 1 he was in the | 


theatre when his residence telephone 
was called announcing that he was 
the Pot o’ Gold winner. Not being | 
home to answer the call, he received | 
only $100. Had he been at home, 
he would have received $1,900. 


would affiliate | 


strike | 


in Detroit Theatres 


‘ 





Ptomaine Blitz 





Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Poisoning, either by food or 
water, caused Universal to send 
30 extra people to the ‘Overland 
Mail’ location at Kernville, 
Cal., to replace victims of a 
digestive epidemic. 

Only one of the principals, 
Noah Beery, Jr., is affected. 
Troupe has been shooting since 
Aug. 7, with Henry MacRae 
producing. 








WORKERS TALK 
WALKOUT 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Negotiating committee of the 
| Screen Office Employees Guild was 
| given full authority to call a walk- 
out at any studio or an industry- 
wide strike by unanimous vote of 








(25) in the Roosevelt hotel. 
culminated the growing’ unrest 
among white-collarites at RKO stu- 
|dio. It was stated if the RKO unit 
decided to walk out they would re- 
ceive full financial and moral sup- 
port of all SOEG members, as well 
how number other crafts’ unions. 

Guild counsel reported the stu- 
dios are making a check of exist- 
ing wage scales now in force at 
Warners, 20th, and Paramount to 
| use as an average basis for a coun- 
ter-proposal to SOEG. Collarite 
committee is reported demanding 
scale higher than now being paid 
independent unions on _ grounds 
members beer enjoying these rates 
| for some time. 

Contract being pondered by SOEG 
| calls for a five-year agreement. Sub- 
| ject to yearly reopening on wages. 





| SMALL’S 3D REMAKE OF 
HICHENS’ ‘BELLA DONNA’ 


To head off this and prevent ad- | 





Edward Small 
to ‘Bella Donna’ by Robert Hichens. 
Originally a novel, then a play, yarn 
was twice filmed by Paramount 
(1918 and 1923) and was produced 
in England in 1934 by Twickenham 
Films. 

Par sold its rights in the story to 
| Twickenham and it is assumed Small 





lobtained them from the British 
company 
| STOP PRESS 
Citizen Kane’ Ad Almost Gets Into 
Hearst Sheet 
San Francisco, Aug. 26 
| Call-Bulletin stopped the pressees 
on the first run Thursday (21) when 
it was discovered an ad for ‘Citizen 
Kane’ had gotten onto the theatre 
page by mistake. Offending portion 
was on the bottom of an ad for the 


Golden Gate, announcing the first 
price run starting Wednesday 
and was supposed to have been 
composing room after 


pop 
(37), 
trimmed in 


pickup from other papers which ran | 


ithe full space. 
Call-Bulletin is 
here. 


the Hearst p.m. 





—_——— 


LORETTA AND MARCH PAIRED 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Loretta Young and Fredric March | 
started work yesterday (Monday) as 
'co-starrers in ‘Bedtime Story’ with | 
' Alexander Hall directing. 


Robert Benchley and Eve Arden 
| are set for top roles, with B. P. 
Schulberg as producer. 


WHITE- COLLAR 


members at special meeting Monday | 
Meeting | 


has acquired rights | 


BASIC. ACCORD 





Bioff and Certain Studio Fac- 
tions May Scuttle the Basic 
Agreement That Binds All 
Hollywood Crafts 





DISNEY MESS 





Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Feared here that breach in AFL 
studio unions, widened by under- 
cover machinations of Willie Bioff 
and certain producer actions, may 
scuttle the studios’ basic agreement 
and give CIO the opportunity to 
crash the film industry. CIO is keep- 
ing close check on the situation and 
is known to have been recently con- 
tacted by AFL organizations, in- 
cluding the unions for which Bioff 
set deals prior to his Federal in- 
dictment. 

Recent widening of the rift came 
when Bioff tried to muscle into 
controversy at the Walt Disney plant. 
At the strike crisis there, the Screen 
Actors Guild, the Painters. Machin- 
ists and Lab local, all AFL crafts, 
lined up in support of the 
Cartoonists Guild. 

Cartoonists scorned Bioff’s inter- 
ference, and the crafts locals con- 
| tinued to support the inkers despite 
| Bioff’s ultimatum that AFL support 
be withdrawn. Teamsters, 
and other IATSE members withdrew 
ranks 








| 
| support, further dividing AFL 
Generally conceded that if 


and set their own deal successfully, 
the basic agreement is doomed. 


Readers Guild Acting 





Screen Readers Guild of 
York the opening 


mediately of negotiations for a con- 


is seeking im- 


tract with the studios to cover both | 
Staff readers last week 
scored a 100% victory in a National 
Labor Relations Board vote 
choice of a bargainil..' agent. 


departments. 


pending pact cover both inside and 
outside readers is being watched 
with considerable interest in the in- 
dustry as the NLRB recently held 
the piece-work readers ineligible to 
vote with the staff readers in the 
choice of a bargaining agent. 


SINGAPORE ROMANCE 


Metro’s Sales Rep Weds Aussie Film 
Star, Betty Bryant 








‘40.000 Horsemen,’ Australian-made 
feature, clippered from Sydney, Au- 

alia, t Sin apore, for the preen 
of pl € t wv ely in tne 
interest of b ng e picture - 
versal had taken for world-wide dls- 
tributior Before the engagement 
was concluded at Singapore she was 
married to Maurice ‘Red’ Silverstein, 


Metro’s h Far Ea 
military outpost. 

Al Daff, Universal's Far East man- 
|aging director, arranged for Miss 
| Bryant to make a personal appear- 
ance at the preem. He insisted that 
she be properly chaperoned all the 
'time while in Singapore, this assign- 
ment falling to the two unmarried 
|men representing the U. S. film com- 
panies there. One of them was Sil- 
verstein. 

When Daff reached Manila on hi 
way to the U. S., he received a cable 
saying the star and Silverstein had 
| been married. They presently are 
}en route to the U. S. on their honey- 
j}moon. ‘40,000 Horsemen’ is being 
| distributed throughout the world by 
Universal excepting in the U. S., 
| where it is handled by an independ- 
ent. It is current at the Globe, 


rep in the Briti 


Alsv for Freelancers. 





Screen | 


| craftsmen locals. 





First Five Army Training Pix, Made 





Into the Open 


-_—- 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 
Illinois last week put into ef- 
fect a law which demands the 
registering of the actual names 
of all people engaged in doing 
business under an assumed trade 
name, corporate or otherwise. 
This will bring into the open 
the actual owners of many busi- 
nesses in Illinois, businesses 
which have been operated for 
years under trade names and by 
dummy managers. 


NEW DEMANDS 
BY PIX LABOR 
ON STUDIOS 











Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
The industry labor stew continues 
to boil and churn as new 
are daily tossed into the pot by 
No sooner did the 


| producers sign its first locally-nezo- 


| when comes demands 
laborers | 


tiated agreement with lab worxers 
of three addi- 


tional IATSE locals to be presente dd | 


demands | 


IMPERILLE( !n H'wood, Pretty Tough on Joe Soldier 





By HERB GOLDEN 
Washington, Aug. 26. 


War Department last Thursday 
(21) evening gave the first, and 
what probably will be the last, 
public showing of one of its pet 
projects—training films: pictures 


made to teach troops their military 
chores. The five pix screened were 
all made on the Coast by major 
studios for the Army. Audience 
consisted of Washington correspon- 
dents. 

It appeared that Hollywood had 
too indelibly left its stamp on the 
films for maximum efficiency in 
| teaching lessons. In at least three 
of the pictures there was a corny 
Hollywood froth that was supposed 
to represent a scenario. In every 
case it robbed the picture of part of 
its value—and pity the poor boy who 
has to sit through it two dozen times 
until he. learns the rudiments of 
what the film is trying to get across. 

It probably would be difficult 
enough for Joe Recruit to see it 
again and again had it only the de- 
tails he needed to watch for and 
was perforce interested in. But to 
view the same thing over and over 
and have’to listen to the same cel- 
luloid draftee on the screen ask the 
same question in the same way each 
(Continued on pas 25) 














WELLES’ SETUP HOUSED 
AT RKO-PATHE STUDIO 


ithis week at conferences between 
union heads and Pat Casey, the} 
studios’ labor contact. 


local | 
unions in the basic agreement insist | 





staff and freelance employes of story | 


for | 


Demand by the SRG that the im- | 


Locals presenting represent prop- 
erty men, laborers and utility work- 
ers and@oundmen, while plans call | 
for reopening the Walt Disney plant ! 
next week. Breach between Disney 
and the Screen Cartoonists Guild is | 
no nearer to settlement. 
Dewey, Government 


Commissioner, is due any day to 


New | arbitrate layoffs. 





COAST LABOR TRYING 
TO FIGURE BACK PAY 


Aug. 


pay 





26. 


from 


Hollywood, 
retroactive 
producers, 


Demanding 
indie 


| TATSE suggest they use computation 


from Oct. 


leess of 42 for 
'and after 40 hours 


methods of the majors. They point, 
however, this procedure is not in 
full compliance with the Wage-Hour 
Act. 

Method is based 
half on all hours 
24, 1938 to Oct. 24, 1939; 
| time-and-a-half on all hours in e 
same period 1939- 40, 
from Oct 24, 1940 | 


on time-and-a- 


thereafter 


When Betty Bryant, femme star of 


Pe 





James F. | 
Conciliation 


studio locals of the} 


in excess of the 44 | 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Frederick Fleck joined Mercury 
|Productions as assistant director, 
| completing the personnel reorgani- 
|zation of the Orson Welles film pro- 
| ducing unit, now housed at the 

RKO-Pathe studio in Culver City. 
Others in the unit are Jack Moss, 
| Welles’ partner in all Mercury pro- 
;ductions, Richard Wilson, story ed- 
itor and executive assistant, Her- 
bert Drake, chief flack, and John 
Fante and Norman Foster, contract- 
ed as a writing team. Mercury’s 
jnext picture is ‘The Magnificent 
Ambersons,’ to be followed by ‘Jour- 

ney Into Fear’ and ‘It’s All True.’ 


Writer Nicks U for 5G 


In Plagiarism Verdict 





Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 

Ron ‘Ferguson, screen writer, won 
1a $5,000 verdict in his plagiarism suit 
against Universal Pictures Corp. in 
Superior court. 

| Writer charge od the 
| ger On Wheels,’ was lifted from his 
own story, ‘Suicide Crew,’ which the 
ls tudio rejected in 1938. 





picture, ‘Dan- 
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Boxoffice Survey 
(1940-41) 


In 


Next Week's 





National | 
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TRADESHOW REVIEWS 


(Two more Tradeshown film rev 


Consent Decree, both from 20th-Fox; the others are 1940-41 pecs 





BELLE STARR 


(COLOR) 


20th-Fox relea of Kenneth Macgowan 
production, Features Gene Tierney, Ran- 
dolph Scott, Dana Andrews, John sShepperdad, 
Elizabeth Patterson, Chill Wills, Louise 
Leavers. Directed by Irving Cummings. 
Screenplay by Lamar Trotti; story by Niven 


se 


Busch and Cameren Rogers; Technicolor | 
director, Natalie Kalmus: editor, Robert 
Simpson; camera, Ernest Palmer and Ray 
Rennahan. Tradeshown in Projection Room, 
N. Y., Aug. 21, ‘41. Running time, 87 
MINS. 

Sam Starr......cc.scoccees Randolph Scott 
Belle Starr.......---cocees ..Gene Tierney 
Major Thomas Crail......--- Dana Andrews 
Ed thirley..... ...John Shepperd 
Barak... .cccccsecceses Klizabeth Patterson 
Blue Duck......-ee+s: ° Chill Wills | 
Mummy Low......ce-+e+e-- Louise Beavers | 
Jasper Tench Olin Howland ; 
Serveant......cceessecsecees ..Paul Burns | 
Bees SOD. 3. 0k $000 807 * .....Joseph Sawyer | 
i Ce. cn cisncoeneeenes Joseph Downing 
Colonel] Thornton......--- Howard Hickman 
Colonel Bright.......- Charles Trowbridge 
HarMeant. .ccccccccceossessseees James Flavin 
Carpetbagger. ..-eeeeeeee> Charles Middleton 


Twentieth-Fox makes a good job of | 
of completely botching up the his- 
torical character it pretends to por- 
tray. This is a week-kneed and 
thoroughly false biography of the 
southwest’s most notorious female 
bandit, Belle Starr, who is dressed 
up instead as a Missouri slave-own- 
ing aristocrat devoting her very life 
to fighting the ‘damn Yankees. Its 
only selling point is the good Tech- 
nicolor photography. Boxoffice po- 
tentialities are slim. 

Gene Tierney, a comparaiive new- 
comer to the screen, is given the im- 
portant title part. Except for her 
stunning appearance she falls down. 
The cute little trick has a lot to learn 
about voice modulation and most of 
the time she has her voice pitched to 

. the point of hysteria. 

Randolph Scott, co-featured, works 
as though he couldn't quite bring 
himself up to overcoming the false 
character he plays. As Sam Starr, 
leader of a band of guerrillas harass- 
ing the Union soldiers, ne is a very 
inanimate hero. Likewise, he’s none 
too romantic as the husband of Belle, 
who forsakes the family name of 
Shirley to become his wife and de- 
vote herself to avenging the slave 
state. 

In actual history,Sam Starr was a 
Cherokee Indian who married Belle 
Starr in 1880 and had nothing to do 
with guerrilla warfare; she previ- 
ously consorted with the notorious 
Cole Younger and bore him a daugh- 
ter named Pearl. It’s true that Belle 
Starr was originally a native of Mis- 
souri, but she was anything but a 
southern blueblood. This picture, 
however, spots her in a gorgeous 
plantation mansion and says nothing 
about the fact that her father was a 
saloon-keeper. ; 

Even in completely romaaticizing 
the title cnaructer, the Niven Busch- 
Cameron Rogers story and Lamar 
Trotti screenplay fail to come up 
with an interesting picture. There is 
comparatively little action and palp- 
able attempts to make Gene Tierney 
act, look and talk like a Scarlett 
O’Hara. As in real life, Belle Starr 
is shot and killed on a lonely road, 
and the story ends hanging in thin 
air. 

Dana Andrews, as a Yankee army 
major, and John Shepperd, playing 
Gene Tierney’s brother, who is ap- 
palled by her guerrilla connections, 
are not flattered by the script. Both 
appear too burdened by sadness. 
Elizabeth Patterson and Chill Wills, 
as a hillbilly couple, and Louise 
Beavers, as Miss Tierney’s colored 
counterpart of Vivien Leigh’s Hattie 
McDaniel, are in the most natural 
characterizations in the screenplay. 
Ol'n Howland plays a villain well. 

Irving Cummings’ direction is slow, 
but the Ernest Palmer-Ray Rennahan 
photography, complemented by the 
color, is excellent, especially on the 
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iews, for 1941-42 release, under the, 
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matters worse, many of the players 
suffer from the camera or makeup 
artist, or both, notably Cobina 
Wright, Jr., and Jacqueline Dalya, 
playing the nitery singer who mur- 
ders and is murdered in_ turn. 
| Furthermore, Miss Wright appears 
‘badly in need of a dramatic coach. 
Miss Dalya sings one song, but 





| neither the voice nor tune is stand- 
| out. 


Samuel G. Engel and Lester Zif- 
fren contributed the screenplay, 
childish in plot and dialog. Harry 
Lachman’s direction perhaps  suf- 
fered from all the handicaps, and 
maybe the fact that it looks so bad 
is not all his own fault. However, 
he certainly should check his script 
girl for the numerous obvious boners 
that crept into the film. Scho. 


WHEN LADIES MEET 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 


Metro release of Robert Z, Leonard and 
Orville O. Dull production, directed by 
Leonard, Stars Joan Crawford, Robert 
Taylor, Greer Garson; features Herbert 
Marshall, Spring Byington. Screenplay, 8. 
K. Lauren, Anita Loos, from play by 
Rachel Crothers; camera, Robert Planck; 
score, Bronislau Kaper: editor, Robert J. 
Kern. Previewed at Alexander, Glendale, 
Aug. 26, ‘41. Running time, 103 MINS. 
Mary Howard.......-..+s++: Jean Crawford 
Jimmy Lee..... areteensances Robert Taylor 
Clare Wodruff....cccorceesss> Greer Garson 
Rogers Woodruff.......... Herbert Marshal) 
Bridget Drake.......+.--..Spring Byington 
Walter Del Canto..........+- Rafael Storm 
Mabel Guiness.....-...ee.+e0+: Mona Barrie 


Second picturization of Rachael 
Crothers’ play carries excellence in 
directing, acting and mounting, all 
combined in a carefully charted pro- 
duction, But being a close transla- 
tion of the stage piece, it’s long on 
talk and slim on action, with plot 
unfolding entirely via the dialog 
route. Picture is good class attrac- 
tion for metropolitan audiences, 
while triple starring combo of Joan 
Crawford, Robert Taylor and Greer 
Garson will carry it through subse- 
quent houses for fairly profitable 
biz. 

Nature of the subject matter in 
Miss Crothers’ play dictated that 
little tampering be done with the 
film script, and studio followed that 
presentation line to eliminate chance 
of hashing up the tale with extrane- 
ous or sideline detours. Dependence 
of dialog to carry the drama along, 
however, slows the unfolding, and 
close attention is required to the 
spoken lines at all times. 

Joan Crawford is a young au- 
thoress, admired and loved by Tay- 
lor, who launches a romance with 
book publisher Herbert Marshall. 
Deciding that the affair has gone 
far enough, Taylor introduces Mar- 
shall’s wife to Mis. Crawfdrd, with 
both women unaware of their tri- 
angle corners. After the wife does 
some frank talking on marriage and 
husbands, in a boudoir chat, the re- 
spective positions of wife and other 
woman are unveiled. Disillusioned, 
Miss Crawford falls into the wait- 
ing arms of Taylor, while Marshall 
contritely goes home for reunion 
with wife. 

Sterling performances by the cast 
principals do much to overcome the 
talky atmosphere generated by the 


stagey unfolding. Miss Garson is 
outstanding as the wife, catching 
major honors. Miss Crawford is 


fine in the role of the writer who is 
confronted with a love triangle in 
both her new book and real life. 
Taylor lightly carries the assignment 
of the young man who sets up the 
dramatic climax, while Marshall 
grooves neatly into portrayal of the 
wandering husband. Spring Bying- 
ton, who was in the 1932 stage orig- 
inal, adds moderate portions of c>m- 
edy as the flustery matron who be- 
comes bewildered by the mixup. 
Direction by Robert Z. Leonard 





exteriors. Scho. 


CHARLIE CHAN IN RIO. 


(ONE SONG) 


20th-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel pro- 


duction Features Sidney Toler. Directed 
by Harry Lachman. Screenplay by Samuel 
G kingel and Lester Ziffren based on 
character created by Earl Derr Biggers; 
BO Mack Gordon and Harry Warren; 
editor, Alexander Troffey: camera, Joseph 
P. MacDonald. Tradeshow in Projection 
Room, N. Y., Aug. 21, ‘41. Running time: 
60 MINS. 
RRND: SOMO, 050k 0.aehenedereae Sidney Toler 
Joan Reynolds..........Mary Beth Hughes 
SSPROD. BIB os ss cecdees Cobina Wright, Jr. 
Cartas Dantas... .csicccsvessavcs Ted North 
Alfredo MOrana.coccocccvccsees Victor Jory 
COG BOWER. 6s wocdeceaves ee»--Harold Huber 
Jimmy Chan... .cocccccsesvecess. Sen LUng 
Ken Reynolds....ceee..e.+-.-Richard Derr 
EAR ECON. «<i e eovecee---dJacqueline Dalya 
Re So rrr Kay Linaker 
Pett  WPASNOP. 6... ccc cecccas Truman Bradley 
ee ea Hamilton MacFadden 
is cn bnin bibs bid bed Nast dae Leslie Denison 
Ree rry cee ree ee eee Iris Wong 
PTTNAMGG: cece cvrcvaceseres Eugene Borden 
OS eee ehucieak &eewend sone Ann Codgee 
‘“harlie Chan in Rio’ is marked 


by mediocre acting and direction. 
It looks as if the series on the Hono- 
lulu detective is coming to the end 
of its rope, with this one speeding 
that process along. This chapter is 
not going to make any new friends 
for Charlie Chan and will probably 
lose many old ones. 

Aside from Sidney Toler and his 
screen son, Sen Yung, the acting 


carefully pilots the characters along, 
although he is handicapped by pre- 
ponderance of dialog which dictates 
a slow pace in the unreeling. Pro- 
| duction mounting is tops throughout. 
| with camera work by Robert Planck 
of high exce'’lence. Walt. 


Aloma of the South Seas 


(COLOR AND SONGS) 
Hollywood, Aug. 26. 


Paramount release of B. G. 


De Sylva 
production, Stars Dorothy Lamour, Jon 
Hall; features Lynne Overman, Philip 
Reed, Katherine de Mille, Fritz Leiber 
Dona Drake. Directed by Alfred Santell. 
Screenplay, Frank Butler, Seena Owen, 


Lillian Hayward; story, Seena Owen. Kurt 
Siodmak; from play by LeRoy Owen and 
John B. Hymer; photographer, Kar! Struss; 
Technicolor cameraman, Wilfred Cline, Wil- 
liam Snyder. Songs. Frank Loesser, Fred- 
erick Holtander. 





borders on the terrible. And to make 


Reviewed in studio pro- 
jection room, Aug. 25, ‘41. Running time: 
i6 MINS. 

Aloma Ve SEE ee eee ee Dorothy Lamour 
Tanoa NURS SOFC ebb Ae 04d ke bi6-cc0'b boars Jon Hall 
PS OE See a Gre Lynne Overman 
a, ee eee $661 66.045 Diego Philip Reed 
i See ree Or ay Katherine deMille 
Ee eer rae Fritz Leiber 
0 SE ae nn ner re Dona Drake 
I care «e's ere eer eT ee eee Esther Dale 
Rs iu.c: cle cb Sd Gas €¥'ed Pedro de Cordoba 
ree eer eere ree Tohn Barclay 
Aloma fas a child)..... Norma Jean Nelson 
Nea (as a child)..... eaeede Evelyn Del Rio 
Tanoa (as a child).......... Scotty Reckett 
Revo (as a ChiG).cccccccsessess- Billy. Roy 
a eee Noble Johnson 

Dorothy Lamour continues her 
sarong-draped film career in this 


Miniature Reviews 


‘Belle Starr’ (20th) (Color). 
Good Technicolor, but poorly 
contrived story; poor boxoffice. 

‘Charlie Chan in Rio’ (20th). 
One of poorest in the series. 

‘When Ladies Meet’ (M-G). 
Crawford-Tavlor - Garson - Mar- 
shall strong marquee values for 
class production; somewhat talky 

‘Aleoma of the South Seas’ 
(Par) (Color; Songs). OK La- 
mour saronger for good b.o. 

‘Unfinished Business’ (U). 
Profitable biz as solo or bill- 
topper in regular runs; Irene 
Dunne-Robt. Montgomery starred. 

‘Werld Premiere’ (Par). John 
Barrymore in a good, humorous 
supporter for duals. 

‘Scattergood Meets Broadway’ 
(RKO). Third of series OK for 
family and rural bookings. Series 
looks set for healthy career. 

‘This Woman Is Mine’ (U). 
Misadventure entertainment on 
the high seas; unequal to top 
billing spots. 

‘Six Gun Gold’ (RKO). Latest 
Tim Holt starrer, on par with 
previous issues, Strong  b.o. 
possibilities. 

‘Kansas Cyclone’ (Rep). New 
Don Barry western furthers his 
popularity. 

‘The Forgotten Village’ (M-B). 
Kline - Steinbeck documentary 
strong for arties and ok second 
feature in some situations. 

‘Penn of Pennsylvania’ (Anglo- 


Am.). Weak biography of the 
Quaker leader, made in Eng- 
land. 

‘Jeannie’ (GFD-British). Cin- 


derella-type of yarn that has 
good b.o. possibilities. 


‘Una Vez En La Vilda’ (Ar- 


gentine). Earthy comedy-drama 
that'll do best in Argentine 
nabes. 








latest version of a South Seas ro- 
mance. Taking full advantage of 
latest improvements in color photog- 
raphy, production is lavishly mount- 
ed in ultra-theatric fashion to dis- 
play a lightweight Tahitian romance 
of familiar trend. ‘Aloma’ is di- 
verting entertainment for the gen- 
eral runs; and the color, native 
dance ensembles and extravagant 
production enhance wicket-spinning 
potentialities for profitable bookings. 

Although theatric atmosphere of 
the staging and settings clearly indi- 
cates most of the South Sea exteriors 
were constructed in the studio stages, 
excellence of the color combina- 
tions, as displayed in the fine pho- 
tography, more than equalize the 
synthetic studio atmosphere. 

Story is a lightly-concocted ro- 
mance on a South Sea _ island. 
Young son of the chief has his future 
wife selected in elaborate ceremony, 
and then departs for America and an 
education. Fifteen years later, Jon 
Hall, out of Harvard, returns de- 
termined not to marry Miss Lamour, 
but the pair meet without formal 
introductions and soon fall in love. 
Hall’s slippery cousin, Philip Reed, 
tries to break up the affair, and is 
banned from the island. He returns, 
however, to disrupt the wedding 
ceremony, does some fancy shooting 
until the volcano suddenly erupts to 
spread terror and destruction in good 

ompeii fashion. When the fire- 
works are over, the marriage party 
is safe on a rock ledge for the fade- 
out. 

Miss Lamour and Hall, in the two 
leads, handle their roles in uniform 
fashion. Lynne Overman, as the sea 
captain guardian of the boy and man, 

| provides some droll comedy to the 
proceedings. 

Of major importance in the enter- 
tainment sector are the large num- 
ber of colorful sets, native dances 

| and excellent musical background of 
Tahitian tunes. Miss Lamour sings 
one island sony in typical style. 
| Process photography and miniatures 
| depicting the volcano eruption and 








| resultant havoc of the island is of 
| high merit and particularly effec- 
| tive. Photography by Karl Struss, 


| Wilfred Cline and William Snyder 
, sets a new pace for color quality, 
especially in the lithting department. 
Despite the lightly - frameworked 
| Script provided, director Al Santell 
keenly pilots the production, deftly 
dovetailing the story with the large 
froun of sets and interest-arresting 
numbers, Walt. 


Unfinished Business 
Hollywood, Aug. 23. 


Universal release of Gregory La Cava 
production; directed by La Cava. Stars 
Irene Dunne, Robert Montgomery; features 
Preston Foster. Sereenplay by Eugene 
Thackery; eamera. Joseph Valentine. Pre- 
viewed in studio projection room, Aug. 22, 
‘41. Running time, 94 MINS, 


POMOGY ANATOWB 6s é svi6cacdexes Irene Dunne 
Tommy Duncan........ Robert Montgomery 
Steve Duncan...... Ceceneses Preston Foster 
Rarer e6oesere Eugene Pallette 
See wT eT TTT iyi irre Dick Foran 
Aunt Mathidla...... Seeneveprees Esther Dale 
RE Ss isc bas BOS O8 ss Walter Catlett 
PE so velsssee C0ecceveses Richard Davies 
Co COereceteccs Kathryn Adams 
DOGO... 006 oe ceseccoseees-Samuel S. Hinds 
i I ee rr Ee June Clyde 
SR easevtasacdnciae wan eacis Phyliss Barry 





| Gregory La Cava’s directorial tech- 
nique lifted a rather rambling tale 





to better than average rating. As 
result, ‘Unfinished Business’ is a 
moderate offering, aided by marquee 
voltage of the Irene Dunne-Robert 
Montgomery starring team, to pro- 
vide profitable biz as billtopper in 
the key spots and regular runs. 

Story unfolds the romantic and 
marital adventures and problems of 
a girl from a small Ohio town, and 
a millionaire playboy in New York. 
Irene Dunne is the girl who takes a 
train flirtation by Preston Foster too 
seriously; but later meets and elopes 
with Foster’s younger brother, Rob- 
ert Montgomery, after a gay binge. 
Following a wild fling at night clubs 
for a few weeks, pair settle down to 
soberness and living at home, but 
marital happiness is upset by misun- 
derstood brushoff of Foster by the 
bride. This precipitates a separation, 
the wife disdppearing and the dis- 
illusioned Montgomery joining the 
army. A year later she is discovered 
singing in an opera chorus and the 
in-love Montgomery fails to under- 
stand her explanation of her love 
for him, and that ‘in every women’s 
life, there’s some unfinished busi- 
ness,’ of romantic nature. But it all 
clears up when Foster takes a clip 
on the chin to bring the couple to- 
gether, and Montgomery is surpris- 
ingly introduced to his baby son. 

La Cava guides the tale mainly on 
the light side, and does much to 
overcome the straying script that 
does not entirely provide a clear 
channel of development. There are 
several decidedly humen_ touches 
that clearly stamp the La Cava tech- 
nique—Foster’s pickup of Miss 
Dunne on the train; Montgomery’s 
drinking bouts; the squeeky shoes 
of butler Eugene Pallette; Montgom- 
ery’s byplay with the nitery switch- 
board; and the Walter Catlett cari- 
cature of the famous night club op- 
erator who takes it for granted he’s 
famous. Latter might easily be pat- 
terned after Billy Rose, nor is the 
Seen character’s name too dissimi- 
ar. 

Picture is highlighted by group of 
uniform performances. Miss Dunne 
grooves neatly to carry the main role, 
while Montgomery is more on the 
serious side without the lightness 
that has characterized his most re- 
cent appearances. Foster does well 
as the roving romancer, while P?]- 
lette scores solidly as the butler 
whose attitude and mannerisms must 
have been culled by La Cava from 
real life. Excellent support is pro- 
vided by Esther Dale, Catlett. Rich- 
ard Davies, June Clyde and Dick 
Foran. 

Production mounting is first class 
in every technical department, with 
photography by Joseph Valentine 
uniformly fine. Miss Dunne sings 
‘When We Were Young Maggie,” in 
addition to a brief excerpt from an 
operatic aria. Walt. 


WORLD PREMIERE 


Paramount release of Sol C. 
duction. Features John Barrymore, FEu- 
gene Pallette, Frances Farmer, Virginia 
Dale, Don Castle, Fritz Feld, Ricardo Cor- 


Siegel pro- 


——. 


ening notes and otherwise scaring 
everyone on the lot. Three real 
spies, however, get mixed up with 
the phonies and no one is quite sure 
where the press-agentry ends and 
the actual thing begins. The trio af 
Axis agents—Sig Ruman, Fritz Feld 
and Luis Alberni—are an unbeat- 
able belly-laugh-grabbing combo 
whom Par might well make use of in 
future pix. 

Their job is to,steal the film which 
—for publicity purposes—is travel- 
ing cross-country in the cage of Ben- 
gal Pictures’ mascot, a tiger (any re. 
flection on Metro’s Leo is eniirely 
coincidental—maybe ). Getting mixed 
up in this print-thieving operation 
of the dumb-dora trio are Ricardo 
Cortez, the star, who is traveling 
with a ‘friend,’ Frances Farmer, who 
gets more than slightly annoyed at 
Cortez’s open play for Virginia Dale, 
one of the lesser players in ‘Earth’ 
William Wright, as a columnist 
tabbed ‘Luther Skinkley,’ is pro- 
moting Miss Farmer's burn against 
Cortez to provide chatter for his 
pillar. Eugene Palletie, as the guy 
who financed the film, is going nuts 
through all this, as might be ex- 
pected. 

Entire thing is treated frothily and 
with tongue-in-cheek, but direction 
of this type of farce requires a 
peculiar talent which Teiz!aff—who 
recently gave up camera-grinding to 
become 2 megger—evidently does 
not possess. He gets maximum com- 
edy neither from his actors nor sit- 
uations, despite the fact the ma- 
terial is there to produce results. 

Herb. 


Scattergood Meets B’way 
Hollywood, Aug. 22. 


RKO release of Jerrold T. Brandt pro- 
duction; associate producer, Frank Mele 
ford. Features Guy Kibbee. Directed by 
Christy Cabanne Screenplay by Michael 


Simmons and Ethel Stone, from stories by 
Clarence Budington Kelland; camera, Jack 
McKenzie; editor, John Sturges: asst. direce 


tor, Kenneth Holmes. Previewed at Cali- 
fornia, Huntington Park, Aug. 21, ‘41, 
Running time, 70 MINS. 

Scattergood Baines.......... . Guy Kibbee 
Mirandy. o00nse se éebebone se Emma Dunn 
ig, TOT OE CE: evee Compton 
ae rer ee Bradley Page 
fi eee ke NV 6806¢eeneh008< Vrank Jenks 
Co Sr it emer William Henry 
SOR rere peters Mildred Coles 
SAE er error Paul White 
sepa EEE EERO Ce fee ere Chester Clute 
PS b.cdoeene Mae xsau eae Carl Stockdale 
Se Se ee Charlotte Walker 


.. Sharon Mackie 


Seattergood Baines, rural philoso- 
|pher and business man, arrives in 
|New York to outwit a pair of city 
| slickers in this third entry in the 
| Seattengood series. It’s good pro- 
|gram fare of homespun texture that 
will groove best in the family and 
hinterland bookings as solo or strong 
supporting attraction. 

Clarence Budington Kellend’s fic- 
tional character of the cross-roads 
town has paraded for many years 
through the pages of national mag- 
azines, and recently received radio 
impetus for widening audience in- 
terest. Picture indicates that pro- 
ducer Jerrold Brandt has a money- 











tez. Directed by Ted Tetzlaff. Stcreenpla . . 

by Earl Felton from original ae" > making series of moder: te cost that 
Felton and Gordon Kahn: camera, Dan, Will linger profitably in films. 

Flapp; editor, Archie Marshek. Reviewed | Story poses Baines’ problem of 
Bg ge Aug. 20, 1941. Run-| straichtening out a young fellow- 
Duncan DeGrasse John Barrymore | townsman who has playwriting as- 
Kitty Carr..... nat: Franc oa Save | pirations. Boy gets tangled with a 
Gregory Martin.....e.sse0:. Eugene Pallette |pair of impecunious play promoters 
Lee Morrison........<. eee. Virginia Dale| who use a dizzy blonde to provide 
Mark Saunders... .....ccccces Ricardo Cortez | the bankroll, and then walk out with 
Frans vn Bushmaster...... _ ge nes the coin. Scat comes to the rescue 
BO Mls 6.5 40d snwe neeeees ; on astle e : 4 
Luther Skinkley............ William Wright |to select a new leading lady, under- 
Muller... ........sseeeeeeeseee+---Fritz Feld | write the show to keep the boy from 
=e Scaletti-s.scesesseeee- Par oo | the law, and waits just long enough 
| ited aaa pibendit tar a eke | to see the play a success. 


Sad part about this one is what 
it might have been and misses being 
by the skin on a director’s teeth. 
Just a little more knowledge of how 
to handle wacky comedy, just a little 
more effort in the right places, and 
this could have been one of the laugh 
highlights of the season. As it is, 
it stacks up as an entertaining and 
good grade B which should account 
for moderate quantity of moolah at 
the b.o. 

It’s a burlesque of Hollywood it- 
self and played to the hilt. There’s’ 
no holding back on any of the crack- 
brained press-agentry. the ineptness 
of producers, the leading-man-try- 
ing-to-make-the-ingenue and _ the 
other vagaries that at one time or 
another have been known to mark 
filmdom. It is all skillfully inter- 
played in a yarn by Earl Felton and 
Gordon Kahn and neatly cast in most 
parts; and its failure to achieve the 
topnotch farce brackets falling 
squarely on director Ted Teizlaff, 
ex-cinematographer. 

As the label indicates, Felton and 
Kahn have used the ‘World Pre- 
miere’ gag as the taking off place for 
their fun-pokin~ at the cinema cap- 
ital. Story is wrapped around the 
trip of the cast of ‘The Earth’s on 
Fire’ and a flock of correspondents 
from Hollywood to Washington for 
the preem of the pic. 

John Barrymore, as the producer 
(who isn’t sure when seeing a pic 
substituted by spies whether it is the 
one he produced or not), tosses in 
every one of the whimsies on which 
his current rep is based. He’s a 
solid laugh-getter with his hamola- 
ing. Among his fave bits of busi- 
ness is the phrase ‘Chop him’ at 
split-second intervals to sever some- 
body else from the payroll of Bengal 
Pictures, Inc. 

Pic he has made is an expose of 
the Axis, and-he and p.a. Don Castle 
determine on some real publicity by 
having bogus spies send him threat- 


Despite the familiar situations, di- 
rector Christy Cabanne carries the 
yarn at a consistent pace for general 
interest, taking full advantage of 
neat setup by Michael Simmons and 
Ethel Stone. Technical contributions 
are especially good for moderately 
budgeted programmer, with photog- 
raphy by Jack McKenzie consistently 
uniform. 

_Guv Kibbee clicks again as the de- 
cidedly human and homespun back- 
woods tycoon who easily outmaneu- 
vers the city slickers: latter excel- 
lently portrayed by Frank Jenks and 
Bradley Page. Romance is taken 
care of by playwright William Henry 





| ton 


and Mildred Coles, while Joyce Comp- 
catches attention as the *'-nde 
goledigver. Walt. 


THIS WOMAN IS MINE 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Aug. 20. 


Universal release of Frank Lloyd pro- 
duction, directed by Lloyd; associate pro- 
ducer, Jack H. Skirball. Stars Franchot 
Tone, John Carroll, Screenplay by Seton 
I, Miller and Frederick Jackson: based on 
novel, ‘I, James Tewis,’ by Gilbert W. 
Gabriel; camera, Milton Krasner: editor, 


Edward Curtiss; asst. director, Fred Frank; 
special effects, Jon Fulton; dialog direc- 
tor, Franklin Gay: songs, Bernie Grossman, 





Charles Previn, Richard Hageman. Ppre- 
viewed at Warners’ Reverly, Aug. 19, ‘41. 
Running time, 91 MINS, 

tn EET ETS Franchot Tone 
Ovide de Montigny.............. John Carroll 
Capt. Jonathan Thorn..... Walter Brennan 
Julie Morgan........ 000 ban sse's Carol Bruce 
Duncan MacDougall............Nigel Bruce 
2nd Mate Mumford..... errs Paul Hurst 
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Strong Holdovers Dominate Chi; 
- ‘Aunt’ 2d Week Plus Heidt, $45,000, 
Earl Carroll Pushes Hall to 206 





Chicago, Aug. 26. 

Business continues good through- 
out the loop this week, aided and 
abetted by cooler weather and a 
bigger influx of out-of-towners. 
Holding over and going to another 
robust session is ‘Charley’s Aunt’ at 
the Chicago. Second week for the 
flicker but the stage has a new item 
in the Horace Heidt orchestra. Com- 
bination is scoring an _ excellent 
$45,000. 

Across the street the strength of 
the Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities’ unit is 
getting a trim play for the State- 
Lake, coupled with ‘Dance Hall.’ 
The Carroll unit is creating fine 
comment throughout town, being 
credited with bulk of a hefty $20,000. 

Rest of the town is all holdover 
with the exception of the Garrick 
which has ‘Ringside Maisie’ after a 


long stretch with ‘Bride Came 
€.0.D.° 
United Artists continues smartly 


with ‘Life Begins for Andy Hardy’ 
while the Palace is brilliant on its 
fourth week with ‘Hold That Ghost.’ 
Exploitation is the answer to the run 
of ‘Underground’ in the Woods. Re- 
suit is that the flicker will go sev- 
eral weeks. 
Estimates for This Week 


Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 28-33-55-65- | 


75)—‘Stars Look Down’ (M-G) (2d 
wk). Had an okay session last week 
at $6,200 and coming through with 
neat $5,000 this week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and Horace 
Heidt orch unit on stage. Second 
week for the picture, Heidt’s outfit 
helping gross to bright $45,000. Last 
week, the Andrews Sisters plus the 
Gene Krupa orchestra gave Jack 
Benny’s comedy a mammoth $55,800. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-55-65-75) 
—'Ringside Maisie’ (M-G). Just an- 


other flicker and nothing to be ex- | 


cited about at $3,500. Last weck. 


‘Bride C.O.D.” (WB) wound up four | 
weeks | 


weeks in the loov and three 
here to a fine $5, 


Oriental (Iroquois) (3.200; 28-44 )— | 


‘Billy Kid’ (M-G) and ‘Million Dollar 
Baby’ (WB). Subsequent-run combo 
is all right, satisfactory $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Men Boys Town’ (M-G) and 
‘Love Crazy’ (M-G), strong $8.300. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500: 33-44-66 )— 
‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Melody Three’ 
(RKO) (3d wk). Fourth week starts 
today Tuesday). Third session was 
another honey at $12,000. and the 
flicker will go into Labor Day at its 
current stride. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Shepherd Hills’ (Par). Will not 
last long and will be replaced any 
day by ‘Manpower’ (WB). The cur- 
rent flicker came uv with a fair 
enough $9,700 on its first session last 
week and may grab $7,500, mild, this 
week. 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700: 28-44)— 


‘Dance Hall’ (20th) and Earl Car- 
roll’s ‘Vanities’ unit on stage. Ex- 
cellent vaude entertainment in this 


unit will score neat business. In 
the big coin with indicated $20,000. 
Last week, whirlwind at $23,600 for 
‘Bowery Blitzkreig’ (Mono) and 
Sally Rand on the stage. 

United Artists (B&K-M-G) (1,700: 
35-55-65-75) — ‘Life Begins Hardy’ 
(M-G) (2d wk). Strong entry in the 
Hardy series will come up with 
clean-cut $12,000 currently, 
smacking home a hotcha $17,200 last 
week, 

Woods (Essaness) (1,200: 33-44-55) 
—‘Underground’ (WB) (2d wk). 
With splendid publicity and exploi- 
tation support, this picture is getting 
money, taking strong $10.500 last 
week, and fine $8,500 current session. 





CINCY ABOVE PAR 


‘Jordan’ Sturdy $10,000 — ‘Bomber’ 
13G, ‘Hardy’ Fine H.O. 
Cincinnati, Aug. 26. 

Ace theatres are doing favorable 
end-of-summer trade, though general 
take is several notches under 
week. ‘Dive Bomber’ at the Albee 
is this week’s b.o. zoomer. ‘Here 
Comes Mr. Jordan’ is turning in a 
pleasing Palace figure. 


Estimates for This Week 


.ilbee (RKO) (3,300; 33-40-50)— 
Dive Bomber’ (WB). Swell $13,000. 


Last week, ‘Wild Geese’ (20th), sat- | 


isfactory $10,000. 
; Capitel_ (RKO) 
Hold Ghost’ (U). 
week for moveover run. Dandy $4.000 
following last week's very 
$5,500. Pic tugged a hefty $12,000 in 
first week at Palace. 

Family (RKO) (1.000; 15-28)--‘Des- 
| pang Cargo’ (PRC) and ‘Accent on 
Ove (20th), split with ‘Dance Hall’ 
beady and ‘Fugitive Valley’ (Mono). 
Okay $1,900. Same last week on 
Wide Open Town’ (Par) and ‘For 
Beauty’s Sake’ (20th), divided with 
‘Murder by Invitation’ (Mono) and 
Gambling Daughters’ (PRC). 

Grand (RKO) (1,430; 33-40-50)-— 





after | 


last | 


(2,000; 33-40-50)— | 
Held for second | 


good | 


as 


‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G). Switched 
from Palace for second week. Ex- 
cellent $6,000. Last week, ‘Charley’s 
| Aunt’ (20th), second week of move- 
over run, hot $5,500. 

Keith’s (Lisbon) (1,500; 33-40-50)— 
‘Manpower’ (WB) (2d run). No dice 
at $2,800. Last week, ‘Bad Men Mis- 
souri’ (WB), fair $4,500. 

Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 33-40-50)— 
\‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th). Second 
| moveover and fourth week on front 
iline. Fair $3,000. Last week, ‘Un- 
|}derground’ (WB) (2d run), mild 


,000. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600; 33-40-50)— 
‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col). Elegant $10,000. 
| Last week, ‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G), 
|} wham $15,500. 


‘DIVE BOMBER’ 
116, SEATTLE 


Seattle, Aug. 26. 
There’s a healthy feel to show biz 
' these days, as defense dough starts 
| circulating away from refrigerators, 
radios and other early installment 
buying. That’s where the idle fel- 
| lows started to spend their defense 
| dollars when back to work. Now 
| they are thinking more of amuse- 
ments. 
‘Reluctant Dragon’ opened okay at 
Blue Mouse for anticipated run of 
i two weeks, or so. The Hardy opus 
at Fifth is in second week. ‘Jungle 
| Cavalcade" is ditto at Liberty, both 
| having had big opening weeks. ‘Dive 
| Bomber’ at the Orpheum is doing 
j Sonrine, best here. 
‘Hold Ghost’ takes a third week 
moving from Hamrick-Evergreen’s 
| Orpheum to Sterling’s Roosevelt. 
Estimates for This Week 
Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850: 30-40-50) — ‘Reluctant Dragon’ 














(RKO) and ‘They Meet Again’ 
(RKO) started off healthily, big 
| $4.600. Last week, ‘Kiss Boys (Par) 


| and ‘Forced Landing’ (Par) (2d wk), 
| good $2,700. 

| Coliseum (H-E) (1,900; 21-35)— 
‘Met in Bombay’ (M-G) and ‘Rage 
in Heaven’ (M-G) (2d run), look for 
good $2,900. Last week, ‘Billy Kid’ 
(M-G) and ‘Dare Not Love’ (Col) 
(2d run), slow $2,300. 

Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 30-40- 
50)—‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Navy Blue, Gold’ (M-G) (reissue) 
(2d wk) estimated $6,100, neat. Last 
week, same films, swell $9,300. Won- 
derful. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,650; 21-30-40)— 
‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) and ‘Two 
in Taxi’ (Col) (2d wk) getting on 
for big $4,500. Last week, same films, 
big $6,600. Best in long while. 


Music Box (H-E) (850; 30-40-50)— | 


‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and ‘Dressed to 
Kill’ (20th) hot release from Para- 
mount theatre, nice $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Tom, Dick, Harry’ (RKO) and 
‘Crutches’ (20th) dual, 3d week, $2,- 
500, good. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 30-40-50 )— 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and ‘Hurry, 
Charlie’ (RKO), marvelous $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Ghost’ (U) and ‘Highway 
West’ (WB) (2d wk), $5,400, big. 

Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 21-40)— 
‘Bowery Blitz’ (Mono) and on stage, 
Pollack Bros. circus, return engage- 
ment, $7,000, wonderful. Kid admish 
tilted to 20c. Last week, ‘Cracked 


Nuts’ (U) and ‘Murder Invitation 
(Mono), plus vaude, $4,000, slow. 


(3,039: 30-40-50) 
and ‘Mad 


Paramount (H-E) 
‘Life Caroline’ (RKO) 


‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and ‘Dressed to 
Kill’ (20th) (2d wk), $4,300, good. 
Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 30-40-50) 


‘Hold Ghost’. (U), hot from; 
Orpheum, okay $3,600. Last week 
| (21-35) ‘Knew Answers’ (Col) and | 
| ‘Affectionately Yours’ (WB) (2d | 


run), $1,900. fair. 

Winter Garden (Sterling) (800; 16- 
| 30)—‘Pot o’ Gold’ @MJA) and ‘Singa- 
pore Woman’ (WB) (2d run), neat 
$2200. Last week, ‘Miss Jones’ 
(RKO) and ‘Magic in Musie’ (Par) 
(2d run), $2,300, big. 


$$ 


‘Maisie,’ ‘Missouri’ Get 
| Fair $13,000 Apiece, J.C. 


Jersey City, Aug. 26. 
| Comedy-loving Jersey City is 
| treating ‘Ringside Maisie,’ at Loew's, 
io average business, considered good 
for such a feature. Stanley’s ‘Bad 
Men of Missouri,’ also doing about 
the same fair business. “Tom, Dick 
and Harry’ continues satisfactory a 
second week at the State. 
Estimates for This Week 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (3,205; 28-33-50)— 
‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Adven- 
(M-G). Expect a 





ure Washington’ 
| satisfactory $13,000. Last week, 
‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) and ‘Get- 


Doctor’ (Par), nice $6,300. Last week, | 


(Subject to Change) 





Week of Aug. 28 

Astor—‘Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde’ (M-G) (2d wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(42d wk). 

Capitol—‘Life Begins for Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G) (2d wk). 

Criterion — ‘Whistling in 
Dark’ (M-G). 

(Reviewed in Varitry Aug, 6) 

Globe—'No Greater Sin’ (Uni- 
versity ). 

Hollywood — ‘Sergeant 
(WB) (9th wk). 

Music Hall — ‘Little Foxes’ 
(RKO-Goldwyn) (2d wk). 

Paramount — ‘Aloma of the 
South Seas’ (Par) (27). 

(Reviewed in Current Issue) 

Rialto — ‘Parachute Battalion’ 
(RKO). 

(Reviewed in Variety July 16) 

Roxy — ‘Wild Geese Calling’ 
(20th) (29). 

(Reviewed in Vaniery July 30) 

Strand—‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) 
(29). 

(Reviewed in Variety Aug. 13) 

Week of Sept. 4 

Astor—Dr. Jekyll and Mr. 
Hyde’ (M-G) (3d wk). 

Broadway—‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
(43d wk). 

Criterion—‘West Point Widow’ 
(Par). 

Hollywood — ‘Sergeant 
(WB) (10th wk). 

Music Hall — ‘Little Foxes’ 
(RKO-Goldwyn) (3d wk). 

Paramount —‘Aloma of 
South Seas’ (Par) (2d wk). 

Rivoli — ‘Unfinished Business’ 
(U) (1). 

Roxy — ‘Wild Geese Calling’ 
(20th) (2d wk). 

Strand—‘Dive Bomber’ 
(2d wk). 


the 


York’ 


York’ 


the 


(WB) 








Away’ (M-G), great $16,300 and 
above expectations. 

Stanley (WB) (4,500; 28-33-50)— 
‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) and 
‘Blondie Society’ (Col). Fair $13,000 
seen. Last week, ‘Shepherd Hills’ 
(Par) and ‘Highway West’ (WB), 
mild $12,000. 

State (Skouras) (2,150; 28-33-50)— 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) (2d wk) and 
‘Prisoner Devil’s Island’ (Col) (lst 
wk). Good $8,500 is the gross an- 
ticipated. Last week, lead feature 
and “Two Taxi’ (Col), big $13,000. 


‘BABY -KRUPA 
$21,000, OMAHA 


Omaha, Aug. 26. 

Top gross which threatens to 
smash the $21,000 Sammy Kaye rec- 
ord at the Orpheum is that of Gene 
|'Krupa and revue which opened to 
|such terrific business Friday (22) 
| that the house expects to better this 
old mark. Cooler weather is help- 
{ing all over. Picture with Krupa is 
‘Million Dollar Baby.” The Omaha 
| with ‘Manpower’ and ‘For Beauty’s 
| Sake’ will do mildly. 
| $4,000. 
| Estimates for This Week 
Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 10-40- 
55)-—*Million Dollar Baby’ (WB) and 











| Gene Krupa band and revue. 
| $21,000, and maybe more. Last week, 
,‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘San Antonio 
| Rose’ (U), fine $12,000 at 10-30-40. 

| Omaha (Tristates) (2,000: 10-30-40) 
|!—‘Manpower’ (WB) and ‘For Beau- 
| ty’s Sake’ (20th). Rather light $7,800. 


| Last week, ‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) | 


'and ‘Hello Sucker’ (WB), a fair 
| $8,000. 

Brandeis (Mort Singer) (1.500: 10- 
25-35-40 )—Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 
‘Hurry, Charlie’ (RKO) (2d wk). 
Pretty good $4,000. Last week, $7,000, 


very big. 


State (Goldberg) (900: 10-20-25) 
i‘Caught Draft’ (Par) and ‘Woman’s 
Face’ (M-G) split with ‘Washington 
|Melodrama’ (M-G), ‘Flight Destiny’ 
| (WB) and ‘Time for Rhythm’ (Col) 
Good $1,000. Last week. ‘Billy Kid’ 
(M-G) and ‘So Ends Night’ (UA) 
split with ‘Penalty’ (M-G), ‘Adven- 
|ture Washington’ (Col) and ‘Man 


'Lost Self’ (U). fair $925. 

| Town (Goldberg) (1.500: 10-20-25) 
—‘Saddle Mates’ (Rep), ‘Fog’ (WB) 
land ‘South Panama’ (PRC), trivle 


| split with ‘Arizona Gang’ (PRC), | 
| ‘Devil Bat’ (PRC) and ‘Outlaws Rio’ | 


(PRC), ‘Model Wife’ (U), ‘Farmer’s 


Daughter’ (Par). Fair $900. Last 
week, ‘Son David Crockett’ (Col). 
‘Nurse’s Secret’ (WB). ‘Scattergood 
| Baines’ (RKO), triple split with 
| ‘Wildcat Tucson’ (Col), ‘Caught Act’ 
' (PRC) and ‘Ghost Town’ (PRC), 
‘Gay Vagabond’ (Rep), ‘Wings’ 


| (Par), light $875. 

Avenue - Military - Dundee’ (Gold- 
| berg) (960-600-300; 25)—‘Caught in 
| Draft’ (Par). ‘Woman’s Face. (M-G) 


split with ‘Washington Melodrama’ | 


and 
Good 


(M-G), 
‘Time Out 


‘Flight Destiny’ (WB) 
Rhythm’ (Col). 


| $1,000. .Last week, ‘Billy Kid’ (M-G), | 


“So Ends Night’ (UA) split with 
‘Penalty’ (M-G), ‘Adventure Wash- 
| ington’ (Col), ‘Man Lost Self’ (U), 
} fair $900 


Smash | 


1.0. B'way Waiting for Labor Day: 
Little Foxes’ Summer Peak, $110,000, 
Draft’-Jessel, $24,000, ‘Hardy’ $20,000 








Broadway is overflowing with 
holdovers this week as the street's 
operators ready new strong bills for 
the Labor Day week. Paramount, 
Strand and Roxy bring in new at- 
tractions this week for the holiday 
weekend traffic while the Rivoli re- 
opens Sept. 1 with ‘Unfinished Busi- 
ness, after being shuttered all 
summer. 

Outstanding new entry is ‘Little 
Foxes’ at the Music Hall, heading for 
$110,000 or better, one of the biggest 
summer weeks containing no _ holi- 
days here. It is beating the mark of 
Bette Davis’ ‘All This, and Heaven 
Too,’ which played July 4 week a 
year ago, and easily topping the first 
week of ‘Pride and Prejudice,’ in 
August, 1940. Figured a cinch to ap- 
proach the $120,000 mark on Labor 
Day week, second session at the 
Hall. 

Other newcomer, ‘Life Begins for 
Andy Hardy,’ at the Capitol, is not 
faring as well as expected with un- 
der $20,000 in sight. This house has 
been in quite a slump of late. 

Pop runs of ‘Jekyli and Hyde’ at 
the Astor and ‘Segt. York’ at the 
Hollywood sees the former a little 
under its fast gait to hit $19,200, 
splendid for a second week at the 
current scale. ‘York’ is credited with 
$26,000, mighty good for its eighth 
week on Broadway. 

George Jessel is accounting for a 
bangup $24,000 at the State, with 
‘Caught in Draft’ fagged out from its 
five-week run at the Paramount. 
‘Fantasia’ is baffling its best friends, 
| again building to show $12,200 on its 
| 41st week at the Broadway. 

‘Citizen Kane’ plays date-and-date 
at the Palace and Albee, Brooklyn, 
for two weeks starting Sept. 4. Pic- 
ture originally played twice-a-day 
at upped prices in the Palace for its 
N. Y. preem.” On its return, it’s be- 
ing paired with ‘Mexican Spitfire.’ 

Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Loew’s) (1,012; 35-55-85- 
$1.10-$1.85) — ‘Jekyll-Hyde’ (M-G) 
(2d wk.). Holding up to the re- 
markable pace of the initial stanza, 
splendid $19,200; first week, $21,600. 

Broadway (Disney) (1,895; 55-75- 
$1.10-$1.65-$2.20) — ‘Fantasia (RKO) 
(42d wk.). Continues to build, with 
$12,200 on 4lst week, a pickup from 





previous stanza. Best Monday (25) 
mat since cold weather despite 
heavy downpour and sellout per- 


formances helping. Film did a nice 
comeback to $11,100 on its previous 
week. 

Capitol (Loew’s) (4,520; 35-55-85- 
| $1.10-$1.25) — ‘Life Andy Hardy’ 
|(M-G). Failing to snare full share 
}of weekend business; may not top 
| $20,000, which is under expectations, 
| but holds. Last week, ‘Hold Ghost’ 
|}(U) racked up nice $18,000 on its 
second and final session. 

Criterion (Loew’s) (1,662: 35-44-55- 
75)—‘Whistling in Dark’ (M-G). 
Starts today (Wednesday), with a 
preview showing. ‘World Premiere’ 
(Par), in last week, thin $5,700, 
worst first week here in a long time, 
after taking plenty of lambasting 
from critics. 

Globe (Brandt) (1.180: 28-35-55) 
‘40,000 Horsemen’ (Indie) (2d wk.). 
Satisfactory $6,000, after sturdy tak- 
ings at $8,000 on first session. ‘No 
Greater Sin’ (Indie) comes in to- 
morrow (Thursday). 

Hollywood (WB) 
—‘Sgt. York’ (WB) 
third stanza here, 
icluded Monday (25) 
ingly strong $26,000 





(1,225: 
(9th week) 
for week con- 
night, surpris- 
Credited witl 


and 


lightly usrider $30,000 on first eight 
days here. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 28-35-44-55- 
65-75)-—‘Bride C.O.D.2 (WB) (2d 


run) and ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th) (1st 


run). Not bad at $7,000. In ahead, 
‘Dance Hall’ (20th) and ‘Knew All 
Answers’ (Col) (both 2d run), about 
ame 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 35-55-85- | 
99)—‘Aloma’ (Par) and Tommy 
Dorsey band, Jack Gilford, Condos | 


Bros. on _ stage. Opening today 
(Wednesday). Last week, ‘Kiss Bovs 


| Goodbye’ (Par) wih Claude Thorn- 
|hill orch, Jerry Colonna (2d wk.). 
Ink Spots (4th wk.), mighty trim 


$49,090 on second stanza, Dut moved 
|out for new product; first stanza, 
| robust $39,000. 

| Radio City Music Hall (Rockefel- 
lers) (5,960: 44 - 55 - 85 - 99 - $1.65 )— 
‘Little Foxes’ (Goldwyn-RKO) 
staze show boosting USO theatre 
drive. Heading for phenomenal 
$110,000 or better, rated one of big- 
gest summer non-holiday weeks 
here. Last week, ‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) 
and stage show (2d wk). hefty $95,- 
000, better than anticinated. 


Rialto (Mayer) (750: 28-44-55)— 
i‘Citadel of Crime’ (Rep). Just 
i|medium at $4,700. Previous week, 


‘Mystery Ship’ (Col), okay $5,000. 


Rexy (20th) (5,835: 35-55-65-75-85) 
‘Cherlev’s Aunt’ (20th) and stage 
show (4th wk). Mighty fine takings 


at $34,000 getting a healthy 


alter 


75-$1.10) | 


and | 


. $39,500 on the third session. ‘Wild 
| Geese Calling’ (20th) opens Friday. 

State (Loew's) (3,400; 28-44-55-75- 
90-$1.10)—‘Caught Draft’ (Par) (2d 
run) plus George Jessel vaude show. 
Bob Hope film comedy well milked 
by long run at nearby Par. Slick 
$24,000,- nevertheless, which is ex- 
cellent profit here. Last week, ‘Met 
Bombay’ (M-G) (2d run) and Mills 
Bros., Henny Youngman, Mitzi May- 
fair, Frances Faye, exceedingly good 
| $23,000. 

(WB) 


|99)—*Bad Men 





| Strand (2,767; 35-55-75-85- 
Missouri’ (WB) and 
| ‘Rochester’ and Clyde Lucas band 
on stage (2d wk). Jack Benny’s 
|radio stooge and stage show held 
responsible for bulk of nice $28,000. 
| First week, trim $42,000. ‘Dive 
|Bomber’ (WB) in Friday wiih 
_ Sammy Kaye orch. 


YORK’ $9,000 IN 
OKAY LVILLE. 
‘JORDAN’ 86 


Louisville, Aug. 26. 

Customers get a break this week, 
with plenty of new product on down- 
town screens. Regular patrons, lured 
away from first -rug wickets by out- 
door diversions, summer opera, and 
nitht baseball, are getting the the- 
atre habit again making the general 
b.o. situation pretty healthy. Topper 
is ‘Sgt. York’ at the Mary Anderson, 
where the interest is pretty hoi after 
a bang-up exploitation campaign. 
Picture received benefit of some ex- 
tensive white space and is headed for 
a sure h.o. 

‘Andy Hardy’ is going creat guns 
on its moveover to the Brown with 
a figure that will beat many a winter 
gross here. 


Estimates for This Week 


Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Avenue) 
(1,400; 15-30-40)—‘Life Andy Hardy’ 
(M-G) and ‘Queen Perfect Crime’ 
(Col). Mickey Rooney name on mar- 
quee continues to be strong b.o. 
hypo. Moveover week will grab rcsy 
$3,500, better than midwinter biz. 
Last week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Hit 
Road’ (U), average $1,900. 

Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 15-35) 
..In Navy’ (U) and ‘Fog’ (WB), 
pretty potent pair, pulling in better 
than average biz, at $1,500. Last 
week, ‘Wings’ (Par) and ‘Flame New 
Orleans’ (U), light $1,000. 

Leew’s State (Loew's (3,300; 15-30- 
40)—‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and ‘Tillie 
the Toiler’ (Col). Setting a strong 
pace for other downtown houses, 
with ‘Jordan’ rated one of the 
son’s top pics by local critics. Excel- 
lent $8,000. Last week, ‘Life Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Queen Perfect 
Crime’ (Col), ranz the bell to the 
tune of grand $12,000, and moveover. 

Mary Andersen (Libson) (1,090: 
$1-62-30) York’ (WB). Special 
feature hit town with a two-week 
build-up by WB exploiteer, and is 
bringing in plenty of mazuma at 
slightly hiked prices. Dollar top 
(plus tax) is a little steen for local 
patrons for a single pic. But coin is 
plentiful. and they’re going for it. 
Close to $9.000 expected on first eight 


sea- 





‘Sat 


days ended Thursday (28). Last 
week, ‘Manpower’ (WB), third down- 
town week, held to six days, light 
1 $2,300 

Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3,400; 15- 
30-40) — ‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and 
‘Aloma South Seas’ (Par). This pair 
|} is pulling some class trade, but re- 
turns will be only fairish, probably 


medium $6,500. Last week, ‘Charley’s 
Aunt’ (20th) in face of strong oppo- 
| sish, drew strong $9,000 

Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1.490 
30-40) — ‘Life Cercline’ (RKO) and 
‘This Woman is Mine’ (U). Got good 
reviews, and aiming for pretty fair 
$3,200. Last week. ‘Parson Panamint’ 
(Par) and ‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep), 
mild $2,509. 


15- 


Call for Igloos 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
William Nigh gets the director 
chore on Universal’s frigki drama 
of the Arctic Circle, ‘North of the 
| Klondike.’ 
| Ben Pivar 
November. 





produces, starting in 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Burt Kelly’s maiden product’on 
effort at Paramount went into werk 
| with Robert Preston, Martha O’Dris- 
coll and Eva Gabor heading the cast. 
Ralph Murphy directs, with Theo- 
dore Sparkuhl behind the camera. 


- 
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Circus, Free Boxing, Fair, Eagles, 
Radio--Milwaukee's Big Headache 


| . 
| mixed opinions, the turnstiles are 


Milwaukee, Aug. 26. 

Although cooler weather and | 
booming industry have upped thea- | 
tre business to some extent, many 
operators are still groggy from the | 
wallops they have taken in the past 
couple of weeks from unprecedented | 
crowds attracted by outdoor opposi- | 
tion. 

The Ringling circus started the| 
cycle by playing to more than 20,000 | 
persons on its one day date here— 
near capacity in the afternoon, turn- | 
away at night. 

Then, on Saturday night, Pabst | 
Brewing Co. sponsored a free box- 
ing show on the lake front for the 
Eagles’ convention, the contest be- 
tween Tony Zale, middleweight 
champ, and Billy Pryor, with Jack 
Dempscy as referee, drawing 135,000 


non-paying spectators, the largest 
crowd ever to witness a boxing 
match. 


Notwithstanding the jam at this 
event, 18,000 persons comprised a 
paying Saturday night audience for 
Alka Seltzer’s National Barn Dance 
show which opened the Wisconsin 
State Fair; it was another record, 
both for the show itself and for the 
fair’s opening. 

Then, on Sunday, another record 
went smash for the State Fair, with 
122,612 persons passing through the 
turnstiles—biggest day ever. 

But another 100,000 persons lined 
the streets Sunday afternoon for the 
Eagles’ convention four hour parade. 
At the same time a smaller audience 
of 7,000 witnessed The Milwaukee 
Journal’s annual aquatic show, and 
Sunday night an additional 10,000 
people went to the Washington Park 
Temple of Music to hear John 
Carter, radio tenor, the Wisconsin | 
Symphony orchestra and Father 
Flanagan of Boys’ Town. 

Windup of ‘Music Under the Stars’ 
series in Washington Park on Tues- 
day night, with James Melton and 
Francia White, brought the sum- 
mer’s record turnout there—50,000 
persons in the audience. 

The American Legion convention 
opens Sept. 15. 


Exposish Bops Mpls.; 
‘Hardy’ Hefty $9,500, 
«Others Slip Badly 


Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 

With its big grandstand show (it 
had Edgar Bergen and Ted Weems 
on opening day) and numerous other 
counter attractions, the Minnesota 
State Fair is tough opposition for the 
film houses currently. Most tran- 
sients attracted are from compara- 
tively nearby towns and remain only 
for a day without patronizing the 
showhouses, so they’re no help. Ex- 
position is really cutting into the 
theatres this year. 

However, despite this stiff com- 
petition, ‘Life Begins With Andy 
Hardy,’ the sole important new- 
comer, is getting a heavy play at the 
State. Like last week there’s only 
one holdover, ‘Dive Bombers,’ thus 
affording the public a wide choice 
again. ‘Moon Over Miami’ started 
well at the Orpheum, but has slowed 
down. 

The Orpheum gets one of its in- 
frequent stage shows, George White’s 











clicking. Hefty $9,500 indicated. 


Last week. ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB), big | 


$9,300. 
Uptown (Par) (1,300; 28-39)— 
‘Caught Draft’ (Par). First neigh- 


borhood showing, and still going like 
house afire. Tremendous $4,000 may 
be reached. Last week, ‘Great Dic- 
tator’ (UA), first neighborhood 
showing, big $3,200. 

World (Par-Steffes) (350; 28-39-44- 
55) — ‘Shining Victory’ (WB). 
Roughly handied by 
Mild $1,500. Last week, ‘Kiss Boys 
Goodbye’ (Par) (2d wk), light $1,200. 


Det. Biz 10% Off On 
Transport Strike; 
‘Hardy’ Neat $20,000 


Detroit, Aug. 26. 
Weathering a transportation strike 
which knocked out all streetcars and 
buses here, Detroit's first-runs came 


through with a near-phenomenon— 
only 10% decline in biz. Despite the 
hitch-hiker setup, conditions here 
continue to flourish. Matinees are 
off, shoppers and the usual femme 
trade won’t come to the pics. But 
nights are booming with theatre 
crowds taking haif-hour to hour 
waits and the bewildered managers 
aspirin, 

Condition is baffling to most ex- 
hibs. Biz this week will hit above 
normal despite the fact that the 
sole transportation is by private car 
and half the public is dependent on 
lifts to get places. Nobody can 
figure it out unless it’s because the 
harassed public wants to get away 
from it all. Fox fell off from a ter- 
rific $30,000 with ‘Charley’s Aunt’ 
and ‘Dance Hall’ to a healthy $19,000. 
Michigan is offering the only new 
bill, ‘Life Begins for Andy Hardy’ 
and ‘Ringside Maisie,’ and will take 
a big $20,000. Other oddity here is 
that the remaining two first-runs 
are riding through with holdovers, 


Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40-55) 
—Tom, Dick’ (RKO) (4th wk) and 
‘For Beauty’s Sake’ (20th). Latter 
is a freshener in place of last week’s 
‘Cracked Nuts’ (U). Still good for 
$5,500 after last week’s $6,000. 


Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,000; 30-40- 
55)—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and 
‘Dance Hall’ (20th) (2d wk). Will 
tack a healthy $19,000 behind a ter- 
rific $30,000 last week. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; 
30-40-55) —‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G). Con- 
sidering everything, smash $20,000. 
Last week, ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) and 
‘Fog’ (WB) (2d wk), so-so $10,500, 
after average $15,000. 


Palms - State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-55)—‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) 
and ‘Fog’ (WB) (3d wk). Bill taken 
over intact from Michigan. still 
seems good for nice $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) and ‘Navy 
Blue, Gold’ (M-G) (reissues), okay 
$9,000. 








some critics. | 


INDPLS. ONLY SO-SO 


‘Ice-Capades’-Jan Garber, $12,000— 
‘Kiss Boys,’ Nice $7,500 








Indianapolis, Aug. 26. 

Coin is about evenly divided in 
| the downtown sector with all in the 
|black, but none is_ outstanding. 
| Loew's with ‘Life Begins for Andy 
'Hardy’ dualed with ‘Ellery Queen’s 
|Perfect Crime’ is holding over a 
second week, and still strong. In- 
|diana is healthy with ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye.’ 

Jan Garber is enjoying a profitable 
week at the Lyric, where his orches- 
tra is pulling in nice biz on the 
stage with ‘Ice-Capades’ film. 

Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,600; 25-30- 
40)—‘Man Hunt’ (20th) and ‘Dance 
Hall’ (20th), average $6,500. Last 
week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and ‘Hit 
| Road’ «U), oke $5,700 on second 
week downtown after playing first 
week at Indiana. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3,100; 25-30- 
40)—'Kiss Boys’ (Par) and ‘Parson 
Panamint’ (Par), okay $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and 
‘Accent on Love’ (20th), nice $9,000. 

Loew's (Loew's) (2,400; 25-30-40) 
— Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Queen’s Perfect Crime’ (Col) (2d 
wk), good $8,500. Last week, same 
bill in first stanza did near-capacity 
to garner sucko $14,000. 

Lyric (Lyric) (1,900; 30-40-50)— 
‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep) and Jan Garber 
orch on stage, good $12,000. Last 
week, ‘This Way Please’ (Par) (re- 
issue) and vaude turned in plenty 
profits with $9,800 because of ex- 
tremely low nut. 








Defense Coin Hypos 
Buffalo; ‘Whistling’ 
Plus Vaude, $13,000 


Buffalo, Aug. 26. 

The swell showing of first-run 
theatres in this heavy defense-money 
town rates top-page mention in the 
current picture biz book. With $750,- 
000,000 in defense goods on order or 
in work here, ticket choppers are 
beginning to glow with all indica- 
tions that even happier days are just 
around the corner. 

Holdovers continue powerful at 
three houses. ‘Life Begins for Andy 
Hardy’ is vigorous after running up 
top-mast figures in a surprise initial 
session, while ‘Manpower’ and ‘Hold 
Ghost’ are seeing slick second rub- 
ber winnings. ‘Whistling in Dark’ 
and Bob Armstrong are pacing a 
sharp stanza at the Buffalo. 


Estimates for This Week 





Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 35-55)— 
‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G) and Bob 
Armstrong orch on stage. Younger 


crowd giving this one heavy play 
should drive gross up to around fine 
$13,000. Last week, ‘Manpower’ 
(WB) and ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G) 
spurted in for nearly $14,000, mighty 
sweet. 

Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 35-55) 
—‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Private Nurse’ (20th) (2d wk). Still 
full of vim and may reach an im- 
pressive $11.000. Last week, went 
ga-ga and romped in with riproaring 
$16,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 35-45)—‘Man- 
power’ (WB) and ‘Ringside Maisie’ 
(M-G) (2d run). Continuing for 








Frisco; Jordan 


‘Cavalcade’ Remarkable $16,400 In 


11446 Beats Ist Wk. 





San Francisco, Aug. 26. 








*Scandals,’ Friday (29). 
Estimates for This Week 


Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-28)— | 
‘Getaway’ (M-G) and ‘Her First 
Beau’ (Col). In for five days and 


should grab gatisfactory $1,300. Last 
week, ‘For Beauty’s Sake’ (20th) 
and ‘Raiders of Desert’ (U), split 


with ‘Passage Hongkong’ (WB) and 
*Accent on Love’ (20th), oke $1,700 
in nine days. 

Century (P-S) (1,600; 28-39-44) 
—‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) (2d wk). 
Moved here from State after healthy 
week there. Still in the money. 
Mild $2,800. Last week, ‘Reluctant 
Dragon’ (RKO), $3,600. Pretty good. 

Esquire (Berger) (290; 28-44)— 
*Wild Oats’ (Indie) and ‘Sun Wor- 
shippers’ (Indie), with Mrs. Jardine 
McCree, sex lecturer, in person. 
Daring front landing the sex seek- 
ers. Big $1,500 in prospect. 

Gopher (P-S) (998; 28)—‘Ringside 
Maisie’ (M-G). This series popular 
here, only fair $2,300. Last week, 
*Ice-Capades’ (Rep), $2.900. Good. 

Orpheum (P-S) (2,800; 28-39-44)— 
“Moon Miami’ (20th). Started fast 
but tough opposition is hurting. Fair 
$5.500 for eight days. Last week, 
‘Life Caroline’ (RKO), $6,000 in six 





| books, with the public seemingly on 
i the hunt for the unusual. Phenomenal 
|is ‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’ at the 

Orpheum, which ended its first week 
| with biz $300 ahead of opening day 
land is still building. It’s the first 
| time that has happened here since 
| Mae West was discovered originally 
| by the fans, 

At the Geary, ‘Vatican City’ 
grabbed enough in its first seven 
days to secure a three-day extension 
over the weekend. The Golden Gate 
likewise is doing way over normal 
for am animal picture with ‘Jungle 
Cavalcade.’ 


Holdovers on the street also are 
doing well, with the principal new- 
comer, ‘Wild Geese Calling,’ proving 
the weakie of the lot. Even the arty 
Clay theatre, with ‘Kukan,’ got a 
hypo with arrival of its maker, Rey 
Scott, who did seven radio broad- 
casts In two days to plug the opus, 
in its third week. 

Estimates for This Week 

Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and ‘Nurse’s 
Secret’ (WB) (2d wk). Holdover get- 
ting a fine $11,500. First week, a 








days, satisfactory. 
State (P-S) (2.300; 28-39-44)—‘Life 
Andy Hardy’ (M-G). They’re still 


swell $20,000 and slightly above 
expectations. 
Geary (F-WC) (5,000; 35-40-50)— 


‘The Vatican’ (MOT-RKO}. Held 
over for three extra days 10-day run 


This week in Frisco is one for the | 


, House goes dark until Thursday (28) 
when return reserved-seat two-a-day 
run of ‘Fantasia’ gets under way. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 39-44- 
55)—Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) and 
vaude. Wild animal flick running 
wild for an excellent $16,400, re- 
markable. Last (3d-final) week, 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO) finished with a 
nifty $10,500. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,400: 35- 
40-50)—‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and ‘Rich- 
est Man Town’ (Col) (2d wk) Hold- 
over, aided by slick word of mouth, 
plugging for $11,500 and topping first 
week. Last (lst) week, excellent 
$11,000. 


Paramount (F-WC) (2,470: 35-40- 
50)—‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Kildare’s Wedding’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Still going big for excellent $11,500. 
Last (1st) week, socko $19,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,475; 35-40- 
50)—‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and 
‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th) (moveover). 
New pitch for the Benny opus gives 
it four straight weeks on the street, 
with $6,000 in prospect, above aver- 
age. Last (moveover) week, ‘Bad 
Men Missouri’ (WB) and ‘Ringside 
Maisie’ (M-G), fair $4,700. 

Warfield (F-WC) (2,650; 35-40-50) 
|-—‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and ‘Very 
Young Lady’ (20th). Headed — for 
| swell $12,500. Last (3d) 6-day week, 
| ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Dressed 
| to Kill’ (20th) finished with a robust 





falling hard for Andy, and despite! finished with an amazing $6,500. ' $10,000. 





Abbott-Costello Unit Hub Leader, 


Whammo $30,000; 





vw 


solid take of probably $7,500. Last 
week, ‘Charlie’s Aunt’ (20th) and 
‘Man Betrayed’ (Rep), brisk going 
$7,500. 

Lafayette (Hayman) (3,300; 30-40) 
—Held Ghost’ (U) (3d wk) and 
‘Men Timberland’ (U). Still staunch 
gait for probably final stanza, $6,500. 
Last week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) (2d wk) 
and ‘Hello Sucker’ (U), rolled in 
with swank $10,000. 

20th Century (Dipson) (3,000; 30- 
44)—Navy Blue,, Gold’ (M-G) and 
‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) (reissues ). 
Droopy $5,000. Last week, ‘Caroline’ 
(RKO) and ‘Bullets O’Hara’ (WB), 
not sensational but pleasant $7,000. 


‘Kildare’-Barton And 
‘Jordan’ Each $19,000 
In Lukewarm Wash. 


Washington, Aug. 26. 

This is one of those weeks when 
there’s* really no news. Nobody’s 
dying and nobody’s burning up the 
turnstiles. Worst mark is a mere 
lighter-than-average take and the 
highest is just solid but not sensa- 
tional. ‘Mr. Jordan,’ at Earle, and 


‘Kildare’s Wedding Day,’ at Capitol, 
are in close to a dead heat for top 
honors. It’s a better figufe in the 
smaller Earle, of course. 


Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 28-39-44- 
66 )—-‘Kildare’s Wedding Day’ (M-G), 
plus stage shows with James Barton, 
others. Better than expected $19,000. 
Last week, ‘Wild Geese’ (20th) plus 
Ella Logan on stage, jumped to good 
$18,500. 


Columbia (Loew) (1,234; 28-44)— 
‘Whistling in Dark’ (M-G) (2d run). 
Disappointing with average $4,000, 
apparently having shot its bolt 
earlier at Capitol. Last week, 
‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) (2d run), 
built to excellent $6,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,216; 28-39-44-66)— 
‘Mr. Jordan’ (Col), lus vaude. 
Toasted by critics, headed for solid 
$19,000. Last week, ‘Manpower’ 
(WB), plus stage shows, profitable 
$18,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,830; 
‘Hold Ghost’ (U) (2d wk). Slumped 
more than expected in holdover 
stanza, just fair $8,000. Last week, 
same film, very good $13,000. 

Metropolitan (WB) (1,600; 28-44) 
—‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO). Aver- 
age $5,000. Last week, ‘Bad Men 
Missouri’ (WB), very good $6,200. 

Palace (Loew) (2,242; 28-55)— 
‘Shepherd Hills’ (Par). Light $11,500. 
Last week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) 
(2d wk), fine $10,000. 


‘TOM, DICK’ $9,000 IS 
EASY K. C. WINNER’ 


Kansas City, Aug. 26. 

For the first week since its re- 
opening Orpheum has a really mag- 
netic attraction in ‘Tom, Dick and 
Harry,’ with cool weather helping 
to roll up a fat gross. Midland is 
having a good week with ‘Mr. Jor- 
dan’ topping a twin bill. .Abbott- 
Costello ghoster at the Uptown and 
Esquire came through with a good 
first week and holds over. Rains 
last week were light But enough to 
cool off town. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire and Uptown (Fox Mid- 
west) (820 and 2,043; 10-28-44 )—‘Hold 
Ghost’ (U). This week is a holdover 
and play is fair at $4,800. Last week, 
same film did $7,000, at the two 
houses, not what these two comics 
did with previous releases, 

Midland (Loew’s) (4,101: 10-28-44) 
—Mr. Jordan’ (Col) and ‘Dare Not 
Love’ (Col). Take is above average 
at $8,700. Last week, ‘Life Andy 
Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Queen’s Perfect 
Crime’ (Col), one of better weeks of 
summer, $12,000, big money. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10- 
28-44)—‘Manpower’ (WB) going 
along at fairish pace, $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) (2d wk.) 
and ‘Ruggles Red Gap’ (Par) (re- 
issue), light $4,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-28-44) 
—Tom, Dick’ (RKO) and ‘Highway 
West’ (WB). Ginger Rogers is a 
heavy draw, and gross will be 
around $9,000, virtual capacity for 
house. Certain to go for second 
week. Last week, ‘Bad Men Mis- 
souri’ (WB) and ‘Fog’ (WB), satis- 
factory $6,000. 

Tower (Joffee) (2,110; 10-30)— 
‘Private Nurse’ (20th) and stage bill 
with Rajah Raboid heading. Combo 
to average $6,000. Last week, ‘Scat- 
tergood Strings’ (RKO) and vaude 
same. category, $6.000. 








39-55 )— 











Hardy Crack H.0, 


Boston, Aug. 26. 

Abbott and Costello, playing the 
RKO Boston as stars of the new 
season's first vaude show, are reap- 
ing the shekel harvest this week 
while their ‘Hold That Ghost’ holds 
for a third frame at the Keith Me. 
morial across the street. ‘Dive 
Bomber,’ at the Metropolitan, and 
‘Life Begins for Andy Hardy’ at 
Loew’s Orpheum and State, are also 
holding over. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 28-33-44-55. 
65)—‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO) with 
Abbott and Costello heading stage 
show, whamming a terrific $30,000 
Last week, ‘Jungle Cavalcade 
(RKO) and ‘Cracked Nuts’ (U), nine 
days, garnered so-so $7,500. 

Fenway (M&P) (1,373; 28-39-44. 
55)—‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) and 
‘Forced Landing’ (Par), n.s.h. $4,000, 
Last week, ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) 
and ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th) (both 
continued from Met), $5,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,900: 28- 
39-44-55)—‘Hold That Ghost’ (U) and 
‘Accent on Love’ (20th) (3d wk), 
looks like okay $12,000. Last week, 
same combo (2d wk), drew $16,100, 
very good. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 28-39- 
44-55) —‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 
‘Passage Hongkong’ (WB), (2d wk), 
will take around $15,000, satisfactory. 
Last week same duo chalked up a 
dandy $20,000. 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 28-39-44. 
55)—'Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Queen Perfect Crime’ (Col), hold- 
over, eo staunch $17,000. First 
week, $20,500. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 28-39-44. 
55)—Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) and 
‘Forced Landing’ (Par), coasting at 
$6,000 gait. Last week, ‘Charley's 
Aunt’ (20th) and ‘Dressed to Kill’ 
(20th), (both continued run from 
Met), $6,500. 

State (Loew) (3.600; 28-39-44-55)-—« 





‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Queen 


Perfect Crime’ (Col), (2d wk), may- 
be $10,000, okay. Initial week same 
bill rang up $17,000, big. 

Translux (Translux) (900; 15-25- 
44)—‘Give Me a Sailor’ (Par) (ree 
vival) and ‘Officer and Lady’ (Col) 
(1st run), on the way to encouragin 
$2,500. Last week, ‘Angels Broked 
Wings’ (Rep) and ‘Blackmail’ (M-G 
(reissue), $1,900. 


‘Kildare’-Breese-Day 
Smash $25,000, Pitt.; 
‘Hardy’ Slick $18,500 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 26, 

There’s heavy sugar on tap down; 
town this week. The golden flood 
which has been running into come 
mercial lines and heavy goods for 
the last six months is beginning 9 
make itself felt at the theatres an 
managers are beginning to talk optie 
mistically about fall prospects. Outs 
standing this week is the Stanley 
with socko vaudeville’ featurin 
Brenda and Cobina, Dennis Day and 
Lou Breese Orchestra. Not muc 
help needed from ‘Kildare’s Wedding 
Day’ on screen. 

‘Life Begins for Andy Hardy’ at 
Penn is running way above the pacé 
of other recent Hardy entries. 

Estimates for This Week 








Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35- 
50) — ‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G), 
Powerful $18,500. Set for second 


week. Last week, ‘Manpower’ (WB 
excellent $14,500. 

Ritz (WB) (800; 25-35-50)—‘Blos- 
soms Dust’ (M-G) (4th wk). Demon- 
strating exceptional staying power 
after excellent weeks at Penn and 
Warner. Nice $2,500. Last week, 
third downtown, excellent $3,500. 

Senator (Harris) (1,750; 25-35-50) 
—Hoid Ghost’ (U) (3d wk). Orig- 
inal intention was to hold this over 
two weeks. Last minute switch on 
strength of second week returns held 
it for a third. Satisfactory $3,850. 
Last week, (2d), powerful $6,500. 

Stanley (WB) (3,800: 25-40-60)— 
‘Kildare’s Wedding Day’ (M-G) and 
Brenda and Cobina, Dennis Day, and 
Lou Breese orch on stage. Exactly 
what the doctor ordered for the big 
deluxer with Brenda and Cobina and 
Dennis Ray chief magnate as result 
of their radio buildup. Booming for 
smash $25,000 or better. Last week, 
‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G) and Alvino 
Rey orch, and King Sisters, fine 
$21,500. 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-35-50)— 
‘Manpower’ (WB). On moveover 
from Penn, swinging home for a 
pleasant $5.800. Last week, ‘Broad- 
way Limited’ (UA) and ‘Point 
Widow’ (Par), eked out a mild $4,500. 


Sam Marx Skedded 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Sam Marx drew the production as- 
signment on the western yarn, 
‘Desert Station,’ skedded for Sep- 
tember production at Metro. 

Story was originally published in 
Collier’s magazine as ‘Stage Station,’ 
written by Ernest Haycox. 
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Philly Now Suffers From War Vets: 


Calloway- Parson’ 21!46, ‘Bomber’ 19¢ 





Philadelphia, Aug. 286. 


The town is crawling with mem- | 


bers of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars here for the 42nd annual en- 
campment and some of them are 


finding their way to the show shops. | 


But the effect at the boxoffices is 
not up to expectations what with 
the cuffo counter-attractions the 
conclave is offering. 

Last night (Monday) it was the 
famous ‘Cootie’ jamboree. Tonight 
it's the big military parade. To- 
morrow it’s a fife and drun binge 
at the Municipal Stadium and the 
rest of the week has a river carni- 
val. Mummers Mardi Gras and other 
shindigs to distract the delegates as 
well as the townsfolk. It is esti- 
mated that more than 100,000 per- 
sons have come to town to attend or 
watch the festivities. 

‘Dive Bomber’ with its military 
theme is attracting the vets as well 
as Cab Calloway’s hi-de-hoers, plus 
‘Parson of Panamint’ at the Earle. 


The Aldine, UA showcaser, reopens , 


Friday (29) with ‘Our Wife.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Areadia (Sablosky) (600; 35-46-57) 
--'Kiss Boys’ (Par) (2d run). Good 
$3,200. Last weck, ‘Lady Cheyenne 
(U) sour $1,600 on five days trip. 

Boyd (WB) (2,560; 35-46-57-68-75) 
—'Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (2d wk). 
Nothing to cheer about with $9,000 
for second round. Initialer last 
week, fair $14,000. 

Earle (WB) (2,768; 35-45-57-68-75 ) 
—‘Paron Panamint’ (Par) with Cab 
Calloway orch on stage. Looks like 
a happy $21,500. Last week, ‘Fog 
(WB) and Phil Harris snared same 
neat $21,500. 


Fox (WB) (2,423; 35-46-57-68)— 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB). Plenty of 
ballyhoo and tieups plus a play 


from the assembled old soldiers is 
making this one zoom to a zingy 
$19,000. Last week, ‘Charley's 


Aunt’ (20th) limped to a poor $8,500 | 


for its second try. 
Karlton (WB) (1,066: 35-46-57-68) 
— Charley's Aunt’ (20th) 
Satisfactory $4,250 after moveover. 
Last week, ‘Underground’ (WB) 
grabbed an okay $5,000 for a second 
run. 
Keith’s (WB) (2,220; 35-46-57-68) 
—Life Caroline’ (RKO) 
No better than its preem, poor 
$4.000. Last week, ‘Manpower’ (WB) 
slightly better $4,500 for second run. 
Stanlev (WB) (2,916; 35-46-57-68) 
‘Hold Ghost’ (U) (2d wk). Disap- 
pointing holdover sesh with poor 


$9,500. Bow-in good for a bangup 
$17,500. 
Stanton (WB) (1,457; 35-46-57)— 


"Kildare Wedding Day’ (M-G). Lat- 
est chapter of medico series good for 
neat $5,000. Last week, ‘Bad Men 
Missouri’ (WB) netted a duplicate 
$5,000 for second ride. 


Lincoln Marks Time 
For State Fair Preem 


Lincoln, Neb., Aug. 26. 
Biz suffering this week, eve of an- 
nual state fair, which is really big 
stuff in these parts. Competition, too, 
is offered by fairgrounds race meet- 
ing. Exhibs are withholding top 
product for Fair week, which starts 
Sunday (31) and ends Friday (5). 
Race meet runs till Saturday (6). 
‘Andy Hardy’ went into a second 
week at the Lincoln, first h.o here 
since early spring, to top limping 
entries. © 
Estimates for This Week 
Colonial (Monroe-Noble-Federer ) 
(750; 10-15) —‘Arkansas Judge’ (Rep) 
and ‘Outlaws Rio Grande’ (PRC), 
split with ‘Meet Missus’ (Rep) and 
‘Kansas Cyclone’ (Rep). Not so good 


$800. Last week, ‘Barnyard Follies’ 
(Rep) and ‘Dynamite Canyon’ 
(Mono) split with ‘Six Gun Gold’ 
(RKO) and ‘Bowery Boy’ (Rep). 


strong $950. 


Lincoln (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,503; | 
10-20-25 )—Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) | 
Not worth full 7-day h.o., | 


(2d wk). 
but kept because of booking arrange- 
ments. No more than $2,500, just in 
the black. Last week, ‘Hardy’ 
packed ’em for zingy $4,400. 
Nebraska (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,- 


236; 10-15-20)—‘Kisses Breakfast’ 
(WB) and ‘Sleepers West’ (20th). 
Seems to be a first-of-the-month 
house. Fairish $1,600. Last week, | 
‘Ride Vaquero’ (20th) and ‘Bride | 
oo (20th). Disappointing 


Stuart (J. H. Cooper-Par) (1,884; 


(WB). Came out better than expect- 
ed with nifty $3,000. 
Varsity (Noble-Federer) 
10-20-25)—‘Blondie Society’ (Col). 
Given top spot in local reviews, still 
wont better mediocre $2,000. Last 
week, ‘Underground’ (WB). Fell off 


$2,200. 


(2d run). | 


(2d run). | 


44 





| Key City Grosses 





Estimated Total Gross 
pe $1,660,100 
(Based on 26 cities, 170 thea- 
tres, chiefiy %rst runs, including 
B23 
Total Gross Same Week 
i See $1,493,200 
(Based on 25 cities, 169 theatre;) 


‘Bomber’ 
mber’ Great $8,000 
In H P ; 
n Happy Portland; 
‘Caroline’ Ni 
rohne Nice $7,000 
Portland, Ore., Aug. 26. 

Parker Theatres’ new policy is to 
specialize Broadway as first-run 
house with no holding. If pic proves 
potent, it’s moved to the United Art- 
ists for a second week. Idea Starts 
with m.0. of ‘Life Begins for Andy 
Hardy,’ which had a strong first 
week at Broadway. Business is 
holding up well generally consider- 
Ing it's so near Labor Day. 

‘Dive Bomber’ at the Broadway 
and ‘Life with Caroline’ at the Or- 
pheum are sharing honors as the 
only new pix in town. ‘Charley’s 
Aunt’ is still wowing ’em on its third 
stanza. 

Estimates for This Week 

_ Broadway (Parker) (2,000; 35-40- 
|50)—Dive Bomber’ (WB) and 
| ‘Broadway Limited’ (UA) looks like 
| great $8,000. Last week, ‘Life Be- 
|gins Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Shin- 
| ing Victory’ (WB) took terrific 
| $10,000, and ‘Hardy’ moved to UA. 
Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,500: 
| 35-40-50) —Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and 
| ‘Rings ide Maisie’ (M-G), third week 
| is going over for okay $3,500. Sec- 
| ond week, $4,100, better than average 
for this house. 

Orpheum (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(1,800; 35-40-50) — ‘Caroline’ (RKO) 
;and ‘Dance Hall’ (20th) getting good 
| $7,000. Last week, ‘Manpower’ (WB) 














jand ‘Passage Hong Kong’ (WB) 
;closed a second week for nice 
| $4,200. 


Paramount = (3,000: 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) 
| Wore Crutches’ - (20th) 
jup in its third week 
| $6,800. Second week, 
| pleasing, high $7,600. 
| United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 35- 
| 40-50)—Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
|with ‘Highway West’ (WB), m.o. of 
|Hardy from Broadway for second 
| week at satisfying $6,500. Last week, 
|‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) and ‘An- 
gels Broken Wings’ (WB) just fair 
$4,000. 


35-40-50) — 
and ‘Bride 
still holding 
for strong 
more than 


| 


| 
| 





‘MISSOURI BIG $19,000 


‘ 


IN BETTER MoonLin, Bomber "$29,000 in 2 L.A. Spots; 


Brooklyn, Aug. 26. 
Fabian Fox is booming with ‘Bad | 
Men of Missouri’ and ‘Ellery Queen | 
Perfect Crime.’ Holdover at Fabian 
Paramount and RKO Albee will 
emerge with satisfactory grosses. 
Estimates for This Week 


| 
} 
| 
| 


Albee (RKO) (3,274: 25-35-50) - 
‘Tom, Dick’ (RKO} and ‘Lady Scar- 
face’ (M-G) (2d wk). Neat $16,000. 


Last week, pair get first rate $17,000. | 

Fox (Fabian) (4,023; 25-35-50) — | 
‘Bad Men Missouri’ (WB) and} 
‘Queen Perfect Crime’ (Col). Strong 
$19,000. Last week, ‘Parson Pana- 
mint’ (Par) and ‘Puddin’ Head’ 
(Rep), mild 11,000. 

Met (Loew's) (3,618; 25-35-50)— 
‘Barnacle Bill’ (M-G) and ‘Get- 
Away’ (WB). Satisfactory $15,000. 
Last week, ‘San Antonio Rose’ (U) 
and ‘Blossoms Dust’ (M-G), fair 
$13,000. 

Paramount (Fabian) (4,126; 25-35- 
50)—‘Bride C.O.D.’ (WB) and ‘Bul- 
lets O’Hara’ (WB) (3d wk). Profit- 
able $14,000. Last week, good $12,000. 


Balto Biz Bopped By | 
Holdovers, Weakies; 


‘Hardy’ 9G on 2d Wk. 


Baltimore, Aug. 26. 


Biz here somewhat off. H.o. at- 
tractions in majority of downtown- 
ers are no help. Of newcomers, 
‘Blondie in Society,” leaning heavily 
on accompany stage layout of “Truth 
or Consequences’ at combo Hipp is 
attracting fairish trade. Other new 
entry, ‘Wild Geese Calling’ at the 
New is maintaining a rather mild 
pace. 








Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15- 
28-44)—‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G (2d 
wk). Holding rather nicely at 
$9,000 after chalking up a _ robust 
$12,400 opening round. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240; 
15-28-39-44-55-66)—‘Blondie Society’ | 
(Col). Owing it all to stage layout 
of ‘Truth or Consequences’ to lead 
town with fairish $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Caroline’ (RKO), plus vaude 
headed by James Barton and Simone 
Simon, fared better at $14,300. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,406; 15- 
28-39-44)—‘Hold Ghost’ (U) (3d 
wk.). Maintaining very nice pace at 
steady $6,000 after chalking up a 
strong total of $18,600 for previous 
brace. 

New (Mechanic) (1,581; 15-28-35- 
44)—‘Wild Geese’ (20th) New entry | 
getting some daytime reaction ren | 
femme following and inching out an | 
indicated $5,000. Last week, third | 
of ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) completed | 
total run with bullish $15,500. | 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 15-25-39-44- | 
55)—‘Manpower’ (WB) (2d_ wk.).} 
Very steady in h.o. and pointing to} 
good $7,000 after a solid $13,100 on} 
initial sesh. 








| 





‘Parson -Hines-Waters $19,000, 
Ghost’ Holds Up in Third Week 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
SS $389,900 
(Based on 13 theatres) 

Total Gross Same Week 
aS ee ee $307,511 
(Based on 11 theatres) 








Denver First Runs 


Best in Two Years; 


‘> a 


Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 
| ‘Dive Bomber’ single-billed is 
| rolling up a terrific $29,000 for the 
combined Hollywood and Down- 
town, best at these spots in months. 
| ‘Life With Andy Hardy‘ continues 
| strong on moveover with business in 
other spots maintaining an even 
keel. 

Cooler weather 








helped consider- 


ably over the weekend. Public is 
/not beach-minded under cloudy 


Estimates for This Week 

Carthay Circle (F-WC) (1,615: 83- 
| $1.10-$1.65) — ‘Fantasia’ (Disney) 
1 «30th wk). Making a remarkable 
here with 


| 

u 

| 

Becnt 

| skies. 
| 

| 

| 

| 


‘Bomber’ Big $1 1,000 ay ey after 1 NE ag lle ay om 





Denver, Aug. 26. 


All-round good business, with Fox | 


reporting best week for their five 
first-runs in two years. ‘Dive 
Bomber’ is clicking along far ahead 
of field at the Denver. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Hold Ghost’ (U), after week at Den- 
ver. Fine $5,500. Last week, 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), nice $5,000, 
after a week at the Denver. 

Broadway (Fox) (1,040; 25-40)— 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th), after week 
at each Denver and Aladdin, and 
day-and-date with the Rialto. Nice 
$4,000. Last week, ‘Barnacle Bill’ 
(M-G) and ‘Ringside Maisie’ (M-G), 
after a week at the Orpheun, fair 
$2,500. 


Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 25-35- 
40)—‘Parson Panamint’ (Par). Poor 


$5,000. Last week, ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) | 


(3d wk) and ‘World Premiere’ (Par), 
poor $5,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525: 25-35-40)— 
‘Dive Bomber’ (WB). Swell $11,000. 
Last week, ‘Hold Ghost’ (U) and 
‘Tillie the Toiler’ (Col), nice $10,500. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Meet Again’ (RKO) (2d wk). Fair 
for second session at $7,000. Last 
week, ‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and 
‘Meet Again’ (RKO), fine $13,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Puddin’ Head’ (Rep) and ‘Highway 
West’ (WB... Fine $8,000. Last week, 


‘Underground’ (WB) and ‘Sons 0’ 
Guns’ (WB), good $5,500. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—'Char- | 
ley’s Aunt’ (20th), after week at 


each Denver and Aladdin and day- 
and-date with Broadway, and ‘Dead- 
ly Game’ (Mono). Oke $2,500. Last 
week, ‘Scarface’ (UA) and 





NATIONAL BOXOFFICE SURVEY 


Bette Davis in ‘Little Foxes,’ Film of the Week —Rooney 


petus during the past 


Roonev-Stone series 


new season's releases are in for 


ditional stanzas. 


Of the newer pictures on which VARIETY correspon- 


dents are reporting from key spots, ‘Dive Bomber’ the first 

(WB). ‘Lady Scarface’ (RKO), ‘Wild Geese Calling’ 

(20th) are well received by audiences. ‘Bomber’ is weekly changes to 40, or less, 
|living up to it title. It has crashed holdovers in whole mechanism 

|Omaha. Boston, Minneapolis and Frisco, and has _ policy in subseque 


ances of Abbott and Costello. 


| is doing well in Providence, 


| Spots. 


' But the picture of the week is Bette Davis in ‘Little 
10-25-40) -—‘Kildare Wedding’ (M-G). | Foxes’ (Goldwyn-RKO), which is soaring to $110,000 
Can't hope for more than $2,000,! and better at the Music Hall, New York, with broken 
pretty bad. Last week, ‘Manpower’ | records in sight as it continues into a second week 
| punctuated by Labor Day (1) upped admissions. 
Other ‘consent’ films, still in exploitation showings 
(1,100; | before general release, are ‘Sergeant York’ (WB), 
which registered handsomely in Dayton and Saratoga 
at raised prices, and which continues strong on Broad- 
| way, and ‘Jekyll and Hyde’ (M-G), drawing well at 
toward end of run to low average | the Astor, New York despite bad press notices. 
‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th) is a holdover in Frisco, De- 


| 
} 


The trend in film exhibition for longer runs, hold- 
overs and move-overs in initial showings gained im- 
week with the unprecedented 
‘heft shown by ‘Life Begins For Andy Hardy’ (M-G), 
which is pointed to the biggest gross of any of the 
and the fact that several of the 
second, third and ad- 


started with a bang in Los Angeles, Seattle, Memphis 
and Denver. ‘Lady Scarface’ has had a terrific sendoff 
in Boston where it is teamed with personal appear- 
Columbia's ‘Here Comes 
Mr. Jordon.’ a recent holdover at Radio City Music 
Hall, is topping averages in Frisco, Providence, Louis- 
ville and other cities, and ‘Wild Geese Calling (20th) 
Baltimore, Frisco and 
| Louisville—a spread geographically which has no soft 





second week 
ENVISAG 
Theatrical progn 


filled. but the ten 


better films 
development will 


to showmen, inclu 


run, in Detroit, a 
City, Montreal an 


cent date. 


12G in 


Los Angé@ies. 


for showing after 


and, eventually, production changes. 
runs a complete revamping of present day 
product requirements, probably a reduction from 52 


Indianapolis. 


| in Many Holdovers—Long Runs Re-vamping Exhibition 


troit and Portland, the Benny starrer having touched 
something of a record in Chicago, hitting $45,000 on its 


E NEW TRADE CUSTOM 
ostications are easier made than ful- 
dency towards longer runs for the 


is gaining such strength that its further 


likely bring about radical exhibition 
It will mean in 


Staggered through the 
of exhibition, sharp modification of 


ont runs will necessarily follow. 
Long run films heretofore were confined chiefly to 
‘specials,’ but the transition, currently so impressive 


des numerous starring pictures. On 


adjacent pages Ginger Rogers in “Tom, Dick and Harry’ 
(RKO), a film not equal to her previous season’s re- 
lease in ‘Kitty Foyle,’ is reported in fourth week, first 


nd second week in Newark, Jersey 
d Brooklyn. 


Via teletype, ‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep) touches a top of 
Newest ‘Hardy’ pulled $20,000 
first week in Detroit, despite transportation tieup. | 
‘Stars Look Down’ (M-G) heldover in Chicago. ‘Hold | ‘Blossoms 
That Ghost’ (U) held for three weeks in two houses in | town, shaping for good $7,500. Las 
‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO) running wild 
in Frisco to an excellent $16,400, a feature that has | 
been sluffed by some operators. 

With 22 films from majors trade shown and ready | «parson Panamint’ (Par) and ‘Hello 
start of the new sesason by 
court ukase, playing time is at a premium. A lot of 
B’s are going to be squeezed into b’s. 


Sept. 1, 


| Devils’ (M-G) (reissues), fine $2,600. 


The inclusion of these | 
keys in the roster of holdovers is of comparative re- 


week. Finish not vet in sight. 
Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,034; 
| 30-44-55-75)—‘Our Wife’ (Col) and 


‘Richest Man in Town’ (Col) opened 
weak and not likely to get more than 
$9,000. Last week ‘Life Andy Hardy’ 
(M-G) and ‘Private Nurse’ (20th) 
rang the gong with strong $13,000. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-44-55) 
— Dive Bomber’ (WB) rolling up big 
$15,000 on solo booking. Last week, 
woo cep? and ‘Highway 

est’ { ), finished up wit 
$5,900. Gabe 

Four Star (UA-F-WC) (900: 30-44- 
55)—Blossoms Dust’ (M-G) (6th 
wk), fading to $2,500. Last week 
held slightly higher at $2,700. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-44-55) 
—‘Dive Bomber’ (WB) heading for 
smash $14,090, best in weeks. Last 
week, ‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep) and ‘High- 
way West’ (WB) turned sour with 
barely $4,900 in the till. 

Orpheum (B’way) (2,200: 30-44-55) 
—‘Reluctent Dragon’ (RKO) and 
| “Hit Road’ (U), with stage show, 
| will not better $7,200, light. Last 
week, ‘Father Steps’ (Mono) and 
‘Get-Away’ (M-G), with Tito Gui- 
| Zar, Came in with nice $8,500, large- 
ly due to Guizar’s drawing power 
here. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812: 30-44-55)— 
‘Hold Ghost’ (U) (3d wk) and ‘Meet 
Again’ (RKO). Still profitable, with 
$6,000 coming up. Last week ‘Ghost’ 
with ‘Hello Sucker’ (U) on the lower 
half of the bill, healthy $7,900. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595: 30-44-55- 





75)—‘Parson Panamint’ (Par) and 
This Way Please’ (RKO), with 
Waters and Earl Hines on 


stage, sweet $19,000, songstress being 
in third week as top stage attrac- 
tion. Last week, ‘Kiss Boys’ (Par) 

(2d wk), with Ethel Waters and 
Katherine Dunham dancers on stage, 
| robust $15,000. 

RKO (RKO) (2,872: 
|“Hold Ghost’ (U) (3d wk) and 
‘Saint’s Vacation’ (RKO), brin ing 
in good $7,500 for Abbott and Cos- 
tello starrer. Last week, ‘Hold 
Ghost’ (U) (2d wk) and ‘Hello 
Sucker’ (U), clicked with hefty $10,- 
600 on repeat. 

State (Loew-F-WC) (2,204: 30-44- 
55-75 )—‘Our Wife’ (Col) and ‘Rich- 
est Man in Town’ (Col), mild $11.000. 
Last week, ‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Private Nurse’ (20th) hit the 
jackpot to the tune of $16.30. 

United Artists (UA-F-WC) (2,100; 


| Ethel 
| 


30-44-55 )— 


| 30-44-55-)—‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) 
|} and ‘Private Nurse’ (20th). Going 
strong for $5,000 on moveover. Last 
week, ‘Wild Geese’ (20th) and 


Dressed to Kill’ (20th) $3,300, n.s.h. 

Wilshire (F-WC) (2,296: 30-44-55) 
—‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) and ‘Pri- 
vate Nurse’ (20th) robust $6,500 on 
moveover. Last week, ‘Wild Geese’ 
(20th) and ‘Dressed to Kill’ (20th) 
Okay $5,000. 


DUST’ STURDY $7,500 
IN SAGGING MONT’L 


Montreal, Aug. 26. 
| Standout currently is ‘Blossoms in 
Dust’ at Loews which looks good for 
a brace of h.o.’s. Headed for $7,500 
or better. ‘Tom, Dick, Harry’ beat 
ithe bunch at Palace last week and 
the holdover this week should gross 
'a nice $5,000. Balance are _ s0-g0, 
| with French language houses up and 
| down. 


Estimates for This Week 

| Palace (CT) (2,700; 30-45-62)— 
|*Tom, Dick, Harry’ (RKO) (2d wk.). 
| Nice $5,000 in sight, following a good 
| $7,000 last week. 
Capitel (CT) 


(2,700; 30-45-62 )— 
‘Life Caroline’ (RKO) and ‘Hurry, 
| Charlie’ (RKO). Fair $5,000 ahead. 
Last week, ‘Man Power’ (WB) and 
| ‘First Beau’ (WB) (2d wk.). gratify- 

jing $5,500. 
Loew’s (CT) (2,800: 35-45-67)— 
Dust’ (M-G). Best in 


| week, ‘Prime Minister’ (WB), started 
well but faded to a disappointing 
$5,800. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 30-40-53)— 


Sucker’ 
| $2,800. 


(Par). Pointing to poorisl: 
Last week, ‘Ringside 
(Continued on page 18) 
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Mail-Order 16 Mm. Theatres Planned 
By Vet Showman William Alexander 


Siecnearea arenes + 


San Francisco, Aug. 26. 

A string of knockdown, mail-order 
16 mm. theatres is visualized by Wil- 
liam Alexander, vet showman now 
visiting here, who claims to have 
plans all drawn and awaiting pro- 
motion of necessary coin io get things 
started. 

Encouraged by the fact that two 
16 mm. features he is currently dis- 
tributing (‘Here Is Ireland’ and ‘Ku- 
kan’) have played dates in around 
25 houses normally equipped only 
for 35 mm. product, Alexander has 
doped out a program for shipping a 
complete narrow-gauge theatre to 
any part of the country for $1,000 
down. All a would-be exhibitor 
would have to do is send the mea- 
surements of an empty store, and a 
pre-fabricated front, projection 
equipment, seats and turnstyle would 
be forwarded. Total cost, he figures, 
would be around $3,000, balance to 
be paid off on time. Exhib, of 
course, would be expected to buy 
product from the same source which 
supplied his theatre. 

Citing low cost of 16 mm. opera- 
tion, Alexander figures overhead 
could be further nicked by includ- 
ing two or three semi-commercial 
Shorts on each bill, charging spon- 
sors of the item le per customer. 
This, he believes, would permit a 
10c admish scale. 

Aside from regular operation, pos- 
sibilities for amateur showings, club 
groups, sales meetings, etc., are un- 
limited. The New Yorker admits 
his miniature film circuit is still 
pretty much in the dream stage, ‘Ku- 
kan’ keeping him busy now, but he 
even has districts in which he wants 
the houses mapped. One per city 
would be the limit. 


‘Variety’s’ P. 1 Story 
Hypoes Pat Dwyer’s 











Mgr. Converts Lobby 





Omaha, Aug. 26. 

Probably the top piece of exploita- | 
tion this town has had in many years 
is now on for ‘Sun Valley Serenade’ | 
at the Orpheum theatre. Manager | 
Bill Miskell has converted the grand | 
inner lobby, itself as large as a/| 
small theatre, into a gorgeously | 
lighted and animated display of Sun | 
Valley sports. It’s a show in itself. | 


RKO Gives B.A. Taste 
Of American Bally Way 
In ‘Citizen Kane’ Splash 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 26. 

What's routine exploitation in the 
States is often a novelty or prac- 
tically unknown in South America. 
Which is why RKO’s handiing of 
‘Citizen Kane’ is being given careful 
0.0. here. 

Because Hearst affair and subse- 
quent advance interest in the U. S. 
was unheard of locally, Ben Y. Cam- 
mack, RKO head for Argentina, and 
Senora Teresa C. P. de French, pub- 
licity chief, had to work out a spe- 
cial method of advance bally. First 
stunt was to ask in all local film 
critics for a screening almost two 
weeks before preem date; in itself 
unusual here. After viewing, Senora 
French got a collection of on-the- 
spot quotes which were worked up 
inte a splash letter and sent to mem- | 
bers of every social, artistic, or in- 
tellectual club or society in town. 

Presidents of a score of organiza- 
tions called and asked for a preview | 
so they could tell members. These | 
were arranged. To the trailer which 
ran at the Ideal two weeks before | 














Halifax, N. S., Biz 


Halifax, N. S., Aug. 26. 

Variety is far more than the spice 
of life to Pat Dwyer, manager of 
the Family, Halifax. It is boxoffice 
compellent. The Family broke the 
record for week's business, which 
is something in the face of the busi- 
ness-cutting Dominion war tax and 
the fact that the theatre has been 
functioning about 35 years. It all 
concerned a story on page one of 
Varety’s July 9 issue relating to 
the Family. 

All this exhib had to do to estab- 
lish the new record was to paste 
several copies of Variety’s July 9 
front page on the boxoffice front 
and send a copy of VAriety to each 
of the local dailies. The latter re- 





printed the clipping, which told of | 


Dwyer doing a Pied Piper in an 
effort to catch three white mice, 


opening, another was added with | 
quotes from leading personalities. | 


For ‘Sun Valley’ Bally >-csen: 


|Local Boy and Girl Make 
Good; Dixon, IIl., on Map 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
| World premiere of Warners ‘In- 
ternational Squadron’ is set for 
Dixon, Ill., Sept. 15. Home town c 


also that of Louella Parsons. 


. 
ald Reagen-Louella Parsons Day, 
with both the player and columnist 





SHOWMANSHIP 
PLEA BY UA 


departure from routine 
advertising is being 





Radical 
trade press 


‘initiated by United Artists in a ser- 


ies of announcements addressed to 
exhibitors keynoted for cooperative 
efforts by the distributing organiza- 
tion and showmen. Campaign is 
preliminary to the liberal use of 
newspaper copy in connection with 
release of the new season’s features. 
Expenditures for the newspapers 
will be handled jointly by UA and 
theatres. 

Preparation of the trade press 
copy was supervised by Monroe 
Greenthal, in charge of publicity 
and advertising, and includes eight 
individual spreads, containing illus- 
trations and copy. Purpose of each 
advertisement is to encourage more 
active salesmanship by the exhibi- 
tors to the end that individual re- 
leases may be exploited to the limits 
of boxoffice possibilities. 

Typical of the copy is the follow- 


|ing excerpt from an advertisement 


that is captioned, ‘How Long Will 
You Stay in Business?’, It reads: 
‘Good pictures don’t come off the 
assembly line of production like 
robot automobiles. Pictures don’t 


|respond at the boxoffice to the as- 
|sembly line type of selling. Profit- 


able pictures are no less the re- 
sult of imaginative producing than 
they are of imaginative selling. 
There is no cure-all that works in 
every situation—except the deter- 
mination of every theatre operator 
to do his darndest to put that pic- 


Eight days before opening, every |ture over as though it were the 


important daily including Nacion and 
Prensa, which carefully pruned out 
all plugs from film copy, published 
an advance review, unheard of before. 
El] Hogar, local Ladies Home Journal, 
for the fiast time in its 30 years pub- 
lished a two-page advance review. 
Three local radio stations, Mundo, 
Belgrano and Splendid, tossed in 
cuffo broadcasts. Plenty of emphasis 
on Orson Welles, an unknown here. 
since the chief handicap was lack of 
marquee names which are the test 
used by Latin audiences. Pic did 
only so-so on the opener, despite all 


ithe effort, but effect was noticeable 


thereafter and first week brought in 
23,000 pesos, just about the take of 
‘Kitty Foyle,’ which had Ginger 
Rogers and book in Spanish to draw. 

What couldn’t be gotten for free 
was paid for mostly by RKO. 





liberated in the Family by pranking | contracts call for 50-50 split on pub- 


Sailors. 
Variety had the 


In reprinting it, the Halifax papers 
gave it front page attention. 

Hundreds of people were turned 
away every night during the week, 
and even during each afternoon, the 
seating capacity was tested. Dwyer 
has been receiving a deluge of sug- 
gestions, the bulk of them gags, on 
how to capture the sailors’ pets. The 
Family customers like to imitate the 
squeaks of the mice while he is 
within chirping distance. 


Bumper Month Pix Sked 
Rolls at Rep. Sept. 2 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Republic shoves off next Tuesday, 
(Sept. 2) with the biggest one- 
month production drive in its his- 
tory, consisting of four features, 
three westerns and a serial. 

First to go is ‘Jesse James at Bay,’ 
followed next day by ‘Gauchos El 
Dorado’ and ‘Newspapermen Are 
Human.’ Other starters are ‘The 
Devil Pays Off,’ Sept. 10; ‘Lady For 
a Night,’ ‘Sierra Sue’ and ‘Dick 
Tracy vs. Crime,’ the serial, Sept. 
15. ‘Pardon My Stripes,’ another 
crime yarn, rolls Sept. 25. 











Con Krebs’ Gocdwilling 
Con Krebs, RKO studio publicity 
contact, east on annua! goodwill 
swing. 
He arrived via Canada where he 


story before it hit | : 
the local prints or anywhere else.|ficulty in getting together, and belief | 
| Week is to be concurrent with parts , 
work here, usually stops such efforts. | of the National Independence Cele- 


(who have chains) and distrib. Dif- 


that U. S. bally generally doesn't 





U Oughta Hop on This 
One; Wotta Trailer 


Toledo, Aug. 26. 


has sent Howard Feigley, manager of 
the Rivoli, a complaint. She said she 
and her family went to see Abbott 
and Costello in ‘Hold That Ghost’ 
j}and failed to hear many lines of 
| dialog because of the lusty laughter 
of the youngsters in the audience. 
She thought Feigley ought to send 
them tickets (there were seven in 


the party) for a subsequent per- 
formance. He did. 
P.S.—Feigley is willing to show 


the letter to anybody interested. 





More WB Press Revamp 





Continuing the changes in its h.o. 
and field press staff, Warner Bros. 
has named Ted Tod, for many years 
with Hearst papers, to post of field 





publicity man in Des Moines and 
Omaha. He takes over in about 
two weeks. 

Another switch is transfer of Bob 
William from h.o. to studio press 
staff. He had been handling fan 
mag and daily newspaper contacts. 
He left for Hollywood over the 








visited newspaper eds. 


weekend. 





Local | 


licity costs between first-run exhibs|! 


| biggest picture that he ever ex- 


| pected to play and to concentrate 

effort on it until the last show of 
the closing day.’ 

Placement of the displays will ex- 

| tend over a period of three months. 


MEX FILM WORKERS 
GET DAY IN SUN 


| Mexico City, Aug. 26. 
| 
| 





| 








Mexican pic workers are to turn 
stage actors for the biggest public 
and private show they have ever 
staged, National Cinematographic 
| Week, Sept. 10-17. Fiesta, aimed to 
| tell the public, and as much of the 
world as can be reached by radio, 
of the ‘importance’ of the Mexican 
pic business, is backed by the fed- 
eral film supervision and censoring 
department and the National An- 
theneum of Arts and_ Sciences. 


bration, which culminates Sept. 16. 

Program is to have several fea- 
tures. President Manuel Avila 
Camacho and the Ministers of the 


| 

| Interior, Finance and National 
| Economy plus the Regent of the 
|Federal District, which includes 


| Mexico City, are to make an official 


|studios here, CLASA and Azteca 
| ‘National Hour,’ the government's 
| weekly radio broadcast over a na- 
tional web of 26 stations, is to be 
| devoted exclusively as a plug for 
| pix Sept. 14. Broadcast, it is under- 
stood, is to have some American anc 
| Latin American hookups. 





Conn Pic Preems in Pitt, 
Fighter’s Home Town 


‘Pittsburgh Kid,’ Republic’s star- 
ring vehicle for Billy Conn, heavy- 
weight fighter who stayed so well 
with Joe Louis, is slated for Pitts- 
burgh’s Fulton theatre, Aug. 30. 

Bill Saal, special home office 
representative, already is in Fitts- 
burgh to set up advance advertising 
and exploitation on the preem, with 
the fact that it’s Billy Conn’s home- 
town figuring as the main feature of 
the buildup. Pitt press will be in- 
vited to a luncheon honoring the 
fighter opening day. 








Occasion will be designated ‘Ron- | 


Odeon Adding to Its Chain, Dito 


Vancouver, B. C., Aug. 26. 

| Park theatre, newly built 750- 
; seater Odeon house, was opened re- 
cently. Present was Edward Har- 
ris of Toronto Odeon office. Man- 
aget is Frank -Soistice, and super- 
| visor, Howard Boothe, Odeon di- 
|rector of subyyban and provincial 
| houses. 

Odeon now has 12 houses in Van- 
couver, three in New Westminster, 
and others at Trail, Duncan and Vic- 
toria. 

Management of the Beacon thea- 
tre, Vancouver, has formed a part- 
nership with Odeon theatre interests 
and it’s operated under joint direc- 


| 
| 








tion. Rov A. McLeod is manager. 
Theatre is owned by the Godson 
estate. 


Plaza and Rio theatres at Victoria 
were also added to the Odeon chain 
and will be operated on a partner- 
ship basis with Ralph Calledine, Vic- 
toria theatre man, who will act as 
supervisor of Odeon’s interests on 
Vancouver Island. 

Fox-W. C. Adds 3 in L. A. 
Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 

Three film houses in West Los An- 
geles were added to the Fox-West 
Coast chain through a deal with 
George Burke and M. E. Baylis. 
Burke continues as operating part- 
ner. 

Theatres are the Nuart, 600-seater, 
the Tivoli, with 700, and a new house, 
now under construction, seating 900. 
Stan Meyer will have general con- 
trol of the new additions. 

Mich. Allied Meets Oct. 6-8 
Detroit, Aug. 26. 

Allied Theatres of Michigan has 
set ils convention in Detroit from 
Oct. 6-8. It marks the first time in 
five vears Allied has held its conven- 
tion here. 

James Sharkey, former’ branch 
manager here for RKO, is now man- 
aging the Parkside, large nabe here 
operated by the Moss circuit. 

Edwin P. Dalton, who operates his 
theatre circuit out of Flushing, Mich., 
has sold two of his houses. James 
Langston, formerly of Clare, has 
taken over the Roxy at St. Charles, 





while Joe Hrinik has taken on the 
Palace at Mayville, latter house un- 
dergoing remodeling following which 
it emerges as the State. 

Mrs. Joseph Gibson, Sr., has sold 
Gibson, Greenville, Mich., to the 
Carey Amus. Co., affiliate of Butter- 
field Theatres, Inc. H. R. Martin, 
who manages the Silver, also will 
handle the Gibson. 


Reopen Majestic, Rochester 
Rochester, N. Y., Aug. 26. 
Move taken here to reopen the 
Majestic, nabe shuttered more than 


a year since the death of Morris 
Zimmerman. Mrs. Mella R. Feny- 
vessy, wife of Carol Fenyvessy, 


owner of the Rexy and Hudson, has 
bought the $20,000 mortgage and in- 
stituted foreclosure proceedings 
against Wizer.Corp., present owners. 
House needs extensive repairs and 
new equipment. 

Andrew Shay, former manager of 
Schine’s State here, bought the Ham- 
mondsport theatre, Hammondsport, 
N. Y., and closed it for repairs and 
new seats, 

Regent getting summer brushup 
and installation of new ventilators 
and soundproof partitions in balcony. 

William Decker comes from Johns- 
town, Pa., as manager of the Madi- 
son, succeeding Bud Silverman, pro- 
moted to city manager of 12 Schine 


theatres. Sam Shafer replaces An- 
drew Shav as manager of the 
State, and Leonard Dorfman be- 


comes acting manager of the Dixie. 
Quimby’s Par, Ft. Wayne 
Fort Wayne, Aug. 26. 
Harrison Theatre & Realty Co. 
| here, operators of the Quimby thea- 





Woman in a nearby community inspection of the two largest pic | tres, signed 25-year lease Friday (22) 


lon the Paramount, 2,000-seater 


, | downtow n, effective Sept. 1. 


More Facelifting 
Buffalo, Aug. 26 


constructed shortly in Medina by lo- 
cal interests. 

Park, Hammondsport, will reopen 
Sept. 1 under new management of 
Andrew Czeh. ° 

Edward McBride of Loew's New 
England division and his bride of a 
week visiting his parents here. 





Albany Changes 
Albany, Aug. 26. 

Changes have been mMmade in the 
personnel of two Albany exchanges. 
At RKO, Leon Herman resigned to 
go back with United Artists as sales- 
man in this section, and J. E. Mur- 
ray took his place. Herman left UA 
about two years ago for RKO, suc- 
ceeding Bill Benson. UA had sev- 
eral representatives in this area 
since, the last being Dick Harrity. 
He was shifted to Brooklyn recently 
when Sol Edwards, his predecessor 
and one-time general sales manager 








The Park. Akron, and the Rialto, 
| Albion, added to western N. Y.| 
| houses being’ refurbished. Tom 
Stapleton continues Operation of 
Park. 

New Center St. theatre will be 





| Ff oxWC; Allied Convenes in Det. 


! Donald Reagan,*star in the picture; | 


of Grand National, joined 20th-Fox 
in Chicago. UA does not Maintain 
an exchange here. prints being 
shipped from New York. 

At M-G, Ed Urschel upped from 
supervisor of checkers to traveling 
auditor, and Clair Avery from poster 
clerk to third booker. Ray Moore is 
now poster clerk. Urschel served 
with Metro and other companies 
here in various capacities for a long 
time. 





Sweigert Vice Dr. Leon Levy 
Philadelphia, Aug. 26. 

Earle Sweigert becomes the new 
Chief Barker of the Variety Club 
Tent 13, replacing Dr. Leon Levy. 
called to active service by U. § 
Navy. 

Lester Krieger, Stanley-Warner 
exec, seriously ill in Jefferson hos. 
pital. 

Lewiston, Pa., will vote on the 
question of Sunday films at the No- 
vember elections. 

Peerless exchange closed. Here- 
after Astor product will be sold 
through Clark Film Distributors, 
Murray Schwartz, Peerless manager, 
will continue in charge of Astor 
sales at Clark. Henrietta Weinberg, 
office manager, goes to Columbia ex- 
change office. 

Stanley-Warner Model will close 
down soon for extensive repairs. 

David Milgram, head of the Affili- 
ated circuit, honored by the Central 
North Philly American Legion Post 
for his part in the Northern Liber- 
ties Hospital campaign. 

Oscar Neufeld receiving bows for 
the success of the Variety Club's 
contest to pick ‘Miss Philadelphia.’ 
The contest wound up at the Walton 
Roof Thursday night (21) with the 
selection of Carrie DeLudo. 





Delbridge to K. C. 
Kansas City, Aug. 26. 

Change in assistants has brought 
in Tom Delbridge as aid to John Mc- 
Manus in managing Loew's Midland 
here. Delbridge comes from Dayton, 
Joseph Halleron, assistant at Mid- 
land past several months, back to 
Dayton. 





Aberman with Toddy 
Consolidated National Film ex- 
changes, Ted Toddy, prez, _ has 
named Arthur Aberman his execu- 
tive assistant and supervisor of the 
N. Y. branch. 





Schine Replaces One 
Norwalk, O., Aug. 26 
When the new Schine theatre was 


dedicated at Norwalk, O., recently 
the company announced it would 
close its Forum here, which was 


opened in 1935. 





Regina Personnel Switches 
Regina, Sask., Aug. 26. 
Davidson theatre bought by J. A. 
Vopni from F. F. Easter. Building 
remodeled and new sound equip- 
ment added. 
Newsreel Switches Mgrs. 
Newark, Aug. 26. 
The Newsreel theatre, 400-seat 
house of the Embassy Newsreel 
chain, has been undergoing person- 
nel as well as physical changes. 
Reginald Caufield is the theatre's 
new manager, replacing Homer Cud- 
more, who resigned. 
The theatre’s redecorating is cost- 
ing $5,000. 


Det. Gives Home-Towner 
Joan Leslie Big Play 


Detroit, Aug. 26. 
It was a great day for the Irish 
and Detroit, which has been look- 
ing for years for a star in the Holly- 
wood milky way, when Joan Leslie, 





nee Brodell, returned here _ last 
weekend for four-day stay. Starlet, 
followed by a related cortege of 
O’Hearns, O’Regans, Brodells, etc., 


until she looked more like a comet, 


i got a steady front page play here in 


the press along the home-town girl 
angle which was played to the limit 
by special press agents from War- 
ners as well as the local theatres. 

Now 16, youngster was one of 
three sisters who formed a musical 
trio which hit the airways and 
stages here in an amateur way be- 
fore hiking to the Coast. The tieups 
here were plentiful including 4 
greeting from Mayor Jeffries, who 
took time out from trying to settle 
the city transportation strike to 
greet the local ‘star’; visits to radio 
stations which helped start her car- 
eer; visits to St. Benedict's high- 
school, where the former classmates 
held a reception; a personal appear- 
ance at the Vogue theatre showing 
‘Wagons Roll at Night,’ in which she 
was teamed with Humphrey Bogart. 
and by having her as hostess at @ 
special screening of ‘Sergeant York. 
in which she makes her biggest step 
ahead and which is due in town 
shortly. 


} 
' 
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BBC's Popularization of Talent 
Raises British Vaude Chances; 2. <on. 3 so 
Provinces Hot for Entertainment «220 ek ese 
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INTERNATIONAL 

Frozen Coin Curb in Aussie May 
Be Relaxed to Permit Return of 
7 hos te oe ee Legiters, Government Indicates 


meritorious picture, sans established i+ 
names, has a much greater chance to . . 
Repair London Hipp 


click than a mediocre film boasting 
tried-and-true luminaries. They’d 
y London, Aug. 8. be relaxed somewhat in order to per- 
London Hippodrome, blitzed some- mit legit theatre operators to im- 


time ago, will be put right shortly. port American artists and new at- 
|tractions for the legitimate stage. 
nee | This intimation that the federal gov- 
the Ministry of Works and Moss ernment would permit foreign legit 


Empires, owners of the property. stage players to take part of their 


13 














—-——" are 


+ ye Rapstybery aon 








and they’ve come just at a time 


when the turnstiles 





tac rer’ eerye 
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London, Aug. 8. | 
It almost seems British vaude has | 
come to life: so many names and Mexico City, Aug. 26. 
good things are headed now in aan) Prof. Samuel Mondragon, Mexican 
direction. anal, ‘composer and band leader, is the 
Most recent acquisition for road | first Mexican musician to receive the 
dates is Jack Hylton’s taking. over of coveted Merit Medal, a decoration 
‘Piccadixie.’ Featuring Adelaide Hall ‘awarded for conspicuous service. Paterson. NW. J. Aus. & 
and Oliver Wakefield, show was @/ president Manuel Avila Camacho Paterson has finally aor aie 


Mex Composer Honored Sydney, Aug. 26. 


Dollar exchange in Australia may 





Lou Costello Square 


a oe 


Negotiations are going on between 
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al Young in a sketch, Betty Blythe do- | Mexico City, Aug. 26. Aussie exhibs, irrespective i see ee Ex-WB Aide in N Y After 
‘ Ing ‘Queen of Sheba’ number, the! The Mexican Government has | squabbles with the U. S. distribs on hpsedhendians bee abla ""e 
e- | Original Keystone Kops (Chester solved the problem arising from the | rentals and rejections, are today, as | Local circles are perturbed con- F ‘0 L ° Se ic 
Conklin, Hank Mann and Snub Pol-| demand of the National Dramatic | never before, dependent upon Holly- | C¢rming a report, purporting to come oreign egion rvice 
: lard). Nick Lucas, Tom Patricola,' Authors Association that, since! wood to boat a continuous flow of |ffom New York, that product to _ 
ho Clyde Cook, Al Herman, Betty Spain has been backward in set- | product to maintain over 1,550 the- Australia is to be clipped in the nea J. HH. Westreich, formerly in 
le Compson and Jack Holland, Grace tling for royalties on Mexican works |atres, and to keep in employment | future. This alleged report is taken nace tt tbe ene 
to Poggi and Igor, The Mangeans, the presented in that country, the reci- some 25.000 people. These theatres | t®0 mean that certain N. Y. film mo- ‘ a ge 0 "i -publicity W ee or 
10 Silver Screen Juveniles and Four procal pact that was signed March | represent an investment of about guls have wearied of the continuous Warner Bros.’ European office, was 
“dl Rosebuds. Cynda Glenn, U. S. born 31 1924, for this coverage by the | $140,000,000. | warfare waged by the Exhibs’ Assn. among passengers who arrived in 
a Star of the Paris ‘Folies Bergeres,’ two countries must be cancelled. | On an average Hollywood boats | 2Sainst the U. S. distribs on attempts New York Sunday (25) by steamer 
% will be an extra added feature.. The Mexican Government an- |to this territory around 400 feature- | through _ political moves to £aln from Spain after having served in 
ade Place will have three orchestras or- nounced that inasmuch as diplomatic | length pix yearly. Any major drop | added rejection rights, lower rentals, the French Foreign Legion. 
te 5 aera locally under direction of relations are suspended between lin this figure would greatly hinder brenseamd waar heen org of coin _Westreich worked under Robert 
rt Tanz Steininger. Mexico and Spain, the royalty agree- | local theatre operation. English pro- | 5 elign Ae Aaa _ Schless, when the present Warner 
a Anderson put in around $20,000 of ment must be considered as being | ducers, heavily war-burdened, last| Intimation here is that the dis- | foreign sales chief was European 
k’ his own coin to fix up the Bowl and suspended, too. _ | Season could only forward 76 pix, in- | tribs would be quite willing to stock managing director with headquar- 
e igures on a weekly nut of around Mexico-Spain diplomatic relations | Sufficient, of course, to fulfill ex- | Vaults and stand by exhibsina crisis, ters in Paris. He plans to live in 
wp $15.000 for operation. His brother, were suspended when the Cardenas | hibs’ requirements as a whole. |providing, of course, the exhibs New York. His wife accompanied 
Hugh, is associated with him: also | government refused to recognize the| Film execs point out that were the | threw overboard those ‘political tor- him. Not known whether or not 





hit. These two performers will | . : : 
1 ary Asses by a production, re- ordered the awarding. to naming a street after Lou | salary out of the country is seported 
tain the BBC tag and tour the | Costello, rotund comedian-part- to have come directly from Minister { 
provinces. Another BBC item, | ner of Bud Abbott and native Customs Harrison. 
] § 





‘Happidrome, is reportedly doing 
smash business when it plays in the 
flesh. It’s hard to say whether ra- 
dio is bringing back vaudeville. 

Another development currently is 
batoners going for variety bookings: 
leaders surrounding themselves with 
a few acts and the unit show travel- 
ing as a special offering. Latest in 
this groove is Maurice Winnick; 
leader used to play at swank Dor- 
chester hotel. His vaude unit is 
tagged ‘Dorchester Follies.” Ambrose 
is another to play roaddates under 
this setup. 

Radio has, of course, played a 
great part in bringing maestros to the 
attention of the masses up north, 
where their best road business is. 
But apart from tke buildup and a 
look-see at aswank West End hostelry 
band, opinion is these natives will 


2 COL. BRIT. PIX 
GREENE, 


STAR 


FORMBY 


London. Aug. 8. 


Columbia Pictures has started two 
picts here, first an original by Pat 
Kirwin, tentatively titled ‘Unpub- 
|lished Story,’ being produced by 
Two-Cities Production Co. and di- 
rected by Harold French. Richard 
Greene has been granted special 
leave from the Army to star, with 


son extraordinary. Last Thurs- 
day (21) Street Superintendent 
Eli Jelsma had a two-way sign 





erected in front of Costello’s 33d 
street home bearing the legend 
Costello Square. 

That Costello Square happens 
to be completely remote from 
the nearest square didn’t faze 
Jelsma much. He explained the 
misnomer, ‘We thought the peo- 
ple in that area would come to 
know it as the Costello Square 
of 33d street.’ 








have the new stars used in the best 
stories available and in ‘A’ produc- 
tions, thus reducing the gamble. 

If only a comparatively small per- 
centage deliver like Abbott and 
Costello, it’s pointed out, the pro- 


BRITISH DRAFT 
STATUS 


London, Aug. 8. 
Film personnel question has 
reached such a stage that neither 
renters, exhibs nor studios are aware 
of just where they stand in the Gov- 
ernment’s intentions. Promises given 
to, or tacitly received, by all three 
groups were mysteriously _ side- 
tracked when the actual service 
call-up of staffs was put into effect. 


| of ) 
long term to keep afloat with re- 


|vivals. E. J. Tait, of Williamson- 
Taif, said he lived in hopes of seeing 
a legit theatre boom again via new 
American attractions if the govern- 
ment relaxed the dollar bogey which 
has kept these artists in the U. S. 

Tait has again denied being ap- 
| proached by Warners through the J. 
| McKenzie-New Zealand interest, 
|large stockholders in Williamson- 
| Tait, to lease legit theatres in Syd- 
ney and Melbourne. 


| 





Propaganda Pix 
Tn England Cited 





go for anything. They don’t even Valerie Hobson as his leading ducers and exhibitors will ‘be ahead.| Renters got an unexpected sock 

want to dance; the local quartet's femme. Denham studios are being | /his comedy team’s offerings have|when important employees, whom | 

still good enough for a hop. Ma- used. Expected to take eight weeks, | P€€M among the top grossers here | they understood were reserved from F ) t d 

jority of patrons seem to have and budgeted to cost $250,000. and throughout the territory. all draft call, _were summarily | or a é ness 
stumbled on that oldtime urge of The second is first George Formby One player who the local crowd ordered away) into — Government | 

sitting back to be entertained—then picture to be made under Col. ban- thinks is ripe for stardom is Rita| work. A tentative objection drew a 


homeing to say they’d been to a 


show. 


RIO WOOS US. PIC MAN 
TO NEEDLE PRODUCTION 


ner, being made at Joe Rock studios. 
Title not yet decided upon, but likely 
to be either ‘I’ll Double You’ or ‘See 
Me Twice’ (latter title suggested by 
VarigeTy mugg, which is only thing 
against it). Marcel Varnel to direct, 
and will cost around $200,000. 
































S 


am Weisenthal, as biz manager. |Franco administration. 


Hayworth whose work in ‘Blood and 
Sand’ still has them talking here- 
| abouts. 


British Exhibs Seek 

















'U. S. to become actively embroiled 


reported reply asking to whom such 
employees were of more use—cinema 
trade or munitions for Britain? It’s 
the type of question to which there’s 
no effective reply. 

Complaint is not that these em- 
ployees are being taken-—-trade has 





| pedos.’ 


London, Aug. 8. 


Current yen for using political 
and propaganda elements of this war 
as format for pictures is in for some 


discussion here on both grounds of 





| Westreich will rejoin Warner Bros. 


in ata hina aciag oct 
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Liberty Magazine says— 

“After a year and a half of delib- 
erate inactivity, Producer Sam 
Goldwyn explodes with a violence 
that should shake several glit- 
tering Oscars from the Academy 
Awards’ shelves . . . ‘The Little 
Foxes’ is well-nigh perfect.” 


Variety says— 

*‘Rates among the best vehicles to 
come out of Hollywood in recent 
years—a film as great in prestige 
as it will be at the box-office... 
Director William Wyler has han- 
dled every detail with an acutely 
dramatic touch.” 


Motion Picture Herald says— 
“Samuel Goldwyn’s first picture 
in 18 months is ... a perform- 
ance picture, a prestige picture, a 
woman’s picture, an artistic tri- 
umph and...a box office picture.” 


Box Office says— 


**A far above the ordinary attrac- 
tion, beautifully performed and 
directed.” 


Film Daily says— 
“Should pile up impressive 
grosses everywhere.” 


ED Motion Picture Daily says— 


“Ranks with Goldwyn’s best.”’ 


Hollywood Reporter says— 


““Moviegoers will be quick to hail 
it as a magnificently enacted of.- 
fering. A superb work.”’ 


BED i. Cameron, N.Y. Daily News, 
says— 
“One of the most important pic- 
tures made in Hollywood this year 
- . - Places its director, William 
Wyler, among the five top rank- 
ing directors of the screen.” 


SAMUEL 
GOLDWY 


returns to production 
with the finest and 
sreatest production 0 
his memorable career 




















| 
| 


| 
Howard Barnes, N.Y. Herald- ” 
Tribune, says— 


“It shakes one’s heart in no u 
certain manner... an outstan 
ing motion picture.” 


ED ii. B., N.Y. Sun, says— 


“It is a drama to set your hair o 


fire.”’ 
ED Bosley Crowther, N.Y. Times, 


says— 
‘A very exciting picture.” 


HEED Archer Winsten, N.Y. Post, “i 





“Will certainly stand out as on 
of the memorable tragedies of th 
year.” 


G. E. Blackford, N.Y. Journal- 
American, says— a 
“Candidates for the best pictur} 


of the year had better make wa} 
for this one.” 


William Boehnel, N.Y. World- 
Telegram, says— 
“Undoubtedly one of the gr 
dramas of the year... No bette 
acted or gripping film has ap 
peared in months.” 7 


EDL Mortimer, N.Y. Daily Mirror 


says— é 
“Triply pleasing because of U 
distinguished direction, produc 
tion and acting.” 


John Chapman, N.Y. Daily News 
says— 
“Magnificent picture . . . Bette 
than the stage version.” 


John T. McManus, PM, says— L 


“The most provocative movie 9) 
the season.” 


Leo Mishkin, N.Y. Morning 

Telegraph, says— : 
“4 magnificent and immeasut 
ably powerful picture.” 





! 
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A Hedda Hopper, Des Moines 

| Register & Tribune, says—. 
ou “An amazing human document... 
stan This picture is so much better 


than the play .. . After seeing it 
you will walk about in a daze.” 


James Francis Crow, Hollywood 


bie Citizen News, and Look Magazine, 
‘says— 

’ ‘Powerful, passionate and fascin- 
ating. Goldwyn’s newest produc- 
tion is typical of his work. He sim- 

“ ply insisted on the best.” 


2 Edwin Schallert, L.A. Times, 
of th says— 

“Will probably be entitled to 
Academy Awards right and left.” 


Jimmy Starr, L.A, Herald & 
ictur| Express, says—— 
e wa} “Once again giving an emotional 
performance thai puts her in line 
for Academy honors, Bette Davis, 
‘surrounded by a brilliant cast, 
‘scores in ‘The Little Foxes’.” 


d- 


r ~ 
bette Virginia Wright, L.A. News, says— 
1s ap “The most perfectly produced, 

P the most skillfully played drama 
— to come out of Hollywood in a 


great many months.” 





Louella Parsons, L.A. Examiner, 
says— 
“Mr. Goldwyn deserves our thanks 
for bringing so many new faces 


ry f il 
roduc 


News to the screen, and all of them in- 
teresting and with talent . . . To 
Bettei William Wyler goes great praise 


for a finely directed film.” 


= BD Mayme Ober Peak, Boston Globe 
vieo} © and NANA Service, says— 


“Goldwyn has done it again... 

Here is an Academy Award winner 

for 1941 ... Samuel Goldwyn 

. brings a great stage play to the 

easur screen and produces an even 
greater motion picture.” 





“WILL NOT BE SURPRISED 
IF THIS IS PROCLAIMED 
GOLDWYN’S BEST” 


—Damon Runyon, in N. Y. Daily Mirror 
and King Features Syndicate. 








SAMLEL GOLBHYE 


praent 


BETTE 
DAVIS 


The 


UTIL 


HERBERT 


WASH 


RICHARD . 


WRIGHT-CARLSON 





Directed by WILLIAM WYLER 


From the Stage Success by UAllian Hellman 
Distributed by RKO RADIO Pictures, Ina, 


de Veen ce ARN oe a ee RR Oy ot eS 
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FILM BOOKING CHART 


of theatre and ffm exchunge bookers VARIETY presents | 
G cemplete chart of feature releases oj all the American distributing com- | 
panies for the current quarterly period. Date of reviews as given tn 
Vanirty aud the running time of prints are included.) 

Key to Type Abbreviations: M—Meiodrama; C—Comedy; CD—Comedy | 
Drama; W—Western; D—Drama; RD—Romantie Drama, MU—Musical. | 
Figures herewith indicate date of Variety’s review and running time, | 
COPYRIGHT, 1940. BY VARIETY. INC. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
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WEEK OF RELEASE—7/i1/41 








Two in a Taxi (Col) D 62 A. Louise-R. Hayden 

Navy Blue and Gold (M-G) (reissue) Db 95 RK. Young-J. Stewart 

Father Steps Out (Mono) D F. Albertson-L. Grey 
Forced Landing (Par) 79 M 63 R. Arilen-E. Gabor 

They Meet Again (RKO) D J. Hersholt-D. Lovett 
Gangs of Sonora (Rep) 7 16 W 56 3 Mesquiteers F 

Mountain Moonlight (Rep) cD Weaver Bros. Elviry 
Accent on Love (20th) D 61 G. Montgomery-O. Massen 
Hello, Sucker (U) 7 2 . @ Herbert-T. Brown 
Bride Came C.0.D. (WB) 7 2 CD 99M B. Davis-J. Cagney 











WEEK OF RELEASE—7/18 41 





Blondie in Society (Col) 7/2 ce TF Singleton-A. Lake 

Son of Davy Crockett (Col) 7.9 w 59 B. Elliott-I. Meredith 
Stars Look Down (M-G) 1/3/40 D 104 M. Redgrave-M. Lockwood 
Arizona Bound (Mono) w B. Jones-T. Mc( oy 
Shepherd of the Hills (Par) 6 18 D 98 J. Wayne-B. Field 
Hurricane Smith (Rep) D ; R. Middleton-J, Wyatt 
Sunset in Wyoming (Rep) 8 13 w 65 G. Autry-S. Burnette 
Dance Hall (20th) 7/23 D 73 Cc. Romero-C. Landis 
Raiders of the Desert (U) Ww 60 R. Arlen-A. Devine 


8/20 w 55 J. M. Brown 
50 J. Perry-R. Pryor 


Rawhide Rargers (U) 
Bullets for O’Hara (WB) 6,30 D 


WEEK OF RELEASE—7 25/41 











The Officer and the Lady (Col) 7 16 D 59 R. Hudson-R. Pryor 
Blossoms In the Dust (M-G) 6 25 D 98 G. Garson-W. Pidgeon 
The Deadly Game (Mono) D J. Lang-C, Farrell | 
Hurry, Charlie, Hurry (RKO) 7 9 Cc 65 L. Erroll-K. Howeli 
Citadel of Crime (Rep) M R. Armstrong-L. Hayes 
Bad Men of Missouri (WB) 8 16 D 75 J. Wyman-D. Morgan 











WEEK OF RELEASE—8 1/41 








C. Starrett-E. O’Hearn 
A. Sothern-G. Murphy 
W. Hull-L. Gorcey 

R. Corrigan-M. Terhune 
M. Martin-D. Ameche 
R. Colman-A. Lee 


Thunder Over the Prairie (Col) 7 30 w 359 
Ringside Maisie (M-G) 7/30 Cc 
Bowery Blitzkrieg (Mono) D 

Fugitive Valley (Mono) 8/20 ws 60 
Kiss the Boys Goodbye (Par) 6 25 CD 83 
My Life With Caroline (RKO) = 7, 16 Cc 48 


Rags to Riches (Rep) 8/13 M 57 A. Baxter-M. Carlisle 
Charley’s Aunt (20th) 7/23 Cc 88 Jack Benny 
Cracked Nuts (U) c M. Auer-U. Merkel 


Three Sons o’ Guns (WB) cD W. Morris-T. Brown 


WEEK OF RELEASE—8/8/41 











Tillie the Toiler (Col) 8/13 Cc 67 XK. Harris-W. Tracy 
Whistling in the Dark (M-G) 86 D 76 C. Veidt-A. Rutherford 
Dynamite Canyon (Mono) Ww T: Keene-E, Finley 
Wide Open Town (Par) 7/3¢ wW 77 W. Boyd-R. Hayden 

Six Gun Gold (RKO) 8/27 Ww 57 T. Holt-L. White 
Dressed to Kill (20th) 7/23 M 75 L. Nolan-M. B. Hughes 
Hold That Ghost (U) 7/30 Cc 85 Abbott-Costello 

New Wine (UA) 7/30 MU 82 IL. Massey-B. Barnes 
Manpower (WB) 7/9 D 103  E. Robinson-M. Dietrich 





WEEK OF RELEASE—8/15/41 














Ellery Queen and Perfect Crime (Col) M 68 R. Bellamy-M. Lindsay 


King of Dodge City (Col) 8/13 WwW 63 B. Elliot-T. Ritter 
Life Begins for Andy Hardy (M-G) 8/13 C 100 M. Rooney-A. Rutherford 
World Premiere (Par) 8/27 C 7 J. Barrymore-F. Farmer 


Ice-Capades (Rep) 8/20 Cc 88 
Wild Geese Calling (20th) 7/30 D 78 
This Woman Is Mine (U) 8/27 D 91 


J. Eliison-D. Lewis 
H. Fonda-J.Bennett 
F. Tone-C. Bruce 


WEEK OF RELEASE—8 22/41 














Here Comes Mr. Jordan (Col>} 7/30 


or] 


93 R. Montgomery-R. Johnson 


Dr. Kildare’s Wedding Day (M-G) 8/20 D 82 L. Ayres-L. Day 

The Parson of Panamint (Par) 6/25 w 8 C. Ruggies-E. Drew 
Scattergood Meets B’way (RKO) 8 27 CD 78 G. Kibbee-E, Dunn 
Under Fiesta Stars (Rep) w Gene Autry 

Bad Men of Deadwood (Rep) Ww Roy Rogers 

Private Nurse (20th) 7/30 M 60 J. Harwell-B. Joyce 

A Dangerous Game (U) 3/5 M 69 A. Devine-R. Arlen 
Highway West (WB) 8/6 D 62 B. Marshall-A. Kennedy 











WEEK OF RELEASE—8 /29/41 
Our Wife (Col) 8/20 Kies 
When Ladies Meet (M-G) 8/27 


( 92 M. Douglas-R. Hussey 
( 
Saddle Mountain Roundup (Mono) Ww 


J. Crawford-R, Taylor 
Range Busters 


Aloma of the South Seas (Par) 8 27 RD 76 D. Lamour-J. Hall 
Fiving Blind (Par) 8/20 M 69 R. Arlen-J. Parker 
Little Foxes (RKO) 8/13 ~ D 115 B. Davis-H. Marshall 
Doctors Don’t Tell (Rep) D J. Beal-F. Rice 
Pittsburgh Kid (Rep) w B. Conn-J. Parker 
Sun Valley Serenade (20th) 7 23 CD 86 S. Henie-G. Miller 
Lydia (UA) 8/20 RD 103 M. Oberon-A. Marshal 
Major Barbara (UA) 5/7 D 115 W. Hiller-R. Morley 


Dive Bomber (WB) 8/13 D 130 XE. Flynn-F. MacMurray 


WEEK OF RELEASE—9/5/41 








Mystery Ship (Col) 8/6 D 
Citizen Kane (RKO) 





65 P. Kelly-L. Lane 
4/16 D 120° O. Welles-J. Cotton 


Bad Man of Deadwood (Rep) w R. Rogers-G. Hayes 
Charley Chan in Rio (20th) 8/27 D 60 S. Toler-M. B. Hughes 
Badlands of Dakota (U) w R. Dix-F. Farmer 
Man from Montana (U) w J. M. Brown 

Smiling Ghost (WB) 8/13 D 71 + W. Morris-B. Marshall 











WEEK OF RELEASE—9/12/4l 





Harmon of Michigan (Col) D T. Harmon-A. Louise 
Gentleman from, Dixie (Mono) Dd #.1..aRut-M. Marsb 
Parachute Batallion (RKO) 7/16 D 75 RR. Preston-N. Kelly 
Outlaws of the Cherokee Trail (Rep) w 3 Mesquiteers 

Apache Kid (Rep) w D. Barry-L. Merrick 
Belle Starr (20th) 8/27 D 87 R. Scott-G. Tierney 
Unfinished Business (U) 8/27 RD 94 ~=«T. Dunne-R. Montgomery 
Navy Blues (WB) 8/13 D 108 


A. Sheridan-J. Oakie 
WEEK OF RELEASE—9/19/41 





Ladies in Retirement (Col) D I. Lupino-L. Hayward 
Gun Man From Bodie (Mono) w B. Jones-T. McCoy 
Marry the Boss’ Daughter (20th) © B. Joyce-B. Edwards 
Sing Another Chorus (U) cD J. Frazee-J. Downs 
Nine Lives Are Not Enough (WB) M R. Regan-J. Perry 





WEEK OF RELEASE—$9/26/41 








You’ll Never Get Rich (Col) cD F. Astaire-R. Hayworth 
The Drifting Kid (Mono) w T. Keene 

Lady Scarface (RKO) 7/23 D D. O’Keefe-J. Anderson 
Yank in the RAF (20th) D B. Grable-T. Power 

It Started With Adam (U) D D. Durbin-C, Laughton 


Sergeant York (WB) 7/2 D 134 G. Cooper-J. Leslie 








TRADESHOWN AND READY FOR RELEASE 











Whiteman In Nev. | 


Continued from page laa 











ideas for this town is Capt. Newton 
H. Crumley, Jr. U. S. Army Air 
Corps, now stationed at Moffet Field, 
Calif.. and owner (with his father) 
of the Commercial. As in many 
Nevada hotels and clubs, the hotel’s 
casino (from roulette to craps) is its 


be overlooked that Elko County is 
the second richest cattle-producing 
area in the U. S. and that there are 
also great sheep ranches and exten- 
sive mining interests. 

The Elko County Fair from Sept. 
11-14 here will bring in thousands of 
ranchers from all over this state and 
from adjoining Idaho and Utah to 
over-run the Commercial Casino & 
Lounge and have a rip-roaring, old- 
fashioned, western time. 


The Commercial’s policy of big 
name shows and bands began in 


mid-1940, with a full-week show 
since then at intervals of about six 
weeks. There were smaller shows 
with the regular Lounge Orchestra 
during part of 1939 and early 1940. 
Then the Commercial jumped to 
the $1,500 weekly class for shows, 
then up to $2,500 until now this 
Whiteman show, which runs about 
$7,500 for the nine-day run. Minors 
are not allowed in bars and casinos 
in Nevada by law, so the Commer- 
cial always stipulates in its contracts 
with bands and shows that one free 
show must be played (matinee) at 
the local theatre for the kids. 

Elko is a stop on the main trans- 
continental railroads and Highway 
40 goes through the middle of town, 
so the tourists pack the Commercial 
and elbow booted cowpunchers, 
grizzled miners and just local towns- 
people in the casino and at the bars. 
There are about a half dozen other 
casinos in town but only one tried 
putting on a show and it turned out 
to be fourth-rate. The Commercial 
has for its regular nightly dancing 
Eddie McLane and his trio from San 
Francisco. 

Commercial house first tried using 
name talent a year ago, with biz 
building for each succeeding show. 
Place is booked by Sam Rosey, San 
Francisco agent. 


6-Day Nitery Wk. 


Continued from page 1 

















tres, nite clubs and radio stations 
of Chicago have been operating on 
a six-day week as far as musicians 
are concerned, in accordance with 
a Chicago Federation of Musicians 
ruling. 

Otherwise, all theatres, niteries 
and radio stations must give its 
musicians one day off in_ seven. 
Some of the houses instead arranged 
to give the musicians one week off 
in seven weeks, rather than break 
up their shows one day a week with 
new musicians, new and_- unre- 
hearsed to the show. 

As far as niteries are concerned, 
most of them have given the regular 
musicians Monday night or Tuesday 
night off and replaced with a fill- 
in orchestra. This is so at the Pal- 
me: House where Lou Diamond’s 
orchestra regularly fills in on Mon- 
day. Other places, such as College 
Inn of the Hotel Sherman, close 
dewn entirely rather than try to 
buck business with a pick-up group. 
The musicians’ union ruling was put 
into effect, originally, to spread em- 
ployment among its members and it 
is worked out that way in some 
measure. 

With the performers now going on 
a six-day week, it is figured that ad- 
ditional performers will now be 
employed by the niteries, with fill-in 
acts hired to sub for the regular 
turns. 

Among the better known niteries 
which will go on a six-day week 
are Colosimo’s and New Yorker. 


| _ Imitations OK 











TRADE SHOWINGS _ 


(From Aug. 27-Sept. 6) 


(Alphabetically arranged according to Exchange City, and chronologically 
sequenced according to calendar date and hour of screenings. A ready 
reference for all erhibitors, embracing ALL the five major distributors 
under one table. This will be brought up to date each week, listing the 
schedule of releases for the ensuing 10 days from Variety's date of publica- 
tion. Legend: T. for Theatre; P. R. for Projection Room.) 





| most interesting feature. But it can’t | ALBANY 


TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), Warner T., P.R. 
/‘*UES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB), Warner, P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (2 p.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
| TUES., SEPT. 2 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), 20th-Fox, P.R, 
WED., SEPT. 3 (2 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), 20th-Fox, P.R. 

WED., SEPT. 3 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), 20th-Fox, P.R, 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (2 p.m.), “Skylark’ (Par), 20th-Fox, P.R. 


ATLANTA 


| TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 am.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), RKO, P.R. 

| TUES., SEPT. 2 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
» 
2 


TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Are Not Enough’ (WB), RKO, P.R, 
TUES., SEPT. (12:30 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

WED., SEPT. 3 (12:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par),.Paramount Ex. 

| THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 

| THURS., SEPT. 4 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), RKO P.R, 


BOSTON 


TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), 20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (11 a.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB), 20th-Fox P.R, 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (11 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

WED., SEPT. 3 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 

THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


BUFFALO 


TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), 20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB), 20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (2 p.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Niagara T. 

TUES., SEPT. 2 (3:30 p.m.) ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Niagara T. 

WED., SEPT. 3 (2 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Niagara T. 

WED., SEPT. 3 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Niagara T. 

» THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail, (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), 20th-Fox, P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (2 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Niagara T. 


CHARLOTTE 


TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), 20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB), 20th-Fox P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), Warner P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Are Not Enough’ (WB), Warner P.R. 


CHICAGO 


TUES., SEPT. 2 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Among the Livmg’ (Par), Cinema T, 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (2:45 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Cinema T. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Cinema T. 

WED., SEPT. 3 (2:45 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Cinema T. 

THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Universal P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Universal P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), Universal P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Cinema T. 


CINCINNATI 


TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), RKO PR. 

TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Are Not Enough’ (WB), RKO P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (2 p.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (2 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

WED., SEPT. 3 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), RKO Thea. Dept. P.R, 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), RKO Th. Dept. P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding Wind’ (RKO), RKO Th. Dept. P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (2 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


CLEVELAND 


TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), Warner P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Are Not Enough’ (WB), Warner P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (3 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex 

WED., SEPT. 3 (3 p.m.), "Night 6 Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R 

THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO) 20th-Fox Pp R 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO) 20th-Fox P.R 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. . 


DALLAS 


TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), 20th-Fox P.R. 








Continued from page 3 











who*gave due credit to the persons 
imitated, and the latter were well 
pleased with the compliment in- 
volved. There is here no claim that 
the imitation is other than fair. It 
is not charged that it aims to ridicule 
or provide anything but admiration 
for the skill of the plaintiff. The 





(Grouped by Companies) 


Down in San Diego (M-G) 7/30 CD 69 R. McDonald-B. Granville 
Jekyll and Hyde (M-G) 7/23 D 127. SS. Tracy-l. Bergman 
Lady Be Good (M-G) 17/16 MU 110 E. Powell-R. Young 

Buy Me That Town (Par) 7, 30 D 68 L. Nolan-C, Moore 
Aldrich for President (Par) 7 30 C 73 J. Lyden-J. Preisser 
Hold Back the Dawn (Par) 7/30 D 114 C. Boyer-O. de Havilland 
New York Town (Par) 7/30 RD 75 M. Martin-F. MacMurray 
Nothing But Truth (Par) 7/30 C 89 B. Hope-P. Goddard 
Father Takes Wife (RKO) 7/16 D 80 A. Menjou-G. Swanson 
All Money Can Buy (RKO) 7/16 D 100 E. Arnold-W. Huston 
International Squadron (WB) 8 13 M 85 R. Reagan-O. Bradna 


Prete ge a morremrzes tern os 
“ - “itaiiaas so eee ee Dora ener Serr Ne Lore meme eoneeer 
= REP % wer ene ee 


public is not in any measure de- 
ceived.’ 
Miss Murray had sought a tem- 


porary injunction against the dance 
being performed by Georges Fon- 
tana and Mitzi Haynes, as she as- 
serted she had performed it at the 
Horseshoe from March 15 to July 23. 
The former silent film star also seeks 
a permanent injunction and $150,000 





|} damages, with this issue to be tried 


in the fall. 


TUES., SEPT. 2 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Are Not Enough’ (WB), 20th-Fox P.R, 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (2 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex 

WED., SEPT. 3 (2 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16° (Par), Paramount Ex, 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

THURS., SEPT. 4 (1 p.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (2:10 p.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (3:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 


DENVER 


TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 am.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par) 

TUES., SEPT. 2 (2 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Shae ther’.  Bcaeneet gla 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (8 p.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), Paramount P.R. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (9:15 p.m.), ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB), Paramount P.R. 
WED., SEPT. 3 (10 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 

WED., SEPT. 3 (2 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 am.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Paramount PR 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Paramount ‘PR. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:26 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (2 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. 


(Continued on page 18) 
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ee ae THURS., SEPT. (10 a.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par). Normandie : ¢ ‘GEESE’ HIGH $10 530 
aa (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), RKO PR. | ’ 




















4 
THURS., SEPT. 4 
4 ‘| THURS., SEPT. 4 (11 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO). RKO P.R. ; | IN PROV JORDAN’ gic 
ra e Owings THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), RKO P.R, | ° 
4 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO, RKO P.R 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (3:40 p.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO). REO ® i | Providence, Aug. 26 
DES MOINES THURS. SEPT. 4 (4:50 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), RKO P.R. | setae tian ERROR Aime. 2. 


“eA ' week at RKO Albee, and ‘Life Begins 
TWES.. SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.). “Law of the Tropics’ (WB), 20th-Fox P.R. CKLAHOMA CITY for Andy Hardy,’ in its second weck 


THURS., SEPT. 
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TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘Nine Lives Not Enough’ (WB), 20th-Fi x PR. TUES.. SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB). 20th-Fox PR. at Loew's State, are still going 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (12:30 p.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Paramount Ex. | qyee” sepp 2 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Paramount Ex. | strong. ‘Here Comes Mr. Jordan’ at 
TUES.. SEPT. 2 (2 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Por) (Par), Paramount a. TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB). 20th-Fox PR. Fe sessed and — b osecing Calling’ at 
WED., SEPT. 3 (12:20 p.m.). ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount a TUES., SEPT. 2 (2 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex, | eee Se Cay Sere 
WED., SEPT. 3 (2 p.m.), "Night of Jan. 16 (Par), Faramount Ex. WED., SEPT. 3 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. Estimates for This Week 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Paramount | R. aa WED., SEPT. 3 (2 pm.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. | Albee (RKO) (2,200; 28-39-50)— 
SILURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 c.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), SEES FO R. THURS., SEPT. 4 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. ‘Hold Ghost (U) and ‘Repent 
YHURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ «RKO), Paramount Fa. THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:30 p.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Paramount P R. | Leisure (RKO) (3d wk). Still going 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. THURS., SEPT. 4 (1:40 p.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. | Seng = —- = for nifty 
DETROIT THURS., SEPT. 4 (2:50 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO}, Paramount P.R. bir ast wee cleared = swell 
— “ » PR MAHA Cariton (Fay-Loew) (1,400: 28-39- 
‘FS. SEPT. 2 «10 2.m.). ‘Lew of the Tropics’ (WB), Film Bldg. P.R. O |50)—'Manpower’ (WB) °=1 ‘Sons o’ 
a ra ; (11:15 azo.) ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB), Film Bide. P.R. TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB). 20th-Fox PR. F | Guns’ (WB) (2d run). Putling nicely 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (1:20 p.m).. ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Paramount Ex. TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Not Enough (WB). 20th-Fox PR. |and should hit good $2,500. Lest 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (3 p.m.), ‘Lir.h of ihe Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex. TUE6.. SEPT. & (1:15 p.m.), ‘Among the Living (Par), 20ith-Fox P.R. | week, ‘Mata Hari’ (M-G) and ‘Navy 
WED., SEPT. 3 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. | TUES., SEPT. 2 (3 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. | Blue, Gold’ (M-G), good $2,000, 


WED., SEPT. 3 (3 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16° (Par), Paramount Ex. WED., SEPT. 3 (1:15 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO , Max Blumenthal PR. WED., SEPT. 3 (3 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Duce Cowboy’ (RKO), M. Blumenths! PR. | THURS., SEPT. 4 (1:15 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), 20th-Fox P.R. 
THURS., SEPs. 4 (12:20 p.m.). ‘Riding vind’ (RKO), M. Blumenthal P.R. FRI., SEPT. 5 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. | PRL, SEPT. 5 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 


| FRL, SEPT. 5 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P. R. 
INDIANAPOLIS ! PHILADELPHIA 


Fay’s (Indie) (2,000; 10-25-35)— 
‘One Night of Love’ (Par) (reissue) 
and ‘Bullets for O’Hara’ (WB). Also 
picking up here for nice $2,800. Last | 
week, ‘Bringing Up Baby’ (RKO) | 
(reissue) and ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ 
(RKO), fairish $2,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,200; 28-39-50) 
‘Wild Geese Calling’ (20th) and 


TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.). ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), Paramount P.R. 


























TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB), Pi ramount Pa. TUES., SEPT. 2 110 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WS), Vine St. P.R. : | ‘Dance Hall’ (20th). _ Strong appeal 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (1:30 p.m)., ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Paramount Ex. TUES., SEPT. 2 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Among the Living if ar ), Paramount Ex. /and_ packing them in for ban; up 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (3 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex. TL ES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), 9 Lives Are Not Enough (WB), Vine St. P.R. | $10,500. Last week, : ‘Manpower’ 
WED. " SEPT. 3 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. | TUES., SEPT. 2 (12 noon), ‘Birth of the Blues (Par), Paramount Ex, | iw and ‘Sons o’ Guns’ (WB), nifty 
WED.. SEPT. 3 (3 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16° (Par), Paramount Ex. | TUES., SEPT. 2 (2 p.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Paramount Ex. ko L ) (3.200: 28-29-56 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. | TUES., SEPT. 2 (3::0 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex, Lit Te Meg 4 Ca 48-39-50) 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 am.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. | WED., SEPT. 3 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. Poe gft ory (Col) (2d se ——. 
THURS. SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), Paramount P.R.| WED., SEPT. 3 (12 noon), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. for grand $9,000 aaa ananien sn 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. WED., SEPT. 3 (2 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. | skyrocketed for knockout $17,000 7 
es | WED., SEPT. 3 (3:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. ‘ , oa aot one 
“ hou p » NIS le . 5s | Strand (Indie) (2,000; 28-39-50)— 
KANSAS CITY | SEER. SHUS. 6 (10 ant.), Sumew Teele aes, REO Ps. ‘Mr. Jorden’ (Col) and ‘Rags Riches’ 
p ee PR) : | S., SE ° 730 a.m.), * ar ar), Paramount Ex. ( ¥ : siftv § 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (1€ am.), ‘Law of the Tropics thot a pR_| THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), RKO P.R. be pte TD Ed oy 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), "Nine Lives Not Enough eee oust Ex. | THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), RKO PR. ‘and ‘Blondie Society’ (Col), fair 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (1:30 p.m). Ameng oo Saving alt gh a - ; THURS., SEPT. 4 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. $5,000. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (3 p.m.), ‘Birih of the Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex. ae 
WED., SEPT. 3 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), tiene ogg | PITTSBURGH | ; | 
. . ‘ KT: = ae . » x - . | oa . 
boo Raggy ald oa) Oe oe oe cue rel PR TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m. ), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), Warner P.R. | Bomber Blitz $9,000 
THURS. SEPT. 4 (11:10 am.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. ana eee : per — ba yea the Living (Par), Paramount Ex. In Mildish Memphis 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. | 7 &&Ss Shes 9 a.m.), 9 Lives Are Not Enough (WB), Warner P.R. | 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. rUES., SEPT. 2 (12:15 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex. rR Memphis, Aug. 26 
— - ; | TUES., SEPT. 2 (2 p.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Paramount Ex. | “Dive Bomber’ hit the local trade 
LOS ANGELES | TUES., SEPT. 2 (3:45 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex. — grag _ optics. Warner 
rH cE : 2 .m : 9 se tater “te | Bros. ai itz is ying the bigges 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), 20th-Fox P.R. a prob : yt en ge tg ‘ (Per), yaramanant Ex. y biz the pie Nay Mins a h sg ta 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘Nine Lives Not Enough’ (WB), 20th-Fox P.R. WED. SEPT. ; — ‘ gre Nig ¢- van. baie sales Paramount Ex. |this year. Terrific campaign. plus 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (1:30 p.m.). ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Ambassador T. WED. SEPT. 3 ree pi : “oe oy (Pat ’, Pal pena Ex. = |} rave notices and natural current in- 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (3 p.m.). ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Ambassador T, | THURS. SEPT = cia, ay: re “i of Jan. 16 (E a ts waramount Ex. terest, make it the flicker of the | 
WED., SEPT. 3 (1:30 p.m.), "Glamour Boy’ (Par), Ambassador T. URS. SEPT b-apate. ut aw Trail (REO), RKO F R. month. | 
WED., SEPT. 3 (3 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Ambassador T. | THURS. —* 4 (10:30 a.m. ), ‘Skylark (Par), F aramount Ex. Fair-to-middling is ‘Here Comes | 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), RKO P.R. | THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), RKO P.R. Mr. Jordan’ at the Malco and ‘My 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), RKO PR. TuURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind (RKO), RKO Pn. Life With Caroline’ at Loew's Pal- 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.). ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), RKO P.R THURS., SEPT. 4 (2 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. ace. —— State 1S getting a sur- 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Ambassador T. PORTLAND i ina on ‘Life Begins 
MEMPHIS TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), Jewel Box P.R. Estlnates for Thie Week 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), 20th-Fox P.R. ae’ Se oe eh, aren 2 ee tee wee On ER. | Wee CM) (BON 30-388-46)— 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (10:20 2.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Paramount Ex. IES. SEPT. 2 pay we regen p- Brag Prantrlag, Spade Ae oe Preview Rm. | ‘Dive Bomber’ (WB). Unusual mar- 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘Nine Lives Not Enough’ (WB), 20th-Fox P.R. TUES., SEF T. 2 (3 p.m.), Birth of the Blues (Par), Star Preview Rm. /quee name combine of Errol Flynn 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (2 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex, WED. SEPT. 3 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy (Par), Star Preview Rm. ) and Fred MacMurray may boom this 
WED., SEPT. 3 (10:30 a.m.). ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. | WED., SEPT. 3 (3 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16 (Par), Star Preview Rm. to walloping $9,000. Last week, 
WED., SEPT. 3 (2 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16° (Pas ) Paramount Ex. THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail (RKO), Star Film Ex. |*‘Manpower’ (WB) (2d wk), $3,000, 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.). ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO). 20th-Fox P.R. | THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy (RKO), Star Film Ex. good. . ee 
THURS. SEPT. 4 (10:30 am.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. | THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), Star Film Ex. co, Tease) (2.200; 10-33-44 \— 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. THURS., SEPT. 4 (2 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Star Preview Rm. nate them widths: tabrish $4500. Last 
TRURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. | ST. LOUIS week, ‘Whistling Dark’ (M-G), $3,100, 
MILWAUKEE TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), S'Renco P.R. a (Loew) (2,600: 10-33-44 )— 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), Fox Thea. P.R. TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Are Not Enough’ (WB), S'Renco P.R. | ‘Life Andy Hardy’ (M-G) (2d wk) 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB), Fox Thea. P.R. TUES., Sert. 2 a p.m ), Among the Living (Pat ), Paramount Ex. - Still going heavy to swell $4,000. Last 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Paramount Ex. rUES., SEI r. 2 (2:50 p-m.), Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex. week, socko $8,000. a 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (2:45 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex. pak nn porns S$ ens ‘Glamour Boy (Par), Paramount Ex. ge Chaeeeanen } sas rig eer el 
WED., SEPT. 3 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. | WED., SEPT. 3 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16 (Par), Paramount Ex, = Mr. Jorc an va ty wees reviews 
WED., SEPT. 3 (2:45 p.m.). ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par ). Paramount Ex. THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), RKO P.R. em Pet 5 hep ge a it Rg eet 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), RKO P.R. ‘Time for Rhythm’ (Col). $4200. 
“een Eee @ {11-10 “hy ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), 20th-Fox PR. | THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), RKO P.R. 1 okay : , $4,200, 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), 20th-Fox PR, | THURS. SEPT. 4 (1 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. | Strand (Lightman) (1,000; 10-22- 
DHURS., SEPT. 4 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex, | SALT LAKE CITY | 33)—‘Shepherd of Hil!s’ (Par) (2d 
run), and ‘Lady Louisiana’ (Rep), 
MINNEAPOLIS TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB). 20th-Fox P.R. split week. Looks down to sickly 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.). ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), Warner Bldg. | TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB), 20th-Fox P.R $1,200. Last week, ‘Mountain Moon- 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 2.m.), “Nine Lives Not Enough’ (WB), Warner Bldg. | TUES., SEPT. 3 a p.m.), “Among the Living’ (Par), Paramount Ex. licht (Rep), three days; sage ite 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (1 p.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Warner Bldg. | TUES., SEPT. 2 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex, naan ge P bok ‘ be ay ped 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blves’ (Par), Warner Bldg. WED., SEPT. 3 a p.m. }, Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. raat ndie), two @ays: $1,750, ver: 
WED., SEPT. 3 (1 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Warner Bldg. WED., SEPT. . (2:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16 (Par), Paramount Ex, - . ee ae 
WED., SEPT. 3 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Warner Bldg. | Sees... SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. | THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. | MONTREAL 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.) ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), 20th-Fox PR. | THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), “Riding the Wind’ (RKO), Paramount P.R. nichnene See ) 
JHURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. FHURS., SEPT. 4 (i p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. : (C pr og page 11 faa 
IRS.. SEPT ( m ‘Ss ark’ (Pa Jarne Maisie’ (M-G) and ‘Penalty’ (M-G), 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (1 p eo a Bldg. SAN FRANCISCO fair $3.000. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), Republic Pict. P.R.|,,.Q@'Pheum_ (Ind) (1,100; 30-40-60)— 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Whitney T. } TUES., SEPT. 2 (11215 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB), Rep. Pictures P.R. ge _ binge Bo “ — 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), Warner P.R. TUES., SEPT. 2 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Paramount Ex, I ae eenk “elias Basie ( UA) 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Are Not Enough’ (WB), Warner P.R TUES., SEPT. 2 (3 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex. and ‘Tom Saw yer’ (UA ). fair $2.700. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (1:30 a.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Whitney T. | WED. SEPT. $ (1:30 p.m.), “Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. Cinema de Paris “(France-Filn ) 
WED., SEPT. 3 (10 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Whitney T. WED. SEPT. 3 (3 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. (600; 30-60)—‘Gens de Voyage’ (2d 
WED., SEPT. 3 (11:20 a.m.), ‘Night of Jen. 16°-(Par), Whitney T. THU RS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), RKO PR. wk.). Scraping bottom at $800 cur- 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Whitney T. | THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), RKO PR. |rently and last week. 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), RKO PR. | nvm Denis (France-Film) (2,300; 30- 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. | THURS. SEPT. 4 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. nee? te, eee ane 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.). ‘Riding the Wind’ «RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. SEATTLE sen aetins heen $3500. Last 
NEW ORLEANS TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), Jewel Box P.R Panes’ gun os 600" — 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), 20th-Fox P.R. TUES. SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB), Jewel Box P.R. me ne 
YTUES., SEPT. 2 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Paramount Ex. TUES., SEPT. 2 (1 p.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Jewel Box P.R. ; 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘Nine Lives Not Enongh’ (WB), 20th-Fox P.R,| TUES.» SEPT. 2 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Jewel Box PR. SKOURAS’ COAST H.Q. 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (12 noon), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Paramount Ex. WED., SEPT. 3 (1 p.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Jewel Box P.R. 
ij WED., SEPT. 3 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Paramount Ex. WED., SEPT. 3 (2:30 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Per), Jewel Box PR. |National Theatres Head to Use 
WED., SEPT. 3 (12 noon), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Paramount Ex. THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Jewel Box Pn. Offices to Buy Consent Pix 
! THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Jewel Box P.R. 
ie THURS., SEPT. 4 (10:30 a.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Paramount Ex. | THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), Jewel Box PR. Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 
Ay THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ *RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. _THURS., SEPT. 4 (1:30 p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Jewel Box (P.R. | Spyros Skouros is setting up of- 
THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. | SIOUX FALLS \fices as president of National The- 4 
TY 7 Maia jatres in the Fox West Coast build- 
NEW YORK cl an amar 8 (1 p.m. ’s Among the Living (Par), Amer. Th. Supply P.R. |ing, to be used seasonally in buying 
| TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Normandie T. ” 2% (2:15 p.m.), Birth of Blues’ (Par), Amer. Th. Suppiy P.R. | deals under the U. S. consent decree. 
+ TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m..), ‘Law of the Tropics* (WB), Home Office P.R. WED., SEPT. 3 (1 p.m. ,, Glamour Boy’ (Par), Amer. Thea. Supply P.R. | Entry of the company prexy 
TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB), Home Office P.R. | WED. SEPT. 3 (2:15 p.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Amer. Th. Supply P.R. means a large shifting of the legal 
i TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:30 a.m.). ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Normandie T. THURS. SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), Amer. Th. Supply P.R.|and other departments in the F-WC 
WED., SEPT. 3 (10 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Normandie T, j (Continued on page 20) ioffice layout. 
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Because “DR. JEKYLL & MR. HYDE?” in its 
Astor, N. Y. pre-release is packing them in —in its 
3rd Week. A sure-fire audience sensation to start 
your 1941-42 season. (Spencer Tracy, Ingrid Bergman, 
Lana Turner.) 


Because Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland are to- 
gether again and “LIFE BEGINS FOR ANDY 
HARDY” has set a new all-time high for this gold- 
‘ ~ mine series. Hold-overs from Coast-to-Coast. (Lewis 
Two of the Ten Top Stone, Mickey Rooney, Judy Garland and the folks.) 


Money-Making Stars. 
(M. P. Herald poll) 





| 
| 
| 
| 


Because just when you thought Leo had delivered 
his Biggest Summer Show along comes “WHEN 
LADIES MEET” to end the season in a blaze of 
glory. (Joan Crawford, Robert Taylor, Greer Garson, 
Herbert Marshall—all in one great entertainment.) 





All in one big show, Because you'll soon be seeing at M-G-M trade- 
Joan Bob, Greer, Herbert showings four New-Season pictures (see below) that 
are literally being raved about after Coast Previews. 


Because one of them is “HONKY TONK.” star- 
ring Clark Gable and Lana Turner, cheered at the 
Clark Gable and California Theatre, Huntington Park, Preview. 


Lana Turner meet in 


“HonkyTonk." WoW! Studioland says it’s another “Boom Town”! 









ga Gy 2 Because at the same theatre “THE FEMININE 





SS TOUCH” (47morems) starring Rosalind Russell, 
Don Ameche, Kay Francis, rolled the Preview audi- 
Composite picure of a* ence in the aisles and sent the folks out cheering! 


Because at the Preview of “MARRIED 
BACHELOR” (Robert Young, Ruth Hussey, Felix 
Bressart), also at the California Theatre, they roared 
so loud you couldn’t get all the comedy lines! 


Because “SMILIN’ THROUGH’ is “dreams come 


true” in its musical Technicolor production. Jeanette 
MacDonald’s newest eye-filling, heart-tugging role 
will be remembered forever! That’s what the 
ean Academy Theatre, Inglewood, Preview audience said. 


Smilin’ Through (Brian Aherne, Gene Raymond in a great cast.) 
with another HIT! 














; 
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THIS WOMAN IS MINE 





‘Continued from page 8) 
producer-director Frank Lloyd, will 
prove a misadventure for the thea- 
tre boxoffices. Stiff in both script 
and direction, at best it’s a filler for 
the duals in the nabes. 

Picture unfolds with endless series 
of uninteresting sequences that fail 
to generate any dramatic punch; 
both story and direction quickly sail- 
ing it into the doldrums, and keep- 
ing it loafing until the final five min- 


utes—but the little breeze at that! 


point is insufficient to revive audi- 
ence interest. 

Story details the adventures of a 
fur trading expedition from New 


York to Oregon—financed by John | 


Jacob Astor. Schooner, captained 
by disciplinarian Walter Brennan. has 
aboard (1) Scottish traders Nigel 
Bruce and Leo G. Carroll; (2) Fran- 
chot Tone, reticent bookkeeper- 
representative for Astor; (3) French- 
Canadian riverman, John Carroll, 
and (4) stowaway Carol Bruce, beer- 
garden singer enamored of Carroll 
and aboard because she believes the 
ship is bound for France. All the 
principals are tossed together for 
innane and boresome incidents dur- 
ing the trip around the Horn—and 
switch of Miss Bruce’s affections to 
the stable Tone during the voyage 
fails to generate any interest. When 
the ship finally drops anchor at the 
Columbia river, story has flattened 
out to such an extent that an In- 
dian foray and battle on shipboard 
stir little interest. Naturally Tone 
and the girl escape when the ship 
blows up, Brennan having fired the 
powder kegs. 

Cast members fail to overcome the 
burdens of static direction and script. 
Even Walter Brenan fails to save 
himself from the situation. Carol 
Bruce, in first screen appearance, 
starts off with promise in singing 
two songs before the voyage, but 
then clambers aboard the ship of 
misadventure. Maritime shots of the 
square-rigger under sail at several 
points have pictorial values, but they 
don’t help to salvage the basic ele- 
ments that carry on at low es 

alt. 


SIX GUN GOLD 


(WITH SONGS) 
RKO release of Bert Gilroy production. 
Stars Tim Holt; features Ray Whitley, Jan 
Clayton, Lee ‘Lasses’ White. Directed by 


David Howard. Screenplay, Norton 8. 
Parker: camera, Harry Wild; editor, Fred- 
eric Knudtson; songs, Kay Whitley and 
Fred Rose; music director, Paul Sawtell. 
Reviewed at Colonial, Lincoln, Neb.. Aug. 
ry ’41, dual. Running time, 57 MINS. 
Oe TR o.n.0 00 0 0 0 00 08608600 Tim Holt 
anon kan teder Cbetees tokens Ray Whitley 
enny Blanchard...............Jan Clayton 
ERR Lee ‘asses’ White 
DS «c:6a on cea weneele eee kn LeRoy Mason 
3 mn Binnchard .....ccccees: Eddy C. Walker 
DREGE oc 0 veces ceceseseeued Davison Clark 
WEEE cocnvecesecteeesessess Harry Harvey 
ee at ere -+»-Slim Whitaker 
rad ‘Car@igahi....ccccescsess Lane Chandler 
CIE: inn catudadeeessbbéeesaueael Jim Corey 
Perry Waiamenars. .« ...000s800 Fern Emmett 





Bert Gilroy sent Tim Holt gallop- 
ing against outlawry and disorder in 
this, the fifth of RKO’s series to es- 
tablish young Holt as the western 
favorite his father, Jack, once was. 
Edward Killy, who piloted the first 
foursome in the chain, gave way for 
this one to David Howard who skill- 
fully guided a refreshing script to 
what will prove for showmen a 


profitable end. Total result is a neat 
package of western-action entertain- 
ment,. made up of age-old elements 
but cemented together with a mor- 
tar of new twists. 

Holt and his two pals, Ray Whit- 

y and Lee ‘Lasses’ White, ride into 
Placer~City to~visit Holt’s brother, 
Lane Chandler, who’s been ap- 
ointed U. S. marshal. Instead, they 

nd a stranger, LeRoy Mason, pos- 
ing as Chandler. Without letting the 
fake marshal know he’s wise, Holt 
and his sidekicks pretend to be 
scared out of town. 

Holt and his buddies are then in- 
volved in a gold shipment, which 
they manage to push through to its 
destination despite the gang headed 
by Mason. Holt’s brother, im- 
prisoned, is released and climax is a 
slambang gun brawl. 

Holt performs as well in ‘Six Gun 
Gold’ as in any of the starrers he’s 
done under the present setup, and 
makes a plausible western hero. 
Whitley sings two "numbers, both 
well received, which he wrote with 
Fred Rose. 
stick 


type. Jan Clayton, as 


femme lead, has little to do, which is 


in Norton §S 
Art. 


KANSAS CYCLONE 


Republic release of George Sherman pro- 
uction. Stars Don ‘Red’ Barry features 
ynn Merrick, William Haade. Directed 
by George Sherman. Screenplay, Oliver 
Drake, Doris Schroeder, from original 
story by Louis Sarecky; camera, William 
gg editor, Charles Craft. At New 
ork, N. Y., week of Aug. 19, '41, duaied. 
Running time: 57 MINS. 


the main weakness 
Parker's script. 


ee MEMEO. A voce cédeees Don ‘Red’ Barry 
Se eee pbensesheace Lynn Merrick 
Sheriff Ed King............William Haade 
gs Se Re Milt Kibbee 
"8 - Fees eticeces Harry Worth 
Helen King..........+...Dorothy Sebastian 
ek SNORE. 5s od 60n0eedesons’saeds Jack Kirk 
Ben Brown....scseeeseeeses- Forrest Taylor 
PL biwiekodcsened’ e+eese-Charles Moore 


Don ‘Red’ Barry, third player on 
this company’s lot to be boosted to 
stellar cowboy roles, is becoming a 


Comedy burden is toted | . ; 
by Whit SS an ; the | to be entirely satisfactory. 
y ite and is of the broad a |making a travelog, Kline and Stein- 


first-rate star of oats operas. ‘Kansas 
|Cyclone’ furthers his popularity be- 
| cause it’s deftly scripted and given 
| above par, western meller direction. 
| Will fit nicely int» spots where they 
|go for cowboy dramas. 

Aside from the accepted formula 
|of the hero, this time a U. S. mar- 
| shal operating secretly, pitted against 
ithe cow country’s bandit crew, this 
| film introduces considerably more 
|sex lure than usual for a film of 
| this type. 


Certainly, nobody else in 
the cast or among the supporting 
extras even approaches the heroine, 
Lynn Merrick, in looks—and _ it’s 
seldom that a western opus is 
favored with such a comely miss. 

Story. concerns efforts of federal 
authorities to round up bandits who 
|have been robbing Wells-Fargo ore 
trains. Deputy marshal Jim Randall 
(Don Barry), operating in the guise 
of a geologist, manages to trap the 
| bandits single-handed and then en- 
j lists the usual posse to rout the 
| escaping robbers in a gun fight. It’s 
all been done countless time in 
| westerns, 

Barry holds interests despite his 
|comparatively short stature, and is 
|showing acting improvement. Miss 
| Merrick is becoming a first-rate in- 
;genue. William Haade contributes 
'a trim characterization as Sheriff 
Ed King. 
| Milt Kibbee is interesting as the 
| Wells-Fargo agent. Support is’ 
| headed by Dorothy Sebastian, Harry 
| Worth and Forrest Taylor. Script- 
ing is given pat handling by Oliver 
| Drake and Doris Schroeder. 
|Sherman’s direction is neatly paced 
| while William Nobles supplies one 
| of his better camera jobs. Wear. 





The Forgotten Village 


(Documentary) 
Mayer-Burstyn release of John Steinbeck- 


| Herbert Kline production; directed by Kline. | 


| Script by John Steinbeck; narration writ- 
ten by Steinbeck, spoken by Burgess Mere- 
dith; camera, Alexander Hackensmid: edi- 
tor, Kline: music, Hanns Eisler. Reviewed 
in projection room, N. Y., Aug. 26, 11. 
Running time, 65 MINS. 


Documentary - producer Herbert 
Kline (now under contract to Metro) 
and author John Steinbeck more 
than a year ago determined to com- 
bine their talents in a film on Mexi- 
can peasant life. They delved into 
the locale and for 10 months Kline 
and his crew lived among the people 
who came before their lenses. “The 
|Forgotten Village’ is the 


with a much tighter 
smoothly-flowing story than custom- 
ary, it should be an easy coin- 
grabber for limited engagements in 
the arties. It will also provide good 
dual support in certain regular sit- 
uations. Current ban by the New 
York Censor Board—despite the 
|apparent absence of anything that 
|could be called lewd—-should also 
| have the usual salutary effect at the 





0: 
| Film’s major shortcoming is its 
| lock of objective; the anticipated 
lesson is not pointed, and in this 
| case that’s bad. Both Kline and 
| Steinbeck have gained reputations 
j}as men with an eye for social sig- 
| nificance and the patronage that the 
| film gains is going to be seeking it. 
|True, K. and S. have pictured the 
| Mexican villagers in all of their 
;miserable squalor, they have de- 
| picted the never ending battle of old 
|against new ideas and they have 
{shown how primitive a man the 
| peasant of Mexico’s ‘Forgotten Vil- 


| lage’ is. But the net result is not 
j}entirely sympathetic. ‘Why don’t 
| they do something to help them- 
| selves?’ is the natural question 
j}asked. Kline and Steinbeck make 


| ° 
|clear that the Mexican government 


jis taking some small strides toward 
| digging its hinterlanders out of phy- 
| sical filth and mental slough but the 
leffects apparently haven’t yet 
| touched the village pictured. 

Story concocted by Steinbeck is 
| amazingly suspenseful and almost as 
| fast moving as piece of Hollywood 
| fiction, something unique for a docu- 
|mentary. It probably will be re- 
| flected at the ticket window. To at- 
|tain that objective, however, Stein- 
beck has greatly shortened the scope 
|of Kline’s canvas. The broad stroke 
that marked ‘Crisis’ and ‘Lights Out 
{in Europe,’ both made by 


|}abroad, are missing. The antici- 


| pated more or less generalized pic- | 
jture of a Mexican village and the | 


| life of its people isn’t there. In its 
| place are too few aspects of that life 
To avoid 


| beck have jumped to the other ex- 
|treme. There’s not even a view of 
the village, a village street (except 
in such closeup as to be almost 
meaningless) or the outside of the 
huts in which the families live. 

On the other hand there’s the at- 
| tention-holding story of the Mexican 
peasant family, first in birth, then in 
death. Esperanza, the mother, is 
about to have another child. She 
doesn’t call a doctor — and _ she 
wouldn’t even if there were one— 
but there’s Trini, the wise woman, 
who mixes witch-like potions. After 
predicting, for a fee, that it will be 
a boy, Trini comes in a few weeks 
later to act as midwife. The scene 
immediately preceding birth—and 
the one to which the censors are ob- 
jecting—is by far the most gripping 
in the picture. Trini wraps Esper- 
}anza in a shawl and, by the process 
of having two other women pull the 
ends, virtually forces the baby into 








George | 


result, | ©} 
Ranking high among documentaries, | - 
and more} 


Kline | 


| the world, The actual birth is not 
shown. , 
Continuing on the same major 
theme — medicine —the children of 
‘the village one after another get 
| sick. Trini says it’s the ‘bad airs’ and 
works her potions to no avail. Ac- 
tually it is the bad waters, produc- 
ling typhoid. Juan Diego, son of the 
family pictured, and a lot brighter 
'than his kinfolk and other villagers, 
calls in Mexico’s rurai medical serv- 
‘ice. The people, however, will have 
inone of ‘horse-blood’ (vaccine) doc- 
itors and force them out of town. 
| Juan kidnaps his sick little sister to 
have her injected and save her life. 
But his father kicks him out for his 
|trouble and he is taken to Mexico 
|City by the doctor for a real educa- 
| tion. 
| Photography by Alexander Hack- 
lensmid, who worked with Kline in 
| Europe, is superb, surpassing almost 
'anything that has come out of Holly- 
wood. Likewise excellent is Kline’s 
choice of his characters from among 
the villagers and the infinite patience 
| it must have consumed to coach to a 
| point so letter-perfect in their roles 
as to make it appear that they aren't 
acting at all. Steinbeck’s running 
/commentary is appropriately done, 
unobstrusive and fully explanatory. 
Unfortunately, Burgess Meredith's 
voicing of it is bad. Fact is it’s not 
the usual Meredith voice at all, but 
much harsher, and the fault may lie 
lin the recording. 
| Certainly something to see for 
janyone with the slightest interest in 
| Latin-America, it is not surprising 
|that the film has the complete sup- 
port of the Mexican government de- 
| spite the fact that it is the unpretty 
|side of the country’s tracks that is 
painted. The picture’s. simplicity 
and sincerity far transcend thot. 
Herb. 


_PENN OF PEN’S’VANIA 


(BRITISH-MADE) 

London, July 17. 
Film Corp. release of 
National (Richard Vernon) produc- 





Anglo-American 
British 


| tion. Stars Clifford Evans, Deborrah 
| Kerr Directed by Lance Comfort. Origi- 
}nal story and screenplay by Anatole de 


|; Grunwald, with acknowledgments to C. E. 
|} Vulliamy’s ‘William Penn’; camera, Ernest 
|} Palmer. At Phoenix theatre, London. Run- 


ning time: 87 MINS. 

Boot a eee Clifford Evans 
Rs on ds eth aheevnwae Deborrah Kerr 
See. BEsicuh oentacaesess Dennis ArunJell 
King’s Chaplain.....ccce.d Aubrey Mallalieu 

BF ee Db. J. Williams 

Pee ear ©. B. Clarence 

SS are ere Charles Carson 

; Pepys. e-eoe-+-Henry Oscar 
DN ce eavbscenegaeese tbade en Max Adrian 
DT: sitive’ sboabans<tiduneaten John Stuart 

PT 6+ <80nd000beseedeebeeee an Maire O'Neill 
Bushell decivctcsccceeses chee migy 
Lord Mayor of London.........Joss Ambler 
a re eae .J. H. Roberts 
Ship’s Captain........sec: Edmund Willard 
Ne een et Percy Marmont 





British National historical feature 
| is, in the main, uisappointing. Pic- 
| torializing of William Penn, a hefty 
| subject, has the look it was tackled 
with an unfortunate sense of aware- 
ness. Ingredients talk big, but im- 
press little. Kudos may come on 
grounds of courage, with sentiment 
lending a helpful hand. Whatever 
U. S. biz it gets will come from the 
power of the Penn name. 

Script of A. 
a tough one on which to travel. It’s 
been tinted with romanticism and 
weighed down with dialog where 
simplicity and eventfulness were the 
keynotes. Director Lance Comfort 
| has done well under the load. Cast 
| works hard; a dressy, class produc- 
tion job from Richard Vernon goes 
|a long way. But world affairs and 
|ballyhoo alone will be responsible 
for any of its success. 

The fire and zeal that must have 
| been part of Penn are lacking. Clif- 
|ford Evans tries hard to get inside 
ithe title 
| Deborah 
| wife. 








and 
means 


role 
WT > 
WNerTr 


rates praise. 
little as his 


Narrative unfolds the conversion 
of Penn from son of a wealthy ad- 
miral to a _ prose'yte of simple 
| brotherhood. The Quaker persecu- 
Jot serves as buildup to the freedom 
| 


of Pennsylvania. Latter sequences 
come off best in the picture. There 
are some good bits of acting through- 
out a large cast: Joss Amber regis- 
ters as judge in overlong court 
scene, and Dennis Arundell’s study 


of King Charles is done neatly. Gus 
McNaughton, Edward Rigby and 


John Stuart also get across. 

Ernest Palmer has turned in some 
| first-class photography; Holmes Paul 
okay by the art department. 
| Looks like plenty money went into 
| this one. 


JEANNIE 


| does 


(BRITISH-MADE) 
London, Aug. 7. 


General Film Distributors’ release of 
Tansa-Marcel Hellman production. Stars 
Michael Redgrave, Barbara Mullen. Di- 


rected by Harold French, 


| 

| 

| Screenplay, 
atole de 

| 

| 


An- 





this simple, straightforward yarn of 
a charming  near-Cinderella; it 
screens quaintly and delightfully. 


A Scottish lass comes into a few 
hundred dollars. Life for her has 
consisted of listening to ‘The Blue 
Danube’ played on a_ neighbor's 


lands ; 
spend the coin on a splash vacation. 
The brightlights duly mulcted, she 
returns for a job as housemaid in 
London. In between there’s a heart 
episode with a gigolo Austrian count 
who mistakes the girl’s show of coin 
for a tidy fortune, asks her to be his 
wife but bows out when learning the 
reality. There's also a staunch fel- 
low whom the dark lass met on the 
boat-trip from England; he -sells 





de Grunwald looks | 


washing-machines and has the busi- 
nessman’s yen for blondes. At first 
amused by Jeannie’s naivete, he 
| strays, recovers, and never tires in 
the age-old pursuit, so everything 
works out fine. 

To Barbara Mullen go kudos for a 
svelte performance sans tricks as 
Jeannie. Girl brings something 
fresh to local screen talent, and 
clinches the hit she made in the legit 
original. Michael Redgrave and Al- 
bert Lieven are equally sound as the 
hero and the heel, respectively. It’s 
Lieven’s first film chore here, re- 
peating role he had in the stage ver- 
sion. 


There’s dependable playing al] the 
way through. Kay Hammond regis- 


| ters as the blonde menace who steals 
Redgrave for a night back in Vienna; | 


Wilfrid Lawson is great as the dour, 
Scottish father, whose demise brings 
about the unexpected legacy. 


Direction of Harold French hits a 
pace that rarely lags; there are one 
or two dull spots but due to story 
rather than technique. Smarter 
scissoring will aid, especially as pic- 
ture tends to lengthiness. 

Screenplay from A. de Grunwald. 
Roland Pertwee and Aimee Stuart 
is spiced with smart situations and 
twists. Production is top class and 
showy to the point of lavish on the 
Viennese settings. Music in the 
restaurant, opera and ballet se- 
quences, art denartment and camera 
all blend smoothly. 


UNA VEZ EN LA VIDA 


(‘Once in a Lifetime’) 
(ARGENTINE-MADE) 
(With Songs) 
Buenos Aires, Aug. 18. 


Argentine Sono Film production and re- 


lease. Stars Libertad Lamarque; features 
Luis Aldas, Orestes Caviglia, Rachel Re- 
rendt, Raimundo Pastore, Ana Arneodo, 
Rosa Rosen, Semillita, Domingo Froio. 
Story. Leo Perutz and Jacobo Muchnik. 
Directed by Carlos Borcosque. At Monu- 
mental, Buenos Aires. Running time, 75 
MINS, 





Libertad Lamarque is one of Latin 
America’s top film stars and ‘Una 
Vez en la Vida’ (Once in a 


is Lamarque from siart to finish. Di- 
rector Carlos Borcosque doesn’t let 
the camera get far from her for a 
|minute, and though the story is 
| plenty meller, even for here, and the 
dialog weak, La Libertad manages 
to come through with what the cus- 
tomers like. This one should do 
even better in the nabes and in the 
provinces than in the capital since 
much of Lamarque’s humor is ex- 
clusively for the earthier audiences 

Story is one of those things, and 
while credits go to Leo Perutz and 
Jacobo Muchnik, there’s no great 
originality apparent. Libertad. 
day before her wedding, falls in love 
with Luis Aldas, a very eligible un- 
known. Complications develop when 
|she discovers he’s in danger and 
needs cash in_a hurry 
her country home, travels to B.A. 
and in a risky game of baccarat (il- 
legal here) she wins enough to save 
| his life. They both start off together 
|but the hero, in a noble gesture, 





| obliges her to go back to her people | 


; when he discovers what she’s been 
up to. 
|mental comedy, soon 
j}and gets hokier 
goes along. 
There's an 


turns 
and hokier as it 





overdose of intrigue 


that drew barbs from iocal critics 
and a lack of real emotional sub- 
stance. Nevertheless, it holds to- 


gether pretty well, although not up 
to the writers’ last big grosser, ‘His- 
toria de Una Noche’ (‘History of a 
Night’), one of the biggest money- 
| making nationals in some time. 


orita Lamarque does three song's, one 
unnecessarily cut before it finishes. 
| Aldas is mainly an oh-and-ah draw 


hes the femmes and French actress 


phonegraph, so Jeannie of the High- ' 
makes tracks for Vienna to) 


Life- | 
time’), Argentina Sono Film’s latest, | 


the | 


She. leaves... 


The film starts out as a senti- | 
meller, | 


Sen- | 


Rachel Berendt and Orestes Caviglia 
deserve mention in the supporting 
cast. Comedy scenes of Semillita 
and Rosen in the first couple of reels 
are also big laugh-getters. Genera] 
presentation and photography good 
but musical background is hardly 
original. Ray. 


er EES Hl 
—— AW Exh ibs | 


Judge Hanft undoubtedly will take 
two to six weeks to study the argu- 
ments and all the documents and to 
write his findings. 

Another report in the Twin Cities 
was that a number of independent 
exhibitors, not members of any 
group, would petition Judge Hanft 
to give an early decision. 

The relief expected by Northwest 
Allied leaders from the objectionable 
percentage demands for the consent 
decree’s first groups-of-five is not 
likely to be forthcoming, if distrib- 
utors eventually are comp¢elled to 
sell under the Minnesota state law 
requiring the companies to include 
their entire season's product in their 
deals, according to local exchange 
| heads. The companies will still get 
|their scheduled quota of revenue 
i|from Minnesota regardless of how 
|they have to sell, these heads de- 
| clare. 














| As far as Metro 1s concerned, it is 
being pointed out that, if the Minne- 
|sota state law eventually prevails, 
the company will have to sell its 
lentire season’s product ‘without 
/knowing what the season’s output 
|will be at the time the deals are 


'made.’ The likelihood is that the 
company will tell Minnesota ac- 
‘counts they must take ‘the un- 


known season's product,’ if they wish 
to buy, at 40%, according to M-G 
|heads. Then, as the season pro- 
| gresses, readjustments downward 
'from that- percentage will be mace 
for pictures that do not prove their 
| boxoffice worth. This is as pro- 
vided for in the present sales’ policy. 
| After contacting accounts in the 
territory outside of Minnesota wiih 
\their first group and selling under 
what they call their pres:nt ‘revolu- 


tionary plan,’ Metro salesmen are 
highly enthusiastic. They claim 
jthat practically every account so- 


| licited has bought and that the trade 
| has accorded the plan a most favor- 
|able reception. 
| The salesmen feel that, for the 
first time, they are not selling ‘hit or 
|miss,’ but have a definite, scientific 
formula for every account, a unit 
| being worked out for each situation, 
Further claims that the independ- 
ent exhibitors in North and South 
| Dakota and western Wisconsin find 
ithe small group buying to their lik- 
ling are made by Warner Bros., Par- 
lamount and 20th-Fox, along with 
RKO. All of these companies insist 
ithat sales have far exceeded expec- 
'tations. They assert that there is 
| much less buying resistance than in 
| former years. 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

‘The Secret of Boston Blackie’ at 
Columbia became ‘Confessions of 
Boston Blackie.’ 

‘The Old Doll’s House’ is now ‘At 
the Stroke of 12’ at Warners. 
Produeers Releasing Corn. switched 

from ‘King of the Tropics’ to ‘Jungle 
Man.’ 

‘The Lady Is Willing’ new label on 
‘Miss Madden Is Willing’ at Colum- 
| bia. 

Paramount shifted from ‘Air Raid’ 
to ‘Midnight Angel.’ 

‘Call Out the Marines’ new handle 
for ‘The Marines Are Ready’ at 
RKO. 

‘Sergeant Yoo-Hoo’ was wiped by 
Paramount in favor of ‘True to the 
Army.’ . 

RKO switched from 
Fact’ to ‘Suspicion.’ 

Release tag on ‘Gobs in Ble’ at Re- 
public becomes ‘Sailor Be Good.’ 

The Americanos’ at Universal now 
titled ‘The Kid From Kansas.’ 

‘Bad Man from Bodie’ became ‘The 
Gun Man from Bodie’ at Monogram. 

‘Toy Soldier,’ the George Pal Pup- 
petoon at Paramount, is now 
‘Rhythm in the Ranks.’ 


the 


‘Before 























Trade Showings 














Grunwald and Roland Pertwee, 

o— ' yy play by Aimee Stuart; addi- | Continued from page 18 

ional dialog, Stuart; camera, Bernard and | ‘ 
Arthur Knowles. 4 sicester Square e- 
aie, "heeden, "henatar un, 101 MINS. | THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 a.m.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), Am. Th. Supply P.R. 
Jeannie McLean pap tei. Barbara Mullen | THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding Wind’ (RKO), Am. Th. Supply P.R. 
SOMOS MOLABNs 6 ic cccvdices . d Lawso ¢ R : 
Angus, Whitelaw cevemwee Gus Mateeneen Ses SUE, 6 CE p.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Amer. Thea, Supply aoe 
Mrs. itelaw.....ccsesees- Phyllis Stanley WASHINGTON 
oe Michael Redgrave 
French Customs Man......... -ercy falsh | T ‘ a ’ 
ae peskpe o = Pee iy dsen TUES., SEPT. 2 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Among the Living’ (Par), Sylvan T. 
Margaret ciaeenhktdienbaine ..Kay Hammond | TUES., SEPT. 2 (10 a.m.), ‘Law of the Tropics’ (WB), Earle Thea. Bldg. 
_ , or ade betes eg | TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘Birth of the Blues’ (Par), Sylvan T. 
Mrs. Murdoch...........-Marjorie Fielding | TUES., SEPT. 2 (11:15 a.m.), ‘9 Lives Not Enough’ (WB), Earle Thea. Bldg 
Restaurant Carman......... Phillip Godfrey | WED., SEPT. 3 (9:30 a.m.), ‘Glamour Boy’ (Par), Sylvan T. 
EY eit emensesess — iilig WED., SEPT. 3 (11:15 a.m.), ‘Night of Jan. 16’ (Par), Sylvan T. 

In ‘Jeannie’ Marcel Hellman has THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Skylark’ (Par), Sylvan T. 
coupled choice entertainment with | THURS., SEPT. 4 (10 a.m.), ‘Outlaw Trail’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 
what has all the looks of a b.o.| THURS., SEPT. 4 (11:10 am.), ‘Dude Cowboy’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R. 





| theme. 








——— 


The female trade wil] love’ THURS., SEPT. 4 (12:20 p.m.), ‘Riding the Wind’ (RKO), 20th-Fox P.R 
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LIVE GREAT 


DAYS! 


Ride heedlessly...love audaciously...in 
a story that takes you up...to thunder 
along with mounted madcaps...trigger- 
trained, horse-wise, prairie-toughened. 


CUSTOM-BUUT 
EXCITEMENT 
for BOXOFFICE 
BALLYHOO / 


GEORGE WA 
ory by Harold Shumate 
McLeod 


° Original st i 
sequences by Victor 
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Completion of Dixie's Many Defense 


Projects Releases Material, Men 
For Much New Theatre Construction 


Spartanburg, S. C., Aug. 26. 

Completion of many defense proj- 
ects is releasing materials and men 
for theatre construction, bottle- 
necked for many months. 

Wilby-Kincey’s new $70,000 Pal- 
metto opened here with R. B. Tal- 
bert, city manager, reporting best biz 
in years. 
local units. James Cartledge, State 
manager, transferred to house as 


manager. Suvern Alien moved from 
Strand to replace him at State. Pal- 
metto will be a straight pix house, 
minus stage. State vaudfilmer, with 
name bands booked for Carolina, top 
W-K local. Palmetto seats over 800, 
air-conditioned. 

R. E. Martin will soon open his 
second Fitzgerald (Ga.) unit, the 
Pine. J. H. Luther, manager, Grand, 
will also manage Pine. Alvin 
Whittle upped to house manager for 
new layout. 

Albert Soittle, president, Pastime 
Amus. Co., Charleston, S. C., named 
director of Organized Business, Inc., 
formed to bring new business and 
industries to S. C. 

North Carolina Theatres, Inc., sig- 
natured deal with $147,500 on the 
line for new Greensboro location, 
calculated to expand system in that 
city. Chain operates Carolina, Na- 
tional and Imperial in Greensboro. 
Montgomery S. Hill of Greensboro 


district manager. H. F. Kincey is! 
chain chief. 
New Ritz, Spartanburg, costing 


$19,000 for initial layout, blueprinted. 
Work starts soon. Replaces Liberty, 
dark. Bijou Amusement, Nashville, 
Tenn., will own, operate. 

Arcadia, Savannah, Ga., toned up 
via extensive remodeling. 
Park opened at Hot Springs, N. C. 

Fourth new Camp Croft (Spartan- 
burg) army theatre set for late fall 
opening. Camp Wheeler, Macon, 
Ga., has added new house. 

Tent theatres out for Dixie camps. 
Some of new layout running into 
real dough with latest equipment 
and frequent program changes. 

Harold E. Buchanan managing new 
Carolina, Hendersonville, N. C., op- 
erated by N. C. Theatres, Inc., 
Wilby-Kincey subsidiary. 

Sunday shows still being sought in 
several Dixie military area camps. 
Pro-Sabbath amusement leaders con- 
tend winter months will require 
greater amusement for soldiers. Co- 
lumbus, Ga., has Sunday show move 
on. Spartanburg, blanked from S. C. 
Sunday theatre bill, awaits next leg- 
Aslature session for another try. Suc- 
cess indicated then. 


Estimate U 3d Quarter 
Net Profit at $900, 
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J. Cheever Cowdin, chairman of 
Universal, who planed to the Coast, 
Thursday (21) for a production 0.0., 
is expected back 
regular monthly meeting of the 
board of directors Sept. 4. 

It now appears likely that Univer- 


gal’s third quarter report, ending last | 
July 28, will be ready for the direc- | 
This quarter | 


turate on that date. 
is expected to show net profit of 
more than $900,000, reports from 
foreign accounts holding up stronger 
than originally anticipated. 


High Budget Duo 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 








New house gives W-K four | 


New | 


in time for the | 





as 


Prodigal Star 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Homeward trip for Alberto Vila, 
Argentine star, was called off by 
Paramount, which ordered him ‘o 
stick around for a star role in ‘The 
!Gentleman From Buenos Aires,’ 
| now in preparation. 

Vila’s picture commitments back 
home will have to wait until next 
winter. 


ERPI MAY GIVE 
UP ITS COAST 
STUDIO 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Indie producers may face danger- 
/ous lack of production space un- 
/less purchaser or lessee takes over 
|General Service Studios when ERPI 
|lease terminates March 31, 1942. 
| ERPI took over plant originally to 
protect the heavy indebtedness due 
them from the previous owners of 
the studio. Rental returns sufficiently 
reduced ERPI’s remaining invest- 
ment to figure allowing attractive 
purchase price for potential buyer. 
Portable sound recording equipment | 
for Western Electric recording will | 
be continued by ERPI or close the | 
operating unit. 

Edward Small and Alexander 
Korda currently are utilizing most 
of the stage space and facilities. 
Will continue until ERPI abandons 
operation. 

Built 20 years ago, studio is one 
of the oldest rental plants in Holly- 
wood. 




















‘It’s Tough on Westerns 
When Cal.’s Green Fields 


Turn to Fire Hazards 





Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Heavy rains in the wet season, fol- 
lowed by hugh growths of under- 
| brush in the dry season, have caused 
| extra expenditures in the shooting 
| of westerns in the southern Cali- 
| fornia hills. As an example, the Tim 
Holt sagebrusher, ‘Land of the Open 





Range,’ shooting for RKO, is rigidly | 


ruled by William Hall, fire warden, 
with a forestry crew and equipment 
of extinguishers, explosives, burlap 
bags and shovels. 

| Fire watchers follow pistol-shoot- 


| blank cartridges don’t set fire to the 
| scenery. Worst of all, the cowboys 
| must roll their pills under super- 
| vision and dunk their butts into 
sand buckets. 





| WB-Capra Must Respond 
In ‘John Doe’ Theft Suit 


Warner Bros. and Frank Capra 
must answer interrogatories in 15 
days submitted by Robert Shurr and 
Pat A. Leonard, authors, who are 
| suing the film companies and the 
| director-producer charging plagiar- 
|ism. Interrogatories were submitted 
|to the N.Y. federal court yesterday 
(Tuesday ), 
| Authors claim ‘Meet John Doe’ is 
;a plagiarism of their play, ‘The 





Spencer Tracy and Katharine Hep- | Stuffed Shirt,’ and seek an injunc- 


burn checked in yesterday (Mon.) at 
Metro as co-stars in the heavy-coin 
picture, ‘Woman of the Year.’ 
George Stevens is directing the 
film, dealing with newspaper life. 





K-A-0’S $1.75 DIVVY 


Keith-Albee-Orpheum 
last week declared a $1.75 dividend 
on the company’s convertible pre- 
ferred stock to cover the quarter 
ending next Sept. 30. Divvy is be- 
ing paid out of the company’s oper- 
ating surplus. 

Dividend will be paid Oct. 1 to 
stock on record Sept, 15. 


: | 
directors | 


tion, accounting of profits and dam- 
ages. Other defendants associated 
with Warner Bros., or Capra, are 
| Richard Connell, Robert Presnell, 
| Robert Riskin and Jacob Wilk. 


| 





Keeps It Burning 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Harry Edington drew the produc- 
|tion assignment on ‘Keeper of the 
|Flame,’ an I. A. R. Wylie story 
| Slated as a Cary Grant starrer at 
RKO. 

This makes two productiuns for 
Edington. The other is - ‘Lona 
Henry,’ tentatively scheduled as a 
! starrer for Ginger Rogers. 





12,055 CONTRACTS 


‘Rebecca’ Topped UA Dates—Thief’ 
Next With 11,843 








Record number of contracts ob- 
tained by United Artists recently, 
even for some of the lesser pix 
| which it has distributed, has caused 
'expressions of surprise among sales 
' departments in the industry. Av- 
lerage, as revealed by Arthur W. 
Kelly, operating head, is consider- 
ably higher than other companies. 

Top number of pacts was obtained 
for ‘Rebecca,’ the Selznick produc- 
tion played or being scheduled to 
play 12,055 dates as of Aug. 2. Other 
films listed by Kelly included ‘Thief 
of Bagdad,’ 11,843 contracts; ‘South 
of Pago Pago,’ 11,193; ‘Kit Carson,’ 
11,551; ‘Son of Monte Cristo,’ 10,842; 
‘Four Feathers,’ 11,129; ‘Pot O’ Gold,’ 
10,209; ‘Capt. Caution.’ 10,214; ‘House- 
|keeper’s Daughter,’ 10,639; ‘Chump 
at Oxford,’ 10,897; ‘Westerner,’ 10,- 
466; ‘Real Glory,’ 10,128; ‘Foreign 
Correspondent,’ 10,775; ‘House Across 
the Bay,’ 10,308; ‘Winter Carnival,’ 
9.912, and ‘That Uncertain Feeling,’ 
9,799. 

Considered a good average num- 
ber of contracts in the industry is 
9,500-10,000. It was pointed out by 
a source familiar with UA that even 
‘Blockade,’ Wanger picture of sev- 
eral years ago that ran into all sorts 
of religious and other difficulties be- 
cause of the subject matter, and as 
a result suffered many cancellations 
and substitutions, had 9,475 dates. 
Another Wanger picture which was 
admittedly lightweight at the b.o., 
‘Slightly Honorable, had 9,682. 


Col. and U. Bait 
Accounts With 
Definite Dates 


Columbia last week followed the 
lead of Universal, likewise not sub- 
ject to the consent decree, in provid- 
ing exhibitor bait by announcing 
definite dates for specific pictures 
from now until Christmas. Col listed 
21 pictures and the top members of 
the cast of each. 


With the companies subject to the 
decree unable to give release dates 
far in advance (Paramount and 
Metro haven't even given theirs yet 
for the first blocks set for release 
‘some time’ in. September), U and 
Col are offering exhibs who buy 
their product assurance that they 
will have films as needed. In addi- 
tion they can make plans for the 
| Various holidays and periods of the 
| year, knowing what pictures they 
| Can count on for each occasion. 
| Col’s h.o. exec staff is currently on 
the Coast drawing plans for the sec- 
| ond half of the year. Abe Montague, 
general sales manager, announced 
h~ the schedule for the period from 
| Jan. 1 on will be made public early 

in October. 

















IN OHIO AT $3 PER REEL 


Columbus, Aug. 26. 
Roy Reichelderfer, supervisor of 








the Division of Censorship, Ohio De- 


partment of Education, announces 
| that coin-operated motion. picture 


| machine product must carry an ‘ap- | 


proved’ leader. He has ordered a 


| supply of reverse 16 mm.. leaders for 
| use in about two weeks. 
only company operatiing in Ohio is 
Soundies, Inc. Concern has had all 
29 reels okayed by censor, paying 
regular $3 per reel fee. 

Division has a new boss, Joseph 
Ray, now director of education, tak- 
ing over last week. Director, al- 
though merely the nominal head, 
frequently exercises his power. This 
was apparent in the case of E. N. 
Dietrich, former director, who di- 
rected the defensive fight to retain 
newsreel censorship. 


| 
! 








. 

| Buddy and Lupe Divvy 
Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Charles Buddy Rogers gets the co- 

Starring role with Lupe Velez in the 

|next ‘Mexican Spitfire’ feature at 

|Columbia, where he is currently 

| assigned to ‘Sing for Your Supper.’ 

| Studio thas another top role for 

‘Rogers in the offing. 





| this purpose, which will be placed in | 
To date the | 


UJ. of Minn. Economist Shows NW Biz 
Up But Exhibs 


Still Cry Taint So 





Just Lolling Around? 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Brian Donlevy wound up his Para- 
mount commitments for the year in 
‘The Remarkable Andrew’ and is 
free to take on outside jobs until 
January. 

Currently he is on vacation in the 
California hills, reading one radio 
script and three film roles. He owes 
one each to Edward Small and Co- 
lumbia and has a tentative offer at 
Universal. 


ODLUM'SS PICKUP 
OF RKO TOPS 
IN JUNE 


Washington, Aug. 26. 

Boompsa-daisy activities for film 
stocks for the month of June—with 
complete quiet during July—were 
recorded by the Securities & Ex- 
change Commission in its August 
stock transactions summary. 

Biggest deal involved purchase of 
45,200 shares of Radio-Keith-Or- 
pheum $1 par common by Floyd 
Odlum’s Atlas Corp. of Jersey City. 
Outfit bought from 100 to 19,700 
shares a day during the month of 
June to bring total holdings up to 
807,927 shares. In addition, Atlas 
was tagged as owner of 327,812 war- 
rants for common, and bought up 
4,364 shares of 6% convertible pre- 
ferred stock in same company. Lat- 
ter purchase brought its nest egg 
of 6% convertible to 43,845 shares. 
American Co., another Odlum sub- 
sid, recorded ownership of 268,23¢ 
shares of $1 par common at the end 
of June. 

Selling flurry occurred with the 
Manufacturers Trust Co. of New 
York, when it dumped 15,000 shares 
of 3%% convertible debentures of 
the 1947 series of Paramount Pic- 
tures, Inc., on the market. Retained 
3,377,800 of same, however, plus 5, 
710 shares of 6% convertible lst 
preferred. 

Up-and-down buying and selling 
of Loew's securities continued with 
J. Robert Rubin, its v.p., dropping 
2,600 shares of common no par value 
stock in Loew’s, Inc., and Loew’s, 











|common stock in its protegee com- 
pany—Loew’s Boston Theatres. Ru- 
bin was left with 21,315 shares of 
stock after the transaction, while 
Loew’s showed an accumulation of 
118,386 in the Boston subsid’s $25 
par common. 





| Pictures, Inc., was shown by Samuel! | 


| Broidy, Hollywood officer and di- 
,rector. Broidy picked up 3,000 
| shares of $1 par common—for a 
total of 7,900 shares—and disclosed 
| purchases made in May of 3,300 
shares of the same stock, plus hold- 
ing of 11,129 options for common. 
|In additin, Monogram Pictures, Inc. 
| was shown as owner of 500 shares of 
the $1 par papers, 

Contrasted with its purchases of 
| RKO, Atlas Corp. shuffled off 88° 
| Shares of Keith-Albee-Orpheum 7% 
| cumulative convertible preferred to 
retain 2,618 of same. American , 
| was shown as owner of 3.500 shares 
of the papers at the end of June, 





PROLIFIC EDDIE SMALL 


Expected to Supply 33% of WA's 
41-42 Program 





Edward Small during 1941-42 is 
expected to account for at least one- 
third of United Artists product. In- 
die producer has seven pictures 
lined up, with one completed and 
one about 90% finished. ‘Interna- 
tional Lady,’ already in cans, will 
be released by UA in late Septem- 
ber, while ‘Corsican Brothers’ will 
be ready a month later. 

After that, in the order they go 
before the cameras, the pix are 
‘Twin Beds,’ ‘Heliotrope Harry,’ 
‘Annie Rooney,’ ‘Wings Over China’ 
and one now being worked on but 
still untitled. 





vv 


| Inc. purchasing 56 shares of $25 par | 


Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 
Show business here and through. 
out the territory finally is sharing in 
the general business upswing, ac. 


cording to circuit heads and individ. 
ual exhibitors. 

Prof. R. L. Kozelka, University of 
Minnesota economist, reports that 
Northwest business activity in July 
hit a record high. His conclusions 
are based on statistics covering the 
fields of finance, production and dis. 
tribution—statistics which go back 
as far as 1919. . 

Seasonally adjusted, Prof. Ko- 
zelka’s statistics give a preliminary 
index of 143.5 for July. This is 
43.5% above the average for the five 
years, 1935-39. The previous peak 
was 141-7 for October, 1928. 

The ‘spectacular rise in grain ship- 
ments during July’ is cited by Prof. 
Kozelka as a primary cause of the 
unusual rise in the activity index 
from June to July. 

Clamoring for’ lower film rentals, 
independent exhibitor leaders in the 
territory have been stressing the fact 
that the Northwest is not getting 
anywhere near a fair share of de- 
fense spending because of com- 
parative lack of war industries. They 
also have complained that the draft, 
enlistments and National Guard 
transfers have taken away many of 
their best customers. In this connec- 
tion, they’ve pointed out the absence 
of sizable army posts and training 
camps in the territory. 


U’s Stock Activity Again 
Hints Simplification 
Of Corporate Structure 








Strength in Universal first pre- 
ferred shares and common stock as 
well as certificates for the common 
in the stock market last week again 
revived talk that company plans 
calling in its outstanding first pre- 
ferred. Also linked with these re- 
ports in Wall Street was another 
that the common would be retired. 
However, Universal denies that 
there is any new development on 
either stock, but that U for the 
last two years or more has sought 
corporate simplification so that only 
one stock would remain outstanding. 

Present indications are that Uni- 
versal will work towards simplifica- 


tion so that only Universal Corp. 
common certificates remain the 
sole stock in publie hands. At pres- 


ent there are 525,681 shares of this 
issue outstanding. Fact that put- 
and-call brokers in Wall Street have 
been active lately in writing papers 
on the certificates was the tip to 
| Wall Street that an advance in these 
| was coming. Climb of the certifi- 
| cates of three points in the last 
month or so is based on strong earn- 
| ings of Universal plus expectation 
that this stock may ultimately be in 
|a position to share more in company 
‘ he PE ERIM st ‘a 
Recent quotations for U first pre- 





|ferred around $160 do not indi- 
cate‘ any immediate intention of 
Universal to call in remaining 


shares because the first preferred 
is callable at $110 plus dividend ar- 
rears, now amounting to about $68. 
This would make the shares worth 
$178, and possibly a higher price in 
the market. 

Universal has not brought any ad- 
ditional shares into the company 
treasury via sinking fund operations 
since last January. However, the 
corporation has followed the letter 
of its certificates of incorporation 
requiring a certain amount to be set 
side for such operations when earn- 
ings reach a certain point. Financial 
policy of the company has been to 
take new steps towards simplification 
only when steady income is certain 
or reserves indicate such moves 
being warranted. Uncertainty of 
foreign revenue for the time being 
has made the company hold in abey- 
ence any plan for rushing through 
redemption of the first preferred. 





Stevenson Subs Milestone 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

RKO picked Robert Stevenson as 
director of ‘Joan of Paris,’ slated as 
the Hollywood debut for Michele 
Morgan, French film star, starting in 
mid-September with David Hemp- 
stead as producer. 

Originally slated to direct, Lewis 
Milestone pulled out after differences 
of opinion with Hempstead. 
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Schads Suing 
WB, W.&V., 20th 
For Conspiracy 





Philadelphia, Aug. 26. 

A suit for $750,000 triple dam- 
ages was filed in U. S. District Court 
Friday (23) by Schad Theatres, 
Reading, against 20th-Fox, the Wil- 
mer & Vincent and the Warner 
Bros. interests, charging the defend- 
ants had entered into a conspiracy 
to harm the plaintiffs’ theatre be- 
cause they had refused to cut War- 
ners’ rental for the house. It is the 
largest amount of damages asked in 
any film anti-trust in Philly courts 
up to now. The plaintiffs, Harry J. 
Schad and Sallie R. Schad, operate 
the Astor, Reading. Wilmer & Vin- 
cent Corp. control the Embassy and 
Ritz in that city. The Stanley-War- 
ner Co. operates the Warner there. 

This is the case as outlined by 
the brief 
Harry Shapiro, Schad’s attorney: 

1. Stanley-Warner leased the As- 
tor (built at a cost of $900,000) in 
1929 and operated it until May, 1941. 
During that time the house was op- 
erating as a first-run house show- 
ing only class A pictures. Among 
these were one-half of all 20th-Fox 
product. 

2. In November, 1940, six months 
prior to the termination of the 
lease. Warner requested the Schads, 
who had acquired title to the house 
in 1935, to renew the lease but at 
a lower rental. When the owners 
declined, Warners warned them that 
if they persisted in this stand, WB 
would not only refuse to sell them 
product, but would also get Fox 


filed by State a 





to stop selling them its product and 
to sell away to Wilmer & Vincent’s 
house. 

3. After the plaintiffs’ refusal to 
renew the lease under Warners’ | 
terms, the defendants then entered | 
into ‘unlawful combination’ in the| 
following manner, the Schads con-| 
tend: 

(a) Warner sublet the State, op- | 
erated by a Wilmer & Vincent sub- 
sidiary, and renamed it the War- 
ner. (Schads claim the house is 
in poor physical condition and in- 
ferior to the Astor). 

(b) Warner renewed its lease on 
the Arcadia and sublet it to Wilmer 
& Vincent. (This house, too, is 
dilapidated, according to the plain- 
tiffs ). 

(c) Warners then—‘by 
the monopolistic control and co- 
ercive power it exercises Over ex- 
changes in the Philadelphia area’— 
compelled Fox to terminate the As- 
tor’s franchise and sold its product | 
to Wilmer & Vincent’s Embassy and } 
Ritz. 

(d) Wilmer & 
sequently is 
which is either 


virtue of 


Vincent con- | 
overbuying product, | 
not being exhibited 


INFANTILE EPIDEMIC 
HITS ST. JOHN, N. B. 


St. John, N. B., Aug. 26. 
Infantile paralysis ig back as a 
threat to theatre patronage in the 
provinces. A concession that the 
situation is very alarming is the de- 


cision of the New Brunswick school 
authorities to postpone reopening of 
the public schools for two weeks, 
from Sept. 2 to 16, with probability 
of further postponement if condi- 
tions are not reassuring. 

The epidemic is gaining volume 
and health officials are unable to 
cope with the spread, which is ac- 
companied by numerous. deaths. 
Thus far, there has been no edict 
against theatre attendance by chil- 
dren such as prevailed just four 
years ago, and which lasted over 
two months.” However, there is a 
likelihood that a similar ban will be 
announced soon if the spread of the 
polio is not checked. In the mean- 
while, there is a tendency on the 
part of parents to halt or reduce the 
patronage of screen shows by their 
offspring as a precautionary meas- 
ure, 








Lawyer, Koppelberger 
Examined in Sequel 
To LaCrosse-Par Suit 


Milwaukee, Aug. 26. 

Frank Koppelberger, v.p. and g.m. 
of LaCrosse Theatres, Inc., whose 
$1,470,000 antitrust suit against Para- 
mount, 20th-Fox, United Artists, 
Minnesota Amus. Co. and Wellworth 
Theatres Corp. was thrown out of 
Federal court when he and William 
Burford, president, failed to appear 





| as witnesses, was given an adverse 


examination here this past week be- 


fore Court Commissioner Morris 
Stern. This is preliminary to a jury 
trial in LaCrosse, Wis., in October 


| of the suit brought against the firm 


by Robert A. Hess, Milwaukee at- 
torney, for approximately $13,000 
allegedly due him for fees in the 
case. 
Koppelberger 
negligent in 
while Hess, 
claims the 
other side, 
berger and 
peared in 
wanted to. 


claims Hess was 
prosecuting the case, 
also adversely examined, 
negligence was on the 
and that both Koppel- 
Burford could have ap- 
court if they had really 


COL. HARRY E. LONG'S 
CHAIN OF DRIVE-INS 


Louisville, Aug. 26. 


Town's first dr 


ive-in theatre is 





ag ee ee hist { 
‘ Reng ste the plaintiffs charge a Fe a oe 
As a result, aintiffs charge, z 
the Astor has been unable to ob-| operated by Harry E. Long, who 
tain product to replace that taken | was manager of local. Loew’s State | 
SPP IY FLEET Ty, Sa ars he et SD 
hatte . . : tig A | it opened in septe ver, <6, 
prived of the right to bargain fo, pater a at , 


film ‘in a free, competitive and 
untrammelled market.’ 

Actuai damages suffered, accord- 
ing to the plaintiffs, is $250,000 with 
the triple amount asked under the 
anti-trust laws. The plaintiffs also 
ask that a preliminary injunction | 
be granted restraining Fox from! 
selling away from the Astor. 

In addition to the $750,000 
Schads are asking interest from the 
date of filing of the suit plus costs 
and a ‘reasonable’ attorney fees. 

Named as defendants beside 
and Wilmer & Vincent, are 
Berks Amus. Co., a W&V subsidiary; | 
Warner Bros. Pictures, Warner Bros. 
Circuit Management, Warner Bros 
Theatres, Stanley Co. of America, 
and Vitagraph, Inc. 


the 


Fox 
the 





WHODUNIT TO HERB LEEDS 
Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Herbert I. Leeds draws the direc- 

tor chore on the Michael Shayne | 

detective yarn, ‘Blue, White and Per- 

tad at 20th-Fox, siated to roll Sept. 


Lloyd Nolan is set for the starring 
role, 








Stole an Organ 
Philadelphia, Aug. 26. | 


Six West Philly youths were} 
rounded up by police last week | 
charged with stealing a $6,000 | 


Pipe organ—piece by piece—from 
the shuttered Baltimore theatre, and 
selling the parts for junk. 

The house closed July 20 for re- 
Pairs, 


vision of Warner Bros. 


| balcony, 


| Brown, 36; and Telphair McCrim- 


and Herbert J 
executive in 


Ochs. for 17 years an 
the eastern sales di- 
Col, Long 
opened his first drive-in theatre in 
Toledo May 9 and biz was so grati- 
fying that promoters immediately 
optioned sites for 14 additional sites. 





Being aware of the tremendous | 
improvement in Louisville business | 
conditions, Long decided to give} 
priority to the Louisville drive-i 


venture and open at once 


4 Raleigh Negroes Held | 
In 12G Theatre Fraud 


Raleigh, N. C., Aug. 26. 


Four Negroes, employed by the 
Ambassador theatre at Raleigh as 


cashier, doorman, janitor and relief 
entrance and 
arrested on 


cashier at the Negro 
have been 
charges of embezzling at least $12,- 
587.45 in ticket fees from the com- 
pany in a period of over three years, 
detectives have revealed. 

The employees, Inez Cumbo, 20, 
cashier: Herman White, 34; Charlie 


mon, 30, who also worked at the 
State theatre. have admitted taking 
and reselling tickets in a ‘four-agree- 
ment deal’ for from 15 months in the 
case of McCrimmon, to over three 
years in the case of Inez Cumbo, 
according to detectives W. G. Mad- 
drev and A. G. Scarborough who in- 





vestigated tne case. | 


A Little Detail 





Detroit, Aug. 26. 

It may have been a little thing 
but— 

Ray Moon, general manager of 
Mutual Theatres, and Jack Krass 
have to postpone the opening of 
their Main theatre in Royal Oak, 
nearby suburb. Invitations had 
been sent out three days before 
the house’s scheduled opening 
when it was discovered that be- 
cause of defense priorities it was 
impossible to get hinges for the 
doors. 

Debut was postponed because 
you can’t open a house until you 
can close it. 


'U. S. Nixes Detroit’s Dream Of 
Legal (Patriotic) OK on Banko 





Detroit, Aug. 26. 


of patriotism, isn’t going to encour- 
age bank nights revived under the 
cloak of national defense bond give- 
aways. At least, he isn’t going to en- 
courage theatres to skirt the fringes 
of the lottery laws in states where 
such hypoes to business are banned. 

Theatres edged in that direction 





here after the State Fair came up 


Uncle Sam, even under the guise | 


with one device. To boost its at- 
tendance the Michigan fair here 
announced it was putting clockers on 
the turnstiles and each 50,000th per- 
son through the gate was going to be 
presented with a $25 Defense Bond. 
It seemed like a nifty idea to the 
theatre men, who felt they were on 
the friendly side of the Govern- 
ment already with their sale of 





(Continued on page 27) 
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WHAT A SETTING! WHAT A PICTURE / 
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@ Scintillating Sonja Henie and John Payne, skiing, skating, 
romancing to Glen Miller’s new hit tunes, with Milton Berle, Lynn 


Barri and a magnificent cast in a great picture—unfolding all the 
glamour and entertainment that is Sun Valley, America’s year 


‘round sports center. 


For winter holiday or summer vacation... or for the finest hunting 
and fishing still to be found in these United States... Sun Valley 
is truly a “serenade” of outdoor fun and good living. Fall visitors 


will find accommodations at picturesque Challenger Inn to be 
moderately priced, meals delicious and inexpensive. See “Sun Valley 
Serenade” for sparkling entertainment... visit Sun Valley, Idaho, 


for a good time, any time. 


WINTER SPORTS UNDER A SUMMER 


& 

3 
4 oN 
ee | 
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+ eam seaman SBS Cape VOW — 
countless comedies in 
innumerable theatres — 
but we’ve never heard any 
audience laugh louder or 
longer than a packed 
house did at Proctor’s 
New Rochelle the other 
night! You'll know what 
we mean when you play it! 
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time probably is going to drive more | 
so'diers nuts. 

. Pictures shown the Washington 
press men included ‘Sex Hygiene,’ | 
made by 20th-Fox; ‘Pioneer Equip- | 


‘ inoa teow 


ment’ (knot-tieing), Samuel Gold- | 
wvn: ‘Basie Principles of Skiing’ 
20th): “The 60 MM. Mortar’ (Re- | 
public ): and ‘Military Courtesy and 
Customs of the Service,’ (20th). 
Same Tecnnique 
Screenwriting technique in vir- 


tually all of them is the same—intro- 
duce a recruit in the film to whom 
the instructor gives the lesson, in- 
stead 
rectly to the audience. Aside from | 
its monotony, the defect of that tech- | 
nique is that the introduction of the 


second party leaves the actual) 
soldier who must learn from the 
film nothing but a bystander, It) 


gives him the unconscious idea that | 


this isn’t meant for him at all and at Metro. 


hcl just let Joe up there in the 
picture learn about life or a trench 
whatever else the film’s | 


ist Army Training Pix 


| gets so frightened at the terrific noise 
| 
| dition, they will learn to distinguish 


of having teacher speak di-| 








al | ZANUCK’S ARMY STATUS 
J Lieut.-Col. in Signal Corps Reserve 
rom page 7 Actively On Duty 








the real thing. Army claims it no 
information that a ‘certe fureign | 
power’—guess who—is using devices | 
to accentuate the noises of battle to |flicting reports about his 
induce a fear psychosis in opposing 

ithe Army, 
personnel.’ The ‘opposing personnel’ | 

that he 


Washington, Aug. 26. 


status in 


is devoting approximately 


that it just lies down | 
fight, says the Army. 
So Uncle Sam's nephews will be 
prepared by long subjections to the 
worst possible ear-beating. In ad- 


and doesn't 


|He holds a commission as a lieuten- 


| serve. 
20th-Fox production head has been 
what kind of gun or field piece or doing duty at the Army War Col- 


declared here last week | 


| ant- colone! in the Signal Corps Re- | 


Army Camp Cinemas Want Quicker 


Washington, Aug. 25. 
Confabs here between officials of 
the Army Motion Picture Service 


| one week in each five to active duty.,and the major companies are ex- 


pected to cut down some of the 
clearance being demanded by the 
distribs before films play camp thea- 
tres. Lateness of pictures in reach- 
ing certain Army posts because | 


|what AMPS execs fee! is ee 


| their 


| Shell makes each noise. The knowl-/|lege here, although he may be as- 
edge tends to ward off some of the | signed to other locales later. He | 
fright. Arrangements have even |arrived in Washington last Thurs- 


| been made to record the sound of | |day (21) for a tour of service and |} 


| Projectiles striking a tank as heard | greeted newspapermen at a preview 
by the men inside. of Hollywood-made Army Training 

Sound track is being made by | films, some of which he produced. 
Lieut. Jack Clink, of the Signal|He also had a major hand in se- 
Corps., formerly a sound technician | lecting those to be shown the cor- 
| respondents. 





| 


mortar or 
about. 

The sugarcoating has one or 
value. of course; it provides a rea- | 


son for a variety of camera angles. 
On the other hand, in the simplest 





Inside Stuff —Pictures 


Arnold Weeks, 





of Scituate, Mass., got motion pictures of President 


picture of the bunch, Goldwyn's on | ; Roosevelt returning on the Presidential yacht from his meeting with 
knot-tieing, which goes at the sub- | Winston Churchill, and figured he had a newsreel scoop. As far as known 
ject straight off, the observer re- | his films were the only unposed ones of the President after the historic 


members the knots, while 
gilded pix he remembers the gilt and 
forgets the essentials. The oppor- 
tunity isn’t as good for concentrat- 
ing. 

' John Ford’s Hygiene Pic 

Best of the five, by far, 
Hygiene.’ 
Designed to scare hell out of a re- 
cruit and at the same time give him 
certain instruction, it serves its pur- 
pose admirably. With a head start 


in the’ meeting, 


| 
| 


is ‘Sex | graphed his 
directed by John Ford.) been returned to Weeks, 


but his exclusive was short-lived when_it was found that the 
16-millimeter motion pictures in color could not be enlarged for usage in 
newsreels. Weeks had submitted them to Paramount News. 

Aside from the fact that it is virtually impossible to-‘blow up’ 16-mm. 
| color films for 35-mm. motion pictures, lab technicians discovered the 
| prints to be too blurred by the choppy sea from which Weeks photo- 
‘epic’ films to make suitable theatre showings. They have 
who values them personally. 





Howard Hughes’ picture, ‘The Outlaw,’ 


| Hays office as soon as certain cuts are made, is being trimmed even more 


in that he has subject matter of more | 


than passing interest, Ford uses a 
classroom full of soldiers to whom a | 
doctor is lecturing as the locale for 
his film. He punctuates it with close- 
ups of the faces of various boys in the 
on-screen audience and makes the 
‘extraneous party’ technique seem to 
serve a real purpose. 


Skiing pic, made by Darryl 
Zanuck, who's somewhat of a fellow 
with the hickories himself, is a 


terrific bore—at least to the layman. 
That was apparently recognized by 
the Army, which eliminated the 
middle part of it at the press screen- 


ing. Goes into minor details much 
too slowly, although to a neophyte 


skiier that probably would be more 
advantageous than not. 
Worst 

Worst of the pix from any stand- 
point, however, was ‘Military 
Courtesy.’ Major subject is 
proper way to salute in various sit- 
uations—which seems to be a heavy 
load of tripe at best—and it is 
dressed up in a screenplay that even 
the draftee from darkest Arkansaw 
will recognize as right out of his 
own cornfield....Lad joins the Army 


and writes to his grandfather, who | 
served in the Spanish-American con- | 


flict, what he learns each day... 
then flashback from the letter to 
lad learning it....grandfather at 


home practicing it, too. 
Films screened were representa- 
tive ones from the 100 reels, 


| the producer 


by several states censorship boards. Understood that the Hugkes office 
wanted to try out the film with several typically tough state censorship 
| boards and see how they reacted as compared to the trims laid down by 
the Hays PCA, 
office later. 

‘The Outlaw’ ®eletions suggested by the Haysian PCA were appealed by 
to the MPPDA directors. This group backed up the PCA 
and suggested additional cuts, 





Action on preferred dividends and possibly on the common shares 
likely will come before the Paramount directors’ meeting scheduled for 
Wednesday (Sept. 3). No announcement regarding action on calling in 
preferred stock into the company’s treasury is anticipated because Stanton 
Griffis, chairman of the executive committee, is absent from New York 


/on a month’s cruise. 


the | 


ap- | 


proximately 100,000 feet, of training | 


pix already completed for the Army 
in Hollywood. Approximately 40 
more reels are now in production, 
in 
being produuced by the Signal Corps 
at its labs at Fort Monmouth, N.J., 
and Wright Field, Dayton, O. 
Zanuck’s Unit 

Hollywood product is made by the 
Research Council of the Academy of 
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences in 
conjunction with the Signal Corps. 
Zanuck, a lieutenant colonel 
Signal Corps Reserve, is chairman of 
the Research Council. On active 
duty last week, he was to greet the 
Washington press men. 

Research Council] enters the scene 
after initial requirements for a film 
are dawn up by the War Depart- 
ment. Working through the Screen 
Writers Guild, the Council assigns 
scriptwriters to dramatize the ma- 
terial required for instruction. After 
War Dept. approval of the screen- 
play, the Council assigns the picture 
to one of the Hollywood studios. 
Army technical advisers are con- 
tinually present during shooting, of 
course, 
and players are donating their work 
on the pix and studios shoot them 
On basis of payment only for actual 


money-out-of-pocket, with no over- | 


head charge. 
One of the most interesting points 


Topnotch directors, writers | 


addition to about 250 reels now | 


'and ‘Hot Spot,’ requiring two and part of a third. 

Like thrifty squirrels storing up supplies for stormy days, Hollywood's 
film studios have been gathering huge lots of lumber, hardware, plyboard | 
and other building materials in anticipation of a shortage in days to come. 
Producers are also using old stuff, particularly galvanized metals, 


in the | 
screen credits, 





of the demonstration was a sound | 
track simulating noises on a battle- | 


field, which recruits will be sub- 
jected to in order to harden them to 


If any divvy action is taken, indications are that this would include 
common shares as well as the two preferred issues because Par is earning 


far in excess of the 40c paid already this year. 





Overlooked by the legal observers of the Will Hays office in Washington, 
up pops a ‘sleeper’ which may cost the film industry an extra $3,000,000 in 
taxes. The bill, passed through the lower House and now up to the Senate, 
calls for a 10% levy on ali film stocks and studio equipment, meaning all 
types of motion picture film, still photo film, cameras, lenses, photo paper 
and other essentials. 
in the future making of pictures, producers figure the payoff will run to 
| at least $3,000,000 a vear if the bill is not clipped in its present form in the 


Senate. Hays office hopes to get the levy reduced, or dropped entirely, 
| ——— 

Dunningcolor has completed three color release prints of ‘Broken 
Treaties,’ first in series of kistorical shorts featuring Raymond Gram 


Swing as commentator, produced by Cartoon Films, Ltd., 
Columbia. Prints of the subject, now in Columbia exchanges for 
'release in major theatres, were processed in the Dunningcolor Hollywood 
plant and delivered to exchanges two weeks ahead of distribution require- 
' Initial theatrical use of Dunningcolor by Columbia-Cartoon Films 
second three-color photographic method available to the 
purposes, 


ments 
now makes a 


industry for production 


back 10 weeks from its original starting date, Sept. 15. 
is due to ‘Son of Fury,’ whick will occupy five stages, 


| the Desert,’ 
of the congestion 


are much in demand for defense. 


Republic’s feature production, ‘Mercy Island,’ lists only six players for 
owing to the fact that most of the shooting was done on 
with a minimum number of principals in the 
Don 





one of the keys in Florida, 


idea being that if it got by this might influence the Hays | amount to the recreation fund of the 





|} courage civilian patronage. 
|now, a soldier can take his gal to 


| pays 
| tickets). 


| 


which is to be okayed by the | 


| AMPS, officials declare there, have 


| only 


| vice, 
| from 
| projection and other equipment 


'a big ehunk of coin. 


pear on the horizon—which isn’t 
|expected to be too long now— 
AMPS hopes to start replacing 


Heavy production and a resultant shortage of sound stages on the 20th- | 
Fox lot has pushed the start of the next Charlie Chan picture, ‘Castle in | 
Most | 


which 


and released by 
current | 


cast. Sextet consists of Gloria Dickson, Ray Middleton, Otto Kruger, 
Douglas, Forrester Harvey and Terry Kilburn. 
Dorothy Lamour’s status as a brunet star at Paramount resulted in a | 


change of hair for Patricia Morison, born with raven tresses but now a | 


blonde for her next co-starring role opposite Preston Foster in ‘Tre Morn- 
ing After.’ Miss Morison’s midnight locks have not only been re-colored 
but bobbed. 

Meredith Willson, the Maxwell House Coffee maestro, who scored ‘The 
Little Foxes’ for Samuel Goldwyn (RKO), was omitted from the salient 
credits in the recent Variety review, having contributed a highly com- 
petent score. His score for ‘The Great Dictator’ for Chaplin (UA) brought 
him to Goldwyn’s attention. 





Charles Herbert (Herb) Miller, for the past four years assignment and 
contact man for Pathe News in Washington, has been appointed assistant 
to Robert Collyer, head of OEM Information Division’s Newsreel Unit. 
Miller’s government job will be pretty much the same as his former work 
except that now he will be watching defense news for all five newsreels. 

Appeasement is evident in the strife between the Hearst newspapers and 
RKO, which began with the filming of ‘Citizen Kane.’ 
Los Angeles Hearst dailies have been using RKO stories for the first cad 
Meanwhile, ‘Citizen Kane’ is still in the doghouse 





in months. 


With stocks currently on hand and likely to be used | 2“, 





Columnists on the | 


ant’ clearance has been a sore s 
with many soldiers, as well as = 
civilian friends and relatives, 
and with War Department execs. 
Army, as its part of the bargain | 


Clearances; Preduct Now Too Old 


Darryl F. Zanuck, clearing up con- | 


at 250,000. AMPS 
officials feel, however. that soldiers 
will prefer that to a possible admish 
reduction of 2c or 3c which other- 
wise could be made to eliminate the 
profit that the Service not per 
mitted to make. 


USO THEATRE DRIVE ALL 
SET TO START SEPT. 1 


Enrollments to date for the film 


capacity now 


is 





to bring down the amount of protec- | industry's United Service Organiza- 


tion given exhibs in nearby towns, 


is offering to prohibit civilian at- 
tendance entirely at theatres on 
cantonments. Only _ persons 


and officers and wives and children 
who are officially dependent on 
them as shown by Army records on 
subsistence allowances being paid.| 


This is a tightening of present 
practice which merely seeks to dis- 
As it is 


the camp filmery by payin a sum 
ecual to the highest admish pre- 
vailing at theatres in towns near the 
reservation. In the event there are 
no houses to judge by, be pays 5c 
more than the regular admish 
which means it costs him a quarter 
for the femme instead of the 20c¢ he 
(14c if he buys a book of 10 


33% For Film Rental 


Despite strong attendance at the 
30 theatres, new operated by the 
been no profits yet. Proceeds (aside 
from the approximately 3314% 
going for film rental and a like| 


camp where the particular theatre 
located) are used to equip new 
houses. Army provides the AMPS | 
with four walls and the! 
benches. The Motion Picture Ser- 
which gets no appropriation 
Congress, then must provide | 
It | 
is all of first quality and the ytd 
in a year from 85 to 380 houses, with | 
the end not yet in sight. has taken 


is 





If and when spare coin does ap- 


wooden benches with regular thea- 
tre chairs. It will take a tremen- 





who | business, 
|'ecould attend would be enlisted men 


tion campaign, which starts Labor 
| Day (1), indicate the most success- 
| ful drive in the history of the film 
according to Joseph Bern- 
,hard, chairman. Move than 8,400 
theatres already have been enrolled, 
although the campaign's start is 
| nearly a week away. 

Highlights of the film industry 
USO drive are that every theatre 
on Broadway and all circuits in the 
N.Y. exchange area will participate 
without a single exception. 





IATSE’s Co-op 

Chicago, Aug. 26. 
IATSE in this district will co- 
operate 100% with the USO drive. 
Has guaranteed the theatrical com- 
mittee of the USO here that the 
IATSE, both for stagehands and op- 
erators, will charge no overtime 
during the days of the USO drive 
collections in theatres in this dis- 

trict. 
First $10,000 for USO 

Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
Check for $10,000, film industry's 
first return in its campaign for the 
United Service Organization, was 
turned over to Dr. A. H. Giannini, 
general chairman for Southern Cali- 
fornia, by the Hollywood chairman, 


{Frank Flynn. 


Final returns, Flynn 
will double the quota set. 


Lady Blondel 


Hollywood, Aug. 28. 
Joan Blondell checks in at Re- 
public Sept. 2 as femme lead in 
‘Lady For a Night,’ with Ray Middle- 
ton playing the male romantic role. 
Director is Leigh Jason, Albert J. 


predicted, 


dous amount of money with seating | Cohen producing. 
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MUSIC HALL 


HELD OVER 


“THE LITTLE 
FOXES" 


Spectacular Stage Productions 











FARAMOUNT 


IN PERSON 
TOMMY 
DORSEY 
and Bang 

JACK 
GILFORD 
CONDOS Bros. 


Dorothy 
LAMOUR 


Jon HALL 
‘ALOMA of the 
SOUTH SEAS’ 
In Technicolor 


2 6 2-2 2: 2-O-8 £ 2.47 8 Ce FS 








NOW PLAYING 
SPENCER TRACY 
INGRID BERGMAN, LANA TURNER 


‘DR. JEKYLL & MR. HYDE’ 
An M-G-M Release 
AIR COOLED 
B’way at Doors Open 


jae St. ASTOR 9:15 A.M, 











a7tm St, ‘eu 
aowar t~ — 


‘xe PALACE 


Week Beginning Aug. 28th 
Ginger ROGERS 


“Tom, Dick and Harry” 


—Plus— 


“Private Nurse’ Brenda 


Joyce 





SSP “YOU SHOULDN'T M188 IT’—-W. Y. Sun | 


F AIR-CONDITIONED A 
Twice daily S 


BROADWAY ‘5 


Y 2400-40 Ci 6-5353 
Yj (ee | Caildven and Service Men Naif Price at A Tunes IW 

























NOW PLAYING 


GARY COOPER 


‘SERGEANT YORK’ 


A NEW WARNER BROS. HIT 


HOLLYWOOD 


B’way at Sist St, 
AIR- CONDITIONED 











Heid Over for a 


Second joyous Week or 


wig Mickey 
STONE @ ROONEY e@ HOL DEN 
“LIFE BEGINS 
FOR ANDY HARDY” 


A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 


starts Thur., Aug. 28 


in Person 
ED SULLIVAN 
& Harvest Moon 

Winners 


Last Times Wed. 
Bob HOPE 

Qorethy LAMOUR 
‘CAUGHT IN 
DRAWT” 

On 

Gee. 


on 
“SHEPHERD 
of the HILLS” 


Screen 


Slage 
JESSEL 
Revus 


in Technicoler 








OPENS FRIDAY, AUG. 29TH 
ERROL FRED 


FLYNN * MacMURRAY 


Bros. Hit 


“DIVE BOMBER” 


-—-In Person-— 


SAMMY KAYE “¢hB* 


Extra! BILLY DeWOLFE 


STRAND B'way &47 St. 


in a New Warner 


swing and 
way with 
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1s SPEAKING / 


Here it is! The greatest 
impropaganda picture that 















ever kidded the panzers off 
the Nazis! Colossal? What 
a puny word! Terrific? An 
understatement! Funny? 
The word loses its meaning!” 





“... and I thought 
monkeys were the \ceeess 
cwaziest people! ”’ 
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.  NEWSREEL COS. 
IN FEUD OVER 


VARIETY PICTURES 
| ' , ‘ 
U.S. Nixes Detroit | rere Diy For Oriental, Chi, Clearance Beef 


Cons. in 41 Up to $1 ; : 
stamps and bonds at the boxoffice. Against BR& K.: Other Complaints 


Certainly the local authorities) Consolidated Film Industries, Inc., | 
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wouldn’t get tough about lottery if heavy stockholder in Republic Pic- 
Uncle Sam flashed the go sign on | tures, declared a 25c dividend on its 
bond giveaways. Besides the State |$2 preferred shares last week. This 








{ 





CLEARANCE 


Newsreel boys are fighting again 
over the alleged mishandling of Aus- 
tralian war pictures, this time be- 
cause Pathe and Movietone have 
been given a full week’s clearance 
over the other two U. S. reels. 


Recent fuss was kicked up by 
Pathe over the vivid Tobruk siege 
story which the Anzac Intelligence 
Service released simultaneously to 
all five American newsreels. Pathe 
protested so sharply that the Aussie 
government agency ruled that Cine- 
sound and Movietone, both with lo- 
cal setups in Australia, must receive 
government’s coverage of the Anzac 
forces one week ahead of any other 
reel. Cinesound has a deal with 
Pathe, which means that both Pathe 
and Movietone have a virtual ex- 
clusive on this material because the 
other three American reels will not 
use material a week old. 

Action was taken despite the fact 
that David Bailey, of the Australian 
Information Bureau, New York, pre- 
viously had set up an impartial pol- 
icy which called for the simultan- 
eous release of all Australian gov- 
ernment footage simultaneously in 
i 

The thing the other newsreels 
can’t comprehend about the new 
clearance ruling is why any favor- 
itism should be shown for one or 
two reels over the others when it 
is all Aussie government-made film, 
paid for by Anzac taxpayers’ coin 
and designed as favorable propa- 








| 


ganda for the courageous Anzac 
fighting forces. Newsreel editors 
claim the material is perhaps the | 


best to come out of the current war; 
hence, they fai] to see why this rul- 
ing favoring two above. the other 
three reels was made. 


| 


Strange part about the Tobruk ma- | 
terial from which the present rul- | 
ing stems is that Paramount's cov- | 


erage was -the only one to give the 
Australian Intelligence Service 
credit, and this apparently irked Pa- 
the. 
Press correspondent who’d been on 
the scene, as commentator. 








Stadium’s Invasion Of 


I. W. Rodgers Chain 
Starts Theatre ‘War’ 


St. Louis, Aug. 26. 

An invasion of Caruthersville, 
Mo., where the I. W. Rodgers Circuit 
which operates a large chain of 
flicker houses in Southeastern Mis- 
souri and Southern Mlinois has a 
virtual monopoly by the recently 
organized New Stadium Theatre Co., 
will be met by the Rodgers enter- 
prise who will erect a larger and 
more costly flicker house. The New 
Stadium Theatre Co., the principal 





owners of which are E. R. Gillett, | going 


Memphis, Tennessee, Scott Carey, 
Deering, Mo., and G. Carey, Paris, 
Ky., have awarded a contract for 
the erection of a new 1,000-seater 
to cost approximately $40,000. 


That info had no sooner become 
known when the Rodgers Circuit let 
a contract for qa 1,200-seater to cost 
an estimated $50,000. The Rodgers 
Circuit is expected to shutter either 
its Bijou or Rodgers when the new 
house lights up. 





WB’s Ft. Myers, Fla., House 


Fort Myers, Fla., Aug. 26. 
All the fanfare attendant to a big 


Par used Jan Yindrich, United | 


| 


| 
| 


| 


Fair was setting a precedent. | maxes $1 that has been declared or 


Exhibitors had some rosy dreams, 


paid on this stock in 1941. Divvy 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 
o 


Loop picture and clearance situa- | 


including the idea that they could|‘S payable, on account of accumula-/ tion is ready to break wide open 


bust down prejudice against such | tions, on Oct. 1 to stock on record / again with the Oriental filing suit, 


devices by helping the Government | 
and get in line on other disguised | 
‘bank nights’ which would let them | 
whittle down the heavy competing 
attendance at the okayed church 
bingo here. They planned to dupli- 
cate the State Fair trick, a bond for 
each 10,000th customer or putting 
names behind numbers on attend- 
ance for a subsequent drawing. 

However, it was all blitzed when 
the heads of the defense stamp and 
bond sales indicated they weren't 
going to sanction busting of extant 
laws. 








4 TRADESHOWS 
IN ONE DAY 
TOO MUCH 


Determining that four pix in one 
day are too much for any exhib, 
Metro has spread its next trade- 
shows in New York over two days, 
conforming with its practice in all 
the rest of the country but Phila- 
delphia. ‘Married Bachelor’ and 
‘Smilin’ Thru’ will be shown in the 
morning and repeated in the after- 
noon of Sept. 11. ‘Female of the 
Species’ and ‘Honky Tonk’ will be| 
dittoed on Sept. 12. | 

Philly exchange is screening one | 
pic a day for four successive days, 
starting Sept. 9. 


Harry Buckley to SF. 
To Straighten Out UA’s 
Takeover of UA Theatre| 


San Francisco, Aug. 26. 
Hitch apparently developed over the | 

















| weekend in the deal by which United | 


Artists was to acquire a 50% interest | 
in the United Artists theatre there. 
Hurried trip here by plane of Harry 
D. Buckley, UA v.p. who is to han- 
dle the company’s theatre interests, 
is believed to be in an attempt to 
salvage the floundering negotiations. 


Deal for the house called for Joe | 
Blumenfeld and J. D. McNerny, UA | 
exchange manager here, to be equal | 
partners with UA in its operation. | 
Blumenfeld and McNerny are part- 
ners in a number of other situations. | 
House was to be acquired from Her- 
man Cohen, who billed himself ‘the 
last independent first-run operator in 
America,’ at a reputed $150.000. 

Hitch apparently developed from 
the fact that the deal was originally 
made on a loose, oral basis without 
into too much detail. Diffi- | 
culty arose when the lawyers started 
getting down to cases. 

So far as can be learned, the house | 
will not reopen Thursday (28), after 
a summer layoff, with ‘Major Bar- | 
bara’ as planned, or will do so under | 


the corrtizried ownership of Cohen.i} 


It was reported today (Tuesday) that 
newspaper adds, billboards and the 
services of the house staff had been 
cancelled. Ads, which started in pa- 


| pers yesterday, incidentally, plugged 


| two features. 


House has always been 
single-bill in past. 


Cohen had UA product at the 


| house and it appears hé offered the 


premiere has been arranged for the | 


gala opening of ‘the Lee, 600-seat 
house to show Warner Bros. product, 
tomorrow night (Aug. 27). The 
house is owned and operated by 
Herb Copelan, who recently re- 
signed as zone manager of Warner 
theatres in Atlantic City. 

City and county officials will at- 
tend the opening which will be 
emceed by Ronald Halgrim, city ed- 
itor of the Fort Myers News Press. 
Mayor pro tem H. C. Case will make 
the dedicatory speech over radio 
Station WFTM. Jack Goldsmith, of 
WB, is handling details. 


Frels’ Second in Victoria 


Victoria, Texas, Aug. 26. 
Ruben Frels opened another unit 





| ago, 





property to Blumenfeld some time 
but latter turned it down be- 
cause he could get no assurance he 
could keep the UA franchise. Then 
UA interest in the house developed, 
and Blumenfeld, McNerny and UA 
pooled their interests. 

Blumenfeld recently acquired the 
Orpheum and Esquire, downtown, 
giving him three first-run situations 
on the main stem if the UA deal 
jelled. He would then become a/! 
threat to Fox-West Coast, which has 
four first-runs (one a moveover). 





K. Lee Williams’ Addition 
Hooks, Texas, Aug. 26. 
New house here underway to be 
operated by the K. Lee Williams’. 
Remodeling Quinn bldg. which will 





known as the Victoria. He also op- | house the new theatre. New house | 


erates the Uptown here. 


will be known as the Lone Star. 


| Uptown, 


Sept. 10. 

Consolidated preferred will have 
$9.75 in arrears owing on _ these 
shares after payment of this divi- 
dend. 


REVAMP WARNER-SAXE 
SETUP; MIRISCH TO WB 


Milwaukee, Aug. 26. 
While the recent split-up of the 
Warner-Saxe theatres, effective Sept, 
2, resulted in Fox Wisconsin Amu. 


Corp. getting three de luxe nabes— 
Gartield and Modjeska— 
another deal, concluded this past 
week, adds two other deluxers, the 
Oriental and Tower, to Warner 
Bros. newly setup string. These key 
houses, owned by the M. L. Annen- 
berg interests, have been operated 
for Annenberg by Harold L. Mirisch 
for several years past 


Mirisch is said to be slated for a 
place in the Warner organization 
starting Sept. 1, and on the same 
date Milton Harmon, until now with 
Warner-Saxe, becomes district man- 
ager for the Fox group. 








| before the consent decree board here 
asking for an investigation into the 
i . . . 

clearance which is being held over 
the Oriental by Balaban & Katz and 
other theatres. Harold Costello, 


Corp., which is now handling the 
Oriental for the owners, forwarded a 
request for an arbitration on the 
Oriental’s grievances and its indi- 
|cated that a hearing will be held as 
| soon as possible due to the general 
' recognition by the show business 
leaders that the Oriental and loop 
situation is one of the important 
| spots in the entire industry. It is a 
point that has been a sore spot for 
| years. 

| Clearance places 18 theatres in 
Chicago ahead of the Oriental, some 
houses being located far out in the 
neighborhoods, and many built long 
after the Oriental. Oriental is now 
|running in the ‘C’ week of pre-re- 
| lease, behind such houses as the 
| McVickers, Uptown, Tivoli, Marbro, 





| Harding and others which are newer | 


and smaller and without the history 
|or importance in Chi picture busi- 
| ness. 





Bud Harris’ Beef 
Detroit, Aug. 26. 


chief of the Iroquois Management|! 


uary and first brought by an up- 
tate Michigan exhibitor, complaint 
was filed here against five compan- 
ies on behalf of the Drayton theatre, 
‘at Drayton Plains. Case was 
brought by David Newman, theatri- 
cal attorney and exhibitor, on be- 
half of Bud Harris who opened the 
Drayton six weeks ago. 

Case, actually, is only the second 
one to be brought since Julius and 
Milt London filed the first action 
in February, although setting up 
two separate cases for two Detroit 
houses, the Booth and Midtown. 
This double-headed case was settled 
amicably by the exhibitors and the 
producers before Irvin Yachness, 
| assigned as clerk of the Michigan A 
group. 

Latest action names all five com- 
panies under section eight and 
charges the customary unreasonable 
clearance. Harris alleges that in his 
new house he must follow a week 
behind the second-run in nearby 
Pontiac, which comes 60 days after 
| the first-run. He wants his clear- 
ance reduced from 67 days to seven. 

His point in the action is that 
while his house is only five miles 
|from Pontiac, similar small towns 
| within a 30-mile area are getting 
| their pictures a week after the Pon- 
| tiac first-run. 

Unique feature of the case is that 
|it is the first to name an affiliated 


First case to be filed with the! circuit, Butterfield, which operates 
Arbitration Board here since Febr-j|all the Pontiac theatres. 
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ciate Paramount Building, 1501 Broadway, New 

Ev. L. Kuyxenpats 
Maxtin G. Surrn 

Natnan Yaminse m 
Co-Chairmen W BITOR 

Jzoxann H. Goinenxson 

Treasurer 


arrangements for U.S.0. Theatre Week. 
officially begins next Monday, Labor 
those theatres which start their week 
Friday, etc. may start showing the U. 
their opening day this week. 


Executive 
Committee 

Haaay Baanor 
Cor. H. A. Com 
Jay EMancvel 

S. Hi. Fasian 
Jou» H. Hares 
Mavaice “Reo” Kaxx 
Cuaaces Koraxee 
Fo. L.. Kvrxexpats 
Ase Mowrtacvs 

R. J. (Don wer 
Hizamaw Rosmxe 
Jvize J. Reueexe 

S. F. Samveusow 

S. P. Sxownas 
Maatix G. Suirn 
I.. E. Tnomrsox 


While you are making these 
your mind slip back 24 years ago when 
service, or had relations and friends 
of Uncle Sam. Just try to recall how 
having some wholesome recreation at t 
Just try to remember how much you wan 
fun, away from barracks, hiking and m 


I am sure you will want to 


NatHan Yamine 


collection basket. 

Distributors’ 

Committee 

Ast Morraort 
Chairman 

New Aorew 


the last row. 


Samver. Beorwr 

J. R. Guarwore 
Aatnos W. Ketrr 
W. F. Ropozas 
Gaapwe tr L. Sean 
A. W. Suirn, Ja. 
W. A. Scuiiy 
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Jay Emancec 
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Toyou-fromUs! 


Motion Picture Theatres Drive 


For American Soldiers, Sailors and National Defense 


NATIONAL U.S.O. CAMPAIGN 


August 25, 1941. 


In the next few days you will be making final, 


'41 as you wanted to be helped in 1917. 


J. R. Voore you will run the J.S.0. trailer at every performance. 
; pps You will spot it away from the break of your show, when 
> L "90D 


most of your patrons are seated and can be reached by the 
You will collect in the audience 

because you get the most money that way. 
the house iights up until the collection basket reaches 


For the honor of our industry which has so 
generously cooperated in helping other causes, for your 
own satisfaction as an American - together with the 
thousands of other exhibitors throughout the country who 
are uniting during Labor Day Week - let's make sure we 
will collect all the people want to give. 


Up to date, we have the largest exhibitor 


Trade Pa 
Committe enrollment in the annals of the industry. 
Macnee “Rep Kaxx make it the greatest collection in movie history. 


do a man-size job for our boys in uniform. 


Sincerely yours, 






EPH BERNHARD , 
Chairman. 
U. S. 0. THEATRE WEEK - BEGINNING SEPTEMBER let, 1941 
LET’S DO A MAN-SIZE JOB FOR THE MEN IN UNIFORM! 


‘A. P. Waxmax 
Haaayr Goromas 
Campaign Directors 


York City 


The Drive 
Day. However, 
on Thursday or 
S.O. trailer on 


arrangements, let, 
YOU were in the 
wearing the uniform 
you felt about 
he end of a hard day 
ted some good, clean 
aneuvers. 


help the boys of 
To do this - 





You will keep | 


Now - let's 
Let's 
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Youthbuilders Folds CBS Series 
When Net Refuses to Submit To 





Kid Tastes With Peppier Show 


vr 


Youthbuilders, Inc., a non-profit 
Organization devoted to helping the 
young in the country recognize their 
opportunities and responsibilities un- 
der democracy, has folded the ‘You 
Decide’ series on CBS because the 
network wouldn’t agree to pepping 
up the program with comedy and 
a kid m.c. Columbia execs felt that 
the show’s highbrow pattern ought 
to be retained. 

Youthbuilders had made a survey 
of public school youngsters and 
found that the series, which drama- 
tized tough decisions that contem- 
porary personalities have had to 
make, was away above their heads 
and that they preferred something 
that was peppy, funny and entertain- 
ing. 

As the program stood, the organi- 
zation decided, it was getting a se- 
lective audience at the expense of 
neglecting its direct contact work 
with the masses of school children. 


Survey Discloses 


High Percentage 
Of Ad Influence 


CBS research department has just 
completed a survey among the net- 
work’s personnel on gasoline buy- 
ing habits for the J. Stirling Get- 
schell agency, which has the So- 
cony-Vacuum account. The results 
showed what ithe department 
thought was a surprisingly large 
score for tradework recognition, and 
indicated that there was still a 20% 
margin of consumer whose buying 
inclinations could be strictly got to 
by advertising. This 20% repre- 
sented those who didn’t know what 
influenced them in their gas pur- 
chases. 

It was found that the car owners 
who did their buying according 
to convenience, that is, the pump 
happened to be in or nearby their 
garages, constituted slgihtly under 
40% of the total. 


DUPONT HOLDS 
‘CAVALCADE’ 


DuPont is keeping ‘Cavalcade of 
America’ after all. Account and 
agency, B.B.D.&O., have dropped all 
talk about replacing this series with 
another program. The decision to 
stick to ‘Cavalcade’ came after con- 
siderable time had been spent on 
submitting ‘Ah, Wilderness’ to the 
account, 

‘Cavalcade’ is on the NBC-Red 
Monday nights. 


MILLIGAN NEW RADIO 

















Network Premieres 


(Aug. 27-Sept. 6) 





‘Family Hour,’ classic-pop mu- 
sic, with Gladys Swarthout, 
Deems Taylor, Ross Graham, Al 
Goodman orch. Sundays, 5-5:45 
p.m., CBS, Prudential insurance, 
Benton & Bowles. Starts Aug. 
31, origination New York. 

‘The Great Gildersleeve,’ 
comedy - drama, with Harold 
Peary, Sundays, 6:30-7 p.m., NBC- 
Red, Kraft Parakpeary marga- 
rine, J. Walter Thompson. 
Starts Aug. 31, originates Holly- 
wood. 

‘First Nighter,’ drama, Tues- 
days, 8:30-8:55 p.m., CBS, Cam- 
pana (Italian balm), Aubrey, 
Moore & Wallace. Returns Sept. 
2, origination Chicago. 

Eddie Cantor, variety, with 
Dinah Shore, Bert Gordon, Wed- 
nesdays, 9$-9:30 p.m., NBC-Red 
(WEAF), Bristol-Myers, (Ipana, 
Sal Hepatica), Young & Rubi- 
cam. Returns Sept. 3, origina- 
tion New York. 

‘Maxwell House Coffee Time,’ 
variety, with Frank Morgan, 
Meredith Willson orch (and 
Fannie Brice, starting Oct. 2), 
Thursdays, 8-8:30 p.m., NBC-Red 
(WEAF), General Foods (Max- 
well House coffee), Benton & 
Bowles. Resumes Sept. 4, orig- 
ination Hollywood. 

‘Knickerbocker Playhouse,’ 
drama, Saturdays, 8-8:30 p.m., 
NBC-Red (WEAF), Procter & 
Gamble (Drene shampoo), Kast- 
or. Returns Sept. 6, origination 
Chicago. 


BENNY ON WAX 
FOR COAST 
AIRING 


West Coast listeners will get a re- 
corded version of the Jack Benny 
show (Jell-O) when the comic re- 
turns to NBC Sept. 28, and the sta- 
tions in that area carrying the pro- 
gram will be those affiliated with the 
Blue Network. The Benny program 
is aired otherwise over the Red Net- 
work, 

When Benny signatured his cur- 
rent agreement with General Foods 
the latter yielded to the comic’s re- 
quirement that the rebrodacast ar- 
rangement which previously pre- 
vailed be eliminated. NBC’s policy 
bars the airing of transcriptions on 
the Red Network. The transcribed 
program will be carried over the 
Pacific Blue the same day from 8 to 
9 p.m., PST. 


Weed Gets N.C. Outlet 


WAYS, the new Charlotte, N. C., 




















HEAD FOR S-M AGCY. 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 

Lawrence Milligan, who recently 
exited Blackett-Sample-Hummert 
agency, where he was account ex- 
ecutive on Procter & Gamble, parti- 
cularly Oxydol, on Sept. 15 joins the 
Sherman & Marquette agency here 
as one of the top execs. 

Milligan will be in complete 
charge of radio department opera- 
tions. He will supplant Henry Sel- 
inger, who has been with the agency 
for several years. Selinger, has, as 
yet, no future plans. - 


Russe Made Easy 


Salt Lake City, Aug. 26. 

To help announcers with the dif- 
ficult Russian place names, KSL. 
starts this week a class in languages 
for all station announcers who care 
to invest their time. KSL has re- 
tained Mrs. Grigg A. Perkins for a 
weekly class of one hour in Russian, | 
with some French and German. 

Mrs. Perkins was educated at the | 
U. of Petrograd and is the wife of 
the former U. S. Consul in Norway. 








Station, has designated Weed & Co. | 
as its national sales representative. 
| Station is on 610 k.c. and will have 
1,000 watts day and night. 

Opening date is around Oct. 1. 


to become effective (16). 
James L. 
of two lines of procedure. 
order into effect the rules as orig- 


ONE HAM FINDS WAY 


Makes FCC Take Notice Via Squawk 
Put on Wax 








Washington, Aug. 26. 

Demonstration that even the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
has a sense of humor was made a 
couple of weeks ago when a West 
Coast amateur—lacking appreciation 
that the Commish is now too busy 
with national defense matters to at- 
tend to the more picayune routine 
duties—complained that he had re- 
ceived no reply to his application 
for modification of license showing 
change of address. 

The ham sent an indignant follow- 
up to his original letter, in the form 
of a phonograph record on which 
he had transcribed his squawk. 
After playing the platter, the Com- 
mish attached it to the applicant’s 
request and sent back the necessary 
papers. 


NBC, CBS Still 
Hold Off Action 
Vs. Chain Rules 


With neither CBS nor NBC mak- 
ing any move to force the issue into 
the courts, some quarters in the 
broadcasting industry have expressed 
speculation whether the controversy 
between the networks and the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission on 
the chain broadcasting rules has 
now entered the bluffing stage, and 
whether each side is waiting for the 
other to start something. General 
impression in the trade is that Co- 
lumbia will sue to restrain the FCC 
from putting the rules into effect, 
since it would have nothing to lose 
by such action. 

If either NBC or CBS, or both, 
elect to bring suit they will have to 
file their papers by Sept. 9, which 
is a week before the rules are slated 
Chairman 
Fly has himself a choice 
He may 








inally issued, or promulgate a re- 
vision of the rules as based on data 
submitted by Mutual and NBC in re- 
cent compromise discussions with 
the commission. 


ED FELLERS, 45, 
DIES IN CHICAGO 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 
Edgar A. Fellers, 45, v.p. of the | 
Presba, Fellers & Presba ad agency | 
and rated as one of the best known 
time buyers in radio, died of a heart 
attack at his home in Wilmette, IIL, 
early this morning (Tuesday). Be- 
cause of the buying he has done in 
behalf of Mantle Lamp Co. of 
America, Olsen Rug and other ac- 
counts Fellers became known per- 
sonally to more broadcasters than 
any agency man in the trade. 
Surviving are his widow and a 
daughter. 











Youngstown, O.—Gene Trace, for 
the past two and a half years pro- 
gram director at WMBD, Peoria, II1., 
has assumed a similar position 
WKBN here. 

Don Brice, news editor of WKBN, 
has resigned for Army service. 








Schick May Drop ‘Tavern’ 





Material Priorities Would 
CBS 


Force Razor Co. to Drop 
Spot 





Disturbed by a report that Schick 
Razor might have to revise its plans 
for reassuming the sponsorship of 
‘Duffy’s Tavern’ this gall, CBS and 
the Music Corp of America, the 
program’s new agent, last week 
started to look around for another 
sponsor. The snag which loomed 
between Shick and ‘Tavern’ had to 
do with material priorities. Knapp- 
Monarch Co., which is also in the 
razor business, withdrew from the 
NBC-Blue early this year for the 
Same reason. 








|served the Thursday 8:30-8:55 p.m. 
period for the account, and Ed 
Gardner, producer and m.c. of the 
show, had lined up his cast for the 
new season when word was re- 
ceived that Schick might have to 
call the deals off all around because 
of the priorities situation. Those 
concerned with the program are 
afraid that even if Schick did get 
started again it might be only for 
13 weeks and they figure that if 
they found a substitute advertiser 
that would carry it for at least 26 


at | ; 
| claim 


| Shop,’ 


Chain Income From Time Sales — 





(1941 billings are computed in round figures, since the networks by 
agreement do not make available the actual monthly totals to the 














trade.) 

1941 1940 1939 1938 
0, Tee $3,880,000 $3,575,946 $2,674,057 $2,879,945 
PEDruary «os ccrsce 3,410,000 3,330,627 2,541,542 2,680,334 
March Ne Sige 3,780,000 3,513,170 2,925,684 3,034,317 
April 3,770,000 3,332,689 2,854,026 2,424,180 
May 3,800,000 3,570,727 3,097,484 2,442,283 
RE. i cP a eae 3,710,000 3,144,213 2,860,180 1,121,495 
Total ...........$22,350,000 $20,457,372 $16,952,073 $15,582,554 

1941 1940 1939 1938 
SS Tee ETE $510,000 $317,729 $315,078 $269,894 
February 425,000 337,649 276,605 253,250 
<< ppacaa ee 6% 505,000 390,813 306,976 232,877 
| Bre i r 440,000 363,468 262,626 189,545 
BE 242hkakeis ieee 500,000 322,186 234,764 194,201 
0 eee eee eT 530,000 299,478 228,186 202,412 
(| Ee ree $2,910,000 $2,031,323 $1,624,235 $1,342,179 

1941 1940 1939 1938 
BO eee $4,740,000 $4,405,208 $4,033,900 $3,793,516 
February .. 4,290,000 4,132,084 3,748,695 3,498,053 
March ... 4,750,000 4,304,344 4,170,852 3,806,829 
PTT osx isee tte oee 4,400,000 4,041,518 3,560,983 3,310,505 
BE Ged ssereness . 4,330,000 4,034,622 3,702,102 3,414,200 
JUNG ‘veces 4,180,000 3,642,100 3,382,404 3,200,569 
Total ...0.ecee-+-$26,690,000 $24,559,876 $22,598,936 $21,023,672 





Network Biz Up 11%: Leads Ad Medium 
Field; MBS, Up 407, Got Bulk of Boost 





GOV'T WARNS RADIO 
ABOUT 5TH COLUMNISTS 


Washington, Aug. 26. 


Barriers in the way of station 
barnstormers and _ sightseers were 
recommended last week by Federal 
authorities fearful that fifth col- 
umnists may undertake to sabotage 
U.S. communications. The Office of 
Emergency Management and _ the 
Defense Communications Board ad- 
vocated taking precautionary meas- 
ures to safeguard equipment and 
prevent disruption of service. 

The recommendation was not obli- 
gatory, nor did it mean closing the 
doors to all outsiders. Officials 
urged, however, that extreme care 
be used to keep trouble-makers out 
of vital places. Representatives of 
any foreign nation should be ad- 
mitted only with consent of the US. 
Government, the DCB declared. 





Mag Files Plagiarism 
Suit Vs. WFIL, Philly, On 





Philadelphia, Aug. 26. 

A suit was filed in U. S. District 
Court Friday (22) by Yankee, Inc., 
a New England magazine, against 
WFIL, charging the Philly station 
had infringed on the publication’s 
idea for a swappers program on the 
air. The show which the plaintiffs 
is a ‘steal,’ is WFIL’s ‘Swap 
which has been aired here 
for the past year by staff an- 
nouncer Jack Steck. 

The suit claims WFIL stole not 
only the idea but the title, and has 
even lifted material used by Yankee. 
The magazine sells its swapper'’s 
column for radio use on stations in 
New England. 


Another charge against WFIL is 
‘unfair competition,’ since it is 
claimed that the station is occa- 
sionally heard in the environs of 
Boston, where the Yankee’s pro- 
grams have been aired. No damages 
are asked in the action, but the 
Yankee attorneys indicated that a 
damage suit would be filed when 
and if infringement of copyright is 
proved. 





- 


Philadelphia— James F. Coyle, 
member of the WCAU sales staff for 
the past 15 years, has been named 
assistant commercial manager of the 
outlet. Another new addition to the 
station is announcer Joe Bolton. 
Latter replaces Jack Guinan, await- 








Columbia Network recently re- 


weeks, 


ing induction into the army. 


Radio led the advertising medium 
field for the first half of this year 
in the way of business increase. All 
network business was up around 
11%, while the tilt for magazines 
was 7% and for newspapers (figured 
by lineage and -not dollar volume), 
4%. 

Among the cross country webs, 
Mutual accounted for the biggest 
boost in billings for the January- 
June period. The margin figured 
around 40%. CBS’ jump for the 
first half of the year is somewhat 
over 10%, while with NBC it wav- 
ered around 8.5%. 


ALKA-SELTZER 
PLANS FULL NET 





Alka-Seltzer may extend its ‘Lum 
‘n’ Abner’ s>ries (five times a week ) 
across the country. Discussions for 





‘Swap Shop’ Program| 


a quarter-hour strip are going on 
with the NBC-Blue. 

Team is now confined to the NBC's 
Pacific Red link. 


HOLDING CO. AND 2 CBS 
EXECS IN STOCK SALES 


Washington, Aug. 26. 
Shucking off of considerable Co- 
|lumbia Broadcasting System stock 
| by two officials and a subsidiary of 
| the company was recorded for the 
| month of June by the Securities & 
poe Commission in its early 








August report. No trafficking in 
| radio stocks was reported in the 
| latest SEC survey. 

Biggest. seller was Keewaydin 


Corp—CBS holding company—which 
dropped 1,100 shares of $2.50 par 
Class-A common stock between June 
10 and June 28. Retained only 2,500 
Shares of same at month’s end. 

Leon Levy, Philly exec of the 
company, sold 541 shares of $2.50 
par Class-B common stock on June 
25, hanging on to 41,362 shares of 
the papers at the start of July. Levy 
also was recorded as owner of 37,- 
723 shares of the Class-A $2.50 com- 
mon stock at that time. 

According to the SEC, H. Bayard 
Swope, New York director, dumped 
all of his interest in the Class-A 
papers during the month. Recorded 
as selling 400 shares, with the Gov- 
ernment agency pointing out that he 
held no equity securities. 





Tacoma—Charles Bryant now an- 
nouncing at KVI. Formerly with 
KCMO, Kansas City. 
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Newell-Emmett is the agency. 





‘Tom Mix’ Program 





Considine Sustaining 


Bob Considine, 





syndicated sports 











Restrictions placed on installment 
buying may cause the Commercial 
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New Beesos Agcy. Tag 
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p lreasury Show Lost to ben espite Drop in Number; Benn 
; y, 
+ a 
‘ ry of + 
When Bendix takes over the R N ’} Spo —— a er ns | ht Da To rs 
‘Treasury Hour’ and puts it on the eport at nsor All Will Co-S P 9 
\ NBC-Blue it may find it necessary Nibbli Di Dobb ? I o-Sponsor ‘Mr. and 
to change the character of the show l Ing at Dirt er Mrs. North’, Domestic ” 
and pay for practically all the talent. ‘ e : 
The pow Bid which handles the Mystery-Farce, in Unusual ES. Pratt V.-P. of Ellis; In a semi-annual report on pro- 
series is talking about recruiting a Nashville, Aug. 26. Setup — Far R d S1Oh SEENREES CIVENG Ee Dele 
group of permanent entertainers and Columbia is reported to have a ail chee la McKenna Joins C | ber, 1940, to April, 1941, period, the 
limiting the cuffo names to the leads prospective national buyer lined up From Dignified Ballies of en Vy Co-operative Analysis of Broadcast- 
in a brief dramati: sketch, which | ‘© sponsor ‘Old Dirt Dobber,’ Satur- Past ing yesterday (Tuesday) disclosed 
Mi would be cut in from Hollywood. It|@4y morning gardening program ——— E. S. Pratt, for the last eight years that while variety programs fell off 
has also been suggested by this com- | Over the net, beginning in the early media director of Sherman K. Ellis {17 2UMber last winter they increased 
mittee that Secretary of the Treas- | fall. The show has been aired for CBS NET PROBABLE & Co. has been elected a vice. | thelr lead in popularity over other 
ury Henry A. Morgenthau be asked | 0Ver a year as @ sustainer. president of the agency. - pes of network commercials. The 
to get Walter Winchell as the series’ General Mills is local sponsor of William J. McKenna, formerly fe ore indicated that listening as a 
permanent m.c., beginning with the ‘Dirt Dobber’ over WLAC daily. N. W. Ayer agency is workin writer for Young & Rubicam and} pay wo about held its own with 
run on the Blue network Oct. 6. cooperative network campai ag 4/McCann-Erickson, has joined the pa P ate a oe = pea the first 
The committee figures that it volving local electric light aaa Sherman K. Ellis copy. staff. eae of. ‘emeiine “on alae denen 
= a See Pn penn a U S PATRIOTIC fo companies from Coast to | up consistently from year to year. 
pe Fo Lng ~ cate gt e . oas — a number of major com- Variety programs, according to the 
pl _— Phe cole Bre neni . oan ave already given their ap- C.A.B. review, dropped from first to 
oth vy id b Pp rh sible aes to the project and about the third place in total time on the air, 
an “a : — ‘ . ones ee a y one of the important metropoli- while evening dramatic programs 
to -e e oe - = ~e and » : be outfits that has yet to be heard and audience participation programs 
fina —_ er vo “— oa ngs a favorably is Consolidated -~ (such as quizzes) increased, but the 
ag an 7 — “A. "4 ree for omy ti New York. Latter has for * | average ratings of the latter two pro- 
a 15-minute : = Ww ne —— a Agee = its Own series on WEAF, ‘ ; gram types did not change appre- 
clude a couple film celebs. s the - rogram that Ayer has picked ciably. The position of daytime 
Treasury series now stands it’s all for the proposition is ‘Mr. and Mrs. serials, stated the report, was as 
cuffo for talent except the orchestra, North” strong as ever, taking up 81% of all 
chorus and Barry Wood, with - a institutional job that the series the network daytime schedules. 
Texaco paying for these as well as ‘Heirs of Liberty,’ patriotic se- ee undertake is to be something In the opinion of the C.A.B.’s an- 
— 50 that the Bendix | Ties of six programs, start tomor- genes Rane 9 campaigns of| ‘Tom Everett may withdraw from | @lysists, the past radio season was 
ac , : : (Th . _ pia giving listeners Young & Rubicam’s-radio produc- ‘devoid of any distinct new trends’ 
Corp. will be disposed to assume a | TOW night (Thursday) over the NBC-/ the dignified type of show that the|.: P in network commercial 3 
: - js - 7 ‘ = r Se 
much greater ‘cost for talent because | Red as a joint cooperative effort be- officials of the average utility com- gee Ags thageg= srgy eet (Since that period iouauen the 
the script, when it takes over, will | tween the Patriots’ Committee of pany directorate would prefer, this | the magazine's offices, Everett and | ‘Tend has been distinctly away from 
a oe ys B = = American Revolutionary | Societies a nor h attempt to convey | others on the Y. & R. staff have been audience participation programs and 
— pet a a ord = Ra _. eed the Senartmedt of Sustion. Bites antactien a ee oe interviewing prospective scripists for —— _more night-time dramatic 
ury series, although there has been | Will be a series of 15-minute broad-| comedy. The copy at antk ts eae | ne thew F towien pears oe 
some muttering about contributing casts and each program will drama-| plain to consumers ror Baggy phen Matter of a network spot for the mat ere Syed ecg the yn 
hi tize an incident showing the cour-| panies’ rates ; r om~- | show has yet to be settled. One pro- : St average rating 
po deer 2 Jovariene w'tne age of the early American patriots jee the yon th Appar pote Be posal has been the Thursday 8:30-9 ee ee ee 
complaint from this comparatively at a critical time in the nation’s his-|in supplying light and power from |?’ Pans oe Ot Ne. aeneinngiicerags 
negligible source has been that | '"Y: the plant to the home. The cost of |; There has been much speculation) 1. Jack Benny (39.9). 
Seasee io aetiian es mack aber These incidents will be enacted by | the project will be -—— on ahs aie in the trade as to whether the ‘Time 2. Chase & Sanborn (36.9). 
ing beneath deoen the peudet 00 the such well known actors as Ray-| sessment of so many cents per meter program will elect to depart from 3. Fibber McGee & Molly (32.6). 
Sreasere, tak ete tee sated 66- mond Massey, Maurice Evans, Wal- | controlled by each participating its old starkly candid format and go 4. Lux Radio Theatre (32.3). 
vantage of some of the most expen- ter Huston, Richard Waring and | company. in for a policy of avoiding sharp 5. Bob Hope (29.6). 
olen talent in the country : Charles Laughton, all of whom will Matter of a night-time half-hour domestic and international edges, 6. Aldrich Family (28.2), 
A contribute their services gratis. They | period has been discussed with CBS because of the more sensitive atti- 7. Kate Smith (25.8). 
will draw dramatic portraits of such| but no commitment will be made tudes now prevailing on such issues 8. Major Bowes (25.5). 
men as George Washington, Thomas | yntil the required fund has been al- in the United States. * One Man’s Family (22.5). 
PAUL SULLIVAN Jefferson, et al. At the close of each/ most totally underwritten. The 10. Fiteh Bandwagon (22.3). 
program a direct descendant of the | radio idea has received a particular- -Qui > DAY-TIME 
historic figure will talk briefly. Be ly strong reception from the smaller Bromo nine Buys 1. Ma Perkins (10.2). 
Dorothy Donnell, director of citi- | utility companies, and the indications 65 NBC-Red Net For 2. Pepper Young’s Family (9.5). 
| zenship pregeoms for the Depart- | are that the loose ends of the project | 8. Vie and Sade (9.3). 
= of Justice, will be in charge | will be cleaned up within the next + 4. Life Can Be Beautiful (9.2). 
i the series. two weeks. ouise assey Group 5. Woman in White (9.1). 
aig acai TS Program deal was agented by the 
Lyons office. Martin Gosch and ee 
Paul Sullivan terminates a two- | ‘If Radio Show Moves Howard Harris recently peer Chicago, Aug. 6. | 
year stretch of newscasting for | from their assignment with Para-|_ Effective Monday, Oct. 6, Louise | 
Brown & Williamson’s Raleigh cig- | To Coast, Meredith Will | mount on the Coast to produce the Massey and the Westerners start a | 
eg Sept. 19. During most of | PI | |audition of the script, which aad bottlers 15-minute series for | 
nat period he has been outletted | f H If- Pri had pr veviously written. ~ | Bromo- Quinine over NBC -Red. | 
via CBS, and was the first peee| ay i or a nice, | Show will be heard at 7:45 a.m. in | BS H 
commentator to be sponsored on a ica |all time zones Monday, Wednesday | 
complete coast-to-coast network. | Burgess Meredith has agreed to} 'STOKI, NBC DICKERING pone Friday. , 
Most of his programs originate from | ‘We. the People,’ as per- ogram, which will carry a 65- | —_—- 
Louisville, Ky., home of the spon- | roman on tt i 2 G P - ON NETWORK CONCERTS stati on network, is sponsored by | , 
sor, through WHAS. | manent m.c if the accoun ? enera | Grove Laboratories, with Russel M. Chicago, Aug. 26. 
Sullivan was on WLW, Cincinnati, | Foods, and the agency, Young & —— Seeds agency handling. oe. Kleenex will go on a coast-to- 
for several years before he was en- | Rubicam, moved the series from| Leopold Stokowski may conduct | ——————_—_——_—___—_—_- oo Rigen ay hookup _ starting 
gaged in September, 1939, by WHAS. | New York to Hollywood, where he |2@ 8roup of concerts with the NBC BERT WHEELER ON 0. G. = ‘New wack teller secon Farag 
His salary soon zoomed to four fig- | has picture commitments. Y. & R. Symphony Orche tra th _winter on | Los Angeles, Aug. 26. | Ginny Sims of the Kay eee 
ures per week. He planed from | the Blue Network. NBC and the} Bert Wheeler and Hank Ladd have | orchestr; = oe 
Louisville Monday (25) to originate | offered him $2,000 a week, but Mere-| conductor are currently discussing | been pacted for the Old Gold pro- anny gir bn shan will be the feature. 
s <4 y N 0 o ig a, OT ee 1 that h rould take the | the terms and dat : a : = — p laced through the Lord & Thomas 
: this week from CBS’ New York stu- | dith rejoined that he would take the | the terms a dates. gram currently headed by Tommy agency here 
dio. assignment for half that if he could Simnilas discu — ee ng car-| Riggs and Betty Lou P cag 
inaeieiemnmalinaecaiaieaiiai : . — oo Tho | ried OF with Dmitri Mitropoulos Comics were formerly on a week- . = ’ 
ee — : — _ the 40-year-old Greek batonist, who | to-week basis on the NBC Pacific BARNARD QUITS MORSE 
CHESTERFIELD HUNTS agency is mulling over the ee is rated as a comer in his field. Coast net airer. ‘ ne 
|tion. By switching the originating | — _ , Joining B. B. D. & O. as Assistant 
PROFESSOR QUIZ SUB point to Hollywood the agency . i to Carroll Newton 
wouig nave to move atone 2 2) Credit Co, May Drop Radio Show Due 2: 2:2 ies gnc a ne 
gram’s research and writing staff. & buyer for the Morse r ioenettonal 
Chesterfield is looking around for | , eoree™ nas been aes ow | agency to become assistant to Car- 
another program to replace Pro- | Gabriel Heatter on the series for the 9 s roll Newton, business manager of 
fessor Quiz, which folds for that ac- | Past two summers. 0) OV { lr on nst ment i] in B. B. D. & O.’s radio department. 
count Sept. 25 after a year’s run. eee He will replace Joseph Hornsby, 


| who has joined the U. S. Navy 

| Barnard came to Morse from Ped- 
Jar & Ryan this summer and has 
isted Richard Nicholls, head of 
|Morse's radio department, in the 


| ass 


e columnist, will start a_ series of | Credits Co., which specializes in ; 
R tu BI sports commentaries on WNEW, | auto financing, to drop its sponsor- placement of the Vick spot campaign 
e rning 0 “bile Toledo, Aug. 26. | for the 1941-1942 seas 
N. Y., Tuesday (2). | ship of the daily five-minute news ne season. 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 
Effective Monday (29), Tom Mix 
Ralston Straight Shooters program 
returns to the air on a five time 
weekly schedule over NBC-Blue. 
Series will be aired at 5:45 p.m. in 
all time zones, and will carry a net- 


Considine has done numerous guest 
appearances in radio and a 13-week 
series once for Ehret’s Beer. 

RUNNING AGAIN 
Spartanburg, S. C., Aug. 26. 

Virgil V. Evans, former owner 

WSPA, is a candidate for S. C. house 





work of 65 stations. 

Account is handled by Gardner | 
agency for Ralston Purina Co. of St. 
Louis, 


'of representatives, of which he is a 
former member. 
| He was defeated last year for con- 


| gress. 


period on CBS after the present con- 
tract expires in Oct. The account’s 
period is from 6:10 to 6:15 p.m. 


The financing company hasn’t de- | 


radio advertising, although it’s pres- 
ent disposition is to call off any ra- 
| dio commitments for a while and re- 
turn when Government restraints 


dampening on the installment busi- 
ness 





have become more clarified or less | market analyzer; 


Beeson-Faller-Reichert, Inc., 
| new name of the 17-year-old adver- 
|tising agency 

| Sterling Beeson, Inc. 
| headed by Sterling Beeson, 
chairman of the board. 

Other officers are John O. Munn, 
president; R. J. Faller, v.p. and 
Arthur Reichert, 
|v.p., and H. Reed Sturgeon, secre- 
' tary-treasurer. 


Sr., as 





formerly known as | 
Firm, which | 
cided just what it will do about its | i has a number of radio accounts, is 


Edna May Oliver Clicks 


Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 
Edna May Oliver has given a foure- 
| time ticket on Rudy Valiee’s Seailtest 
| program, appearing once monthly 
| Starting Oct. 4. 
Miss Oliver guested on the Vallee 
show a couple of weeks ago, 











5 ee RE RH 


eee 


aia 


re 








ere eee 


avec OapnelintGeh far nee tin on? ad vbw 





” expansion 


30 RADIO 


Wednesday, August 27, 1941 


VARIETY 





Nat'l Acts’ Transcribed Shows 
At Lowest Ebb in Over 10 Yrs.: 
Huge Buys Strictly on CAB Rating 


While the rush among ad agencies | 
for chainbreak and minute an- | 
nouncements continued at a hectic | 
pace last week, it became apparent | 
that the transcribed | 


shows sponsored by national ac- 
counts on the air this coming fall 
and winter will be smallest that the 
industry has known for over 10 
years. About the only accounts of 


number of 


_ this classification that have placed or 


} 
started to place a transcription cam- | 
paign for the fall are Wheatena, | 
Hecker H-O and Jelke. Vick Chem- | 
ical is buying local programs as well | 
as announcements. | 
Because of the stiff competition | 
for the chainbreak periods, some ot | 
the station reps have made it a rule | 
not to take options for their Class 
A outlets. It’s either a firm order | 
or no blocking out of the required | 
periods. Reps in general lament that | 
agencies are still buying their spots | 
strictly out of the C.A.B. book, and | 
that if they can’t get adjacent to a| 
network commercial with a high 
rating on the reports of the Co-| 
operative Analysis of Broadcasting | 
they don’t buy in that market at all. 
Few time buyers are inclined to buy 
the second best for the money, that 
is, accepting a station which is sec- 
ond in the market, but whose price 
still makes it a good buy for the 
account. Instead of making a sec- 
ond choice, the agency man reports 
back to the advertiser that he’s sorry 
but he can’t get the right thing for 
him in that particular market. 
There are indications that while 
the Class A stations in the basic 
areas with major network affiliates 
will fare big this fall from _ spot 
broadcasting, the general run of sta- 


; ‘*"|ing up signals from all over the 
tions may find this fall that the in-| World. Stations are located at Port- 
come from national accounts using |jang Ore- Kingsville, Tex.: San- 
Spot isn’t anything as big as they | turce, P. R: and Guilford. Md. Im- 
expected. Some of the broadcasters | yortant or suggestive items are 


in this latter category are already 


complaining of the small amount of | 


new. spot business booked to date, as 
compared to the new business at 
hand at the same time last year. 


LEON LEVY IN ACTIVE | 
SERVICE WITH U.S. NAVY 


Dr, Leon Levy, president and man- | 
ager of WCAU, Philadelphia, and a/ 
director of CBS, was called Tuesday | 
(19) of last week for active service | 
as Lieutenant in the communications | 
branch of the intelligence division, | 
U. S. Navy. He is a member of the | 
reserve and will be stationed in| 
Philadelphia. Understood he will | 
remain on active duty for the dura- 
tion of the present emergency. e 








| 

| 

is married and has two children. | 
| 


Dr. Levy will continue to devote 
lunch hours and evenings to opera- 
tion of the CBS outlet. He will be 
assisted by his brother, Isaac D. 
Levy, chairman of the board of the 
station and also a CBS director. 





Deaf, Dumb, Blind Youth 
Passes Radio Op’s Exam 


Washington, Aug. 26. 


Amazing demonstration of ten- 
a@city in the face of overwhelming 
odds came to light last Wednesday 


(20) when a Brooklyn youth quali- 


fied for an amateur radio operator’s | 


| Labor Practices; Sept. 18 Hearing Set 


license 
blind. 

Leo Sadowsky, 21, appeared at the 
local field office of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission to answer 
10 pages of questions and problems. 
Tapped out 30 pages of answers on 


alihough deaf, dumb and 


# Braille typewriter and demon- | 


strated that he could ‘hear’ 
telegraph signals through vibrations 
produced by special devices. 





F & P Gets WKZO 
Chicago, Aug. 26. 

WiZO, CBS outlet in Kalamazoo, 
has appointed Free & Peters, Inc., as 
exclusive national representatives, 
effective Sept. 1. Move is part of an 
campaign by WKZO, 
which includes opening of additional 
studios in Grand Rapids. 

John E. Fetzer is president of sta- 
tion and John O’Harrow commercial 


radio- | 





Who Added It Up? 


Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 

Fletcher Wiley, giving up his 
‘Housewives Protective League’ 
and ‘Sunrise Salute’ programs 
over KNX after seven years, has 
spent 2,100 hours in front of the 
mike. During that period he has 
uttered approximately 9,500,000 
words on 16,000 different sub- 


jects, with 14,000 individual 
commercials for more than 350 
Sponsors, 


Galen Drake succeeds Wiley, 
who has gone over to Campbell 
soup as commentator Monday 
through Friday over CBS. 


US. WATCHING 
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Alice Frost Quitting 
‘Sister’; to Freelance 


Alice Frost is quitting the lead | ; 
j role ‘in ‘Big Sister’ (Lever meee.) 1 NEW YORK CITY eo a 

| late in September. It has been re- 

‘ported for some time that things| Mary Orr has returned from the Coast where she worked on the ‘Blon- 

weren't running smoothly between | die’ series and other programs. .. Jessie Royce Landis, recovered from 

| the actress and the series‘ super- | operation, back into cast of ‘We Are Always Young,’ on WOR-Mutual. ... 

| visor, Herschel Williams. She’s starred in this week's tryout of the Edward Percy play, ‘Dr. Brent's 

Miss Frost's contract on ‘Sister’ | Household,’ at Woodstock, N. Y.....Sandra Michael in Norwalk (Conn.) 

| has been an exclusive one and the |General Hospital with complications from her appendectomy of several 

break will give her a chance tocarry | months ago....Griffin Shoe Polish dropping ‘Wko Knows?’ from four- 

out her preference for freelancing. | station WOR-Mutual hookup after this Friday night’s (29) stanza..., 

— ‘Wheatena Playhouse’ recorded series starts Sept. 29 with ‘The Rains 

| Came,’ which runs four or five weeks....Completing the first 16 weeks for 

Still Trying the show will be ‘My Man Godfrey,’ ‘Jane Eyre,’ ‘Christmas Carol’ and 

e 

T h As suggested in last week's Variery, WOR’s all-night program gets a 

0 in OW live-music hypo with the addition of Cy Walter’s pianology 3:30-3:45 a.m. 

nightly....Lisa Sergio back from New England motor vacation and re- 

. e sumes her five-mornings-a-week series on WQXR next Tuesday (2).... 

Th Hill Lik | J. R. Poppele, WOR chief engineer, named to membership in Society of 

a es - Motion Picture Engineers, which is now gandering television problems... . 

/nights for Jerry Lawrence on WOR'’s all-night. show....Cab Calloway’s 

‘Quizzicale’ originates in Chicago next Sunday (31); in Canton, O., Sept. 

| 7; Hartford, Conn., Sept. 14, and back in New York Sept. 21....Phil Baker 

on Rinso-Spry vaude program on WEAF-Red Saturday (30)....Mary 


‘Mr. Deeds Goes to Town’....Carlo DeAngelo will direct, from scripts by 
tuart Hawkins authored this week's ‘City Desk’ script....Loulie Jean off 
|Mason, title actress on ‘Maudie’s Diary,’ will play the lead, with Arnold 




















Ruthrauff & Ryan is still trying to 
find a network show for Pall Mall 
cigarets that in formula will jell 
with the one laid down by George 
Washington Hill, president of the 





PROPAGANDA 


Washington, Aug. 26. 
Shortwave eavesdroppers are di- 
| gesting from 600,000 to 900,000 words | 





|of foreign ballyhoo and propaganda | 
| daily under the listening-in pro- 
| gram related to national defense ef- 
|forts. The FCC Monday (25) said | 
| extremely close attention is being | 
| paid the rantings of alien spielers, 
inasmuch as ‘almost every political, 
diplomatic, or military move is 
presaged by shifts in propaganda 
| treatment.’ 

With four listening posts, the new 
Foreign Broadcast Service is pick- 


| flashed immediately to Washington 
and quickly relayed to interested 
agencies by teletype circuits. All 
intercepted programs are recorded 
‘in the field, with master transla- 


American Tobacco Co. Agency has 
already submitted several to the ac- 
count. 

Hill is reported to havee become } : 
an addict of the audience participa~-' JN HOLLYWOOD... 
ee Se pag gg 4 pth ellg Xavier Cugat made his New Year's Eve reservation early this year. He 
didn’t fit the public. The Kay Kyser | pens on that date at the Cocoanut Grove in response to huzzahs from 
stanza is an outright participation |Coast conga disciples....Lan Lavinson has moved in to begin authoring 


Herbert Little, Jr.. and David Victor, with Bill Meader arranging and 
playing organ cues 

the WOR-Mutual ‘Rookies’ series, with Lina Romay replacing....Howard 
Teichman back from summer in Wisconsin....Ed Fitzgerald subs Sunday 
|Moss and McKay Morris on ‘Grand Central Station’ next Wednesday (3), 
in a script by Jay Bennett. 


event, while, according to the Hill 


| point of view, the Lucky Strike Hit 


Parade is still a participation show 
in that the public indirectly picks 


| the song hits by making them such. 





WGAR, CLEVE., TO WAX 
U.S. ARMY MANEUVERS 


Cleveland, Aug. 26. 

Crew of announcers and techni- 
cians will be sent by station WGAR, 
Cleveland, to cover the sham battles 
to be held Sept. 15-30 in Louisiana 
by the Second and Third U. S. 
Armies. Group will concentrate on 
reporting the activities of the 37th 
(Ohio) Division, about half of which 
is composed of men from the Cleve- 
land area. 

Dave Baylor, who has handled 








tions filed here for reference. Daily 


| summaries report outstanding mat- 
ter picked up each 24 hours. 


Tremendous volume of wordage is 
waxed. Germans now fire propa- 
ganda at this country for 11 hours. 
The British transmission usually 
runs six and a half hours; Japanese, 
four and a half, and Italian over 
four. Bulk of the daily intake is in 
alien tongues. 


SIX STATIONS GOING 
FULL TIME ON MBS 


Station WICC, Bridgeport, Conn., 
now affiliated with NBC-Blue (WJZ) 








| and Mutual, goes exclusively Mutual 


next June 15. Stations WNAC, Bos- 
| ton and WEAN, Providence, also 
| Switch to full-time Mutual affiliation 
the same date. 

| Stations WCAE, 
| WFBR, Baltimore, and WGR, Buf- 


Pittsburgh: | 


WGAR programs from various army 
camps for the last three months, will 


‘The Great Gildersleeve’ for his cheese sponsor....Hank McCune sprung 
a prize contest along with football news in the Pacific Coast Army Camp 
News stanza....‘Pentrouse Party’ switches from 6 to 6:30 PST. to the 
6:30-7 p.m. spot beginning Sept. 19 for R. J. Reynolds....Lever Bros’ ‘Hol- 
lywood Premiere’ also shifts tq,a later hour on Sept. 19....Announcing 
| stat at KROE, Oakland, has been bolstered with addition of Bob Emerick, 
i who formerly spieled over KFI-KECA and KNX, Los Angeles....Bert 
Winn goes to KSFO, San Francisco, to handle a mike. 


Paul Colon, radio author-producer, has called it a day with Signal Oil 
for a transcontinental airer starting next month....Jerry Lester comes 
back to Kraft Aug. 28 after two weeks’ trouble with tonsilitis....Rolland 
Morris, vet radio performer on the Mutual lanes, planed out to Detroit 
Saturday (23) for top spot in a Jam Handy picture....Frank Bull has 
started a new sports program over KFWB called ‘Juvenile Sports Wizards.’ 
Young America will get a chance to voice its opinions thereon....Upton 
Close, NBC commentator on Oriental affairs, has moved from San Fran- 
cisco to Hollywood....Ed Stanley has a new quarter-hour skow over KHJ 
for Sparklets....Eleanor Wilson McAdoo, femme commentator formerly 
sustaining on KFWB, has gone commercial....New KFBM transmitter in 
San Diego went into action last week, using compositions from staff mem- 
bers while working out an ASCAP license....Frank Graham, Columbia 
drama narrator, gets top spot in a news series entitled ‘Romance of the 
Ranchos,’ originating on KNX beginning Sept. 7....Hedda Hopper vaca- 











tioned in Canada....Ralph Block, the screen scrivener, did a shot on the 
‘Defend America’ program....Nelson Pringle, Union Oil’s news analyst, 
planed to Fresno to talk to Elks, Kiwanians, Rotarians and Lions... .Niles 


be in charge of the unit and will Welch and his wife are vacationing here. 
Hedda Hopper’s first dramatization on Hollywood film notables will be 


| leave the beginning of next week 


| to make preliminary arrangements. 
| Larry Shipley, the station’s assistant 
| chief engineer, will accompany Bay- 


| lor to supervise technical arrange- 
| ments. There will be no live pro- 
| grams, but all broadcasts will be 


recorded on the scene and air-ex- 
pressed to WGAR. 


‘Ist Nighter’ Back Sept. 2 





Chicago, Aug. 26. 

Renewed for another year, Cam- 
| pana’s ‘First Nighter’ will begin its 
| 12th air season Sept. 2. Show will 
|}be aired Tuesdays from 7:30-7:55 
|p.m., CDST, over CBS. 

Principals Barbara Luddy and Les 
Tremayne remain, as does Eric Sag- 
| erquist’s orch and Bret Morrison, as 





| falo, join Mutual as basic full-time | ‘Mr. First Nighter.’ Joe Ainley again 


outlets Oct. 1. 





produces, 
| 


re re ore: 


NLRB Cites WOV, N. Y.. for Unfair 


| 
| 


Greater New York Broadcasting ; quired employees to sign documents 
Corp., operating WOV, New York.) stating that the signer is to have no 


was cited for alleged unfair labor 
| practices in violation of the Wagner 
Act last week by the NLRB. Arde 
| Bulova station, which has been at 
odds with the American Communi- 
cations Assn. (CIO) for nearly a 
year, was given 10 days to file an 
answer. Hearing was set for Sept. 
18 before an NLRB trial examiner. 
According to the Board’s com- 
plaint, WOV ‘has urged, persuaded 
and warned and offered inducements 
to its employees employed at said 
New York office and Kearny (N. J.) 
transmitting plant to refrain from 
aiding, sympathizing with, becoming 
or remaining members of the union 
(ACA) or any other bona fide labor 
organization.” The citation further 





manager. 


charged that the station ‘has re- 


employment contract, and that he 
can be dismissed for any cause with- 
out notice, has refused to discuss 
grievances with the union in behalf 
ho members of said union, has dis- 
criminatorily declined to give refer- 
ences to employees for the purpose 
of obtaining other employment, and 
has attempted to blacklist and other- 
wise prevent such other employment 
with other employers.’ 

Among the 33 employees the ACA 
claims participated in last year’s 
strike against the station and to have 
been injured by the station’s action 
are office workers, announcers and 
technicians, Although many of those 
have since obtained other jobs, the 
amount of wages claimed for time 
lost totals almost $20,000, 





For 12th Air Season 


a script on Lionel Barrymore when 


KFI Aug. 28. 


she resumes for Sunkist Sept. 3.... 


Nat Tanchuck has written a skit for the British War Relief broadcast over 
J. Edward Bromberg and Fritz Feld appearing in the show 


....Walter Tetley has been called back from Broadway for a role in ‘The 


| Great Gildersleeve’ for Kraft... .Bil 
/}and spoke to Max Schmeling, 


} 
| 


| from a program for 


| the first time 
| 


tip evergreen trees....Hale Sparks, 


} 


program starting over the Mutual 
Milton Berle, Shirley Ross and Bob 


ACA Will Bargain For 


Washington, Aug. 26. 
Collective bargaining for broad- 
cast technicians of KYW, Philadel- 


Communications Association, affili- 
ated with the CIO, under a finding 
of the National Labor Relations 
Board. Question of who shall 
haggle for the hired help was settled 
| without an election, since the West- 
|inghouse organization agreed to 
abide by comparison of its payroll 
with the union’s membership roster. 

Under the stipulation, the CIO 
crowd was designated because 15 of 
116 KYW technicians are card-hold- 
ers. No objection was raised by the 
jstation and the recommendation of 
the NLRB’s regional director has 
been rubber-stamped by headquar- 
ters. The Union demanded recogni- 
tion more than four months ago, but 
no hearing was held in view of 
Westinghouse’s offer to abide by re- 
sults of the record checking. 


KTSA Toning Down 


Washington, Aug. 26. 

KTSA, San Antonio, has signa- 
tured a stipulation with the Federal 
Trade Commission that it will desist 
from using the slogan, ‘KTSA, San 
Antonio, Texas, 5,000 watts, Doing a 
50,000-watt Job.’ 

Station is licensed to operate at 
5,000 watts daytime and 1,900 watts 











nights. 


KYW, Philly, Technicians: 


phia, will be done by the American | 


l Henry called Berlin the other day 


who said he had fully recovered from 
wounds fighting in Greece....Art Baker got laryngitis and stayed away 


in 10 years....Rudy Vallee calls his 


new home in the Hollywood hills ‘Silver Tip’ because it’s set under silver- 


NBC commentator, has returned to 


the NBC-Blue out of San Francisco after a summer layoff. 
Nd Rice is here from New York to begin scripting the Ballantine Ale 


net Sept. 12....Charles Laughton, 
Crosby’s orch are set for tke show. 


|LEVER INDEFINITE ON 
THES, NIGHT SPOT 


Lever Bros. is still undecided as to 
what it wants to do about its present 
| Tuesday 9-9:30 a.m. spot on the NBC- 
Blue this fall. Account put ‘Bring- 
ing Up Father’ into this spot early 
in the summer, when it moved 
‘Grand Central’ into ‘Big Town's Co- 
lombia spot (Wednesday, 8-8:30 p.m.) 
as a vacation pinchhitter. 

Lever had talked about retaining 
| ‘Grand Central’ and giving ita period 
on the NBC-Red, but with the “‘Treas- 
| ury Show’ set to move into the hour 
| preceding ‘Father’s’ Oct. 6, the soap 
manufacturer is now not so inclined 
to give up the Tuesday half-hour. 


Frances Langford With 
Beb Hope Program 











Frances Langford joins the Bob 
Hope show as permanent vocalist 
for the season when Pepsodent re- 
turns that show to the NBC-Red 
Sept. 24. 

Account has an option for her 
serviees for a second 39-week cycle. 
Ken Dolan booked her through Lord 
& Thomas, 





Oakland.—Bert Symmes added to 
KROW announcing staff. Formerly 
| with KLS, Oakland, and KGO-KPO, 
' Frisco, special events. 




















| 
| 
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RED TAPE TANGLES RADIO 


NBC to Use All Its Commentators 


DEFENSE SHOWS 
AE HANDICAPPED 


Script Writers Amazed at 
Bulwarks Between Them 
and Cooperation From 
Service Groups—lInvolved 
Army Etiquette 





MANY TABOOS 


Radio script writers who have 
been connected with the preparation 


of defense programs, express them- 
selves as both amazed and amused 
at the unwieldly amount of red tape 
that hinders the smallest coopera- 
tion from any of the armed sery- 
ices. Another factor that makes the 
production of this type of show a 
headache from beginning to end, say 
these writers, is the ramification of 
taboos that looms up whenever 
Army or Navy officers are involved. 
One suggestion or another will be 
turned down by such officers with- 
out reason. A statement of ‘It 
can’t be done’ is about all the sati- 
isfaction that a persistent inquired 
gets. 

Still another angle that dogs the 
progress of one these defense pro- 
grams is the formalities that are re- 
quired at each step in dealing with 
officers in the service. It’s all, sa 
the writers, an involved protocol. If 
a captain is asked to participate in 
a program he answers that it would 
be best to invite the major also. 
When the major is approached he 
urges that the colonel be likewise 
invited. And so it goes until the 
division general is reached. The 
general replies that he is sorry but 








he will be out of town on that date, 


but it’s okay for any one else down | 


the line to go on the program. 

By that time the program’s pro- 
ducer and writer have become s50 
much involved in red tape that they 
have a tough time finding their way 
back to the captain who was origin- 
ally approached, and so it is decided 
to drop that particular idea and go to 
work on a entirely new one. 


NETS CUFFOING 











GOVT PLUGS 


Networks have pretty well recon- 
ciled themselves to broadcasting 
cuffo any advertising material ema- 
nating from U. S. Government agen- 
cies, and the same policy is expected 
to apply to spot broadcasting. Latest 
twist on this question was furnished 
by the Maritime Commission last 
week, when it inquired how much 
cooperation it could expect in a pro- 
posed minute announcement cam- 
paign. The blurbs will seek recruits 
for the commission's training school. 

Other Government agencies now 
getting spot plugs in radio are the 
Army, the Navy, the Marines, the 
Air Force, the Treasury and the 
OPM in connection 
mechanics as inspectors in war ma- 
terials plants. 


CONSULT MARINES ON 
‘CAPT. FLAGG’ PROGRAM 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 

Jack Richardson, Jr., Russel M. 
Seeds agency rep., is in Washington 
for conferences with the Marine 
Corps Public Relations in connection 
with the new ‘Capt. Flagg and Sgt. 
Quirt’ radio program to be aired 
starting Sept. 28. 

Show, starring Vic McLaglen and 
Edmund Lowe, will be sponsored by 
Mennen Co. of Newark, N. J., at an 
estimated cost in excess of $4,500 
weekly for talent and writers. It 
will originate in Hollywood. 





with recruiting | 














WSM Will Again Cut 


‘Pigskin Prevue’ Series 


|| GENE KING, JOE BIER 
NEW WOR PRODUCERS 


Nashville, Aug. 26. Gene King and Joe Bier, an- 
For the third year WSM will cut |MOuncers at WOR, New York, have 
‘Pigskin Prevue’ series in coopera- | been upped to the station’s produc- 


tion staff, bringing the number of 
tion with other stations throughout production supervisors to four. They 


the Southeastern Conference terri-| will temporarily continue certain 
tory. Stations included this year are! |Special announcer assignments, but 
WSB, WREC, WRLB, WWL, WBRC! will immediately begin production 
and WLAP. | duties. 

Sports announcers on the discs| Robert Shepard and Bruce Eliot 
will be Louie Buck, Ted Grizzard,| have been added to the WOR an- 
Bill Terry and Marcus Bartley, |mOuncer staff to replace King and 
Transcriptions of interviews with | Bier. 
coaches and players are made on the | 
practice fields and distributed to al- Wilbur Evans on Air 
lied stations, the e.t.’s then being ; 

St. Louis, Aug. 26. 
Wilbur Evans, singer, who re- 


| 
presented three a week for four | 
weeks, 
|cently appeared for his fourth con- 
|secutive season at the Municipal 
Akron—Marguerite Petran, conti- | Theatre Assn’s alfresco theatre in 
nuity, publicity and program traffic | Forest Park, has been inked to ap- 
manager, has resigned from WAKR| pear on the Ben Feld thrice-a-week 
to join WRRN, new Warren 250-! program over KMOX. 
watter. Bob Bowles, formerly of Appearing with Evans are Esther 
WJW here, is to be WRRN’s com- | Witt, Jean Lane, Bernice Frise and 
mercial manager. the Harmonettes. 

















> > 


In Review of 2 Yrs.’ War Coverage 


— 





NBC will review American radio’s 
part in the coverage of two years of 
war with a special hour’s program 
on the Blue network next Wednes- 
day (3), The event will make use 
of all of NBC’s news commentators, 
originating from such points as New 
York, Washington, Hollywood, Pitts- 
burgh, NBC’s listening post at Bel- 
more, L. I., Scott’s Field, Ill., Lon- 
don, Berlin and Moscow. 

There will also be pickups from 
aircraft at sea and defense plants. 
Niles Trammell, NBC prez, will 
open the broadcast, and Lowell 
Thomas will m.c. 

As an afterpiece, H. V. Kalten- 
born, John Gunther, John Vander- 
cook and Robert St. John will en- 
gage in a roundtable discussion, and 
another one of the items will be a 





sample of NBC’s show in which 
British refugee children broadcast to 
their parents, 


WLW’S FEM. ANGLE ON 
U.S. ARMY MANEUVERS 


Cincinnati, Aug. 26. 

WLW will offer the women’s view- 
point on the huge army maneuvers 
to be held in Louisiana next month. 
Marsha Wheeler, staff commentator, 
will make special transcriptions at 
the scene and ship them north for 
airing as part of her ‘Consumers’ 
Foundation’ program. 

Spanish versions of the events will 
be made for WLWO, Crosley short- 
waver, which will include them in 
Latin-American broadcasts. 
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FRANCHISE TAX ON RADIO, TO COVER — 
POLICING COSTS, LOOKS CERTAIN 


FCC’s New Deal Element Wants Uniform Tax faa 


on Gross Income—Drafting Legislation, Despite 


Initial Congressional Criticism 


-_— ——= 


Washington, Aug. 26. 
Regardless of what Congress does 


about soaking radio in efforts to 
swell Federal revenues, 
appear destined to pay privilege or 
franchise fees and thus meet the cost 
of ederal policing of the ether. Pro- 
posed leg 


broadcasters 


for submission to 
Congress is being drafted by the 
rc, the initial braintrust 
suv 2estion drew much criticism. 

clearly hinted last week 
by Choirman James L. Fly, the New 
Del element on the Commish is sold 


islation 
thouch 


4s Was 


tax 
based on gross business. Everybody 
in the agency agrees some charge 
should be made. The formula pre- 
sented by the Commish rules com- 
mi_tee is described as considerably 
stiiler than the one-half per cent 
rate which Fly mentioned during his 
apvearance before the Senate 
Finance Committee, though ma- 
terially lower than the hotly con- 
demned House Ways and Means 
Committee scale. 


Further study of the whole sub- 
ject of raising enough money from 
regulated enterprises to pay the 
FCC’s annual operating expense was 
ordered last week after varied criti- 
cism of the Rules Committee's brain- 
child. The deep thinkers were told 
to ponder alternative methods, such 
as a wattage tax or a straight fee 
exoressed in terms of dollars, not 
percentages. Something like the as- 
sessment system used by National 
Assn. of Broadcasters has been 
talked about 
though there is no crystallization of 
sentiment yet. 

Would Levy $1,000,000 

Commish sources are reluctant to 
talk about the matter at this stage, 
but it is common knowledge the 
tules Committee proposal would 
take about $1,000,000 from the broad- 
casting business. Concession to little 
stations was suggested, in the 
of an exemption for all licensees 
doing under $25,000 business an- 
nually. According to past Commish 
Surveys, this would relieve many of 
the local operators, but by no means 


on the idea of some uniform 


which lost money in 1940. The rate 
suggested by the Rules Committee | 
has not been revealed, to some ex-| 
tent because the braintrusters are 
not entirely certain themselves what 
percentage should be levied and 


in Commish circles, | 


ability to pay, still seems sold on 
| the theory. Chairman Fly has sug- 
|} gested a levy based on potential | 
|coverage in terms of population, al? 
proposal which industry people 


form | 


| the 
would take care of all the 187 plants | 


1 $? 300.000 for 


routine activities, sup- 
plemented by several millions of 
money to meet extraordinary prob- 
lems attributed to national defense. 

The proposed bill was sent back 
for furiher 
discussion which did not go 
of the Com- 
appears convinced | 
regulated—includ- 
safety services 
aeronautical, ete.), and 
broadcasters—ought to ante up. 
There are almost as many _ ideas 
about hod as there are individ- 
the board, which is why the 
has been broadened 

Some practical obstacles have} 
bobbed into view. Like finding an 
equitable basis for taxing the non- 
commercial enterprises, amateurs, 
the public bodies and experimenters. 
Nomina! filing fees have been men- 
tioned as one way of getting every- 
body to kick in something and meet- 
ing the expense of clerical work re- 
quired in ogling applications from 
such operators as airlines, police and 
fire departments, forest and conser- 
vation agencies, electric light com- 


of sentiment. Majority 
mish, however, 
that all persons 
ing common carriers, 
(police, 


mei 
uals on 
study 


consideration after brief | 
far | 
enough to indicate any definite | 





om, 
No 


| to plow their earnings back 
more public service programs, 
system is gyp-proof, it is noted. 
Most of the FCC thinking has been 
in terms of a percentage bite. Argu- 
ments are developing, however, 
a more just system would result 
from establishing brackets of income | 
—either net or gross—and fixing a 
| specific sum in dollars to be paid by 
| each licensee in the classification. 
| The Commish, in its annual analyses 
| distribution of radio wealth this way, 


four years and there is a ready-made 
of industry finances, has 


so the pattern is known for three or | 


gauged the | 


—-—-+f 


———— 


Sound Effects and Slogans 





Oakland, Aug. 26. 


Things have gone completely haywire at KROW. Station now carry- 


ing a flock of spots 
winter sound-effects to 
deal set by Segall agency. 

Meanwhile, 


for Schwartz & Gordin, 
sell overcoats in 


men’s clothiers, 
mid-August. 


using 


Topsy-turvy 


same station has also acquired a series of screwball 


spots, via Botsford, Coustantine and Gardner, from Awful Fresh Mac- 


Farlane, cana 


| a contest with a $137.29 first prize. 


that | 


| 





' table from which to calculate the fee | 


|for each bracket to bring in 
| amount needed. 


Don Lee Ups FM 
Rates As Time 
Sales Increase 


Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 
Business is crowding in on the new 


Don Lee frequency modulation sta- 
tion K45LA, which opened last week 





| 
| 








panies using radio to communicate 


with repair crews and maintenance | 
and the like. | 


men, scientific bodies, 


Revival of Old Idea 


The wattage tax idea was revived | 


recently by Commissioner George 
Henry Payne who tried to get Con- 
gress to consider such a levy serious- 
ly a ow years ago. Payne brought 
about introduction of a bill which 
never received more than 
notice in the House and, despite 
squawks that this method disregards 


maintain is equally unsound and 
unfair. 

What to do about encouraging 
public service activities by broad-| 
casters is one of the knotty prob- 
lems. The Commish is overwhem- | 
ingly against taking action 


would have the effect of increasing | 
commercialization and consequently | 
is intrigued with the idea of using 
tax device for social purposes, 
as well as to put 
| pay-as-you-go foundation. From this | 
point of view, there are strong argu- 
| ments for levying on the net income, 
though such a formula is open to the 
objection that chiselers would 
down their expenses and engage in 


hinges on the starting point, but the | trick bookkeeping to avoid paying 


formula would require broadcasting | their share of the bill. 
of the an-| the latter 
For the present | 


to contribute about 49% 
nual FCC budget. 
fiscal year, the Commish has around 


| flat sum, 


Rejoinder to 
criticism is that a tax on 
whether a percentage or 
would encourage 


the profits, 








— 








“Tike almost all other 
families in the prosperous ¢+_.. 
TVArea, mine is sitting on that 


well known top o’ the world. 


“We've money in the bank 





. Money we're ready to spend —ae 
on necessities and luxuries. So [agg 
if you have any idea about 


giving us happier 
the road of life, 
ness. 


traveling on 
let’s talk busi- 


call over WNOX. That’s 


the fare!” 






Tie 


009 fi ¢1 






“You can get in touch with me any day or night with a 
the staticn we TVArea housewives 
really listen to. And if you're going cur way, we're glad to pay 


& SCRIPPS-HOWARD RADIO STATION 


Affiliated with Knoxville News-Sentinel 


‘KNOXVILLE, TENNESSEE 


passing | 


regulation on a} 


load | 


licensees | 


with the management stating that 
card rates will be revised upward 
after Sept. 15. It is the only FM 
station in this district. 


Rates for announcernents 





to $10 nighttime. 


Flock of commercials hitting the 
|new FM transmitter during the past | 
week includes: Marney Food Co., an- | 
|nouncements; Pierce Bros., 52 quar- 
|ter-hour periods; 
nnecarhangye-seaectig Santa Fe, announce- 

ments; Seven Up, announcements; 
| John T. Troll, time signals; Adohr | 
Milk Farms, announcements; Morris 
Ball, announcements; Barker Bros., | 
| 52 quarter-hour periods; Coast Fed- 
| eral Loan and Savings Assn., an- 
| nouncements; Consumers Credit, an- 
nouncements; Cudahy Packing, an- 
nouncements; Gospel Broadcasting 
Assn., 52 one-hour periods; 


ments; and Rug Cleaning, announce- 
ments; Ear] Carrol theatre announce- 
| ments: Schalk Chemical Co., an- 
nouncements; Telenews, three 15- 
perreces newscasts weekly. 





| 


‘STATION GIVEN OK 
TO USE ‘: -- —’ SIGNAL 


Wadiinatii Aug. 26. 
| Permission to use the widely- 
publicized ‘V—for Victory’ signal 


was granted an unidentified trans- 
mitter which approached the Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
for a ruling on the propriety of pre- 
ceding and signing off each news 


J. W. Robinson, | 


the | 


| 


| casting 
| $3,000,000 
| Finance Committee, 


| 
| 





| 


y dealer, using ‘puts whee in your knee’ slogans to plug 








Radio's Position in Govt Tax Bill 


Uncertain; Labor Split Over Issue: 
Fly Strongly Detends Industry 


Washington, Aug. 26. 

It's anybody's guess where broad- 
winds up under the new 
tax bill. The 
swamped with 
objections and perplexed by the split 
within ranks of union labor, went 
into executive session Monday (25) 
without giving any discernible hint 
of feeling toward the tough House- 
ratified levy on radio’s gross income. 
The bill is slated for presentation to 
the Senate soon after Labor Day, 
with the press gallery odds very 
much against reaching that goal. 

Doubling of the 5% to 15% scale 
on microphone takes was urged on 
the Senate group just before the 
windup of hearings. Earlier in the 
week broadcasters and their friends 
—which included, for this fight any- 
way, several unions and Chairman 
James L. Fly of the FCC—squawked 
about’ discrimination, unfairness, 


jump | | threat to jobs, jeopardizing of public 
from $2.50 to $5 daytime and from $5 | service, and lack of appreciation. 


Much of it seemed over the heads 


'of the solon-financiers, but John B. 


} 
} 
| 
| 
} 
| 
| 


| system which, 


|} ment 


Hagerty, soak-radio leader and | 


Senate ! 





'and for 


newspapers and magazines. Mean- 
ing the agency commissions and time 
discounts. Hagerty quoted Frank 
White, CBS treasurer, as remarking 
that the rake-off was ‘only 36%’ in 
predicting the levy as written by the 
House Ways and Means Committee 
would have salutory effects through 
assuring network affiliates of a big- 
ger return. Rebates and discounts, 
Hagerty contended, ‘divert some 
$20,000,000 of yearly income which 
would otherwise be received by the 
radio networks and_ broadcasting 
companies. ... The elimination of 
the rebates and discounts would save 
the networks and radio stations an 
estimated total greater than the esti- 
mated $12,500,000 which they would 
pay under the low rates voted by 
the House of Representatives.’ 
Figures compiled by the FCC 
were cited as reasons for retaining 
junking the radio levy. 
Hagerty singled out the _ better-off 
plants, while Ellsworth C. Alvord, 
former Treasury Department execu- 


| tive retained to present the industry 


i 


case, put stress on the over-all pic- 


| president of the International Allied | ture. 


Printing Trades, via a printed state- 
inserted in the record, made 
some provocative remarks that may 
|echo ominously in the future. 
not only insisted that the tax ap- 
| proved by the House is fair, but 


| drew attention to the discount-rebate 


he argued, is evidence 
that broadcasters can pay far more 


| than the sum which the bill would 


| fortissimoed the 


require in present form. Hagerty 


‘exceedingly high’ 


| net which station owners make by 


Philco, | 
that | announcements; I. Magnin, announce- | 





exploitating a public resource. 


Labor Split on Issue 
Organized labor, specifically 

| American Federation, broke 
| open over radio’s financial respon- 
| sibility and capacity to pay. 
Hagerty voicing the views of four 
unions anxious to extract 
pound of flesh, the Senatorial jury 
;}found there is no unanimity and 
| plenty of selfish interest. The Elec- 
trical Workers, the Musicians 
American Federation of 
Artists sided with the proprietors, 
| agreeing that any special bite out 
|of broadcasters’ revenues 
jeopardize jobs, and much was made 


} 


| 
| 
| 
| 


the | 
wide | 


With | 
| the special tax load. 
every | 


and | 


Radio | 


would | 


of the resolution adopted two weeks | 
ago by the American Federation of | 
Labor executive council opposing a | 


‘punitive’ levy on radio. 
Hagerty ‘Quotes’ Frank White 
The Printing Trades spokesman 


|50 kw. 
He | 


In 1939, the Printing Trades officer 
pointed out, the 35 big boys with 
netted on the average $284,- 
000, which was 133% of the average 
value of their properties. Collection 
of 174 regionals had a 63% return 
on property investment. And 26 
stations in big cities lapped up over 
100%. 

Haggerty also went strong on the 
idea that radio is the only untaxed 
amusement. He maintained it is un- 
fair to the forms of commercial en- 
tertainment subject to the 100% ad- 
missions tax to let radio go scot free. 

‘Two Webs Made $60,000,000’ 

The financial experience of NBC 
and the CBS was used as a major 
argument that radio easily can carry 
Hagerty noted 
that from 1931 through 1940, includ- 
ins the bleakest depression years, 
the two webs made $60,000,000 on an 
investment of only $4,600,000. 


Other reasons for soaking radio 
include the inability to prevent 
‘trafficking’ in licenses, the small 
number of persons directly em- 


ployed, and the need to grab money 
from everybody who has it, Hagerty 
insisted. At the same time, he sug- 
gested the Senate group could lift 
the tax from labor, farm, religious 


|and educational stations—a move to 


meet the yelp that the House bill 


broadcast with the new famous sym- would work hardships on non-profit 


bol. 


In granting the station an okay 
on the use of the ‘.. . —’ Morse code |! 
signal, Commish said that it had no} == 
reason to believe that continued use 
of this symbol by the station in 


| dressed up shopworn arguments with | broadcasters. 


‘complaints that radio enjoys an un-| Discrimination was the aspect of 
fair advantage in competition with | (Continued on page 36) 














| question violates any law or is con- | 


trary to the ne pave interest.’ 


Drake U. Adds = | 
From Radio to Staff 


Des Moines, Aug. 26. 

Four appointments have been made 
to the instructional staff of the 
Drake University radio school here 
by Edwin G. Barrett, head of the 
department. The staff members are 
Edmund Linehan, Leonard Howe, 
Harriet Ristvedt and Andy Wool- 
fries. 

Lindehan is program director of 
KSO-KRNT. He will teach ‘broad- 
casting principles.’ Howe will teach 
‘radio news announcing and proc- 
essing’ (he is a member of the news 
staff of WHO); ‘continuity writing’ 
will be taught by Miss Ristvedt, a 
member of the continuity staff of 
KSO-KRNT, and Woolfries, farm ed- 
itor of the Iowa Broadcasting Sys- 
tem, will teach a new course, ‘special 
events broadcasting.’ 


what our watts 


5,000 is 5,000 say some. But, those who 

are familiar with the mechanics of radio 
know that 5,000 at 570 kc. can match the 
performance of theoretical 100,000 to 
480,000 watt stations at higher frequen- 
cies. In New York the choice 570 fre- 
quency is occupied by WMCA with 
enough power (5,000 watts) to reach 
12,500,000 people. That’s why WMCA 
is the buy of New York. 
al 
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OLLYWOOD’ 
im OF H 
a Aw Martin, Bert Lahr, Linda 
Ware, Dave Rose orch 
Mins. 
ons FORECAST NO. 11 
Monday, 9:30 p-m. 
WABC-CBS, New York —" 
There was a passable variety show 
in this “Tour of Hollywood,’ which 
CBS offered Monday night (95) as 
the 11th in its ‘Forecast’ series. Tony 
Martin is a click singer of proven 
value. Bert Lahr has been a con- 
vulsive comic for years. Linda Ware 
is a rousing rhythm singer and Dave 
Rose is an established conductor. 
The show was proficient and amus- 
ing. But as an ‘idea’ for possible 
sponsorship, it had little novelty. It 
stretched the ‘Forecast’ title a bit 
more. . 
Announced in advance under the 
title of ‘Search for a Sponsor,’ the 
show : 
Hollywood 
merely a gesture toward a novel 
format. Even that gesture was aban- 
doned after a few moments, so the 
major portion was frankly just an- 
other comedy-musical turn by sev- 
eral recognized names. It was good 
enough as entertainment—and about 
as new an idea as an amateur hour. 
Tony Martin opened by singing 
‘Tonight We Love,’ with Bobby 
Worth’s lyrics to a Tchaikowsky 
piano concerto. _Tchaikowsky has 
always been clickish, either straight 
or in pop form, so this was. clickish. 
Then Martin was m.c. and straight 
for Lahr’s familiar broad buffoonery, 
also clicking as always. Miss Ware 
gave a _metallic-voice, throbbing 
buildup to ‘Daddy’; Rose played a 
atisfying pop-classic, and Martin 
oined Miss Ware in ‘Perfidia’ for a 
closer. Billing mentioned Sam Per- 
rin as scripter, Herb Polesie as pro- 
ducer and Nat Goldstone as super- 
visor; he’s Martin’s Hollywood agent 


also. Frank Goss announced. 
Hobe. 

BERKSHIRE PLAYERS 

Film Dramatizations 

15 Mins. 

2:30 p.m., Wed. 

WABY, Albany 
Resident company of Berkshire 

Playhouse, standard strawhat at 


Stockbridge, Mass., is broadcasting 
dramatized excerpts from pictures 
mmediately prior to opening at 
rs Strand, Albany. Stunt is 
first of kind by professionals here- 
abouts. A two-way exploitation, it 
is also rather good radio fare for a 
small station, at an hour when 
women are chief listeners. 

William E. Barry, of Playhouse 
promotion staff, is air-credited as 
adapter for etherizing. Why names 
of the actors, particularly the leads, 
go unmentioned is a mystery. Pro- 
gram broadly showcases the picture, 
Ithough it is impossible to cram 
eature-length stories into 15 min- 
utes of miking. In the telescoping, 
some jerkiness is inevitable. Of two 
tabloids heard, that for ‘Bad Men of 

issouri’ was the smoother job. 
Manpower,’ also a WB release, was 
the other caught and several lines in 
it sounded a bit bold for radio. 

Jaco. 


BONNIE STUART 
Songs and Interviews 
15 Mins.; Local 
KEYSTONE AUTO CLUB 
Thurs., 10:30 p.m, 
KYW, Philly 
Bonnie Stuart, one of the better 
known canaries in_and around Philly 
via a long-time stint on the air and 
at various night spots, has a pleasant, 
ear-soothing set of pipes. Backed by 
KYW’s string ensemble, she gives 
out with a well-rounded concert of 
semi-classical and pop tunes. 
Feature of the program is the 
shifting of the point of origin each 
week to the floor of the various de- 
fense plants in this area. When 
caught Thursday (21), the show was 
ired from the Westinghouse plant. 
€ program winds up with an in- 
terview of a ‘typical defense workev’ 
and a community sing of the assem- 
bled employees. Bill Griskey is the 
announcer, with Donn Bennett con- 
ducting the interviews. 
how has a good listening audi- 
ence all built up, as it follows imme- 


iately after the Rudy Vallee-John | 


| ss program on NBC-Red. 
Shal. 


had been retabbed ‘Tour of | 
and turned out to be) 
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Food for Thought 


Good strategy this Fall 


calls for doing & big 


Aartford Market — and 
on Hartford’s No. he 
Test Station. de 
country’s leading Ae 
vertisers pipet te 
the point — by us! ; 

9 WDRC more than eve 
before! 
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‘THREE WISHES’ 

With Alfred Lunt, Lynn Fontanne, 
Paul Robeson, Russel Crouse, Moss 
Hart, Franklin P. Adams, Frank 
Sullivan, Carl Van Doren, Lyn 
Murray chorus and orch 

30 Mins. 

CBS FORECAST NO. 16 

Monday, 9 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
On its originality of conception 

and the value of big names, this No. 

10 of Columbia’s ‘Forecast’ series has 

commercial prospects. But using dif- 

ferent people every week, probably 
including non-performer personali- 
ties, it would be subject to perform- 
ance limitations. And, at least on 

the basis of Monday night’s (25) 

sample show, it would involve a pro- 

hibitive budget. Both of those fac- 
tors might be met, but they’re prob- 
lems. 

Idea of ‘Three Wishes,’ the brain- 
child of director George Zachary, 
is for some public figure to select a 
trio of things (or people) he’d like 
to hear on the air. For this show- 
case edition, Alexander Woollcott did 
the choosing and, since he is not well 
enough to accept radic dates him- 
self, Carl Van Doren was mc. 
Three bits were George S. Kauf- 
man’s old revue sketch, ‘If Men 
Piayed Cards as Women Do,’ with 
Moss Hart, Russel Crouse, Franklin 
P. Adams and Frank Sullivan as the 
cast; Paul Robeson singing ‘Some- 
times I Feel Like a Motherless Child’ 
from the Coast, and Alfred Lunt and 
Lynn Fontanne in the finale scene 
from Maxwell Anderson's ‘Elizabeth 
the Queen,’ in which they appeared 
for the Theatre Guild some years 
ago. 

It all provided distinctly absorbing 
and provocative _ listening. The 
Hart - Crouse - Adams-Sullivan team 
obviously lacked the _ professional 
trouping skill to give the Kaufman 
sketch its needed edge, being par- 
ticularly weak on timing and em- 
phasis of punch lines. Yet the boys 
avoided pounding or a natural im- 
pulse to play the femme dialog with 
a swish. 

Robeson’s singing was magnifi- 
cent, of course, and the Lunt-Fon- 
tanne pair again displayed their 
faultless team skill. Van Doren was 
a personable though occasionally un- 
sure m.c. 

George Faulkner’s script had a 
tasty satirical quality. Lyn Mur- 
ray’s score admirably suited the 
varied requirements of the show, but 
it seemed to be a mistake to have 
Irving Graham’s essential lyrics at 
the opening and close sung by the 


chorus (rather than solo), because 
of diction fuzziness. 

Considering the _ difficulties of 
handling such a show, Zachary’s 
production and direction were ex- 
pert. Hobe. 


‘THREE’S A CROWD’ 
With Leigh Stafford, Irene Field- 
house, Joan Bird, Rae Bezer, State 


Sisters (3), Al Burnett, Miff Ferry | 


Orchestra 
25 Mins. 
Friday, 10:20 p.m. 
BBC, London 

Show is introing a new talent 
lineup, Al Burnett alone having a 
radio background and m.c.ing here. 
Newcomer angle should earn 
acts plenty attention on this night 
spot; listeners probably are ennui’ed 
at the stuff customarily fed. Per- 
formers are pleasing and listenable. 

A studio show, consistent applause 
of audience tends to be annoying, 
with Al Burnett the worst offender 
in aiming his stuff and waiting for 
the hand music. Fellow is a smart 
gagster, easy working, but should 
sidestep that audience if he’s after 
listeners; they’re altogether too well 
rehearsed. Leigh Stafford works a 


pocket Harry Richman _ routine, 
talky-vocaling, but no pop tunes, 
leaving the latter to Irene Field- 


house, who warbles effectively. Staf- 
ford and the femme apparently work 
hand-in-hand with Bezer and Joan 
Bird, latter two on pianos; it’s a 
distinct unit, although coming over 


lanes; it’s Dixieland-ish in style, but 
ragged. For radio work 
the combination needs more 
together. Probably isn’t using more 
than six or seven pieces, and im- 


THEY’RE OFF 

Racing Chatter 

15 Mins.—Local 
SARATOGA RACING ASSN. 
9:15 a.m., M, to S. 

WOKO, Albany 


(Leighton & Nelson) 


Daily quarter-hour supplements 
one-minute announcements broad- 
cast here and in a number of cities as 
part of Saratoga track advertising. 
WABY, Albany, also airs a half-hour 
program, at noon. The time seems 
a poor one for chatter about day’s 
feature races, listing of entries for 
each event, jockeys’ weights, etc. It 
is too late to reach bulk of men 
dialers and is hardly slanted to hold 
close attention of women—not likely 
to be interested in details about 
horses and riders. . 

Hour being what it is, would ap- 
pear that chatter on femmes seen at 


the Spa, clothes they wore, etc., 
might well be included. A young 
lady teams with miker, but only 


on first and final plugs. Program is 
routine stuff, having no particular 
distinction in formation or presen- 
tation. Man heard on the chatter 
was obviously reading and not do- 
ing it too well. Transcribed music 
fills in Jaco. 


‘BROADWAY CALLING’ 

Music, Comedy, Songs 

With Jack Buchanan, Maggie Teyte, 
Malcolm McEachern, Stanley Hol- 
loway, Leslie Henson, Geraldo 
Orch 


| 30 Mins. 


i 





| 


the | — 


| 
| 





confusingly way announcement has 
it in matter of billing. Remaining 
act, The State Sisters, are a har- 
lamony trio who work sans orchestra 
Or accompaniment, and apart from | 
|it offer not much more than the | 
usual. 

Ferry’s outfit is new to the air- 


it’s likely | 


time 


pression is these could be moulded | 


into something really smooth, 





‘THERE’S SOMETHING NEW IN 

SWING’ 
30 mins. 
Thursday 3:30 p.m. 
BBC, London 

The tag on this one might be 
switched, for even over here there’s 
wings to swing. Session is a sweet- 
ly entertaining half-hour of dance 
music served by a first-class bunch 
of players; fiddles (2), viola, guitar, 
bass, piano and xylophone. They 
make use of some of Stepan Grap- 
peley’s arrangements and Moonan 
himself contributes his own num- 
‘bers where strictly pop stuff doesn’t 
lend itself to the treatment. ; 

Gene Pini seems to have a leading 
hand in the aggregation; he’s run- 
ning his own tango outfit in addition 
and may want to keep his name 
clear. His missus, ries: 
is also along for the vocals; girl is 
dependable and wise to the art of 
making a tune stick. 





Dorothy Carless, | 


Sunday, 10:40 p.m. 
BBC, London 


Something must have gone awry 
here, else Broadway called for longer 
than was expected. According to 
the announcement, NBC was not 
carrying this section of the two-way 
airer arranged between the official 
British government’ entertainment 
group for the services and Gertie 


Lawrence. Jack Buchanan injected 
ahead of his spot on the _ sched- 
ule to just say ‘Hello, Broad- 


way,’ a belated compliment to the 
performer who did his. song later. 
So the local air was invited to an 
overtime feast of vocalizing from 
basso Malcolm McEachern and _ so- 
prano Maggie Teyte. Vocalists had 
all the say on the show; Evelyn Laye 
did her warbling on the U. S. section, 
earlier. M.c.ing was Leslie Henson. 

Opera star Maggie Teyte’s ether- 
ing of ‘Ave Maria’ was brilliantly ef- 
fective; if simplicity can be high- 
lighted such was the treatment. Mc- 
Eachern’s was more like a welcome 
return to radio, since departure to 
soldiering of his partner in their 
vocal act, Flotsam and Jetsam. Pro- 
fundo singer has a solid following 
here. Stanley Holloway was in with 
one of his fave monologs around the 
guy with a musket; piece is okay 
stagefare, but too long for radio. 
Show would have benefited in bal- 
ance for the U. S. part if Buchanan’s 
item could have been included; his 
lightweight touch left impression it 
had a definite place there. 

Reception of the Broadway con- 
tingent was flawless and sans atmos- 
pherics all the way. 


THE ALDRICH FAMILY 

With Ezra Stone 

Comedy Serial 

30 Mins. 

POSTUM 

Thursday, 8:30 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York. 
(Young & Rubicam) 


General Foods brought back ‘The 
Aldrich Family’ to its regular NBC- 
Red spot Thursday night (21) after 








a four weeks’ vacation, and the re- 
sult was just so much slapstick ex- 
Ezra Stone, 
who meanwhile was drafted into the 
by 
special disposition of the divisional 


pertly woven together. 


Army, continues in the lead 
commander. He gets a one-day fur- 
lough for the broadcast. 

The program once took high rat- 
ing for its frequent glimpse into the 
curious facets of adolescent nature— 
the sort that tapped the nostalgic 
tear ducts as well as the funnybone 
—but now the series has a high 
C.A.B. rating but is low in quotas of 


sheer comedy invention or good 
character writing. All of which will 
likely have no effect whatever on 


the program’s popularity for some 
time to come. Momentum of. its 
past season’s appeal should be strong 
enough to carry it over the humps 
for another 26 to 39 weeks. 

What General Foods, which, in- 
cidentally, is plugging Postum on the 
program, may have to worry about 
is the reduced rating that may de- 
rive from the fact that there will be 
many more programs like it on the 
air this fall and winter. Counter- 
parts, for instance, are to be found 
in such newcomers as ‘Maudie’s 
Diary, ‘A Date with Judy’ and 
‘Claudia and David,’ and then there 
will be the other family sketches in 
which the central character is al- 
ways getting into some mess; namely 
‘One Man’s Family,’ ‘The Parker 
Family,’ ‘Mr. Meek, ‘Blondie,’ ‘Mr. 
and Mrs. North’ and ‘Bringing Up 
Father.’ These are all fundament- 
ally cut out of the same pattern. 

Odee. 


DESI HALBAN 
Operatic Singer 

15 Mins. 

Sustaining 

Saturdays 5:45-6 p. m, 
WEAF, New York 

Desi Halban, daughter of Selma 
Kurtz, is hardly as prodigal of her 
voice as was her late mother, who 
ranked as one of the world’s greatest 
opera singers of all time. The so- 
prano, however, possesses a _ light 
lyric voice of agreeable texture, used 
with fine artistry and appealing 
effect. 

In her first sustaining program she 
sang ‘Deh Vieni non tardar,’ from 
‘Nozze di Figaro,’ creditably, but 
without the fire the aria calls for. 
‘Obstination,’ by Fontenaille, went 
better. Best of the songs was ‘The 
Bird .in the Woods,’ by Taubert, a 
showpiece of the singer’s mother. 
Miss Halban sang a _ well-produced 
trill and held it for a dozen seconds 
for a click finish. Program should 
have a definite interest to classical 
music lovers, 


i 


| ‘BRIGHT HORIZON’ 

Seria) 

With Joseph Julian, Alice Frost, 
Santos Ortega, Sid Sloane, Chester 
Stratton, Marjorie Anderson, John 
Gart 

15 Mins. 

| LEVER BROS. 

| Mon.-Fri., 11:30 a.m. 

| WABC-CBS, New York 
(Young & Rubicam) 


| Lever Bros. appears to have a 
| likely bet in this show, based on the 
|Michael West character formerly 


|part of the ‘Big Sister’ series. Fore 
|mat of the show is a change from 
standard serials, while the West 
character is unusual and meaty. Be- 
cause the story is obviously going to 
get a completely new slant so as to 
; steer it away from the ‘Big Sister’ 
plot, it’s difficult to predict how good 
the yarn may be, but, on the basis of 
Monday's (25) debut, chapter ‘Bright 
| Horizon’ has definite prospects. 


| Full title of the program is ‘Bright 
| Horizon, the Story of Michael West.’ 
Takes the form of a first-person nar- 
native by the hero, a soft-hearted, 
| oatotie guy beneath his surface of 
|hard-bitten disillusionment. Narra- 
| tive fades quickly into dramatization, 
but cuts back for brief first-person 
|narration to afford scene changes. 
| Most of the initial episode was flash- 
| back to familiarize the listeners with 
| the story’s characters, situation and 
background. It was neatly tele- 
scoped, however, thereby quickly 
preparing to cut loose from its ‘Big 
Sister’ source and embark on a story 
line of its own. Characters, all but 
Michael apparently slated to fade 
from future scripts, are sharp, par- 
ticularly the hero. Dialog is good. 

Production, direction and perform- 
ances on the opener were excellent. 
Pacing and mood were nicely han- 
dled. Joseph Julian had the proper 
blend of bitterness and romantic 
softness as the hero, while Alice Frost 
was expressive and authoritative as 
Ruth Wayne, the title part of ‘Big 
Sister’ and set to fade from ‘Horizon’ 
pronto, Santos Ortega, Sidney 
Sloane and Chester Stratton were 
also convincing in supporting roles. 
John Gart’s organ bridges and cues 
were notably helpful. John M. 
Young is author and Henry Hull, Jr., 
directs. 

Balancing the presence of a man 
as the central character, Marjorie 
Anderson, instead of a male an- 
nouncer, reads the intros and com- 
mercials. It’s a welcome variation, 
besides which she handles the blurbs 
rather persuasively. Product on the 
regular 11:30 a. m. show is Swan 
soap, while on the 2 p.m. repeat to 











the Coast it’s Lipton’s tea. - Hobe. 
Regina, Sask.— Robert Buss, of 
CJOC, Lethbridge, Alta., added to 


CKCK, Regina, as associate of man- 
ager Jerry Gaetz. He replaces Bill 
Speers, moved to CKOC, Hamilton. 

Al Smith, sales manager of CKCK, 
Regina, moved to CFCT, Victoria, 
| B. C., and Vic Staples, of sales staff, 
he CJOC, Lethbridge. 
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‘Music Hall,’ popular BBC visual- 


audience feature designed for home | 
as well overseas reception, and | 
brought into the United Staies via 


Mutual, uncorked a brand of enter- , 
tainment probably best appreciated 
by vauceville lovers. It certainly | 
Was above par for early-afiernoon | 
(2:15-3. p.m., EDST) radio here. | 
Naturally, the 45-minute show was | 
more on the English music hall | 
style than that familiar to Ameri- | 
can vauce devotees, or ex-devotees. | 
Not as fast moving or as socky as an | 
American bill when vaudeville wes | 
vaudeville—even allowing for limi- 
tations imposed by aural rather than 
visual-aural reception. Two faults, 
if they might so be termed, were an 
Over abundance of singing and of 
‘propaganda.’ Every turn had a war 
song or reference to the conflict; one 
, extended ‘hands across the sea’ to the 
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| so relentlessly on their daily lives. 


U.S.A. Understandable that British | 
radio should be used to encourage | 
morale—pride in the armed forces | 
and the importance of civilians in | 
the war effort. However, an Amer- | 
might think English listeners | 
would weicome a momentary sur- 
cease or escape from what impinges 





Too, an instrumental or other-type 
act would have given a change of | 
pace to the first 30 minutes, Acts | 
apparently were all standard. 

Elisabeth Rethberg on Friday (22) 
concluded the seventh of her 10 
broadcasts of recitals over WOR. 
Series continues to be as interesting 
as ever, with the Met soprano sky- 
rocketing along in supurb voice. 
Program was highlighted by the 
singer’s exquisite mezza-voce in 
‘Lungi dal caro bene,’ and ‘Am- 
arilli, mia bella,’ as well as the flaw- 
less English diction in ‘Come Again 
Sweet Love’ and ‘Have You Seen 
But a Whyte Lillie Grow?’ A group 
of four Mahler lieder showed the 
singer’s fine shading and dynamic 
control, while her brilliant top voice 
showed up to best advantage in the 
little-known ‘Ebben, ne andro lon-. 
tana’ from ‘La Wally.’ 





‘Treasury Hour’ (CBS) was the 
source of much slick family en- 
tertainment last Wednesday night 
(20). Special kudos are due for the 
deft welding and balancing of the 
bill. Milton Berle was kept pretty 
busy, what with getting off a con- 
sistently funny monolog, function- 
ing as m.c. and joining Beatrice Kay 
in the takeoff of an oldtime vaude- 
ville song and patter team. On her 
own, Miss Kay treated the listeners 
to some swell chunks of ‘Gay Nine- 
ties’ vocal nostalgia and the same 
applied to the performance of her 
confrere in the ‘Gay Nineties’ act, 
Joe E. Howard, who again effectively 
led in one of his own songaiogs. 
Teamed up with a group of univer- 
sity professors and presidents, ‘Quiz 
Kids’ provided a rich mixture of 
academic amazement and laughs. 
Martin Gabel invested his recitation 
of Pericles’ ‘Address to the Return- 
ing Athenian Soldiers’ with fine dic- 
tion and a keen sense of the theme’s 
appeal to the intellect as well as the 
heart. The oration’s sentiments on 
democracy had a sound, contempo- 
rary ring. Robert Weede, Metro- 
politan baritone, gave a wealth of 
melodie lift to ‘Stout-Hearted Men’ 
when he took over for a brief in- 
ee shortly after the opening 
tem. 





‘Star-Spangled Banner’ series, on 
the NBC-Blue, took another step 
downward in the clambake class last 
Sunday night (24) with a dramatics 
piece tagged ‘The Pied Piper.’ Artie 
Shaw was brought in to blow the 
clarinet and play the part of an ex- 
con who made good in the dance 
band business. Though no shakes as 
an actor, Shaw was due a world of 
apologies for the pathetic caricature 
that the script posed. Also due lots 
of pity was Teddy Hart, star in sev- 
eral Broadway comedy hits, who in 
this thing had to struggle with the 
sorriest of would-be wisecracks. The ! 
sketch had him cast as a band leader | 
who discovered the great ‘Pied | 
Piper,’ but now reduced to whipping 
the stick in a beerhut. The plot itseif | 
proved a crazy hash of ancient de- | 
vices and absurdities. Louise Stan- 
ley and Jack Arthur were also among | 
the acting victims. 











‘Mandrake, the Magician,’ recorded 
three-a-week juve adventure series | 
on WOR, New York, took about half | 
one of its recent shows with an | 
account of the hero’s legerdemain | 
exhibition for ‘Ricky Blackburn and | 
bis pals,’ while the latter came 
through with phoney applause sound 
effects. Since virtually all magic is 
largely visual in effect, it made flat 
listening. Stanza burst into action 
suddenly near the close, however, 
, when mysterious culprits. appeared 
outside, the lights were doused and 
a shot was fired. Only partially suc- 
cessful hoke for the urchins. 


Don Morrison, actor, who formerly 
played accent parts on various dra- 
matic programs in Buenos Aires, 
provided a laughable and illuminat- | 
ing guest appearance August 13 on 
‘Hemisphere Review,’ via NBC-Blue 
(WJZ). After explaining his for- | 
mer activity: in the Argentine, | 
he spoke a few lines in appar- | 
ently okay Spanish, then  im- | 
personated an Argentinian speaking 
English, an Englishman speaking 
Spanish, a Frenchman speaking! 
Spanish, a Jap speaking Spanish and 
finally an American murdering 
Spanish. It was not only skillful 
and funny, but should have offered a 
useful comedown for superior-com- | 
plex Yankees. Others on the pro- | 
gram were Carol Dennison, who 
Sang-recited a satire of rhumba)| 








numbers; Dacita, singing a ballad in 
Spanish and explaining the differ-| 
ence in Latin-American native 
drums, and Louis Van Ruten in a 
snappy sketch about a native in 
Trinidad. 


Rinso-Spry’s Saturday morning 
vaudeville half hour is distinguished 
by invariably good acts and show- 
manly commercials as dramatized by 





} 


| diverting. 
|is good open-forum stuff. 


20 Winks 


The manner in which WEVD’s 
David Niles kicked around and 
virtually ridiculed a commercial 
reading for Servus Clothes, and 
the next night (Sunday) figura- 
tively insulted a telegram re- 
quest sender, by deriding the 
sender’s surname, was both a 
blot upon his station and the 
profession of radio announcing. 
It means that local executives 
hed better stay up once in a 
while to find out what goes on 
on New York's all-night stations 
_...Those tennis broadcasts last 
week from Brookline sounded 
so futile. Husing might just as 
well have been up at Colgate 
reporting the New York State 
chess championship. Tennis has 
still got some bums, but not 
Them Bums .... Horace Heidt 
may have another of those things 
to haunt you in his choral 6/8 
‘Momma’ . Bob Hawks is 
reaching so far for those gags 
they sound pretty tired by the 
time they get on the air.... 
Manhattan's daily matinee pho- 
nograph joust between Martin 
Block (WNEW) and Alan Court- 
ney (WOV) trips along. Both 
are now rating the records, 
Block acting as his own author- 
ity and Courtney using guest 
boards of judges. But Court- 
ney’s juries, consisting of music 
paper editors, bandleaders, etc., 
are not working out particularly 
well. It’s because all become 
stumble-tongued when asked 
why a record is bad, and inar- 
ticulate even in explaining why 
an orchestration is good. The 


resultant mental scene for the 
listener is a group wearing 
mackinaws and calked boots 


gathered for the logrolling. So 
Courtney may as well pin on a 
star and become his own sheriff 
.... The proof of the pudding 
on Cy Walter, pianist whom 
WOR has added to its all-night 
program, will be if he’s forced 


to go to a half hour. Station 
currently has him doing a 


nightly 15 minutes at 3:30. Sim- 
plifying the arrangements on 
those first choruses might help. 
Walter is not playing to black 
and white ties here. On this 
one it’s overails and pajamas... . 
Mutual has so many remote pick- 
ups in Jersey there must be a 


band under every _ stop-light 
over there. 
Shudders of the week: The 


alarming increase in traffic ac- 
cidents (over 16,000) as shown 
by National Safety Council fig- 
ures for the first six months of 
1941. Better roads. Better cars. 


‘GOING PLACES’ 
Music, Comedy, Songs 
With Jack Buchanan, Elsie Ran- 
dolph, William Kendall, Vincent 
Hoiman, Joan MacArthur, George 
Cross, Cavendish Three, Billy 
Ternent Orchestra 
30 Mins, 
Sunday, 9:30 p.m. 
BBC, London 
Smart half-hour would please more 
if given better spotting; right now 
it’s following a previous hour of 
comedy. It’s too late to swap the 
makeup of ‘Going Places,” since the 
series is from transcriptions made 
prior to Buchanan going on tour, and 
comedy is its definite trend. The 
writing was satisfactory, running to 
the care-free, but some gags were 
thrown away on this chapter through 
bad timing on part of show’s prin- 
cipals. 


A weekly, idea of show is to have 
its cast visit some new spot in their 
mythical world cruise. Here they 
were dropping in on New York. Di- 
alog sequences were woven in, main- 
ly with little regard for reason and 
sometimes thus a bit hazy as to how 
come things are what they are. 
More definite planting is needed. 
Buchanan gave a nice light touch to 
the proceedings, and got a lot of help 
from William Kendall. Joan Mac- 
Arthur had some good material as 
one of those annoying spinsters on 
shipboard. 

On the musical end, tunes were 
carried by Buchanan and Elsie Ran- 


dolph. A surprising aspect is that 
few, if any, really pop. melodies 
were included; those aired here 


carrying a distant vintage for pres- 
ent-day ears. This applies to vocals 
only; Ternent did his usual sound 
work. Spotted an hour later, show 
would benefit considerably. 


PR | 


‘FLIGHT TO THE SUN’ 


Dramatic 
With Hugh McDermott, Emma 
Trechman, Carl Carlisle, Paula 
Green 
30 Mins. 


Wednesday, 7 p.m. 
BBC, London 

Standard melodramatic stuff given 
a wartime tint and some swell play- 





ing. Philip Leaver’s script, includ- 
ing a couple of songs, was note- 
worthy in the crispness of its style, 
bit short on story elements, building 
well enough, but terminating in one 
large-size fizzle that must have 
pained many an ear. Yarn was the 
time-tried escape idea from Nazi 
domination, this time concerning 
capitulation of France. Leaver wove 
his characters into a set pattern, 
heading them for a Britisher’s yacht 
and eventual sanctuary in England. 
Each one of the parts was skilfully 


the play of fortune. It was too bad 
script could not promote a satisfac- 
tory curtain to this interplay of fate; 


once aboard the ilugger it was not 
even a case of ‘fancy finding you 
here.’ 


Hugh McDe.-:mott. from films, han- 
dled role of the Yank scribe who 





But the smashups keep mount- 
ing. How much have automo- 
bile radios to do with it? 








one or another of the variety ‘acts.’ 
Past Saturday’s lineup, batoned by 
D’Artega’s orchestra and emceed by 
Jim Ameche, had Dick Todd back in 
two slots; Joan Shea with Holiywood 
impressions; Sylvia Froos vocalizing 
‘Walking on Air,’ and okay; Al Stone- 
Letitia Lee, satirizing radio quiz 
shows; Tom Piper plugging the 
products; Bill Barr ditto; and Sam 
(Shlepperman ) Hearn with his 
standard dialectic comedy. 





*There’s Gold, If You Find It,’ an- 
other Saturday morning show, is im- 
proving. It’s a trivial type of par- 
ticipation show, seeking odd objects 
with a cash prize of from $5 to $13 
for certain articles, but it’s generally 
The clearing house idea 


‘Truth or Consequences,’ broad- 
casting. frem the~ stage of a Balti- 
more theatre, went in for consider- 


able horseplay, with a view to ‘scar- 


ing’ the victims, only to find that the | 
| ‘consequence’ is mild. 
egg-into-an-electr‘c fan was part of | 


Throwing-an- 


such buildup. This was frankly 
credited to Vartiety’s Ben Boer 
(Odec), whose review stated that 


T. or C. had done about everything 
but that, whereupon the sponsor 
seized upon the stunt and awarded 
Bodec $10 for the suggestion. 





Lanny Ross closed his program 
Thursday night (21) for Franco- 
American spaghetti with a shoddy 
presentation of a new tune, ‘Love 
Turns Winter Into Spring.’ Vocal 
arrangement lecked proper balance, 
and the choral backgrounding of the 
Smarties consequently sounded dis- 
cordant and intrusive. Ross and the 
orchestra were also off. 


Fort Worth—Roy 





Bond is latest 


addition to engineering department | 


of WBAP-WGKO. Bond comes from 
KFJZ here, replacing Gus Rountree, 
who becomes a radio inspector for 
FCC in New Orleans. 

George Cranston, genera] manager | 
of WBAP-KGKO, announces the ad- | 
dition of Maurice Steinberg to the | 
stations’ staff as music arranger 


has something on a French politi- 


bound up in the other, according to | 





cian, also escaping. He’s a smart 
voicer at this type of stuff and was 
entirely acceptable. Cute piece of 
| casting was that of Carl Carlisle, 
| whose forte is mimicry; player han- 
| , : 

dled a variety of Continentalisms 
| where story called for types. Paula 
|Green was the lady of questionable 


' virtue; she’s tied up with the French | 


falls for the virtuous 
is improving in radio 
smart performance 


|bigwig, but 

' e 

| scribe. Girl 
dramatics, a 


ee 


‘WHAT’S NEW AT NINE?’ 
Records, with Ted Campbell, Bob 

Harris 
GIMBEL’S DEPARTMENT STORES 
Monday through Saturday 9-9:30 a.m. 
WMCA, New York 

This program's effect is spoiled by 
the continual advertising plugs, 
which predominate and take up at 
least 10 minutes of the allotted 30- 
minute broadcast. The musical in- 
terludes, which include recordings 
of name bands, actually seem to get 
in the way of the advertising. 

Ted Campbell does the announcing 
and pushing of Gimbel’s, and Bob 
Harris, after a hurried sketch of 
news which lasts 15 seconds, fo'lows 
suite. 

Program is aimed at women only, 
and includes, among the advertising 
plugs, such articles as a French cake, 
a woman’s handbag and a boy’s 
leather jacket, all marked down es- 
pecially for the radio-listening audi- 
ence for the day of the broadcast 
only. Listeners are urged to hurry 
to the store or place an order by 
phone. 

Among bands heard were those 
of Horace Heidt and Guy Lombardo, 
with selections, when caught, run- 
ning the gauntlet from ‘Chopin's 
Fantasie Impromptu’ and the ‘Anvil 


Chorus’ from ‘Trovatore’ (both 
ja7zed) to hot swing. 
Program, as straight entertain- 


ment, lacks punch. 








ATLANTA 


CG Gort Industry Market 





Memo to Engraver: 


Please change above 


slug to read: 
“CEORGIA, A Fort 
Industry Market.”’ 


WAGA 


has been granted 





5000 WATTS FULL 
TIME PLUS A 





| here, and handled the song ‘In Spite 
lof It All,’ cleffed by Leaver. Other 
|players delivered satisfactorily. 
Constant impression while airing 
| was that ‘Flight to the Sun’ would 
| make worthwhile film fare. Its in- 
j}gredients are dependable, and 
Fanaa did a good job of building 
them up: all that’s wanted is a defter 
{hand with the story strings. 





‘UNDERSTUDY’ 
Dramatic 


Fyner, Leslie French 
40 Mins. 
Friday. 6:50 p.m. 
BBC, London 


Neatly constructed vehicle came 


With Stella Andrew, Lucy ” Van 


: 
| over as a genuine contribution, even | 


possibly+ the first piece of 
writing with definitely radio flavor. 
Scripters Beatrice Gilbert and Pris- 
cilla Shryver merit praise for their 
work. They ran into trouble only 
|on the time element, although it’s 
not unlikely piece was written for a 
half-hour, but drew an extra 10 
mins. from BBC. It was unfortunate, 
if such was the case. 

Simple yarn treated of the un- 
lucky sister. outshone and _ out- 
gloried in every attempt to equal 
her twin, who takes to imagination 


local | 





|as creating the desired picture of 
herself and eventually embraces re- 
| ality. Stella Andrew voiced the role 
; With appeal and charm. Lucy Van 
Ryner handled the up-and-coming 
sister; Leslie French clicked as the | 
; Shy boy friend who finally steers 
the suffering girl into getting the 
right view of herself. 

Certain stretches of dialog were 
too long and bogged the action, es- 
pecially the continued repetition of , 
school sequences, where the unlucky 
girl is reproved for not ‘being like 
her sister” Apart from this slack- ! 
ness in pace, piece registered for its | 
characterization and general con- | 
struction on sound radio lines. i 








GO-GETTIN’ NEW 
FREQUENCY 





dé 590 77 


(in operation soon) 
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Inside Stuff —Radio 


Coffee promotion campaign, in which Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt re- 
cently was enlisted as a microphone attraction, has some wheels within 
wheels that caused good-neighbor promoters to spend several uneasy 
nights. The State Department, it has just been learned, had a row over 
the radio series, which also was marked by strong agency rivalry and 
some pointed political whispering. 

Way the First Lady was enlisted in the movement has focused attention 
on David Hopkins, young son of the Lease-Lend administrator and former 
Federal relief administrator and Secretary of Commerce, who is supposed 
to have obtained her as the spieler. The diplomats were upset because 
not all coffee-producing countries of Latin America belong to the Pan- 
American Coffee Bureau and resentment was displayed by these outsiders. 
Guatemala squawked, while insinuations were made that heat was being 
applied to force the holdouts to join the outfit. Delicate balance of inter- 
national relations was further threatened when the cocoa and yerba mate 
growers muttered it is unfair for the President’s wife to plug one of sev- 
eral competitive beverages. 


Since all the arrangements had been made, there wasn’t much for the 
diplomats to do except give the radio series a belated blessing and then 
start soothing the Latin Americans. One version of the way the program 
was set up is to the effect that the Pan American Coffee Bureau was 
propositioned to shift its account on the strength of assurances that Mrs. 
F. D. R. would go on the air before she ever was sounded out on the idea. 








Something new in rewards to press-radio men was chalked up last 
Wednesday (20) when the Federal Communications Commission broke 
down and passed around large boxes of expensive Manila cigars to all 
WJSV, Washington, engineers, production men, announcers and others who 
took part in the broadcast over the CBS network of Joaquin M. Elizalde, 
Philippine commissioner in Washington. 


Scribes and radio men occasionally snaffle a solitary weed at some press 
conferences, but the practice is not common and the newsmongers have 
never before received a package of cigarettes—let alone a whole box of 
perfectos—while on duty. 





Mars Candy is introducing a new confection Sept. 1 to be known as ‘Dr. 
I. Q. Bar.’ Seeking to take advantage of the popularity of the two shows 
it sponsors ‘Dr. 1. Q.,’ and ‘Dr. I. Q. Jr.,’ Mars Co. has been experimenting 
with various flavor combinations for some time, and just this week arrived 
at the right combination. 

Grant Agency of Chi handles the two quiz shows for Mars, and will lay 
out publicity campaign on the new confection. 

Mars has renewed its NBC-Red web for the Monday night Dr. I. Q’ 
program. The new paper calls for 89 stations across the nation, starting 
Aug. 25 and running for 52 weeks. 





Nathan H. David, another of the bright young New Deal barristers, 
who for some time was buffer for FCC Chairman James L. Fly, has shifted 
to the new Information Coordination agency headed by Col. William J. 
(Wild Bill) Donovan. David, a 28-year-old Massachusetts resident, be- 
came assistant to Fly in 1939 and last year—despite protests the appoint- 
ment violated civil service regulations—became a member of the commish 
legal staff. Most recently he has been chief of the litigation section. 





Bid of KWK, St. Louis, for a switch to 680 k.c. with 50,000 watts be- 
came complicated last week, when word was received by the Federal 
Communications Commission that a petitioner for this same wavelength 
has suddenly popped up in Mexico. KPO, NBC’s red outlet in San Fran- 
cisco, now occupies this channel. 





Harold Goodman has returned to station WHO, Des Moines, Iowa, after 
completing a picture, ‘Saddle Mountain Roundup,’ with the Range Busters 
in Hollywood. World premiere of the picture will be in Marshalltown, 
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'much of the rise is d 


NBC ADDS 14 
MORE oTATIONS 


Outlets in Six Central Ameri- 
can Countries Are Plus 
21 Mexican Affiliates An- 
nounced Last Week—Get 
60% of Card Rate 





CBS MARKS TIME 





NBC yesterday (Tuesday) an- 
nounced the second leg in its Pan- 
American Network. This time it 
was 14 stations in six Central Ameri- 
can countries. Last week NBC re- 
leased a list of 21 Mexican affiliates. 
Meanwhile, CBS is marking time 
with its own Latin-American setup, 
explaining that actual operations in 
that field will have to wait until its 
new shortwave transmitter gets on 
the air. The date for such event had 
been announced as Sept. 1, but be- 
cause of OPM priorities delivery has 
been put off for another 30 to 60 
days. 

NBC’s Central American leg takes 
in Costa Rica, Panama, El Salvador, 
Nicaragua, Guatemala and Honduras. 
It was stated yesterday by NBC that 
the contracts which John F. Royal, 
v.p. in charge of the international 
relations department, worked cut 
with the Central American and Mex- 
ican group, provide that they may 
pick up and rebroadcast sustaining 
programs at no charge to them. On 
commercial programs the Latin- 
American affiliates get 60% of the 
rate card, with 15% deducted by the 
network and another 15% by the ad 
agency. 

The Mexican affiliations had been 
arranged through Don Emilio Ascar- 
raga, head of XEW, which operates 
now at 100,000 and is due to go to 
200,000 watts. Royal, who has been 
on a tour of South and Central 
America for some time, was joined 
last week in Colon by Charles W. 
Horn, assistant v.p. in the interna- 
tional relations department. 


Can. Nixes Radio 
Giveaways For 
Hypoing Prices 








Montreal, Aug. 26. 

Sponsored radio giveaways are 
out in Canada for the duration, ac- 
cording to information from Cana- 
dian Broadcasting Corp. sources, ex- 
cept where sponsored by American 
companies and piped into the Do- 
minion. First to get the ukase are 
the ‘Big Three’ milling companies, 
Maple Milling, Western Canadian 
and Robin Hood, which throughout 
current year have been in cut-throat 
competition every week, with cash 


prizes running into thousands of 
dollars each. 
Price of flour has jumped 10 to 


15% within last month or so and it 
felt in Government circles that 
ue to heavy 
lradio expenditures. Newspaper ad- 
| vertisements will also be cut. 
Programs will not be suspended 
in any of above instances, but will 
be limited to the domestic market 
with no cash awards involved. 


XEAW in New Quarters 


Mineral Wells, Texas, Aug. 26. 

The largest licensed power broad- 
casting system in the western hemis- 
phere, station XEAW, will go onthe 
air in its new building just south- 
west of the city limits of Reynosa, 
Mexico, this week. XEAW has a 
licensed power of 200,000 watts and 
will have a sister station of 100,000 
watts in operation within six weeks. 

tation is owned by Carr P. Collins 
and was purchased from Dr. John 
R. Brinkley 


is 








PAN-AMER. NET SPREADS 
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FCC Modifies Rules So DX-ers 
Can Escape Jamming by Axis 


Making Sure 


Mexico City, Aug. 26. 
‘National Hour,’ the radio broad- 
cast that the Federal Government 
presents throughout Mexico every 
Saturday and which is a highly po- 
tent means for getting across official 
information and propaganda to an 





Washington, Aug. 26. 

Complaints that Axis. transmitters 
are jamming programs of U. S. in- 
ternational stations have brought 
countermoves by the Federal Com- 
munications Commission that will 
enable the American short-wavers to 
do a better job of spraying South 
America. 

With the explanation that recep- 


: 7 tion of U. S. signals i > j ( - 
estimated audience of 3,000,000, is ee ae i aatoee te ben 


now carried on a web of 26 stations. |}2. modified its rules to allow the 


Mexico has 104 active radio sta- | DX plants here to use more than one 
tions, but only 26 participate in the | frequency. The plants, which the 
‘Hour’ because of their potency, at |Commish two years ago said ought 
least over 5,000 watts each. The | to carry programs promoting good 
Government wants this program to/| will and ‘reflecting’ American cul- 
be high powered. ture, henceforth can have more than 
one channel in order to escape the 
interloping German and Italian sta- 











AUSSIE CLERIC SLAPS tions. Also, more than one Amer- 
fican outlet can use the same fre- 

RADIO’S POOR TASTE wn’ simultaneously for broad- 
|casts to different portions of the 


| globe. 
, The Commish was careful not to 
Hobart, Tasmania, Aug. 8. put the finger on the Axis, but justi- 
Very Rev. Dean Green, adminis- | fies its new policy with comment 
trator of St. Mary’s Cathedral, told | that present world conditions require 
a committee probing radio that all|the U. S. to be ‘well represented’ in 
broadcasting stations pandered to} short-wave operations and capable 
the lower tastes, stating that jazzand!of rendering ‘adequate service’ to 
crooning constituted an opium for |foreign listeners. The FCC added 
the public. Green intimated that all | significantly that ‘expansion of inter- 
stations should try and educate the national broadcast facilities in other 
| 








public to appreciate good music. |countries has resulted in consider- 
Slapping the Australian Broadcast- | able and increased interference to 
ing Commission, national air opera- | the transmissions of U. S. stations to 
tors, Green told the committee that | other nations. 
a show titled ‘Out of the Bag’ would 
be better described as ‘Out of the 
Rubbish Tip.” ‘Bag’ presently is re- 
garded as the top revue on the ABC 


Miliza Korjus to S. A. 
Miliza Korjus, coloratura soprano, 
| who made several appearances on 


loop, employing top-grade Aussie | | the Maxwell House Coffee program 
players, with Wilfred Thomas as| When Metro produced it, has been 

compere, and running 60 minutes on | Set for a series of bro-dcasts on 
weekly schedule. | Brazil and Argentina broac-asts. She 


leaves by plane from Miami Sept. 14. 

| Dates were arranged by Pan-Ameri- 
Victor Sylvester uncovers his ball- | can Enterprises. 

room technique on the air; BBC giv- She will also go p.a.s in S. A. 

ing him a 30-min. session, known as| Miss Korjus was formerly under 

‘Dancing Club.’ loosen to Metro. 
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Michigan's 
Greatest Star 


Michigan's 
Greatest Station 


WIHK 


THE GOODWILL STATION 


BASIC STATION... COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM 
G. A. Richards, Pres. * Leo Fitzpatrick, Vice Pres. 
Edward Petry & Company, inc., National Representztive 
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Radio's Fight on Multiple Ownership 
Rules to Centre on ‘Loose Verbiage 
Rather Than the General Princip! 





Washington, Aug. 26. | 

Fight against the proposed FCC | 
limitation on multiple ownership 
apparently will take the form of a) 
major assault on the phraseology in | 
the proposed rule slated for exam- 


ination at oral argument Oct. 6. So 
far, though the summer doldrums | 
undoubtedly have delayed crystal- 
lization of feeling, there is no evi- 
dence of an all-out war against the | 
general principle. Rather, the pro-| 
tests will be against sloppy verbiage, | 
which may or may not be a smoke- 
screen to conceal a drive at certain 
individuals or corporations. 

Though there may be some con- 
nection between the multiple-own- | 
ership regulation and the still-in- | 
effective monopoly reforms, the for- | 
mer issue is being treated as en- 
tirely separate from the row over 
chain regulation. The Commish | 
proposal to forbid the same person | 
or group to control more than one | 
station in an area admittedly ties | 
into the social and economic objec- | 
tives of the Commish majority, but | 
at the same time the general idea | 
has the backing of the two dissent- | 
ers—Commissioners T. A. M. Craven 
and Norman S. Case—who would | 
not go along on the drastic i 


botens regarding chain operation. 
Chief reaction to date is that the | 
Commish lawyers were careless or | 
else did not understand the wishes | 
of the regulators and ignored vari- | 
ous practical aspects of broadcast- | 
ing. Some observers see a diaboli- | 
cal design in the criticized language | 
but these are distinctly a minority. | 
The strongest complaint is against 
use of the words ‘substantial portion | 
of the area served’ and failure to/| 
specify how the area is to be de- 
termined. , 
Rule Loosely Drawn 


Many industry figures concede it 
is desireable to forbid any single 
individual or group to have more 
than one outlet in a particular mar- 
ket, but few persons in broadcasting 
ranks have gone so far as the pro- 
posed rule might permit. Admin- 
istered overzealously, the suggested 
regulation could be used to prevent 
a 50 kw station owner from having 
another outlet within hundreds of 
miles. The rule doesn’t say whether 
the ‘area’ is primary or secondary, 
nor does it take into account cases 
of minor overlapping where there 
is no serious duplication. 

There are numerous instances of 
how such a loosely-drawn regula- 
tion could inflict severe injury if 
applied thoughtlessly. Typical ex- 
ample is that of John Shepard, 
whosé Boston clear-channel station 
can be heard in Providence, where 
he has a regional. Though Boston 
and Providence universally are re- 
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| minority of the whole, 


garded as different markets, the rule 
might be construed to force the Bay 
State operator to unload WEAN, 
Providence, as well as WAAB, Bos- 
ton. Ditto with others like Don Lee 
in California, King-Trendle in Michi- 


| gan, and Amon Carter in Texas. 


Even if the Commish uses primary 


| service as the measuring rod for de- 


termining when multiple ownership 
violates public interest, a large num- 
ber of transmitters would have to 
go on the auction block.. Of course, 
NBC will be hit by the proposed ban 
on dual networks, notwithstanding 
what's done about multiplicity, but 
a host of prominent figures, many of 
them pioneers, would be victims. 
Including Powell Crossley in Cin- 
cinnati, Jesse Jones in Texas, Shep- 
ard, Buffalo Evening News, United 


| Broadcasting Co. in Cleveland, 
Westinghouse in Fort Wayne, the 
Cowles interests in Des Moines, 
Scripps-Howard in Memphis, the 


| Portland Oregonian, and Earl An- 


thony in Los Angeles. 

Fewer objections have been raised 
though this is no measure of in- 
dustry feeling, to the Commission 
proposal to interpret ‘control’ as 
used in the anti-monopoly com- 
mandments. In view of some of the 
fantastic lengths to which the Com- 
mish accountants went in preparing 
their list of stations with newspaper 
connections, industry people are un- 
easy about the idea of letting the | 
regulatory body decide who has |} 
‘working control.” Argument un- | 
questionably will be advanced that | 
the test of control should be more | 
precise, either by specifying majority 
ownership or possession of a bigger | 
block of stock than any other in- | 
vestor, even though it still may be a | 





Bottler Buys Outdoor 
Sports Show on WCCO 


Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 

Jacob Ries Bottling Co., Shakopee, 
Minn., will sponsor a Jimmy Rob- 
inson’s ‘Sports Show’ to be aired 
over WCCO on a 15-minute spot at 
10:45 p.m. Thursdays. 

Robinson, who is Star Journal out- 
door editor and also hunting, trap 
shooting and skeet editor of Sports 
Afield, will devote his broadcasts en- 
tirely to fishing and hunting news. 


Milw. Grid Games Sold 


Milwaukee, Aug. 26. 

Deal was closed this week where- 
by WEMP will broadcast all games, 
both at home and abroad, played by 
the Milwaukee Chiefs in the Ameri- 
can Pro Football League, starting 
Sept. 7, under sponsorship of the 
Taylor-Button Fuel Co. 

Announcing will be done by 
Mickey Heath and Charley La 
Force, who all summer have han- 
dled the baseball broadcasts of the 
Milwaukee Brewers’ games spon- 
sored by General Mills. 











Sells Inquiring Mike 
Des Moines, Aug. 26. 


Johannes Steel Will 
DX to S.A. in Spanish 


Johannes Steel, WMCA, N. Y., 
news commentator, begins a series of 
Spanish language broadcasts Friday 
| (29) beamed at South. America, via 
DxX’er WRUL, Boston. Series will 
be weekly, 8:45-9 p.m., sustaining. 
Steel speaks Spanish fluently, having 
been S.A. correspondent for Euro- 
pean papers for several years. 

Once the Spanish programs get 
underway, the commentator intends 
|inaugurating a similar series to be 
|'aimed at France, in French. Steel’s 
' stuff is sponsored for local consump- 
| tion, via WMCA, by Modern Indus- 
| trial Bank. 
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men aes 
the tax spotlighted by the opponents. 
|Other reasons given for letting 
| broadcasters off were the industry's 
| generosity toward Government pro- 
| grams, the loss on public service fea- 
i tures, the inability to pass the tax on 
lto others, and the danger that em- 
ployment and business volume will 
decline. 

Fly’s Defense of Radio 


Leading the attack, Fly admonished 
the solons not to forget that radio 
station owners also pay income and 
excess-profit taxes. Even the $4,500,- 
000 to $5,000,000 ‘net’ yield from the 
House-proposed levy is a ‘substantial’ 
sum to an industry like broadcast- 
ing, the FCC chairman pointed out. 
Especially in view of the heavy fixed 
costs for studios, lines and talent, the 
danger of less advertising due to the 
defense program and interruption of 








| and showed gratitude for the amoun 


normal business, and the competition 
with other media. He stressed the 
‘subsidy’ enjoyed by newspapers in 
the form of below-cost postal rates 
t 
of time stations and networks devote 
to war broadcasts, Government pro- 
grams, and related public service 
features. 

On the basis of latest FCC figures, 
the tax under the House bill would 
involve $12,639,486, Fly stated. Nine 


chains, including regionals, would 
pay $7,815,000. From 224 individual 
transmitters, the Treasury would 


grab $4,823,790. 

Principal industry case was made 
by Alvord, one of the nation’s most 
famed tax lobbyists who was hired 
hastily by NAB to pull the chestnuts 
out of the fire. After broadcasters’ 
labor friends had told why they fear 
the levy, the former Treasury un- 
dersecretary unbundled legal argu- 
ments, history, and statistics to dis- 
suade the solons. 

Any levy on gross receipts is fun- 
damentally unsound, violating a 
long-standing Federal tradition, Al- 
vord reminded the senators. It over- 
looks entirely the established ability- 
to-pay theory. Furthermore, it is a 
move toward restricting free speech 
and dessemination of information, 
which would be bad even if all 
forms of advertising were included. 

Going into details, the NAB mouth- 
piece pointed out that one unidenti- 
fied network now making a return of 
9% would lose money if forced to 
hand over the amount required un- 
der the House-approved bill. The 
tax cannot be passed on, as is done 
with liquor, cigaret, amusement and 
other levies, he @xplained. 

Collateral protests were registered 
by Emily Holt on behalf of AFRA; 


—_— 
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Dale Morgan’s inquiring 
phone for KSO has been sold to the 


| Inland Milling Co. 


Will start at the Iowa State fair, 
| with Morgan interviewing from dif- 
| ferent spots on the grounds. 











By JANE WEST 


NOW 


RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 


FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 
[AUGHTER TEARS ano H{EART-THROBS 





LISTEN TWICE DAILY 


NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M., EDST 


WABC—5:30-5:45 EDST—CBS 
COAST TO COAST 


Dir. COMPTON ADVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT. ED WOLF—RKO BLDG, NEW YORK CITY 


micro- | 


Lawson Wimberly, for the Interna- 
|tional Brotherhood of Electrical 
| Workers; former Federal Radio Com- 
|missioner Harold A. LaFount, as 
| head of National Independent Broad- 
| cians” prexy, and Maurice Lynch, of 
| the Chicago Federation of Labor. All 


| pulled the stops on the discrimina- | 


tion objection, raising the spectre of 
|curtailed operations leading to less 
employment. 


St. L. Ad Club vs. Tax 
St. Louis, Aug. 26. 
A beef, in resolution form, against 
the proposal of Congress to’ tax radio 
and outdoor advertising, was 
launched here last week by the Ad- 
vertising Club of St. Louis, which 
sent copies of the protest to all Mis- 
souri senators and representatives 
and also to members of the House 
Ways and Means Committee and the 
Senate Finance Committee. 
Advertising itself should not be 
taxed, according to the resolution, 
‘because, advertising being a form 
of selling, this proposed tax would 
retard the flow of merchandise.’ 





Nashville—Robert Karnes is now 
announcer at WSIX. Comes from 





Los Angeles. 


National Biscuit On 
KLZ; Dr. Caldwell 
Blurbs to KFEL 


Denver, Aug. 26. 
KLZ clinched 143 quarier-hour 
sales during the past week, to two 
accounts, KFEL signed one account 
for 117 quarter-hours, and KOA sold 
125 quarter-hours to one client. 


KLZ: Graham Furniture Co., 
| through Robertson agency, 78 quar- 
iter-hours; National Biscuits Co., 
through McCann-Erickson, 65 quar- 
ter-hours; Union Pacific Railroad, 
through Caples agency, 27 announce- 
ments; Montgomery Ward, 13 spots; 








Hugh M. Woods Co., 312 announce- 


| ments; Chatham blankets, through M. 


H. Hackett, 78 announcements; In- 
‘terstate Distributing Co., through 
Driver agency, 28 spots; Kortz-Lee 
Jewelry Co., through Ted Levy, 78 
announcements; Mars Oil Co., 52 
spots; Reader’s Digest, through 
BBD&O, 26 spots. 

KFEL: Rainbow Ballroom, through 
Robertson agency, 117 quarter-hours; 
Veto Cabaret, 13 spots; Mountain 
States Telephone & Telegraph Co., 
13. announcements; Kramer’s Book 
Store, six spots; Histex Corp., 
through United Adv., 78 announce- 
ments; Denver Dry Goods Co., three 


announcements’ daily, one year; 
Chase Candy Co., through Potts- 
Turnbull, 26 announcements; Bell 


Tailors, through Earl A. Pivan, 100 
announcements; Dr. W. B. Caldwell 
Co., through Sherman & Marquette, 
eight announcements weekly, three 
months. 

KOA: The Pen Man, through 
United Adv., 24 quarter-hour news; 
Denargo Market, through Caples 
agency, 24 station breaks; Hamilton 





| 


| casters; James C. Petrillo, the musi- | 


| 


Furs, through Robertson agency, 
seven spots; Johnson & Johnson, 
through Ferry-Hanly, 170 station 


breaks; Barnett Fuel Co., through 
Max Goldberg, 312 one-minute an- 
nouncements; Ralston Purina Co., 
through Gardner Adv., 126 quarter- 
hours; Potter Drug & Chemical Co., 
through Atherton & Currier, 624 one- 
minute announcements; Simoniz, 
through Geo. H. Hartman, one sta- 
tion break; Kerr Glass Mfg. Co., 
through Raymond -R. Morgan, 40 an- 
nouncements; O’Cedar Corp., through 
H. W. Kastor, 65 announcements; 
Shaeffer Pen Co., through Russel M. 
Seeds, 30 station breaks. 








| Comparative Unit Count | 

% of 

Aug. 23. Aug. 16. Change. 

Network 7,820 7,805 + 02 

EMORE osc 6,030 5,953 + 13 

Nat’l Spot.. 2,511 2,380 + 5.5 

. aaer 16,361 16,238 + 06.8 

(Included: KFEL, KLZ, KMYR, 
KOA, KVOD) 





Scrap Old WCAU Tower 


Philadelphia, Aug. 26. 

The 500-foot transmitting tower of 
WCAU at Newtown Square, Pa., 
was torn down last Wednesday (20) 
and the 35 tons of steel cut up and 
sold to several national defense 
plants. The tower became obsolete 
when the station opened its new 
$200,000 -transmitting station at 
Moorestown, N. J. 

The demolition of the old tower, 
built at a cost of $25,000 in 1932, 
was filmed by newsreels and wit- 
nessed by a crowd of nearly 3,000. 





Miles Buys Barn Dance 


Des Moines, Aug. 26. 
Miles Laboratories (Alka-Seltzer) 
| will sponsor a half hour of the Iowa 
Barn Dance Frolic this winter. 
This is the first time Miles has been 
| represented on the WHO stage-broad- 
cast. 





V; HR. PGMS. FOR 
QUAKER OATS 
TO WEBR 


Baltimore, Aug. 2. 

Everything about the same here in 
these days of maximum summertime 
lethargy. Some renewals and con. 
tinued quarter-hour buying helping 
some. 

WFBR: American Chicle, through 
Badger, Browning & Hershey, six 
15-minute programs a week for one 
year; Embros Wine, via Courtland D, 
Ferguson, seven nighttime spots a 
week; Quaker Oats, through Ruth. 
rauff & Ryan, five quarter-hour air. 
ings a week; Mill End Shop, through 
Katherine Mahool, seven spots a 
week; Jay Allen Furriers, through 
Maurice Chessler, 24 spots a week. 

WCAO: Hub Department Store, 
through Louis Schecter, spots: Koes- 
ter Bakery, through Carroll Jones, 
renewed 264 spots and 200 a.m. clock 
announcements. 

WCBM: Embros Wine, through 
Courtland D. Ferguson, 300 spots. 

— 








| Comparative Unit Count 





% of 
Aug. 23. Aug. 16. Change. 
Network .. 7,585 7,505 +1.0 
Local ..... 4,776 4,728 +1.0 
Nat’l Spot.. 1,919 1,944 —1.3 
Total ...... 14,280 14,209 +0.5 
(Included: WBAL, WCAO, WCBM, 
WFBR) 





Texas Beer Co. Buys 


$25,000 in Radio Time 


San Antonio, Aug. 26. 

One of the largest deals for local 
radio time was closed by the Conroy 
Agency for the Lone Star Beer Co. 
of this city. Deal calls for an out- 
lay of $25,000 for the coming year, 
starting Sept. 1. 

Every 30 minutes of the broadcast 
day there will either be a spot an- 
nouncement, or a quarter-hour pro- 
gram on some one station here de- 
voted to Lone Star Beer. 

Station KTSA will broadcast a se- 
ries of parades throughout the day 
starting with.the Women’s Parade 
which is to be aired Monday through 
Friday. 


Luden’s Chainbreaks 


Luden’s Coughdrops makes an- 
other account that has entered the 
chainbreak field. It’s buying such 
announcements across the board at 
the rate of six a week and for 20 
weeks, starting with the shift to 
standard time (Sept. 29). 

Mathes is the agency. 














Cereal Sets ‘Uncle Ray’ 


Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 

Sim Cereal company of Minneap- 
olis has bought the ‘Uncle Ray’s 
Comic Strip’ program heard on 
WCCO Sundays from 8:30 to 9 a.m. 

George Grim, Star Journal radio 
director, will continue to portray 
‘Uncle Ray’ and there will be plugs 
in that newspaper’s comic section 
and children giveaways as part of 
the merchandising campaign. 
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ing Co. Buys ‘Lone Ranger’ On 
KHJ; Insurance Concern to KNX 








Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 
Another upturn, after a slight set- 
back last week, sends figures in all 
departments on the upgrade again. 
Plus signs in network, local and na- 


tional spot categories augur well for | 


the coming season, total running up 
to 18,016 units, as compared with 
17,739 last week. 


KNX came through with the sale 
of 39 half-hour programs, ‘Cavalcade 
of California,’ to the Title Insurance 
& Trust Co. as am institutional plug, 
with another good-sized chunk of 
business going to KHJ in 52 half-hour 
programs for P, E. Gardner and 156 
half-hour ‘Lone Ranger’ shows for 
Inter-State Bakeries. 

KHJ: Vitapep, 13 participations 
on ‘Eddie Albright’ through Ceasana 
& Associates; Gillette Safety Razor 
Co., one hour on Mutual net Tuesday, 
Aug. 26, Maurello-Lesnevich fight. 
through Maxon, Inc.; P. E. Gardner, 
52 half-hour broadcasts, local, through 
Allied Advertising Agencies; Inter- 
State Bakeries Corp., 156 half-hour 
programs, ‘Lone Ranger,’ thrdugh 
Scholtz Adv.; Pacific Greyhound Bus 
Co., 52 quarter-hour broadcasts, ‘Ro- 
mance of the Highway,’ through 
Beaumont & Holman; Pioneer Build- 
ers, 26 five-minute broadcasts, ‘Pio- 
need Builders,’ local, through Smith 
& Bull. 


KNX: Title Insurance & Trust Co., 
39 half-hour broadcasts, ‘Cavalcade 
of California,’ through Buchanan & 
Co.; Pierce Bros., four 15-minute 
broadcasts, through Philip J. Meany; 
Nowell Bldg. Co., six participations, 
through I. F. Wallin. 

KFI: Wyvernewood, six participa- 
tions, 
Downtown Dollar Day, 12 participa- 
tions and 14 announcements, direct. 

KECA: Employment, 65 quarter- 
hour broadcasts; through Allied; 
Downtown Dollar Day, 19 announce- 
ments, direct. 





Comparative Unit Count 


% of 


| 





Aug. 23. Aug. 16. Change. | 


Network .. 11,872 11,736 +1.1 
Local 4,574 4,435 +3.1 
Nat’l Spet.. 1.570 1,566 + 0.02 
Sener 18,016 17,739 +1.5 


(Included: KECA, KFI, KHJ, KNX) 


E-Z CUT HAMS USES 
STORE QUIZ VIA WCAU 


Philadelphia, Aug. 26. 

Morrell E-Z Cut hams last week 
purchased a series of store quiz 
shows to run three times weekly for 
13 weeks over WCAU. The show 
will be tabbed ‘The Missus Goes-A- 
Shopping’ and will be 
transcriptions made by the mobile 
unit from various ‘super markets’ in 








the Philly area, with women shop- | 


pers participating on 
and answer bee on 
The deal was set 
Hurst & McDonald. 

Another contract signed last week 
was for 13 30-minute programs fea- 


the question 
public events. 


turing Dale Carnegie, by the Inter- | 


national Correspondence Schools. 
Show is to start Sept. 18. 

Other new business reported at 
WCAU: Beech-Nut Packing (gum 
ané soups), 180 spot announcements, 
through Newell-Emmett; Reader’s 
Digest, 26 spots, through BBD&O 

WIBG: King Clothing Co., six 15- 
minute newscasts weekly (13 weeks3; 
Morris Gold (furrier), 15-minute 
participation on recorded show. 





l Comparative Unit Count — 





% of 
Aug. 23. Aug. 16. Change. 
Network 9,158 9,365 —2.2 
SS ae 19,520 20,253 —3.6 
Nat'l Spot.. 5,336 5,241 +18 
ae 34,014 34,859 —2.4 


‘Included: KYW, WCAU, WDAS, 
WFIL, WIBG, WIP, WPEN) 


K.&E. Buying Transcribed 
Plugs for Three Firms 


Kenyon & Eckhardt agency is 
Placing transcribed announcements 
for Quaker State Oil at the rate of 
three-a-week, beginning Sept. 15. 








and Kellogg’s. 


+ 
» 
| 
i 


through Elwood Dobinson; | 


aired from | 


through Henri, | 


DES MOINES DROPS 








Des Moines, Aug. 26. 


walk after the previous week’s spurt 
of speed. All categories were af- 
fected, with local and national spot 
biz showing the greatest losses. 











| Comparative Unit Count | 
% of ° 

Aug. 23. Aug. 16. Change. 

Network 7,134 7,155 —0.3 
Local ..... 3,468 3,553 —2.3 
Nat’l Spot.. 2,841 2,915 —2.5 
OGRE occcsss 13,443 13,623 —1.3 


(Included: KRNT, KSO, WHO) 


B’klyn Strand’s Live 
Stage Shows Will Be 








The Brooklyn Strand theatre’s 
policy of live stage shows which 
start this Friday, August 29, will be 
plugged on WNEW’s ‘Dance Parade’ 
program beginning immediately. The 


Monday through Saturday for a 
period of 13 weeks and was placed 
direct by the Fabian Brooklyn thea- 
tres owners of the Brooklyn Strand. 

WMCA: Austin Nichols Co. (wine), 
through Alfred Lilly, nine announce- 





ald Gray Barnhouse, direct, half-hour 
once a week, 12 weeks; Peter Breidt 
Brewing, through A. W. Lewin, half- 
hour once a week, 26 weeks; Craw- 
ford Clothes, two-week extension of 
|current contract, through Al 
Lefton; Empire Gold Buying Corp.., 
|through Friend Adv., 
|present announcement schedule for 
duration of 27-week contract; Hoff- 
man Beverage Co., through BBD&O, 
'10-week renewal of announcement 
schedule; Kellogg Co., through Ken- 
|yon & Eckhardt, five-week renewal 
|of announcements, 10 a week. 


| Mist), through Chas. W. Hoyt, ‘Make 
| Believe Ballroom,’ quarter-hour 
'three times a week, 13 weeks; Lester 
Piano Co., through P. R. Manfre, 
quarter-hour six times weekly, 20 
| weeks; Brunswick Laundry, 25 an- 
{nouncements weekly, 13 weeks: 
| Vogt’s Philadelphia Scrapple, through 
'The Clements Co., ‘Make Believe 
Ballroom,’ quarter-hour three times 


weekly, 26 weeks; Goldenberg Pea- | 


inut Chews, through The Clements 
Co., 26 announcements weekly, 26 
weeks: Beech-Nut Packing, through 
Newell-Emmett, 12 announcements 
weekly, 15 weeks; Red Seal Motor 
Co., through Brenallen, Inc., 25 an- 
nouncements weekly, 52 weeks; re- 
newals include: Hoffman Beverage, 
through BBD&O, 13 announcements 
weekly, 10 weeks, and Kellogg Co. 
(Pep), through Kenyon & Eckhardt, 
|/10 announcements weekly. 


WOR: Pinex Co. (Pinex Corn 
Syrup), through Russel M. Seeds, 
announcements in Farmer’s Digest, 


| six days a week; Rubsam & Horrman 
| Brewing, through Samuel C. Croot, 
| renewal of Happy Jim Parsons, three 
'days a week, and announcements 
twice weekly; Manufacturers Trust 
Co. Banking Service, through Mc- 
Cann-Erickson, renewal of United 
Press news with Frank Singiser, 
quarter-hour once a week. 


Venter Breaks Arm 


At Jinxed Benefit 


San Francisco, Aug. 26. 

Mel Venter, KFRC program direc- 
|tor, suffered a broken arm while do- 
‘ing a Red Cross benefit at San Mateo 
‘and had to be taken to a doctor by 
‘Eric Boden of KYA when it was dis- 
‘covered that there wasn’t a Red Cross 
nurse in the crowd. Venter and Mary 
Roeder (Mrs. Boden), who have been 
airing on KFRC for the White House, 
were appearing at a benefit Sunday 


| 


| leading to the stage. 
| broadcast. Venter’s arm reportedly 
is fractured at the elbow. 


tangled up in her gay "90s costume 
and fell, but escaped injury. Affair 





in which Venter was 
to Frisco ran out of 


contract calls for 10:15 to 10:30 p.m., | 


|ments weekly, 26 weeks; Rev. Don- | 


Paul | 


doubling of | 


WNEW: Phillips & Benjamin (Sno- | 


(17) when Venter tripped on stairs | 
Show was not | 


In the same show, Miss Roeder got | 


was an all-around jinx, climiaxing | 
‘ - ae Picts i 

Same agency is working on similar | when the car 
campaigns for Fleischmann’s Yeast | being returned 
| gas. 


Quin Ryan’s ‘Romances’ 
Get Another 13-Wk. Ride 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 

Quin Ryan, former manager of 
WGN and its ace announcer, and now 
|an independent operator, drew an- 
|other renewal for his ‘Marriage 
License Bureau Romances’ program 
for Savoy Coffee. 

Set for another 13 weeks by the 





Gains Wiped Out—Total Down 1.3% Erwin-Wasey agency here, the Ryan | Changes 


broadcasts direct from the marriage 
| license bureau will start as of Sept. 8 


Units in Des Moines slowed to a and run every Monday, Wednesday | 


and Friday. 





Ford Dealers Buy 
U. of Mich. Football 
For Network Airing 


Detroit, Aug. 26. 

Following last week’s buying of 
|football time, WXYZ comes up this 
week with sponsors for both the 
|college and professional teams here 
which will be carried via the sta- 
tion and its affiliated Michigan Ra- 
dio Network stations. 

Sponsor for the eight University 





Ballyhooed via WNEW Deciers of niichisan Broadcasts of 


| the Lions’ games, Detroit profes- 
sional club in the national league, 
|; which embraces 13 games, have been 
j/bought by the Pfeiffer Brewing 
|\Company. Harry Wismer, who has 
|broadcast the games here for four 
; years, will handle both assignments. 
While the fall push hasn’t started 
‘here yet, units last week started a 
|shove upward. MHeading into fall 
ithe six stations for. this area show 
|total units of 23,713 as compared 
with 22,679 during the same week 
|of 1940, a neat overage. 

CKLW: Conn Clothes, half-hour 
|congo-rhumba time, five times a 
; week, 26 weeks, in addition to 10 
;spot announcement a day, direct; 
Fly Tox, 16 announcements weekly, 
four weeks. 


Com parative Unit Count 





% of 
Aug. 23. Aug. 16. Change. 
| Network 7,620 7,590 +0.4 
| Lecal 11,645 11,653 * 
|Nat’l Spet.. 4,448 4,426 0.5 
_ 23,713 23,669 40.2 


aeenk ... 

Die tenia 

| *No change. 

(Included: CKLW. WJBK. WJLB, 
WJR, WWJ, WXYZ) 


CHI UNITS IMPROVE 





‘Total Up 0.3%—Walgreen Drug on 
Four 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 


Walgreen drug stores are cracking | 


local records for news broadcasts 
and now have a line-up of 93 five- 
minute newscasts weekly on three 
Chicago stations. In new contracts 
signatured through Schwimmer & 
Scott, the firm has six broadcasts 
daily on WGN six times weekly, 
twice daily on WIND across the 
board, once daily on WENR across 
ithe board, and six times daily six 
days weekly on WMAQ. 

WBBM: Carson, Pirie, Scott de- 
partment store, 30-minutes six times 
weekly, through Stack-Goble; Alli- 
son-Bedford Co., time signals twice 
weekly, through David Goldman; 
Atlas Brewing Co., one and one-half- 
minute announcement preceding and 
half-minute following ‘World Today’ 


three times weekly, through Craig 
Dennison: Peter Paul for Mounds, 
Walnettoes and Ten Grown Gum, 
five-minutes three times weekly, 
through Platt-Forbes 

WGN: Adams Clove gum, 15 min- 
utes daily, five times weekly, 


through Badger & Browning: Savoy 


coffee, 30 minutes three times week- 
ly, through Erwin, Wasey. 
, Comparative Unit Count 
% of 
Aug. 23. Aug. 16. Change. | 
Network 9,505 $,505 * 
Local 6,600 6,622 +0.5 
Nat'l Spot.. 11,733 11,690 +04 
aa 27,898 27.817 +0.3 


| (Included: WBBM, WENR, WGN, 
WIND, WJJD, WLS, WMAQ) 


* No change. 








WBBM Sells Musterole 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 
Series of station breaks at 8:00 
a.m., Monday through Saturday over 
| WBBM, has been contracted for by 
Musterole Co. of Cleveland, Ohio. 


| will run for 26 weeks. 
| Erwin Wasey & Co., of N. Y., set 
the deal. 


ee | Northwest Radio Advertising of Se- | 
i | attle. 








| 
} 


| KANSAS CITY STEADY 





Marginal —Histeen Test 


Series to KITE 





Kansas City, Aug. 26. 
| Summer season is still in effect 
| with stations finding it stiff to keep 
their commercials from slackening. 
Tally shows little change, but varia- 
tions are unfavorable, if slight. Man- 
agers are inclined to ignore present 
}and point to Sept. 1, after which 
date they say all will be well with 
radio again. Looks to be true enough 
as nearly every station has a list of 
contracts to begin in Sept., and sum- 
mer biz has not slipped to the levels 
of previous summers. 

Histeen tablets (hay fever), went 
on KITE.with a four-week test sked 
of announcements. 


} 
| 





San Francisco, Aug. 26. 


William Winter, news analyst 
| whose loyalty to KSFO’s Lincoln 
| Dellar cost him a Union Oil network 
commercial through his refusal to 
shift to Hollywood, got his reward 
this week when three sponsors 
bought chunks of him. Most im- 
portant is a CBS coast network deal 
for Alpine Coffee, set by Leon Liv- 
ingstone agency. This is a Saturday 
quarter at 7:45 a.m., a slot filled the 
other five days by Nelson Pringle, 
who got the oiler’s nod after Winter 
decided to stay in Frisco. Other new 
clients are Petri Wines, through 
Erwin Wasey, with 10 minutes at 
10:15 a.m. Monday through Friday 
starting Sept. 15, and Belfast Spark- 
ling Water, via M. E. Harlan, with 
10 minutes at the same time Satur- 
day and Sunday, plus Thursday at 
12:15 p.m. Winter also does a Sun- 








' Com parative “Unit Count | 








% of 
| Aug. 23. Aug. 16. Change. | 
Network 6,710 6,710 *..| 
|Loeal ..... 4,974 5,008 =—0.6. 
‘Nat'l Spot.. 6,079 6145 —1.0) 
Total ..... 17,763 17,863 —0.6 | 
| *No change. 
(Inclded: KCKN, KOMO, KITE,| 


KMBO, WDAF, WHB) 





Compagnie Parisienne 
Fall Campaign To 
Utilize 150 Stations 





Seattle, August 26. 
Fall campaign for Compagnie 


Parisienne (Rhodius perfumes), San 
| Antonio, Texas, is being placed by 





Beginning Aug. 18 with the | 
luse of 56 stations which will be in- 
creased to 150 early in September, 
fiive-minute periods daily are be- 
ing set. Campaign scheduled to run 
until the week before Christmas. 


| 
| 
| 


| 

Following stations have received | 

their time orders: KIRO, WDBO, | 

|WCDB, WPRO, WAAF, WAAT,| 

KMPC, KQW, WMMN, WORL,| 
|'WKST, KWJJ, WSNJ, WSLB, 

|WRVA, WCFL, KROW, KFYR,| 


| WCAR, KSFO, KSL, KMA, KYA, | 
| KVOR, KFEQ, WPEN, WOV, KSAL, 
|KSOO, WCOP, WDEL, WDGY, | 
|WTAQ, WSPR, WMEX, KWFT, | 
WSUN, WFMD, KVCV, KVI, WBAX, 


/KMYC, WSOY, WIZE, WCLO, | 
|WHBF, WRAG, WIND, WCLE, | 
| WCSC, WBYN, XEAC, KINY,| 


XENT, XELO, XEMO. 

KOMO-KJR sold National Grocery 
Co. a 104-hour contract . beginning 
Sept. 1. Alternating between the 
two stations, programs will be di- 
rected by Pacific National Advertis- | 
ing agency. Bulova signed for 
three nighttime signals for 13 weeks 
on KJR, and Serutan (Dr. Lindlahr) 


renewed three times weekly half- 
hour show on KOMO. 
KOL sold St. Nicholas School for 


Girls two spots a day, indefinite. One 
spot will relate a tradition of the 
school. 

John B. Hughes did a nationwide 
broadcast from the Boeing Airplane 
plant (21) and also did a drama- 
tized show on Jack Knight’s first air 
flight. Station talent partici- 
this, which was aired at 

and p.m. Last part of 
said to be another 
pilots actual 


mail 
pated in 
10:30 a.m. 
the program 
‘first,’ with airing of 
readying for a flight. 


- Comparative Unit Count i 


% of 

Aug. 23. Aug. 16. Change. 
Local 7,187 1,315 —4.7 
Network 7,450 7,117 + 4.6 
'Nat’l Spet.. 799 157 15.5 
Total 15,436 15,189 L1.6 


(Included: KIRO, KOL, KRSC 


‘SHELL OFF COAST AIR IN 
SUDDEN CANCELLATIO 


Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 

Shell Oil suddenly cancelied the 
Art lLinkletter weekly half-hour 
|airer over the CBS Coast net of 
eight stations Thursday (21), the 
third and final broadcast going on 
sustaining without a Shell commer- 
cial for the one-time shot. 

Shell was last on the air with a 
net show several years ago with Joe 





Shell originally figured 


| radio plugs. 
with Link- 


to go transcontinental 
letter. 


day afternoon chore for Mark Morris 
tires and now faces the KSFO mike 
15 times weekly with no days off. 
Gordon Owen also picked up two 
more participants for his new ‘Home 
Service Council,’ Macey Jewelry, 
sold directly, and Red Heart Dog 
Food which starts Sept. 1. Henri, 
Hurst & McDonald agencied. Russel 
M. Seeds also has spotted two eve- 
ning chain breaks weekly on the 
same station for Sheaffer pens. New 
sales dodge has been worked out by 
KSFO for its 5:30 a.m. Farm Journal, 
which moves to the State Fair at 
Sacramento (29). Special sponsor- 
ship for the Fair week of eight days 
only is being peddled in packages of 
one participation daily for the eight 
days. Four takers already reported 
by sales manager Haan Tyler. 
Westco agency has picked Ira Blue 
to voice the Wheaties commercials 
on Ernie Smith’s KQW baseball 
broadcasts, deal being set via Larry 
Allen of CRA, agent for Blue. 
Hastings Clothiers, which has been 
using as high as three hours weekly 
on KFRC, has finally dropped off al- 


| together, cancelling its last partici- 


pation in Fulton Lewis. Firm has 


| been spending almost as much on 


radio as in the papers and wants to 
get back to some direct mail, is given 
as reason. 

Programs on the Don Lee net got 
a thorough shaking up this week 
and starting Sept. 1, the KFRC 
Breakfast Club will go to the whole 
web five days 2 week from 8 to 8:30 
with a vigorous drive on to sell 
local participations. The Kirkwood. 
Harris comedy stint is already sold 
solid on KFRC execpt for two 
quarter hours weekly, bearing out 


| contention set forth in VARIETY some 
| weeks back that variety shows are 


on the up-swing. Networks seem- 
ing decision to really get out and 
push the show is further verification, 


Comparative Unit Count | 

% of 

Aug. 23. Aug. 16. Change. 

Network 8,750 8,780 —0.3 
|Local ..... 4,095 3,972 3.0 
Nat'l Spot.. 1,849 1,739 + 6.3 
Total ...... 14,694 14,491 1.4 


LOCAL POLITICS BOOM 
BIZ AT WSIX, WLAC 


Nashville, Aug. 26. 

WSIX and WLAC are doing land- 
slide business as politicos are tak- 
ing all available time over these sta- 
solicit votes in the forth- 
coming county elections to be held 
Thursday (September 4). 

Station WSM peddled the Vander- 
bilt football game troadcasts to 
Braid Electric, distributor for Zenith 
Radio and Norge’ Refrigerators. 
Package includes 10 game schedule 
and road as well as home games. An- 
| nouncer is unsettled. 
| WLAC reports fall business up- 
| swing. Chattanooga Medicine Com- 
| pany has renewed Delmore Brothers 
'for 39 weeks on behalf of ‘Black 
Draught’ starting September first. 
| Show will originate in Birmingham 
and will be piped to Nashville and 
Chattanooga. 

Waltham Pen Company has pur- 
| chased six quarter-hour live talent 
shows weekly beginning Monday 
| (25) featuring Sammy Smith, the 
| pen man. 
| Prep school football games haven’t 
| been sold as yet by WSIX. Holsum 
| Bakers hold an option on games and 
'are expected to exercise it before 


tions to 


Spots, which will start October 13,| Cook, otherwise using -only local | season begins im middle of Septem- 


liber. Orr & Co., distributors for 
Hermitage Feeds have renewed 
'‘Johnson Family’ for one year. 


Wm. Winter, KSFO News Analyst, 
On Coast Web for Alpine Coffee 


[ 
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War Has No Effect on Music 


Tastes; German Compositions GK 


The war in Europe has had abso- | 
pro- | 


lutely no effect on the types of 
grams demanded by the American 
concert-going public. A survey of 
managers in the field reveals that 
the World War 1 hysteria, 





Halasz in Havana 


Havana, Aug. 26. 
Lazlos Halasz, of the St. Louis Opera 














| Carson City 


Continued from page 3 








that 
there 


companies can 
location work, 


more 
tor 


Most regularly used location stands | 


are Lone Pine and Kernville, Calif., 


ithese two spots sharing in the many 
ithousands of dollars spent annually 
authentic | 
| backgrounds for westerns and other 


by studios in search of 


outdoor epics. Carson City’s plan 
to lure some of this ‘location trade’ 


when/co. is here arranging for a season wil] have to be backed up with 


Wagner was taboo, and Beethoven, ot opera in October. The impresario’ more than just a request. Lone Pine 
Mozart and Brahms suffered CON-| has signed Stella Roman, Ezio Pinza,’ and Kernville, through careful co- 


siderably, does not exist today. 


Rudolf Pechner’ and Francesco 


Even in the south, the so-called | valentino, and is dickering for Licia’ provision of ample facilities for food, 


*hoibed of Americanism,” German 
liecer programs are acceptable, al- 
though the more rural communities 
demand lighter music for the most 
part. More and more English and 
American songs are being used, and 
occasional translations of works of 
foreign composers are included, but 
these for the most part serve as 
encores and not the regular portion 
of the programming. 

Smaller cities are a little tired of 
the continual flow of straight recitals 
and more and more novelties are be- 
ing given. The public appears to 
want something with 
more suited to American life. As a 
result, recitais are being stream- 
lined and even overas are being 
greatly cut to accelerate the pace. 
Se'vatore EBaccaloni’s ‘Vignettes, 


which are scenes from a half-dozen | 


Tosci, 


| Met’s B.0. in Place Of 





a fast tempo | 


Albanese. 


Operas set include ‘Tosca’ and 


| ‘Faust.’ 


Stoki May Plug 


Absent Kirsten Flagsta 





|; went 


lodging and other location necessi- 
ties, have made a big business out 
such work and any competition 
would have to come through with 
something more substantial than just 
a paper bid for such trade. 

When Paramount descended on 
Carson City, the small Nevada town 
through a prosperity period 
that put plenty of cash in the damp- 
ers of every merchant. Not only 


of 


\did the film outfit’s spending swell 
ireceipts but the coin spent by others 


The Metropolitan Opera Co., re-| who came to the capital to watch a 


signed to the loss of its biggest b.o. 
star in Kirsten Flagstad for the 
coming season, and realizing the im- 


replacement for the soprano either 


its repertoire this year. It also plans 


a ; | Restaurants, 
possibility of securing an adequate 
; er} gravy and plenty 
at the boxoffice or for her roles, will | 
eliminate considerable Wagner from | 


picture being filmed was an addi- 
tional healthy chunk of business. 
hotels and auto courts 
share of the greenback 
of dinero was 
drepped in the gambling spots and 
bars. 

Carson City 


their 


got 


figures it can Offer 


of the Met basso’s operas, is a good to use important name conductors anything from ghost towns and min- 


eximvle of what is being 
Beccaloni gets unaer way in No- 
venber, and is already sold out on 


his tour. 


An unusual example of current 
Jack of war hysteria was a recital 
Tecently given by Lauritz Melchior. 
Danish tenor of the Met, and a world 
renowned lieder singer. Concert 
wes given in Montreal and Melchior, 
warned of the war feeling, omitted 
all German from the program, until 
his audience en masse demanded 
lieder. 








Little Effect in England | 
London, Aug. 18. 

The war has had very little effect | 
On classical music here or through- | 
out England in general. Queen's | 
Hall, famous for decades as a con- | 
cert hall, has been destroyed, but 
concerts continue just the same in 
other locations. No real effect has 
been noticed as to the temper of the 
people against either German or 
Italian music. Composers whose 
works are featured the most are Bee- 
thoven, Brahms, Bach, Shubert, 
Furcell, Mozart, Hayden, Mendels- 
sohn, Strauss, Delius and Elgar. The 
majority of these are of Gerim-zic 
decent. 

Among some of the people, or- 
ganizations and orchestras giving 
regular concerts throughout the 
country are included John McCor- 
mack, who emerged from retirement 
to sing over the BBC; Clifton Cur- 
zon; the Stratton String Quartet; 
Myra Hess, whose prominade con- 
certs at the National Gallery resulted 
in her being named a Dame of the 
Empire; Richard Tauber, Dino Bor- 
giolie, Italian tenor, who was placed 
in a concentration camp at the be- 
ginning of the war and was sub- 
sequently released to sing in benefit 





concerts; John Hammond, Olive 
Groves, Walter Widdop, Norman 
Walker, Elena Gerhart, William 
Murdock, Albert Sammons, Basil 


Cameron, etc. 

Opera has suffered considerably 
since the International season of 
Covent Garden was abandoned and 
the Sadler Wells Co. went on the 
road. The BBC has aided this sit- 
uation by presenting monthly broad- 
casts of opera. 





FOR COL. IS 957, SRO 


Helen Traubel, Metropolitan dra- 
matic soprano whose career has 
meteored in the past couple of years 
after over a decade of waiting, is 
being booked for a concert tour by 
Columbia, which will cram in over 
50 dates at $2,000 minimum. From 
Sept. 26 through her abbreviated 
Metropolitan season, and carrying 
into the middle of May, she is 95% 
sold out. 

Badly as the Met needs her this 
year to replace Flagstad, she will be 
unable to grant the company more 
than a half season. 


Cincy Op’s $3,500 Net 


Cincinnati, Aug. 26. 
The Cincinnati Summer Opera Co. 
closed out its 20th season last week. 














done. | who are b.o. stars in their own right. 
Among some of those reported un- | 


der consideration at the moment are 
Arturo Toscanini, who, it is rumored, 


will baton ‘Tristan Und Isolde’ and | 
‘Traviata’; Leopold Stokowski, who | 


is understood to be desired for a 
planned recasting and revival of 
‘Boris Godunov,’ and Serge Kousse- 
vitsky, leader of the Boston Sym- 
phony. This will follow in line with 
a policy inaugurated last season, 


when Bruno Walter joined the Met | 


and packed ’em in for all his per- 
formances. Walter has been re- 
engaged for 10 of the 16-week season. 


MEROLA PAVING WAY 
FOR SEATTLE STAND 


Seattle, Aug. 26. 

Gaetano Merola, impresario of the 
San Francisco Opera Co., arrived 
here Sunday (24) for a six-day visit, 
during which time he will broadcast 
and lecture to women’s clubs to pre- 
pare them for his coming season. 
Merola’s tour is sold out for his eight 
performances here, in Sacramento 
and Portland. 

Company will take in $144,000 dur- 
ing its tour. The opera head has 
made one change in repertoire, the 
dropping of ‘Tristan Und Isolde’ and 
the addition of ‘Tannhauser’ with 
Stella Roman and Lauritz Melchior. 


Hurok’s Ballet Opens 
Tour in Mexico City 


The Ballet Theatre, under the 
managment of Sol Hurok opens the 
tour for 1941-42 in Mexico City in 
Cctober, and in N. Y. in November. 














ing camps, to mountains and deserts, 
and a committee headed by Govy- 
ernor E, P. Carville and Mayor C. H. 
Austin is expected shortly in Holly- 
wood to detail the town’s attractions 
for location shooting. 


| Effort will be made to have 


Sherman bring either a ‘Hopalong 
Cassidy’ troupe to Carson City for 
location, or one of his outdoor 
dramas that will be made for Para- 
mount. Committee will also ap- 
proach location managers on other 
lots to see if their business can be 
had. 

While Lone Pine and Kernville 
enjoy the steadiest location trade, 
other spots not too far distance from 
studios also come in for their share. 
Sherwood Forest is one that pres- 
ently is booming, with Eddie 
Small’s ‘The Corsican Brothers,’ and 
Alexander Korda’s ‘Jungle Book’ 
locating there for extended stays. 


Big Bear, in the mountains near 
Lake Arrowhead, draws a goodly 
number of location safaris when 
wooded scenery is needed for a 
background. ‘The isthmus at Cata- 
lina Island is one of the favored 
spots for simulating the South Seas 
and serves as a headquarters for 
crews doing films requiring sea 
shots. There is also the Sacramento 
River, which has doubled for prac- 
tically every big stream in the world, 
changing its name to the Mississippi 
or what-have-you on a minute’s no- 
tice, and once served as the Nile, 
down which floated Cleopatra’s 
barge. 

Numerous other 
Southern California, 
studios, also garner 


spots around 
closer to the 
location cash 


but not on such a scale as those 


places so distant that companies must 
headquarter right on the spot. 
Carson City is successful in attract- 


Repertoire includes 26 ballets, of ing other companies, the little busi- 


which seven will be new produc- 
tions. 





Operas on Screen 


Washington, Aug. 26. 
First presentation of operas on the 
screen will take place Sept. 19 here 








| 
| Little theatres respectively. Operas 


HELEN TRAUBEL’S TOUR | 


ava in Baltimore at “the Hisér and 


are full-length, French-made fea- 
| pals, chorus, ballet and orchestra, 
and are being booked as a road 
show attraction. 

Presentation will be twice daily, 
with one opera in the afternoon and 
another in the evening. Operas are 


‘Butterfly, ‘Boheme,’ ‘Manon Les- 
caut,’ ‘Aida,’ ‘Rigoletto,’ ‘Traviata’ 
and ‘Trovatore.’ Only complete 


opera given before on the screen was 
Grace Moore’s ‘Louise,’ also French- 
made, a couple of years ago. 


BALLETS FOR TEXAS 
Dallas, Aug. 26. 

The New York Ballet and Dance 
Assn. of Texas, John Livingston, di- 
rector, has just announced dates for 
the first three of its series of ballet 
presentations. These are Devi-Dja 
and her Bali-Java Dancers, Oct. 14; 
Doris Humphrey and Charles Weid- 
man, Nov. 8, and Hanya Holm and 
Co., Dec. 2. 

Livingston is negotiating with the 
San Francisco Opera Ballet for an 











Net profit was around $3,500, 


appearance here. 


ness 


season, 





be lured 





jand will 
operation with film troupes and the | 


If 


man there will be figuring 
handsome profits at the end of each 














tures with the Paris Opera princi- | 


Reno Crop 
—_——— (Continued from page 2——__—_J 


isecuring her decree Miss Torres said 
ishe will leave for New York to ap- 
}pear as a vocalist with Xavier Cugat 
land his orchestra. 


A sidelighkt overlooked by most re- 
|porters in the recent Cal-Neva wed- 
ding of actress Ellen Drew and 
|screenwriter Sy Bartlett was the fact 
ithat Bartlett’s former wife, actfess 
| Alice White, is now married to Jack 
Roberts, assistant director for Miss 
Drew’s latest picture. Several scenes 
of the picture were shot in Carson 
City and when filming was com- 
pleted Miss Drew drove 26 miles to 
Lake Tahoe where the brief cere- 
mony was performed by Chief 
Justice Edward A. Ducker of the 
Nevada supreme court. 





Latest arrival in Reno igs Mrs. 
Edith Rogers Dahl, whose auto- 


graphed picture to General Franco 
was instrumental in gaining the re- 
lease of her aviator-husband Harold 
Dakl, who was held prisoner by the 
Insurgent forces during the Spanish 
civil war, Mrs. Dah! due to open in 
the floor show at fashionable Club 
Fortune here. Dahl, incidentally, 
subsequently denied they were ever 





married, 





Rise Stevens Will Be 
Free for 25 Concerts 


Rise Stevens will be booked for a 





25-date concert tour by Columbia 
from Feb. 15-April 15, 1942, 


being the mezzo’s only available time | 


this | 


CHAUTAUQUA SEASON | 
BEST IN ITS HISTORY 


Jamestown, N. Y., Aug. 26 
Nearing the end of its 68th season, 
| Chautauqua Institution is enjoying 








: ; inge rill | ost successfu ri in its = 
for concert work. The singer will | the me t suc : 1 period in its en 
appear with the San Francisco and | tire history, with a net average gain 


Met opera companies, and expects to 


make another Metro film next sum- 


mer. 

Recordings for Columbia will b 
made with Nelson Eddy this week, 
include more 
from ‘Chocolate Soldier.’ 





selections 








Concert People 

















| year, 





Nina Serena made her American 
concert debut Monday night (24) at 
a concert in Grant Park, Chicago, 


singing under the direction of Ennio 


Bolognini. She has been on radio 
for several years. 





Walter Szurowy, husband of Rise 
Stevens, has gone into partnership 
with Rudy Polk, former Coast rep- 
resentative of Columbia Concert 
Corp., and Elmer Wilson in a con- 
cert agency. 





Norbert Ardelli, Italian tenor who 
recently was told to leave Italy be- 
cause of his American citizenship, 
has been signed for Giorgio D’An- 
dria’s Puerto Rico season in Oc- 
tober. 





Margaret Speaks, in addition to her 
radio Firestone Hour, has been set 
for five concerts by NBC, opening in 
Holdbege, Nebraska, Oct. 22. Vivian 
Della Chiesa will replace her on the 
air for the stage dates. 





Ania Dorfmann, pianist, opens a 
five-concert tour in St. Petersburg, 
Florida, Nov. 11. 





Jan Smeterlin, pianist, opens an 
eight-concert tour in Boston Oct. 29. 
His Town Hall, N. Y., recital will 
take place Dec. 9. 





Douglas Beattie, former Met basso, 
will sing this fall with the Chicago 
and Mid-West Opera Cos., and will 
give eight concerts opening in 
Woontucket, L. I., Dec. 8. 





John Gurney, Met basso, opens a 
six-concert tour before joining the 
Met in Waltham, Mass., Oct. 21. 





Jean Watson, Canadian contralto 
reported signed by the Met, will 
give a N.Y. recital on Nov. 18. 





John Carter, tenor, will spend the 
rest of this month and part of Sep- 
tember singing for the army boys 
under the auspices of the U.S.O., and 
is booked for 14 dates in Oct. 





Richard Crooks is set for six re- 
cording dates for Victor during Sep- 
tember and October and will make 
some 20 sides. Victor has not as yet 
released some 25 sides covering two 
song recitals he made last winter, 
making 45 records in all to come. 





Ernest McChesney, tenor, will give 
a Town Hall recital Oct. 22. 





Norman Cordon, Met basso, has 
been booked for performances of 
Mephistopheles in ‘Faust’ at the 
Rochester Music Assn., Rochester, 
N.Y., Oct. 24-25. 





Julius Huehn, Met baritone, will 
appear in. concert during Qct. in 
Aslon, Oregon, Nampa, Idaho, and 
Walla Walla, Washington. He will be 
appearing with the San Francisco 
Opera Co. at that time. 





Bruna Castagna, leading Italian 
contralto of the Met, has been sing- 
ing at the Teatro Colon, Buenos 
Aires, and the Teatro Municipale, 
Rio, and before returning to the 
States will sing with Giorgio 
D’Andria’s company in Puerto Rico. 





Suzanne Sten, French mezzo, will 
sing Mahler’s ‘Das Lied Von Erda’ 
with the Pittsburg Symphony Oct. 
25-26. Fritz Reiner will conduct. 
Contralto is booked in October at 
institute, West Virginia; Marietta, 
Ohio, and Lanchester, Ohio, 





Eleanor Steber, Met soprano, has 
been booked to close the Ford Sum- 
mer hour on Sept. 21. Soprano will 
get $500. 





Harriet Henders, soprano, opens 
her fall tour with an appearance as 


Mary in ‘The Devil and Daniel 
Webster’ at Worcester, Mass., in 
October, 


| of better than 12% over 1940 for all 


| of the factors that show trends of 


e | attendayce and receipts. 


Attendance is up 10%, according to 
gate receipts; summer school in- 
come is up 6%; plays and operas at 
Norton Hall are 20% ahead of last 
and bookstore sales are up 
115%. 


| Standfng room has been general 


for all operas; Phil Spitalny’s orches- 
tra attracted 10,000 early in the sea- 
son, the largest audience since Presi- 
dent Roosvelt’s visit, and Wednesday 
(20) Josephine Antoine’s audience 
was better than 9,000 for concert 
with Chautauqua Symphony. John 
Charles Thomas is final feature next 
Sunday (30). 





FT. WAYNE SKED SET 


Marian Taily 
Spalding, 





Heads Guest List— 
Stewart to Follow 





Fort Wayne, Aug. 26. 


Dates of the four concerts of the 
Fort Wayne Civic Symphony 
Orchestra during the 1941-42 season 
were announced by Wayne L. 
Thieme, president. 


The 10th anniversary season will 
open Nov. 19 with Marian Talley, 
operatic soprano, as guest soloist, 
making her comeback debut. Regi- 
nald Stewart, pianist, ~will be the 
guest artist with the symphony Jan. 
21. James Melton, tenor, will sing 
with the orchestra March 4. Albert 
Spalding, violinist, will appear at the 
April 22 concert. The four concerts 
will be held at the Shrine Audi- 
torium. 





Name Concert Dates 


(Aug. 26-Sept. 6) 

Viadimir Horowitz—(with L. A. 
Philharmonic, Artur Rodzinski, con- 
ductor), Hollywood Bowl (26). 

Mona Paulee—Tacoma, Wash. (27), 
Toronto, Canada, Sept. 4. 

Johr Charles Thomas—Chautau- 
qua, N. Y. (30). : 

Helen Traubel—(with L. A. Phil- 
harmonic), Hollywood Bowl (28), 





Opera in Puerto Rico 


Giorgio d’Andria, local impres- 
ario, will give a Puerto Rico season 
from Oct. 14-21 with ‘Ballo in 
Maschera,’ ‘Aida,’ ‘Manon,’ ‘Manon 
Lescaut,’ ‘Boheme,’ ‘Faust’ and ‘Gio- 
conda’ as his operas. D’Andria has 
lined up an imposing list of talent, 
which includes Zinka Milanov, Jan 
Kiepura, Bruna Castagna, Alexan- 
der Sved, Nicholas Moscona, Fred- 
erick Jagel, Richard Bonelli, Jar- 
mila Novotna, and Francesco Naya. 

Impresario then plans a jump to 
Havana, where he will also present 
a week’s season. 





SIR BEECHAM TO MET? 
The Metropolitan, N. Y., is under- 
stood to have signed Sir Thomas 
Beecham as guest conductor. 
It is reported Beecham may do a 
Bach cantata at the Met, something 
never before given at the house. 


Sue On ‘Aunt’ 


Continued from page 2 


Thomas Co. of London—the late 
Brandon Thomas authored it—but as 
evidence of Wharton & Gabel’s con- 
tention that their new stage business 
had certain values is the allegation 
that Fox’s Joe Pincus (talent scout) 
offered to pay them $1,000 for the 
privilege of filming certain stage 
scenes intact, in the theatre, for 
Hollywood re-creation in the Jack 
Benny filmization. 

This was refused, but, allegedly, 
director Archie Mayo visited the 
theatre three nights running, ac- 
companied by his secretary, to take 
shorthand notes on the stage busi- 
ness; and that other 20th-Fox em- 
ployees dittoed. Wharton & Gabel 
want protection of this heretofore 
unused stage business. Julian T. 




















Abeles, copyright counsel for 20th, 
denies all this, and the injunction 
motion, to have been argued tomor- 
row (Thurs.), has been postponed & 





week. 
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Chicago, Aug. 26. 
| Howard DuLaney, vocalist with 
It was not Lou Platt who gave himself up to the police of Akron, O. | Gene Krupa band, is leaving Sept. 
last week (17) for operating a Sunday dance with Glenn Miller at Summit |9 for induction into the army, fol- 











| Inside Stufi—Orchestras  “TENSSt"s'tor anny Barnet Musician Killed, Singer Hurt 


In L.A. Car Crash; Marijuana Found 














Beach Park. Platt, who was running the dance on the okay of the City | lowing engagement at the Orpheum re : 

i Council, but In defiance of Akron blue laws, had an underling, a ‘Lee | Theatre, Omaha. 

Blatz,’ take the rap. State “ as released on a $100 bond, trial to come up Spot will be filled by Johnny Des- Plays, Too Anthony ‘Bus’ Etri, guitar plaver 

| later, and has not been seen since, mond, who was auditioned and en- with Charlie Barnet’s orchestr: : 

| Incident was not without its humor. According to a spectator at the | gaged in Detroit. — ; : ° oer weewererns. ew 
hop, Platt almost got away with the dance because one of the arresting | Latest in orchestra showman- killed, and Lloyd Hundling, member 
officers went for Miller’s music so solidly that he suggested to his superior | ship, or the most startling, at of the Quintones, singing quintet 
they forget the pinch and stay and listen. He was overruled. Reform- | least. is the stunt that Lawrence with Barnet, was badly injured in 
group pressure forced the arrest. | ’ ast. is < wawre | 

ae | Welk’s drummer, Johnny Reese, |" auto crash early Thursday (21) 
| } . ° 

Because of a Canadian law requiring an equal number of Canadian | | | contributes to the floor show al- | Morning in en nipian de 
stand-by musicians for all U. S. bands playing the Dominion, Tommy | | Ways put on by Welks crew / not expected to live, having suffered 
Dorsey and his crew were held over in Buffalo for several hours Friday | | when ~ — a gel Reese is {a skull fracture among other in- 
morning (22) when they were refused admittance at the Canadian side | | @ Juggler, ba aes ° — : juries. He’s in L. A. General Hos- 
of the Peace Bridge because a certificate, showing that the stand-by mu- | | Meruments On HIS chin an pital 

ra 5 ° j | . al, 
sicians had been hired, had not yet arrived. forehead. , ae 
The Dorsey group utilized the delay by catching up on their sleep until | | Topper comes, however, when In investigating the smash police 
| noon. By that time manager Leonard Vannerson had received the re- | | he up-ends a string bass almost | allegedly found a quantity of mari- 
quired certificate and the outfit left for Toronto where they played a two- | Se hp a = |juana in the car and in the pockets 
eee Pree paeen ei alances it from the stem en 
day engagement at the Canadian National Exposition. | One of those infrequent band- | Smiadan Gis nog stem | of both occupants, However, no 
seceateuai | booking off-sides occurred at Andy | ia ° : ; mention was made of that angle at 
| ° er e ! nar @ e ’ sane lg i j i’ > > 

Biggest demand ever made upon the Milwaukee Musicians’ union for | Perry's Saylor’s Lake Pavillion, Say- | jan inquest into Eiri's death, held 
band men was encountered last week when the Fraternal Order of Eagles, | !orsburg, Pa., last week. Russ Mor- | ° | Monday (25) by Los Angeles County 
having its national convention there, put in an order for 12 bands for their | 8@n and Bobby Byrne bands both ara SIS care yearn jury. Latter blamed Hun- 
Sunday parade. Each band comprised 25 musicians, so 300 windjammers |Showed up for work at the spot. | dling’s negligence as the cause of 
had to be supplied to hoof it over the long parade route. | Morgan's outfit arrived a bit late, | the crash. . 

Manpower of the unicn also will be taxed next month for the American /however, and Byrne was already - Betyg br? gy See thelr way nome cron 
Legion convention, not only for parade duty, but for temporary beer | 0n the stand pounding out rhythms. | its a ooms a ae Barnet at the Casa Man- 
gardens to be set up throughout the city and many indoor events. | According to Perry, he had booked | | ana, Culver City, when the — 

ey Morgan for Wednesday, but it was | heparin — pA a crash- 

: | for a new project in ark near his | ee into a tree in Holywoo 

Don Felix, operator of the ballroom at Pleasure Beach Park, Conn., Joe | Empire #ectsoad Pe ame and n entr ad Etri was 24, married and the 
Barry, co-operator of the Ritz Ballroom, Bridgeport, Conn., and Harry not at Saylor’s tae (Empire ie | e father of two boys. He was with 
Moss, one-night booker of Music Corp. of America, were among the judges shened tee the susan’ ner webies | Barnet for several years. 
who selected a finalist to represent Connecticut at the annual Atlantic City ago he dropped the ra ond math. —--- Visits to the Coast seern to be 
beauty pageant, which takes place Labor Day (1). Leo Miller, Bridgeport | , iY ; ‘ : hard luck for Barnet. Last time he 

. ele A a , as fied Music Corp. of America, which Philadeiphi Aug. 26 : 
correspondent of Variery, ran the contest at Roton Point Park, South leeches Movenn ond seat to thave riladeiphia, Aug. 26. | was out there, playing the Palomar 
. ‘ Ps ‘4 3 SK av i » ae - - » % — ¢ ' 
Norwalk, Conn., last week (17). Winner was Alis Lorraine Paul of | ~~ sare HBieag Pegs Operators of ballrooms in central | Ballroom, the dancery burned to the 
3 | Morgan shifted to Saturday (23) in Pennsylvani lush territor for | : 
Hartford. ) 6, y fOr | ground and he lost his entire library 
place of Shep Fields. ‘ bands. ; } t i with be- ' pape 
a7 name bands, are threatened with be |and his men lost their instruments 
| In notifying Morgan, MCA appar- ing forced to close down by the | : ; 
“ | ently changed the name of the spot! spread of an infantile paralysis epi- | 
Glenn Miller Burns Ballr oom Ops date. So Morgan showed up on the York. nnn nuns wn MOOK BP@e 
date. So Morgan showed up on the! York. 
20th insiead of the 23rd. To make it Thus far authorities have ordered 9 
m . m | more complicated, Perry, figuring | that no person under 21 may attend | 
that Morgan was set for the 23rd,! public gatherings of any kind in| 
en Wwice uc he- Ig eT went ahead and advertised him., York and Red Lion. Parents of 
|But MCA fooled him. In not youngsters in Columbia, York, Han- 
red 7 + changing the date on Morgan's con-'!over and Lancaster are keeping 
( tract it consequently was not them home for fear of the polio 
{ Glenn Miller's refusal .to go Col, Waxing Weber On changed on headquarters booking germ. 
i i 4 sneets—s ‘ga fas ; ‘ Since the bulk of the ballroom 
through with a  one-nighter for . aan - . sheet: o Morgan was booked at ne 
shi ve he twice set dates has Rich- Concert, Viennese W altzes Coney Island, Cincinnati, starting the , biz comes from the under-21 crowd, 
Waten ne twee 5 ; > We ve i | 23rd. the night he was actually sup- dance attendance has fallen off tre- ennai 
ard Guinan, owner, and Howard Former Berlin maestro, Marek we ath des oa a Pst ee “—re i mendously. Among the spots threat- | 
‘ se at Sa: s Lake. a0usiy. “Among U we UEaE we 
Hobbs, operator, of Lakewood Park, Weber, has been signatured by Co- As result, Perry was Teft without ;ened is Ray Hartenstein’s Sunny- | Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 
Mahanoy City, Pa., up in arms and lumbia for a series of light concert gq band on a Saturday night, and on brook Ballroom, Pottstown, one of Paul Whiteman’s band goes west 
f seeking the advisability of legalj 'and Viennese waltz recordings. top of that lost the cash he had a Dag s — gg te Me to join the Burns & Allen air pro- 
, ¥ | ' ‘ a spent advertising. Perry also claims | *4US!¢ orp. of America lMinerary.| __. Re — . 
action. Rumpus began when Miller} Weber was long a fixture at the te Pen ee Po Aenea 9 The Valencia Ballroom. York, !8™@m on the Coast, beginning Oct. 
cancelled out of an appearance dur- Hotel Adlon, Berlin, before coming a lot in goodwill, explaining that it's skedded ae coger _—. ae win ghee me. On its westward tour, 
ing the latter part of July, setting it to America, and his European wax- | tough enough to get to his Lake spot W?'! probably be shut tight until | the Whiteman outfit is booked for 
; ee a ri F , the paralvsis epidemic passes rer. ’ J, 
back to Aug. 18 because he wanted ings have been widely distributed, without getting there and finding it "aie h A ‘i aa work aeimaaa ,nine days at Elko, Nev., beginning 
; j . ge ; a EL Im houses in t y Ory | c. 7 E . 

a vacation, then refusing to play! — dark. Pavillion is a _—s eee have also been badly hit by the Sept. 6; 11 days at Seattle, begin- 
ihe tet ot il Both appearances | name-band operation, taken over by: ment téhen ning Sept. 17; and the Palace in Sen 
as € ° . aed y | Ip} j<¢ . > o ¢ ever ¥ a P | ‘Ys ‘ise 1 . ig weeke ;: y 
were heavilv advertised. Miller a past — had neve! =i please for eight weeks and three 

e ; I ived née inas pe{o : | avs. s . Ye 
played at Williamsport, Pa., Aug. 18, ; : a sone ao : wr , whey Oct. 2. , i. 
about 90 miles from Lakewood. - MOVING ALLEN INTO Vhile in San Francisco, Whitemen 

According to Guinan, Miller's ac- Mixup On Henry King will shift to Hollywood for Tuesdzy 
tions stem from a disagreement be- Seattle, Aug. 26. KED night air shows, with his road crew 
tween them last year. Lakewood | While Henry King ate a leisurely NY. AHEAD OF 4 of 18 musicians augmented for the 
Park, he claims, admits some people | @ dinner, enjoying a ae" oft Py a radio program. 

. | Tiiecd ? 410) ore tha ( 
at lower prices on courtesy passes | Tuesday 19), more orig Ry we - Se eee ee ee 
issued for various reasons (display- . dancers waited impatiently in the Bob Allen's four-week-ola ba 
. +) > Ball . Tap a fo ir ¢ ‘ the R nont 

ing window cards, etc). Miller ob- Next week's Stanley, Pitteburah Century Ballroom, Tacoma, for Kir yeen set to reopen the Rosemont RED NORVO WILL BUILD 
a ° ex € > » amie SOUTEI yiec + na Y > Poy sched- 
jected to anyone being acknitted ; a ; “ie and his band to arrive for a sched (Roseland) ballroom Brooklyn, 
under the $1 per that was being ©™8@sement Is Say Seen s SES | wed donee 1] s 

: . p < Jae . ! since returning from Rio de Janeiro’s K » sd le ’ S _ t] i Ww : ‘F start ng a stretch Sept 4. Al ens 15-PIECER IN LAYOsF 
levied for his date and claimed that ; é King, who played in Seattle a , » sched it 
Guinan owed him $111. which was Copacabana Casino, Band flies in) necday and Thursday (20-21). was OUtht was or ginally scheduled to re- 
’ é ( as : Sdaav rsdé 2 2 q J 4 ; 
We +} ‘ 1 ne. over this weekend and opens Sept. -— — by Music Co main hidden in the midwest, where 
60°, of the difference between 75 *| booked in the Century by Music Corp : v. for at least six months to Red Norvo began a lavoff of 
and $1 on the number of people ad-° !" Pitt, with more theatre bookings | of America, who forwarded the book- | 't 18 Now, for at least six montis \" a ee began & layon © five 
mitted on passes j to follow prior to reopening the} ing and contract to the orchestra Shake out its kinks. Apparentiy it or six weeks after finishing a stretch 

. asses. : TY . , = a “w las ¢c n faster the antici- | a ine Poi ‘asin New © 

; Guinan wouldn't pay the money | Room in N.Y. on Oct. 3, which is be-| jeader by mail. The first King knew has come along faster than entices Py “/< t a vee Se eee 

then, but did so this year. he claims.|ing completely done over as the of it was on Wednesday, when he pares. = ; 1 iin ea ty Reet ay —, Oa ing which 
when he was informed that Miller, Wedgewood Room. | was informed that he should have _ Allen “a 7” pre eg Phi i id “4 16 a hs = — pe sppdecdl-ny 
wouldn't play for him unless ‘the Music Corp. of America is priming | played in Tacoma one night before. Kemp; his a See is | - os nt a eces. Norvo oo peen we - 
$111 was forthcoming. Much of a ‘goodwill return’ publicity bally-| By Friday (22) he had not yet re- rensigirik pyre a ie papece et oan aa of om apace a ae 
Guinan's yelp is that the prestige of | hoo when the maestro reaches U.S.) ceived the letter. = : = 2 ah ag ft co agian pee’ cue ae 4 \ 

: , ‘ 2° 2mo's. as 18 Art Jarrets eu zeeaucer was 1 Cc od wheth 
Lakewood Park was considerably |shores at Miami Monday (1). He His night off was an expensive — mF y * 4 Tinos tia Lan des : tame ec — het} er to 
injured: after Miller was twice ad-| closes Aug. 28 in Rio, and per con- | one, he admitted, but probably even COMVINALION, Wik’ =e on Cn: a Sas OS Oe ee 

as cig or ' : 7 7 most of Kemps musicians. ready organized band. Says that i 
wanes , ae f p n 
vertised ard then didn’t show at all.| tract the entire band clippers home. | more expensive for MCA. ; ' : 

m ; ‘ Switch from Roseland to Rose- all probability he'll do the former 

Sustainer With Giveaways Duchin has been in South America + ke ‘ geste Shear . 

Miller’s band begins a one-hour, for two months RE NOLDS SUES BROWN ee os eee ” — ; “1 _ 
Saturday afternoon series of sus H tons off N lay (1) in T: Y y om back to s origin itle i 
a! rs - Ss Ss e stops OT! Monday’ A I i ‘ ¢ e Ro am ¢ 

taining broadcasts this week (30) dad. B. W. I., for a British Red Cross gic 2 Doll Dawn Orch ‘ et 
on the NBC-Blue, 4-5 pm. First benefit. OVER VOCALIST YOUNG ne . ; hicl wi . ne a i y 
program is to come from the Steel - sateen am . ab : F NJ M d h k 
Pier, Atlantic City. Shots are aimed y k Paes: Cae - ” — - ™ 7 
at and dedicated to various army Chi Ni B . Another suit has been started ove ork, : 
camps around the country, with a ] itery ecoming a band vocalist. Tommy Reynolds Dolly Dawn, vocalist who recently 
Biveaway idea wherebv Miller will | ] Su y Ralph Young, singer with Les . took ovel leadership of (,eorre 
donate a total of 250 recordings and | Hoofery, Bows Sept. y assis. heel: Meewi: bimeailt She stile Chester yice Bradley Hall’s band, takes her outfit into 
one RCA-Victor radio-phonograph | ee ee his ‘os ; .-. Frank Dailey’s Meadowbrook. Cedar 
weekly to camps turning in the peK eS damages of $3.000 trom the pair | N y A Sh Grove, N. J., for one week Se 

d A N : P : + 4Y. ° - | C + pt. 5. 
highest number of votes for tunes! Chicago, Aug. 26 alleging that Young breached a con- n . . stor it She succeeds Sonny Dunham and 
that are broadcast. Theatre-Cafe, previously operated tract to sing with Reynolds’ band. ee ° precedes Benny Goodman. who 

Donations of records and record, by Michael Todd, but whick closed and that Brown induced him to do Astor hotel. New York. dropped goes in for three wecks Sept. 11. 
machine is to be awarded as fol- | due to police — a ™ it. Young was with Reynolds sor Will Bradley's band suddenly last Singer got started in the musiz 
lows: Miller will play five tunes on reopened Fig Mein ay »y N my | several months, but has been with week and installed Bob Chester's | biz at Meadowbrook. She sang with 
each broadacts based on total num-| Stearns, Chi nitery operator. ! yen Brown, at the Log Cabin, Armonk, crew in the Roof Monday (25). Deal Daily's own band there, before the 

, th: j ) r , . - a j 
ber of votes filed by all camps. The will be changed to Palladium an N. Y.. since June. for Chester was made Thursday (21), | spot began its name band policy. 
five camps that turned in the high-| the policy will be strictly dance- Young admits he signed a contract but before it could be completed it $$  ______ 
est amount of requests for the tune: | hall with Reynolds, but claims he was. . we : on, 

: ye 3 . . : P “hea hse ’ > was necessary for him to be released ° ; 
ultimately played will get 50 plat-| | No liquor will be served at any forced into it by being threatened from Sea Girt Inn, Sea Girt, N. J. Protecting a Style 
sors Spnete, all of thm, of course — tigen a cong we B= “ _— eae ay oe, 18: Semone, — which had him under contract for San Francisco, Aug. 26. 
will not be Miller records. | Cogs to constitute ne ae a me | that Reynolds did not live up to the another four weeks. Carvel Craig, band leader, has re- 
an further complicate the system | food fare. —s “a are Wook]. | contract. Alleges the bandleader Chester's stay at the Astor is for | tained legal counsel to protect his 
th gt io the camp thai turns in ee aaa we nl gg pool rae still owes him money for dates which 14166 weeks with options. Date is ‘Rhythm and Rhyme’ bridges, where- 

Lad oT y ‘ be » ~ - . ° 
bl — number of votes for the cog t will a e€ ce jhe worked on the road and at the the most important one band has/|in titles are announced in rhyme. 
- snic | Faro or, N las ’ . | : ee ’ 
é tenin or Sone ype gi ae ate? "aaaiiaben will probably be 28c | Famous Door, N. Y., last winter had in the two years of its existence.| Three other groups have already 
e me pu mg who will also be aske t aerabiy cemcae tenn Mee enlent Se 'It was replaced at Sea Girt by Bob | been halted from using variations of 
7 a: i s pe j 7 } . ? wt . 
veodeasts wilt sage ne by Miller at ~~ nearby Aragon ballroom Nick D’Amice band stays at Essex | Astor’s new group, which was pulled | the idea, according to Craig. 

sts will be ne by Mi é : s . es ‘ ; we als ; 
from whereever his band is playing.| First show will have Charlie} House, N.Y., until Sammy Kaye out of a stand at the Wigwam, Budd aan eae si currently playing Hotel 
- : a . a an | : " . - e Ml e € x 
line charges being assumed by NBC.| Spivak orch and Dinah Shore. comes in Oct. 20. Lake, N. J. _— 
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Revolutionary changes have occurred during 
the past 15 years. Scientific genius has created a 
mechanical era, highlighted by radio, soundfilms, 
waxings, jukeboxes, amplifications. 





Amazing as these innovations have proved 
themselves, the greater fact maintains that the 
composer, the leader-interpreter, the performer, 
the arranger and the showman have prevailed. 


The individual 


artist has conquered the intricacies of the elec- 


Talent has mastered mechanics. 


tron, and personalized entertainment is extended 
to an audience of uncounted millions. 


It is for the helpful purpose of painting the 
true picture of the 1941 showworld of music that 
the BOXOFFICE BANDS number of Variety will 
be published for the trade. Herein you will find 
the record, the facts and the future glimpse, based 


on careful survey and experience. 





BOXOFFICE BANDS NUMBER 
To Be Published Sept. 17 


OFFERS EXTRA EXPLOITATION VALUES — 
RESERVE ADVERTISING SPACE NOW 





CHICAGO 
54 W. Randolph &t. 


HOLLYWOOD 
1708 No. Vine St 


NEW YORE 
154 W. 46th St. 




















| ° 
Trianon 


TT 





Band Reviews 





po CASWELL ORCH (15) 

| Featuring Laura Deane Dutton 

| Rainbow Room, N. Y. 

| Caswell’s forte is smooth dansa- 
| pation with accent on smartly ar- 
ranged show tunes of the Porter- 
Kern school. His penchant for mu- 
sical comedy excerpts 1s. reflected 
also in his featured vocalist, Laura 
Deane Dutton, personality chirper 
who peddiles a daty with poise and 


punch. 
Caswell himself keeps his suave 
combo under control, giving the 


strings full scope, which of course 
makes it an ideal unit for a class 
room like the Rockefeller nitery. He 
is also up on the current stuff and 
withal shapes up into a surprisingly 
solid orchestra for the new combo 
that it is. Incidentally, Caswell is a 
better-than-average emcee in_ her- 
alding the other acts. Abel. 


LAWRENCE WELK ORCH (13) 


| With Jayne Walton, Joanne Hubbard, 


Parnell Grina, Bill Kaylor. 
Rustic Cabin, Englewood Cliffs, N. J. 


Lawrence Welk is a midwestern 
| favorite who more or less makes the 
Ballroom, Chicago, his 
headquarters. He plays that spot 


about eight months out of the year. 
This date, for one-night, was the 
band's first shot in the east. It came 
to New York to make records for 
Decca and the showing was arranged 
to give eastern trademen and pub- 
lishers a chance to glom it. 


Welk’s combination of three trum- 
pets, one trombone, four sax, piano, 
bass, drums, violin, electric organ, 
solovox and novachord is show- 
manly, well organized and surpris- 
ingly clean-playing. For some rea- 
son Welk sidetracked most of his 
‘Champagne Music’ arrangements 
during the few hours he spent at 
the Rustic. and instead burst forth 





|tempoes of which 


with bubbleless writings that alter- 
nated between good novelties and 
smooth and semi-hop dance music, 
were fine for 


terps. 


It's a commercial band, one that 
would have little trouble clicking in 
the east, if properlv spotted. Besides 


; turning out good music there seems 


| 
| members. 


to be no end of doubling among 
They're switch - hitters 
; musically and from an entertaining 
standpoint. Every member of the 
|;crew has worked out some sort of 


j;routine to include in floor shows, | 


; topped by drummer Johnny Reese, 
|}who spends his time juggling all 
| sorts of things, winding up by bal- 
jancing a string bass on his chin. 
Silly, but effective. 


an occasional bit on solovox, ac- 
cordion, and a constant grin: latter 
is occasionally overdone. His ac- 
cordion work, etc., is elementary, 
but lends a pleasant touch to the 


band. He speaks with a slight con- 
tinental accent. Joanne Hubbard 


and Jayne Walton 
vocals okay and the former joins 
Parnell Grina, bass, and Bill Kaylor, 
| trumpet, to make up a trio. All of 


Welk’s work up front consists of | 


handle femme | 





| 


|their work is in step with that of | 
| the band, but the girls make no ex- | 


| ceptional impression on the eye. 


One lone drawback at this catch- | 
ing was the uniforms on the men. | 


| Not only are they in uninspiring 
| dark blue, but some looked worn 
|} and as if they were allergic to press- 
| ing machines. Wood, 


| CHARLES FISK ORCH (12) 

With Ginny Coen 

' Hotel Continental, Kansas City 

Orch is on the Sky-Hy Roof of 
| the Continental for a fortnight’s 
stand in effort to bring the younger 
and livelier dancers in to get ac- 
quainted with the place.  Fisk’s 
| group is decidedly youthful, as the 

leader is only 20, 

sonnel includes his 16-year-old 
| brother on drums and another 16- 
year-old trumpeter. They’re mostly 
Missouri U. lads, who out-stripped 
their pessibilities around Columbia, 
where they began couple of years 
back, and have recently made some 
sorties into the K. C. territory with 
favorable acceptance. 

Being on youngish side their style 
is essentially swing, but outfit is 
definitely a band and not a bunch of 
boys. Basis of swing is to feature 
a trumpet quartet, in which Fisk 
takes part, but, with 12 instrumen- 
talists, group is larger than most in 
this territory and can make its of- 
ferings varied thereby. Three lads, 
Whitey Wilkerson and Tracy Lan- 
caster, of the trumpet section, and 
Johnny Whaley, pianist and dean of 
the group at 28, can furnish capable 
vocals, while Ginny Coon (daughter 
of Carlton Coon, late bandleader) 
provides featured vocals. 


Many tricks, such as how to soft 
pedal their large potential volume 
for this medium sized room, are yet 
unmastered, but band is out of its 
Swaddling clothes. Fisk has ar- 
rangements handled by Worth Lind- 
ley, who soon will devote his full 
time to this department and travel 
with the crew, and by Kenny Early, 
trombonist. Lindley handles both 








while the per- | 





| 


$a 


swing and sweet bars, but Early 
sticks strictly to swing and some of 
the hotter jive. 

Personnel is rounded by Calvj 
Weiss, Bruce Branson, Bill we 
horst and Louis Ott in reeds: Vin- 
cent Hughes rounding out the 
trumpet foursome; Earl Thornburg 
string bass; and Joe Fisk, drums, be. 
sides those above mentioned. Band 
is well enough known in this vicinity 
to have a local following and the 
Sky-Hy is getting some extra atten- 
tion from younger set during this 
stand. Crew wouldn't do for an 
extended stay here, but was a good 
move to build a varied clientele for 
the Roof, which was recently re. 
opened and likely will continue as a 
supper spot during the winter. 

Fisk and crew head for St. Louis 
and a ballroom date, after which 
they go in for some one-nighters, 


Quin, 


Phil Kornheiser Bkpt. 


Phil Kornheiser, general manager 
of Radiotunes, Inc, filed a voluntary 
petition of bankruptcy in N. Y. fed. 
eral court Thursday (21), listing no 
assets and $2,546 in liabilities. There 
are no theatrical] creditors. 

In 1939 Kornheiser earned $850, 
and 1940 to date, $668. Music man 
became general manager of Radio- 
tunes on June 23, 1941. 











Tyrone Power completed his record 
date, at Victor last week, cutting a 
recitation of ‘Ballad of the Leather- 
neck Corps’ on a 12-inch disc, 
backed by Al Goodman's band and 
Ray Bloch choir. Reverse is new 
cutting by Barry Wood of Irving 
Berlin’s ‘Arms For Love of Ameri- 
ca.’ Royalties on the platter go to 
the USO. 














SONNY 
KENDIS 


Leading Both Bands 
STORK CLUB, New York 


A6th Consecutive Week 


OF 
6th RETURN ENGAGEMENT 


SERED TEER RRRREPRERTDRERY 























After a Record-Breaking Tour 


HENRY 
BUSSE 


and HIS ORCHESTRA 
will appear 
Edgewater Beach Hotel 
Chicago 
Opening Sept. 5th 














THANKS 


To All My Friends 


Who Came to See Me 
at the 


Rustic Cabin, Aug. 19 


LAWRENCE WELK 


























HARRY 
JAMES 


AND HIS 


Music Makers Orchestra 


Columbia Records 


ON TOUR 


Dir.: — Musie Corp of America 
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T Dorsey, Clinton, Big in 1-Niters, Rain | Band Bookings 
Hurts Barron; Venuti-Andrews N.S.G. 


ee 





Vaughn Monroe, Sept. 19, Stanley 
theatre, Pittsburgh; 26, Palace the- 
atre, Cleveland; Oct. 5-7, Adams the- 
atre, Newark. 

Ted Lewis, Sept. 26, week, Palace 
| theatre, Cleveland. 

Clyde Lucas, Aug. 29, gym, Knox- 
| ville, Tenn.; 30, Palmetto theatre, Co- 


(Estimates) 
Blue Barron (Turnpike Casino, Lincoln, Neb., Aug. 23). Day-long down- 
pour hurt; fair 800 paid $810 at 85c advance, $1.10 gate. 
Bobby Byrne get pga Park Bridgeport, Conn., Aug. 24). Byrne 
w very neat 1,360 at 77c. Pie hee Siler é 
7 sl Clinton (Sports Arena, Rochester, N. Y., Alig. 22). Clinton proved beeen! bag aes * “ oo oe 
best draw yet, reaping $3,100 from approximately 3.050 at 90c¢ and $1.10. | Pro sa Atl: es 7. ‘k] eo 
Tommy Dorsey (Celeron Park, Jamestown, N. Y., Aug. 21). Best biz pheeg op 4 rmsd th oa a 4 
of 1941 season with 2,241 at $2.50 and $3 counle advance and gate. At field W.Va ne ell 
Lake Compounce, Bristol, Conn., Sunday (24) Dorsey cracked his own | Sage a 
high mark by 700 with approximately 4,500 at $1.10. At Hershey Park, | 
Hershey, Pa. (20) band got okay 2,990 admissions, grossing $2,845. | Kans.; Sept. 1, Ravenna, 
Shep Fields (Columbia theatre, Erie, Pa, Aug. 20). Good $1,272 gross | North Platte; 5, Rapid ed S. D.; 6, 
at 40c per person begy-ttonry 8, Pierre; 12, Mobridge; 
Ina Ray Hutton (Lake Pearl, Wrentham, Mass., Aug. 20). |17, Great Bend, Kans. 
pulled solid 1,400 at 85c top here. Lou Breese, Sept. 9, Surf B., Clear 


Blonde leader 


Estimates for This Week 








Bob Armstrong, Buffalo—(Buffalo: 


3.500; 35-55). ‘Whistling in Dark’ 
(M-G) on screen taking bows for 
part of draw. Rather mild stage 


Anson Weeks, Aug. 30, Topeka, | Show is building to excellent $13,500 
Neb. 2.|° the strength this maestro’s local 
*.@ |radio popularity and dance follow- | 


ing. 


Lou Breese, Pittsburgh—(Stanley: | 


3,800; 25-40-60). Brenda and Cobina 
plus Dennis Day on stage, with ‘Kil- 


Henry King (Trianon B., Seattle, Aug. 20-21). Swell midweek draw of | bake, Ia.; 10, Prom B., Si. Paul; 12, | dare’s Weddi Day’ -G) 
2500 for two nights, at $1 per. In heavy rainstorms at Natatorium Park | Peony Park, Omaha; 13, Turnpike | screen Seumioe +e ‘ae we 
B., Spokane, band still got healthy 1,500 at 85¢c. |Casino, Lincoln; 15, Skyline B., $25 000. or bette St ee 

a . Stam Meas | a ,000, . tage combo is 

Guy Lombardo (Narragansett Pier, Providence, R. I, Aug. 22). Lom- | Tulsa. getting the money 
bardo’s sweet rhythms accounted for ‘swell’ 1,500 at $1. | Chuck Foster, Sept. 25, four weeks; Cab Calloway, Philadelphia — 

Frankie Masters (Hershey Park, Hershey, Pa. Aug. 23). Good 1,422 | Roosevelt hotel, New Orleans. (Earle: 2.768: 35-46-57-68-75 ). ‘“Par- 
turnout for Masters; gross, $1,053. | Ray Kinney. Sept. 11, week, State | son of Panamint’ (Par) on screen. 

Bill McCune (Totem Pole B., Auburndale, Mass., Aug. 18-23). In first | theatre, New York. 


Artie Shaw, Sept. 
Stadium, Washington, D. C 
|; Charlie Spivak, Sept. 18, Trianon 
B., Toledo; 19, four weeks, Palladium 
|B., Chicago. 

Joe Reichman, Aug. 30, Tower B., 
Pittsburgh, Kansas; 31, Meadow 
|}Acres B., Topeka, Kansas; Sept. 2, 
| Lakeside Park, Denver. 

Tiny Bradshaw. Sept. 1, Temple 
Roof Garden, Baton Rouge, La.; 2, 
Crystal Palace, Jackson, Miss.; 3 
City Aud., Galveston, Tex.; 4, City 
Aud., Houston, Tex.; 5, Cooper Club, 
Henderson, Tex.; 8, City Aud., At- 


shot here McCune proved solid six-day draw. Beginning with Monday’s 
1,100 he got 1,500, 2,000, 2,400, 2,800, and 3,700 Saturday for figure of | 
13,500-$9,113; equal to Al Donahue-Russ Morgan top marks. 

Glenn Miller (Casa Loma B., Charleston, W. Va., Aug. 23). Miller set 
another new mark here with 2,089; 1,634 at $1.75 advance and 455 at $2.25 
at gate. Day before (22) he drew 2,085 at Wheeling Park B., Wheeling, 
W. Va.; 1,122 at $1.35 advance, 963 at $1.75 gate. 

Joe Sanders (Chermot B., Omaha, Neb., Aug. 22). 
mot season with big 1,611 at 70c for $1,127 gross. 

Lang Thompson (Lake Worth Casino, Fort Worth, Tex., Aug. 17-24). 
Fair 4,000 in eight nights at 44c to 75c equalled $2,461. 

Joe Venuti-Andrews Sisters (Excelsior Park B., Minneapolis, Aug. 22). 
Duo attracted disappointing 1,200 at $1.10. Gals are localities, too. 


Sanders opened Cher- 





BERNIE BERLE BACK Cecilia for Founders lanta, Ga.; 9, Aud., Bristol, Va.; 10, 
Philadelphia, Aug. 26. ‘ ? Palmetto Park, Augusta; 11, Aud., 
Bernie Berle makes his return to | Day Gala at West Point "ai eesiaiee hes: 4 neil 


the music field with an engagement | Benny Goodman is slated for the | Cincinnati: 2, Armory, Fairmont, W. 
to play at the military ball of ihe |Founders Day gala at West Point|Vya; 3, Armory, Charleston, W. Va.; 
Veterans of Foreign Wars at the | o,;4 }9 Pig Fete en timate £e. 


Philly Convention Hall, Thurs. (28).|  yqoestro interrupts his Hotel New | 2 
Berle had been absent for more | ‘o ~<a. plans es €w |Strand theatre, Brooklyn; 12, week, 


pel . | Yorker, N. Y., engagement for that | atr lew Y 
than a year because of difficulties | ,. ns g es | Apollo theatre, New York. | 
‘ith th ok : | night. He opens at the latter spot Harry James, Sept. 10, Armory, 
“ eer te Oct. 9 and the West Point date falls | North Adams, Mass.; 11, Riverside 








Park, Springfield, Mass. 





on his night off (Sunday). 








Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


NEW YORK 


(Presented herewith, as a weekly tabulation, is the estimated cover 
charge business being done by name bands in various New York hotels. 
| Dinner business (7-10 P.M.) not rated. Figures after name of hotel give 
| room capacity and cover charge. Larger amount designates weekend and 

holiday price.) 


Music with Personality 


FORD 
HARRISON 


AND HiS ORCHESTRA 





Covers Total 

Weeks Past Covers 

Currently Attracting Band Hotel Played W cel On Date 

. ° Xavier Cugat..... Waldorf (375; $1-$1.50)...ccecce eee 2,550 38,500 
Capacity Business at the Wili Bradley....../ Astor (1,000; 75c-$1)...... phates . 6 2,050 14,150 
i _ Ray Heatherton... Biltmore (300; $1-$1.50)...... cocccce LI 475 4,775 
ST. MORITZ ROOF | kay Kinney*....-. Lexington (300; 75¢-$1.50)..-. +++ 0ee. 19 1,325 24,850 

Johnny Long*.... New Yorker (400; 75c-$1.50)..... es 6 

(New York) St. Regis (400; $1-$1.50)............. 14 375 5,575 


Hal Saunders..... 


After 4 Successful Years at 
The CASINO, Biarritz 


major draw. tBradley was replaced Monday (25) by Bob Chester. 





Phe BAGATELLE, Paris Chicago 
CHEZ VICTOR, Cannes Benny Goodman (Panther Room, Hotel Sherman; 700; $1-$2 min.). Con- 
SPORTING CLUB tinuing a great money stay kere, Goodman came up with another banner 


week of 6.100 customers. Management announced that band has broken all 
previous attendance records in the room. 

Skinnay Ennis* (Empire Room, Palmer House; 600; $3-$3.50 supper 
min.). Still packing them in and enjoyed a swell week with 5,800 payees. 

Bovd Raeburn* (Chez Paree; 500; $2.50-$3.50 min.). New show, headed 
by Carmen Amaya and Cross and Dunn, helped boost this week’s total to 
5,300 customers, 

Jimmy Joy* (Walnut Room, Bismarck Hotel; 300; $1-$2 min.). Proving 
a consistent draw, Joy and his crew come up with another good week, 


Monte Carlo 
«- 


Mgt. Meyer Davis, New York 











——— 








IN A SUBWAY 
FAR FROM IRELAND 


playing to 2,400 patrons. 














18, Riverside , 


| 





On the Upbeat 


Jack Colebaugh, from Tiny Hill, 
replaces Tony Moreno 
section of Mel Marvin band, now at 
Pelham Heath Inn, New York. 














Bob Green orchestra went into 
Village Barn, N. Y., Monday (25). 





Teddy Wilson and Red Allen bands 
again reserved Cafe Society, N. Y., 
jobs Saturday (23). Wilson moved 
into uptown and Allen went down- 
town. 





Ken Marvin band replaced Art 
Mooney’s at Bordewick’s, Tuckahoe, 
N. Y., last week (Wed.). 





Ed Rogers, former Asbury Park, 
N. J., booker, road managing new 
Bob Allen band at Buckeye Lake, O. 





Frank Loesser doing the tunes for 
‘Air Raid’ at Paramount. 





Felix Bernard sold his Army ditty, 


| booked by Delbridge & Correll. 





15,550 | booking that will 


* Asterisks indicate a supporting floor show, although the band is the | 


| Harry James’ band, taking over dur- 
| ing latter’s Eastwood Park, Detroit, 
engagement. 

John Sullivan Orch opened a stand 
jat the Barlett Pavilion, 
Lake, Jackson, Mich., this week on a 
keep 





through Labor Day. 
P chy , 

Jimmy Dorsey’s band is furnishing 
jmusic for “The Fleet’s In’ at Para- 
} mount, 


| Gus Arnheim’s orch will follow 


|Don Bester and his crew into the 
“Baker Hotel roof, Dallas. Arnheim 
will play through the month of Sept. 


| Hal Wayne orch goes into the 
| President hotel, Kansas City, Thurs- 
| day (28) for a four-week stay. Then 
| shifts to the Wolverine, Detroit. 


has been 
Lake Ca- 


George Towne’s orch 
held over at the Burden 


em #8 >. rv 
Bob Grant* (Camellia House, Drake Hotel; 300: $2.50 min.) Russel] | $429; Averill Park, N. Y. 
i single ac id Strong band succeeded in bringing in 2,400 cus- | —_—— 
Columbia Record No. 36211 Swann, sil - = and S " 1 g Les Hite played a string of one- 
tomers: gooaqd Week ; Peta Fiche ps o 2 
By | Pon Orlando* (Villa Moderne; 1,000; no min.). Winnie Hoveler Dancers cin appeeerers = ob wee! a: 
9 Y ‘the attraction here, pulling in 3,800 payees for a strong week. | ‘Hollywood's Colored Sensation 
A M Oo A D L A | Artie Friedman, first saxaphonist 
os ngeiles of Vincent Lopez’s orchestra, is re- 
Freddy Martin (Ambassador; 900; $1-$1.50). Held to tempo of previous | covering from a serious operation. 
week still welcoming back old friends from summer hoilday with satisfac- canon 
tory 2.600 on hand. _— Stardusters quartet replaces rhree 
AND H IS ORCHESTRA Chuck Foster (Biltmore; 1,150; minimum $1-$1.50). Raised attendance | Debs with Charlie Spivak. 





ante during another week with patronage around 4,800. 
Woody Herman ‘Palladium; 6,000; 55c-83c). 


y once 











——_— 











} ing up. 


JOHNNY 
LONG 


and his orchestra 


Bob Crosby (Casino, Catalina Island; 4,000; 28c-44c). | 
,the biggest weekly grosses of the season, with 16,000 hoofers greeting his 
Did 4,400 payees on Sunday (17) for a record. 

Opening in the mid- 





second week. 
Ted Fio Rito (Trianon, Southgate; 1,200; 40c-55c). 


opening stand with around 2,600. . ; 
Charlie Barnet (Casa Manana, Culver City; 200; 55c). Kept to 
| week's pace after overcoming a slow bow, with 4,500 on hand. 


San Francisco 
(Rose Room, Palace Hotel, 500; 





last 





HOTEL NEW YORKER 
NBC—DECCA RECORDS 








j 


| Carl Ravazza* 50c-$1.25). 





MANAGEMENT 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 


close hotels. Will Osborne takes over. 


weeks. 





On second week of hold- | 
: over maintained patron pace of between 18 and 20,000. Gene Krupa com- | definite stay at the Syracuse hotel, | 


| Harry Owens (Hotel Miramar, Santa Monica: 500; 50c-$1). Playing on | 
four-nights-a-w eek schedule. the payees averaged around a repeat 1,300. t 
Turned in one of | 1st 


dle of the week Fio Rito drew 1.500 stubs first two days, finishing four-day | 


Sixth-final | 


Jack Teagarden band set for in- 


| Syracuse, N.Y., opening Sept. 19. 





Lee Edwards begins work as vocal- 


with Henry Busse when that 
| band goes into Edgewater Beach 
hotel, Chicago, Sept. 5. 

Moe Gale has taken on Tune- 


toppers quartet. 


Al Donahue skipped to Coast home 
for 10-week layoff last week after 


short hospitalization for ulcers. 


| 





| Friday (29). 


in trumpet , 


‘$21 a Day—One a Month,’ to Mono- 
' gram for use in “Top Sergeant Mul- 


ligan.’ 
Arturo and Caballeros into Ohio 
hotel, Youngstown, until Sept. 12; | 


Lynn Richards now singing with! 


Pleasant | 


the band | 


Artie Shaw’s opening dance date 
| week finished fine, with just under 2,000 covers despite strike threats to | moved up to ‘somewhere in New 
The DeMarcos staying two extra | England’ for Sy Shribman, opening 


Calloway, $21,500 in Philly; Krupa, 
216, Omaha, Big in Bandfilmers: 
Hines-Ethel Waters OK 19 in L.A. 


ee — 


| Checking in with zingy $21,500, with 
|lion’s share of credit going to Cal- 
| loway’s organization, 

Jan Garber, Indianapolis—(Lyric; 
, 1,900; 39-40-50). ‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep) 
| is picture. Garber crew handed 
| laurels for much of good $12,000 in 
till. 


Horace Heidt, Chicago—(Chicago: 
4,000; 35-55-75). Helped by second 


| week of ‘Charley’s Aunt’ (20th). 
Film shares plenty in sparkling 
| $45,000. Picture brought in nearly 


| $56,000 opening week teamed with 
|Gene Krupa and Andrews Sisters. 

| Earl Hines, Los Angeles—(Para- 
| mount: 3,595; 30-44-55-75). Orches- 
| tra backed up by Ethel Waters on 
| sawe and twin bill on screen, ‘Par- 
{son of Panamint’ (Par) and ‘This 
| Way Please’ (RKO). Sweet $19,000. 

Gene Krupa, Omaha—‘Orpheum: 
| 3,000; 10-40-55). Krupa band and 
| revue teamed with ‘Million Dollar 
| Baby’ (WB). Doing so well it may 
|top Sammy Kaye's record here, 
Terrific $21,000, or more, expected. 

Clyde Lucas, New York—(Strand: 
2.767; 35-55-75-85-99). Coupled with 
‘Bad Men of Missouri’ (WB) and be- 
ing strongly helped by ‘Rochester’ 
on stage (2d wk). Nice $28,000 ex- 
pected, after fine $42,000 opening 
week, 

Claude Thornhill, New York ~— 
(Paramount; 3,664; 35-55-85-99). ‘Kiss 
Boys Goodbye’ (Par) on_ screen, 
while stage support includes Four 
Ink Spots and Jerry Colonna. Sec- 
ond week Yor film and stage setup, 
excepting Ink Spots (4th wk), get- 
ting rugged $49,000 after $59,000 on 
opening stanza. 




















The World’s Createst 
|| Vibraharpist and Drummer 


LIONEL 
HAMPTON 


And His 16 Men of Music 


PANTHER ROOM 


HOTEL SHERMAN 
CHICAGO 


Starting Aug. 29 


Broadcasting Nightly 


NBC 


e 

VICTOR RECORDS 
* 

Personal Management 


JOE GLASER, Inc. 


30 Rockefeller Plaza, New York 
Circle 7-0862 


JIMMY 
DORSEY 


and His Orchestra 


AUG. 30—CONVENTION HALL, 
ASBURY PARK, N, Jd 
SEPT. 1—STEEL PIER, 
ATLANTIC CITY,N. J. 
| REPEAT ENGAGEMENT 























Decca Records 


Personal Management — BILL BURTON 


DICK — 
ROGERS 


And His Orchestra 


CURRENTLY AT 
RITZ-CARLTON 
HOTEL ROOF 
BOSTON 
eo 
COLUMBIA OKEH RECORDS 
| MUZAK TRANSCRIPTIONS 








——— | 











MANAGEMENT 


GENERAL AMUSEMENT CORP. 
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Inside Stuff—Music 


One of the human interest quirks stemming from the ASCAP-radio war 
involves a former songplugger who has suddenly found himself the pub- 
lisher of what looks like a smash hit. He was without a job for over.a 
year prior to the ASCAP-radio split and had been living on relief money 
obtained from the industry's benevolent organization, Professional Music 
Men, Inc. His break came when an ASCAP firm agreed to return the 
song in question to the writers because of the firm’s inability to exploit 
the number on the networks. The unemployed plugger soon fell heir to 
the song and licensed it for radio through Broadcast Music, Inc. A band 
leader recorded the tune and included it consistently in his remote broad- 
casts. In quick time three other hands put the song on wax. Recently an 
ASCAP publisher offered the plugger $5,000 for outright transfer of the 
number, but the ex-reliefer turned the proposition down. 








Jimmy Campbell Publications, Inc., was organized by the former Lon- 
don music man to protect a counle of songs he brought over from Eng- 
land, but otherwise ke has yet to form his own publishing outfit. Camp- 
bell is doing a temporary exploitation chore for Meredith Willson, the 
Coast maestro, on two songs the latter authored, ‘You and I’ (a hit already, 
exceeding 100,000 copies to date) and ‘Two in Love.’ Larry Richmond of 
Music Dealers Service, Inc., is selling agent, but neither Campbell nor 
Richmond are otherwise partnered in any publishing business. Richmond, 
for obvious reasons of amity with all music pubs, doesn’t want to go into 
song publishing in competition with the established firms. Campbell 
hopes, when his deal with Willson ends, to organize his own company. 





Sudden revival in popularity of ‘Miss You’ kas Santly-Joy-Select, which 
published the tune in 1929, quite puzzled. Victor has lined up Tommy 
Dorsey, Dinah Shore and Freddy Martin to make recordings of the num- 
ber and there has been a marked call from sheet music dealers, but the 
publishing firm is still unable to find out what started the thing. One 
speculation from within S-J-S is that the song, because of its nostalgic 
theme, might kave caught the fancy of soldiers in some training camp 
and the popularity began rolling from that point. Meanwhile, the lyrics 
have been slightly revised, with the torch angle taken out entirely. Num- 
ber was written by the Tobias Bros., Charles, Henry and Harry. 


After an ASCAP publisher had been approached by a songsheet outfit 
about selling it lyric reprint rights, he instructed his counsel to investigate 
the executive personnel of the songsheet organization. The inquiry dis- 
closed that both the general manager and the distribution manager had 
done time in a Connecticut institution, one for fraud involving state funds 
and the other in connection with the wholesaling of contraband song- 
Sheets. The two, it was also found, got acquainted in the clink. 





Harry James and his father, Everette James, supervisor of music courses 
at St. Anthony’s School, Beaumont, Texas, collaborated on a modern 
trumpet instruction book being published by Robbins Music. James got 
his early instruction on the instrument from his father, wko led a circus 
band for years before settling in Beaumont to teach. Leader’s early days 
were spent playing in circus outfits. 


The Treasury Dept. (Defense Savings Staff) has started distribution of 
Irving Berlin’s ‘Any Bonds Today?’ theme song specially written by him 
for this branch of U. S. defense. Copyright is in the name of Henry 
Morgenthau, Jr., Secretary of the Treasury, as a means to circumvent any 
ASCAP-radio complications for widest clearance. 








The ‘I've Got My Captain Working for Me Now’ wartime evolution is 
manifested again at Fort Monmouth, N. J., where Ben Bernie’s boy, Jason, 
is Garson Kanin’s superior in the film-cutting division of the Signal Corps. 


Mutual Network Plugs | 


The following tabulation of network popular music performances is not 
confined to WOR, New York release for Mutual Broadcasting System, but 
also includes the entire MBS chain. Compilation herewith covers the week 
beginning Aug. 18 (Monday) and ending Aug. 24 (Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 
2 a.m. based on daily reenpitulations furnished by Accurate Reporting 
Service and the MBS logs. 








» 





TITLE PUBLISHER TOTAL 
Kiss the Boys Goodbye—*Kiss Boys Goodbye........ iyo) 31 
ere | eee eer eee Cer |: eer 30 
We CAMP URINEE 5 © DRIES 66S 664 4ens 6 5.0 ods vos ca Vans cs hasMRE, caccerevass 26 
co Ae RM) ey Be ee re er (eee 25 
CEWOW ME OU PAMUINOE 6g ica ccc csccspesweonvccesedes err 24 
Guess I'll Have to Dream the Rest................... _ SOeeeer ee 22 
I PRONE, Bact Sead erick Sb des dios pests we. ae 20 
Aurora sisi a'n Je Sap Oy oA gos scare 18 
DE eGia <i bee met Gos lkaw saeWs «kobe onoeda Pee ee ere MOOR a vicies ts 18 
Don’t Want Set World’ on Fire...................06. oi. ee 17 
PE OEP. CC fic v cass doc Sid eA bo xoeoca vk veculs Camppell ...cess 15 
Apple Blossom Time......... Le bP occas he:ba6bi ey se CE sachen 14 
Re re ee hice bk evieeh anew Schuberth ...... 14 
BEMPDOT OF IDEOREAG. 0... occ cicccces Terre eres eee 13 
PUEns BOR SEN PUREE. noc ccc cc cccsecaccscceneee MUOMONE. 2... ccvee 13 
ee i mR TNE. ng ccc cc adccccccccescccceces jo. |) i 13 
Don’t Take Your Love from Me..................... WEARER cs ccsve 12 
SEE, SEOUL, Suk ictceceaasccacdeace. SS -. : See 12 
Rose and a Prayer......... FE Core (6EBWNS Sbecsecocccs 12 | 
Under Blue Canadian Skies.......... ey 0 eee 12 | 
Se NEMO 5 bc4S Nese slecd cactescreiss ee: aE 
Dolores—*Las Vegas Nights..................ccccee: Paramount ..... 11 
ORE EINES 2, o's a 4494 bb's sas s0ve cde oes tan eae os ee 11 
Be OV MeRC Ue GE MEW WOT. ois cccccccevcrcies eer 11 
NE ed Dee gOS SS 65:0 ibe d A dod OAS RObSchawesae Paramount ..... 11 
Tattletale ...., PEREGS GM SOROASEN CR 44 S5 Sab CSR oo ae 10 
Rs Miia ok cia ds occa teunnkbnes heres cunanl Melody Lane.... 10 
i Re ee ae OE eee oO er . a 


*Filmusical excerpt. 














The writers of G’BYE NOW say “HELLO THERE” 


and thanks to JOAN BROOKS’ SINGtillating 


SincING POWERS MODELS 


Now AT LOEW’S STATE THEATRE, NEW YoRK 


for your swell vocals of G’BYE NOW and our new song ‘HELLO THERE’ 
on your personal appearance tour. 
We'll be listening Sat. at 6:15 on WJZ and NBC Blue, too! 
e 


LEVISON-EVANS MUSIC CORP. 336 West 24th St.. New York City 























Top British Radio Plugs 


(Week of July 21) 





Darling Daughter...... Chappell 
pO 2 Seer ee Wright 
bee are ry ee FDH 
Gi ST ere 
ERE re rrr re C-C 
How Did He Look?......Prowse 
De I Love You?........ Chappell 
That Song Again..........Wood 
Baek Wee BO. ks dices: Chappell 
6): Sears ee FDH 
Te re C-C 
De: Ms aeenaa ea ean és Gay 











Airlines 


Continued from page 








his way home from a trip to his 
news-gathering unit in London. 


Judy Clark to H’wood 


Judy Clark, singer and dancer 
with Ray Heatherton’s orchestra at 
the Biltmore (N.Y.) roof, who has 
been signed by Republic Pictures, 
left the port Monday (25) for Holly- 
wood via the American Airlines 
way. Her first pix for Republic will 
be ‘Marines on Parade,’ starring Al 
Pearce and his Gang, which goes in- 
to the works in October. The 17- 
year-old Lynbrook, L.I., songstress, 
made not-so-ancient news hawks 
feel Social Securityish, for a few of 
them remember when the gal made 
her singing debut at Texas Guinan’s 
old recadhouse stand in Valley 
Stream some 11 years ago. 

Word flits northward that to- 
morrow night (28) Cab - Callaway 
and his musicians will fly United 
Air Lines from Philadelphia to Chi- 
cago. 

Sunday’s (24) spies saw Mr. and 
Mrs. Oscar Hammerstein, in from 
L. A. on the sTWAtoliner, while 
Clare Boothe, Henry Luce’s No. I 
playwright, and William Schirer, of 
‘Berlin Diary’ authorship, were off 
on the evening sTWAtoliner to the 
western end of the car tracks. 

The 23d saw Milton Berle winging 
his way westward via_ transport 
plane, while the same face-on-the- 
clock saw TWA carry Allen Jenkins 
to Pittsburg. American Airlines 
bring to town Madeleine Carroll and 
Alexander Korda from the Realm of 
Reels. 

Lou Mindling, CBS exec, was off 
to L. A. the TWA way on Friday 
(22), while the sTWAtoliner that 
evening brought in Kyle Crichton, 
Collier’s writer. 

A roll call of the week’s aerial 
manifests reveals Mr. and Mrs. 
Dwight Deere Wiman, of the pro- 
ducing Wimans, were off, TWA, to 
L. A.; Maureen O’Sullivan chose the 
TWA route in from Chi, where she 
had, with Naval Secretary Frank 
Knox, attended the Governor’s Navy 
Day festival, to do some show shop- 
ping for a few days; Billy Gilbert in 
from the Coast to the east; Mrs. Ar- 
turo Toscanini and Jack Kirkland 
off to Hollywood, and Vincent Lopez, 
Harrisburgh-bound on a personal ap- 
pearance tour, all aboard TWA. 


Jessel Busy 


Georgie Jessel was the busy bee of 
the airways, hopping out Sunday 
night (17) to L. A. and bounding 
back in again four days later to be 
greeted at the TWA gates by Al 
Bloomingdale, who is straying from 
the department store showcase to 
Broadway to finance the Jessel 
Broadway musical, ‘High Kickers.’ 

Ole Olsen, of Olsen & Johnson, 
the ‘Hellzapoppin’ kids, was due in 


| Monday night (25) from L. A. where 


the boys have been slaving over a 
celluloid record of their stage antics. 

Katie Hepburn flew out during the 
week, via TWA, to L. A. with a 
stop-off at St. Louis. She’s to make 
a picture. 

The visit Dan Topping and his 
wife, Sonja Henie, made to the air- 
port produced somewhat of an 
event. The couple came down to 
greet Miss Henie’s mother, who was 
inbound from L. A. aboard a Strato- 
liner. While awaiting the ship’s ar- 
rival, the couple ventured upstairs to 
the Aviation Terrace to arrange a bit 
of party for Sonja’s mama. 

The couple never got around to 
discussing the costs of preparing 
fatted calves, etc., for they were told 
they couldn’t enter the restaurant 
because they were accompanied by 
Miss Henie’s two toy spaniels, 

More mirthful than miffed, the 
couple bounced back downstairs, de- 
posited their pups with a friend and 
arranged their fiesta at another es- 
tablishment that, they later learned, 
wasn’t adverse to slipping a bit of 
supper to the canines, too. 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines 


(Records below are grabbing most nickels this week in jukeboxes 
throughout the country, as reported by operators to VARIETY. Names 
of more than one band or wocalist after the title indicates, in order of 
popularity, whose recordings are being played. Figures and names in 
parenthesis indicate the number of weeks each song has been in the listings 
and respective publishers.) 





{ Jimmy Dorsey........Decca 


1. Maria Blena (©) Southern. .cccccccncess | Tony Pastor........Bluebird 
2. Yours (6) Marks........++ pedaceneeeece pesern ig no deg ite or 
3. Kiss Boys Goodbye (4) Famous... paecd NE sro —- - ae 
4. Yes, Indeed (4) Embassy..........+0++ . Tommy Dorsey....... Victor 
5. You and I (1) Willson...... jeencenns eve | Senne Geese Nene 
6. "Til Reveille (1) Melody Lane.......... } kaye a dee 
7. Goodbye Dear Be Back Year (7) C. to C. a: tam + — 
8. Rose and a Prayer (7) BVC........... | charlie aenek he ae 
9. Things I Love (4) Campbell............ lieu eee ae 
10. Guess I'll Dream Rest (1) Block........ | Glenn Miller” heke Toned 


DISKS GAINING FAVOR 


(These records are directly below the first 10 in popularity, but growing 
in demand on the coin machines.) 


, : Ms (Tommy Tucker ....... Okeh 
Don’t Want Set World on Fire (Cherio).... ) Horace Heidt ....Columbia 
ey a j Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 


) Charlie Spivak ...... 


South of North Carolina (Porgie).......... § Dick Robertson........Decca 


) Gene Krupa .......... Okeh 

. , ( Charlie Spivak ....... Okeh 

Peaceful in Country (Regent).............. | Harry James ..... Columbia 
. ; ‘ ; { Andrews Sisters ..... Decca 
Booglie Wooglie Piggy (Mutual)........... j Johnny Long ........ eee 
hi ( Bink Creeey ..ccscess Decca 

You Are My Sunshine (Southern).......... ) Tommy Tucker .......Okel 
. : { Jimmy Dorsey ....... Decca 
Pat TOE ev eke cede tesieatéeccaNeens ) Dinah Shore ...... Bluebird 
: i { Dick Robertson ...... Decca 

$21 a Day, Once Month (Kaycee).......... ) Tony Pastor .......Bluebird 
I’ve Been Drafted (Pacific)................ \ Kay Kyser ....... Columbia 
Ae nee Decca 

: { Harry James ....Columbia 

OEE TO LAD (BO8)....900 ‘) Sonny Dunham... .Bluebird 
Blue Champagne (Encore) ............2006 Jimmy Jorsey ....... Decca 
Why Don’t We Do This Often? (BVC)..... ) Kay Kyser ....... Columbia 


) Freddie Martin ...Bluebird 


NBC-CBS Plugs 








Following compilation of plugs on NBC and Columbia’s New York out- 
lets covers the week beginning Aug. 18 (Monday) and ending Aug. 24 
(Sunday), from 8 a.m. to 1 a.m., and is based on daily recapitulations fur- 
nished by the Office of Research-Radio Division of the College of the City 
of New York. 


PUB- 

TITLE LISHER TOTAL 
Guess I'll Have to Dream Rest.............ccecc0c0e |) Se oa 
RN PMR cacaituir ses Wine aioe er mie Ne <5 5 ee. 36 
EMU SUC uaa spark kaie wes 94leoukcerk Sie wore bw eRD COM hee rey 32 
3 Saha ati. ga btat eave, wg ermal el) eee 30 
I Went Out of My Way......... See | ee eee 27 
MOOGIIO WOOKHG PIGRY «6. cick ccc vec ckvicscvdsneee bes PEUCUAL cocci cia 2S 
Green ByeB.....cscicccs See: ee 
EE re a eens ob tcccks + oe kU eae , i ee | 
Be OE RNS Onc ca cole sce balp kes ett ll 24 
PPOCOEME 89) SO COUNTEG ic vo cieiee's é-ccvcbsces cede veles (| See eee 
I IO yi. 5 6 bisrednictic cd were sine en i Mise he tae eure aweee Campbell ........ 22 
i a A aes 6 er Melody Lane .... 22 
WEG WV ORO 20 WROIEE? kk skis hace cs cvensvesrevnsees SS ere ee 22 
bamMent TO LOVE. ......cc00ceccs CTT Lee TT | fre 
CNM eigen aS  ak eS tat tea Southern ........ 20 
nh ee CONN. cccnecasesisssceb ess pes deeee oosccessnan I 
INN SorV6 gicales em ost cay cvoen 1S ores baie prac s Schuberth ....... 17 
ea ad tie eh ge solu sec eabitadbe via Reaine BMOOEEY occcccces 16 
ee Noise os 1s 8s ares beaouate idler ede i'd oe Sa ee 14 
City Called Heaven........... Li 13 
a aMEA nS feeb Wide tite wa backeaes b-0nkn@aehameal i ere 13 
Oe ha aie sk hvala 4 maiacasiied t waia wil amaen EN Gan make 13 
Serre ae -. a ererre 12 
Oe Sell eer 
ited hah gates 1h ono6-k 4's bode ck ee aekd Musicana ........ 12 
ar errr .~Schumann ........ Il 
I See a Million People ............ .. Radio Tunes .... ll 
on BE 1.0 0-5/6 Ng bb oe EY os al 6.866 11 
Cr rrr reer ae: Southern ........ 11 
I a ee a ee ROBO cc ccscses 10 
I eB ii cnc us dbo a te | rere ee 10 
Bete COt Away From It All ......cccccacecccccsces PANDRSSY oc cevcses 10 
Me Ge I Bi nn nc kvcsbccccccscsaccenawes LB DOUG . 0 00008 10 














It?s Hotter Than The Chicago Fire! 
TOMMY TUCKER'S original recording of 


I DONT WANTTO SET 
THE WORLD ON FIRE 


Okeh 6320 
HORACE HEIDT — Columbia 36295 
THE CHARIOTEERS — Okeh 6332 
CHERIO MUSIC PUBLISHERS, INC. 
1585 Broadway, New York City 
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MUSIC 43 





15 Best Sheet 


Music Sellers 


(Week ending Aug. 23, 1941) 





SD Ee acaeaeG pa ewas sae ee ee hi ecek eee te Kee +eeee. Willson 
SD A ee hid ad Ook ie bak ... Schuberth 
a si aah cia saa web 66 tae E ood ka ORC Ew KIERO ... Southern 
RPT rrr rerevrr eer rer rrr er ere ree ... Campbell 
IE ors anaes beGea be boas babe oOo bb000400000008 .. Melody 
Daaey sesteees ase ae a OE edi ho ace cae re . Republic 
VWOUTS occccvsses aa telat Se ae ie dS en ei acai one ik .. Marks 
OS LE ee a ene ee ..- Campbell 
NING 6 5. 05.4.05:0 64.0 90 900 ha RARE KORE .. Southern 
Es ona ala cad dig sas wS Verb ass SwEReeO SOEEE Encore 
Green Eyes ........ peat Ida. sd Oras hae oN Senne eee .. Southern 
Apple Blossom Time...........--scsccccccccccsccccees . Broadway 
I Guess I’ll Have to Dream the Rest.................. .- Block 
*Kiss Boys Goodbye (‘Kiss Boys Goodbye’)............. Famous 
ee OR re ee Aree Teer rer Republic 





*Filmusical. 








CBS, NBC Getting ‘Careless With 
ASCAP Tunes; Either Peace Sign 


Or Due to Name Singers Pressure 





Publishers affiliated with the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers have during 
the past week expressed themselves 
as puzzled by the increasing inclu- 
sion of ASCAP numbers in commer - 
cial programs on NBC and Colum- 
bia. The pubs can’t make out 
whether the networks’ checking 
staffs have become careless, 


whether the laxity is due to the ac- 
ceptance by these staffs of a near 
settlement with ASCAP and a feel- 
ing that under such circumstances 
ASCAP would not be inclined to 
take any infringement action. 

The ASCAP pubs involved also 
wonder whether the clearance staffs 
of the two webs have assented to 
the requests for the use of ASCAP 
tunes from name vocalists on the 
ground that the publishers would 
overlook much unauthorized per- 
formances rather than antagonize 
the singers. These pubs have nei- 
ther called attention to the networks 
to what has been going on, nor in- 
dicated any intention to bring suit. 
They have in most instances merely 
advised ASCAP of the songs, pro- 
gram, network and date. 

Two vocalists that have of late 
been dipping into the ASCAP rep- 
ertoire for their network programs 
are Bing Crosby and Lanny Ross. 
Only last week Crosby (Kraft 
Cheese) did ‘Wrap Your Troubles 


or 


in Dreams’ and Ross (Franco-Amer- 
Both | 


ican Products), ‘Casey Jones.’ 
numbers are owned by _ Shapiro 
Bernstein & Co. 


PRICE BOOST SEEN 


An idea of mounting costs for disk 
production is shellac having gone 
from 8c a pound to 24c, which some 
believe will inevitably force 35c 
platters up to 50c a copy. 

Jack Kapp, Decca prez, however, 


states that, so far as his own com- 


pany is concerned, they foresaw that 


and stocked up, and undoubtedly the | 
likewise; | 


others must have done 
furthermore, Decca has been doing 
all right at the 35c price and he 
doesn’t see any immediate need for 
retail record price upping. 


Juker Bankrupt 


Robert Grenner, general manager | 


of the Robert Grenner Amus. Co., 
filed a voluntary petition of bank- 
ruptcy in N. Y. federal court Thurs- 
day (21), listing no assets and $4,473 
in liabilities. Grenner earns $100 
weekly, 

Among some of the creditors are 
Babe Kaufman Music Corp. and 
sundry jukebox outfits. 





6-to-1 Ratio 





Hollywood, Aug. 26. 
KFAC, which took out an 
ASCAP license not so long ago, 
reported yesterday (Monday) 
that it received requests for 162 
ASCAP tunes and 22 BMI num- 
bers during a four-day period. 
The requests were directed at 
seven recorded programs. 








Musie Notes 


Jacques Press and Eddie Cherkose 
turned in ‘I’m Gonna Swing My 
Way up to Heaven’ to universal for 
‘Swing It, Soldier.’ 








Smiley Burnette cleffed ‘Drifting 
Smoke’ and ‘Strings of My Lonesome 
Guitar’ for Paramount’s ‘Stick to 
Your Guns,’ 








Guadalajara Trio sold its song, ‘El 
| Relajo,” to Hal Roach for use in 
| ‘Fiesta.’ 





Ralph Rainger and Leo Robin as- 
signed to write songs for ‘Rise and 
| Shine’ and ‘Coney Island.’ 





Harry Tobias and Harry Baris sold 
|‘Two Bravest Hombres,’ to be sung 
| in ‘Fiesta’ at Hal Roach studio. 


Raoul Krashaar turned in the score | 
for ‘Down Mexico Way’ at Republic. | 


Rodgers, O'Hara, Gilbert, Murray, 


Don Woods sold his cowpoke ditty, 
‘Lonely Buckaroo,’ to Gene Autry’s 
Western Music Publishing Co. 


‘By-U By-O’ is latest novelty crea- 


tion of the Hut Sut trio, Ted Mc- 
| Michael, Leo Killian and Jack 
| Owens. Latter is publishing. 





Harry Revel and Mort Greene are | 


doing score for two RKO pictures, 


Live.’ 
Phil Silvers and Dudley Chambers 
preparing special songs fer tl 


of ‘Navy Blues.’ 


are ne 
premiere 
Harry Peale and Allen Lair cleffed 
‘You've Gone’ for publication by the 
Syndicate Music Publishers. 


who wrote the 


at 


Waxman, 
‘Suspicion’ 


| Franz 
|score for 


Feist’s Harry Link Thinks 
It’s Up to ASCAP Writers 


New York. 





Editor, VARI=TY: 

Isn’t it remarkable that, with 
about 50 new non-ASCAP publish- 
ers flooding the market with songs 
for the last eight months, how few 
numbers have stepped out for ‘nat- 
ural hits’ as compared with songs 
by ACAP writers previously? 

Now that there is every indication 
that we will be back on the major 
networks by Sept. 1, the ASCAP 
publishers are getting back in ac- 
tion. The hardest job our industry 
faces is making the dealers, leaders, 
singers and radio stations conscious 
of the vast amount of great material 
available to them. They will have 
to realize that the catalogs available 
after Sept. 1 are not material they 
are compelled to use, because 
there‘s nothing else to pick from, 
but there is open to them the best 
works of the past 25 years of 
America’s greatest writers. They 
will find this material is not made 
up of pseudo hits, forced on them 
by the attitude of the networks to- 
ward the music industry, which was 
mainly instrumental in the networks 
reaching their present position; but 
is material the merit of which was 
decided by the public through their 
own free and voluntary acceptance 
or rejection of songs—and not be- 
cause they were forced for months 
to listen to ‘synthetic hits.’ 

Writers Stagnant 

In my opinion, during this period, 
most of our best writers became 
stagnant. Their attitude has been 
that it was futile to write material 
when there was no outlet to get it 
published or plugged. My idea of 
the quickest way to bring back the 
music business would be to flood 
the market with ASCAP songs. 
There are 1,300 writer-members in 
this organization. If the 700 or 800 
popular writers would each produce 
two songs, and the 300 standard and 
production writers do _ likewise, 
within the next 30 days the industry 


Affiliates May Hold Up NBC-ASCAP 
Deal ‘Til Oct. 1 to Save on Fees: 
NAB Meets Today (Wed.) on Contract 





On Hot Seat 


The suspense is brutal now, 
for the music men, as they’re 
awziting the ASCAP go-signal. 
In many respects it’s worse than 
the many-month enforced em- 
bargo on the radio, because they 
were keyed for a long drawn out 
fight. 

Now, as Sept. 1 looms—and 
then again looks to be stalled 
another week or so. before 
‘peace’ is ratified—they’re chaf- 
ing at the bit, hungry to tee off. 


3d Quarter Plum 
From ASCAP Will 
Be Around 6506 


If the present rate of collection 
continues through September, the 
American Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers will, it was 
disclosed last week, distribute at 
least $650,000 among its members for 


the third quarter of 1941. The roy- 
alty divvy for the like quarter of 
1940 was $900,000. For the previous 
quarter of this year (April-June) it 
was $1,000,000. 


ASCAP’s operating expenses, since 

















would have a couple of thousand 
songs being submitted to them. Out} 
of this great number at least 30 or 
40 would be hits. This would put 
the business well on its way to re- 
covery and return the source of; 
good music to the ASCAP writers 
and publishers. This should make 
the dealer and music trade in gen- 
eral realize that their ‘bread and 
butter’ producer was still the 
ASCAP writer. 

This amount of ASCAP material 
being exploited by firms with large 
and high-powered contact men staffs 
would eliminate the small, ‘shoe- 
string’ publisher who, during the 
last eight months, has taken advan- 


| 


| reduced around $600,000 a year, and 





tage of our unfortunate and en-| 
forced position. A lot of great songs 
on the market would stimulate the 
sale of sheet music and would go a 
long way in offsetting losses. 





‘Call Out the Marines’ and ‘Dying to | 


RKO, fin- | 


Harry Link. 








land publisher classifications sees 
Deems Taylor, Otto Harbach, Richard 
Rodgers and L. Wolfe Gilbert, among 


ithe songsmiths, elected to three-year 
' 


i!terms; Oley Speaks, two years; and 

Geoffrey O’Hara for one year 
Among the _ publishers, Walter 

Fischer, Jack Robbins, Jack Breg- 


man and Dick Murray are new three- 


year termers: Gustav Schirmer, two 


years; A. Walter Kramer for one 

year. . 

i The election balloting closed Mon- 

day (25) midnight and the totals 

disclosed yesterday (Tuesday). 
Gilbert is new to the board, this 


| Jaffe, Jack O’Brien and Bert Lee. 


Kramer New ASCAP Board Members 


| the whole NBC deal can yet run into 


| radio negotiations. 


the break with radio, have been 


it is estimated that, while the So- 
ciety under its new contract with 
radio will collect less, the overhead 
savings will make it possible for 
the members to derive in 1942 al- 
most as much in royalties as they 
did during 1940. 


‘Thumbs Up’ Official 


‘Thumbs Up,’ published by Santly- 
Joy-Select, has been made the offi- 











cial song for the British War Relief 
Fund in this country. Santly’s tieup 
with the organization provides for | 
the latter getting a share of the roy-| 
alties. 

Number was Moe 


co-written by 


| 
{ 
| 
| 
| 


NBC will probably determine a 
date for the resumption of ASCAP 
music on the network’s facilities 
after the executive committee of the 
National Association of Broadcasters, 
at a special meeting today (Wednes- 
day), approves the licensing contract 
forms that have been completed be- 
tween the web and the Society. 
Even though NBC had indicated that 
it would be inclined to give the 
ASCAP repertoire the greenlight 
next week, the belief persists in 
both ASCAP and_ broadcasting 
quarters that the _ bitter-enders 
among the affiliated stations will 
seek to stretch the starting date to 
Oct. 1, so that they won’t have to 
pay on ASCAP music prior to the 
final quarter of 1941, 

Intimations have been given by 
NBC that it would like to make the 
ASCAP catalogs available to its ad- 
vertisers by at least Sept. 15, but it 
also wants to make sure that an 
overwhelming majority of the affili- 


ated stations have actually com- 
mitted themselves on paper to re- 
imburse the web for their share of 
the network licensing fee. In other 
words, NBC doesn’t want to find it- 
self at the end of a month or so 
holding the bag for the major share 
of the fees due ASCAP. 


NBC and ASCAP, as well as the 
executive committee of the Indepen- 
dent Radio Network Affiliates, are 
agreed on the substance of the con- 
tract and there are just a few legal 
phrases that have to be revised. 
Should the NAB’s executive com- 
mittee ratify the agreement as it 
stands at today’s meeting, it will 
then be up to ASCAP to print the 
forms and get them out to the sta- 
tions. The agreement witih NBC al- 
lows that network 90 days in which 
to get all its affiliates to comply 
with the terms. 

See NAB Campaign 

Approval of the contract forms by 
NAB’s executive committee is ex- 
pected to be followed by a campaign 
on the association’s part to sell its 


|membership on the idea of signing 


up with ASCAP and thereby bring 
the music war to an end. ASCAP'’s 
radio committee is scheduled to 
meet tomorrow (Thursday) to give 
the contract forms the final okay, 
but the matter of similar approval 
will not be put before the ASCAP 
board of directors until NBC, having 
received a satisfactory number of 
Okays from its affiliates, states that 


| it is ready to signature the contract. 


A. Walter Kramer succeeds to the 
late George Fischer (J. Fischer & 
Bro.) and Dick Murray (Paramount 
and Famous) replaces Will Von Til- 


zer (Broadway Music). The other 
pubs are reelections. 

There were two other pop pub- 
lisher candidates, Edwin H. Morri 
and Lester Santly, but these had, 
after the ballots went out, expressed 

the run- 


a preference to stay.out of 
ning. Despite Santly’ 

tl he did not want to be a candi- 
date time, Louis Bernstein, of 
Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., sent letters 
to a group of publishers the week 


statement 
lat 
ite 


L Gaw vilios 


ished the job by conductiong a 50- | giving the Hollywood contingent its| before urging that they give favor- 


piece orchestra. 





Bob Russell, lyric writer of ‘Maria | 
has placed ;ard writer, one of the replacements 


with | is for Edgar Leslie, who resigned re- 


| Elena’ and ‘Time Was,’ 
| ‘Rainbow Ridge,’ new 
{| Southern Music. 


pop, 


first directorial representation. Rodg- | 


| ers is also new, as is O’Hara. Of the 
itwo pop songsmiths and one stand- 


cently in pique at the manner in 


able consideration to Santly’s candi- 


|dacy. Ballot count showed a large 


|vote for Morris from among the | 


| smaller pop pubs, while Santly re- 
|ceived much consideration from the 
standard group. 


|a serious 


Hints have emanated from ASCAP 
quarters during the past week that 


snag if the 
naturing is delayed 


actually sig- 
much longer. 


New ASCAP directors in the writer | which ASCAP was conducting its The ASCAP board is faced with a 
| change of membership as the result 


of the recent elections, and, even 
though the present board okayed the 


terms of the NBC agreement, the 
{new board of directors, when it 
takes office next month, can kick 
over the applecart. The votes that 
approved the NBC deal were far 
from overwhelming and the attitude 


of the new board members can be 


of such strength as to veto what has 


already happened and leave ASCAP 
no alternative but to go through 
with the anti-trust suits that it had 
under consideration when NBC made 


its counter-offer. 


Addy With Santly-Joy 

Mickey Addy has joined the pro- 
fessional staff of Santly-Joy-Select 
in New York 

He last was with the Warner Bros, 





publishing group. 














“T GUESS I'LL 


TOMMY DORSEY — VICTOR 
BOBBY BYRNE — DECCA 


MARTIN BLOCK PUBLISHING CO., NEW YORK 


FIRST ON THE LIST!!! 


VE TO DREAM THE REST" 


HARRY JAMES — COLUMBIA 
LES BROWN — OKEH 


GLENN MILLER — BLUEBIRD 
LANNY ROSS — VICTOR 


Distributed by MDS, 799 Seventh Ave., New York, N. Y. 
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AGENT S WARNED! New Acts in Niteries 
BY PA. ON RULES 2: xsss2.© 


8 Mins. 
Rainbow Room, N. Y. 
Since his opening at the Rainbow | 
Philadelphia, Aug. 26. Room, Rolf Passer has stepped up|} 
William R. Douglas, State Direc-| his stuff and makes for a nice cafe} 


“— | novelty, particularly in a class room | 
tor of the Bureau of Private Em-=! ouch as this Working with two| 


ployment, Pennsy Department of aides, a male conferencier and ; a | 
Labor and Industry, on Friday (22) ——. — — ttanataar.| 
laid down the law to booking agents | passer calls on still one more assist- | 
anent the new regulations for the| ant, this time a customer. Latter | 
10% business beginning Saturday | merely accompanies him out of the | 
(30). ; room as witness that nothing surrep- | 
bee 
The bookers were ordered to at-/| titious occurs. 


; : P , a! 
meeting at the local offices| The emcee explains the idea, and 
7 i ented and 50 of them/| then has the patrons indicate what | 














of all thea-| they would like Passer to.accomplish | Jer, of the Randforce Amus. Corp., in 


showed up—about 90% They | 
'when he returns to the room. 1ey | 

trical bookers here. Douglas ex-; ”" : stunts, such as light | 
plained the provisions of the new | = = omg oot go mare hat on the | 
law and warned that his bureau was| maestro, have him play a certain | 
ready to crack down on any viola-| tune, and then dance with him; find | 
tors. a needle or other object, etc. All| 
Douglas revealed a hitherto undis-| (hese ave atmo centire assemblage. | 

° h 4 is . _" 
— poner eermengye tad a howid age |The comely femme merely stands by, 


: : ‘nia she eventually being Passer’s ‘con- | 
violation guilty of ‘aiding and abet-|+)5): j. e.. he grasps her wrist—not | 
ting’ and makes him liable to a $25) che his, and thus cannot cue him by | 


fine for the first offense, with stiffer any hand pressure—and with that} 


raps, including heavy fines and/or! contact the telepathist accomplishes | 
imprisonment for continued viola-|the sundry chores set out for him, | 
tions. beyond his back, and during his ab- 


One practice which the new law/| sence from the boite proper. 
is expected to curb is the old dodge Of Hungarian background, Passer 
of agents’ representatives, who go! has been in the U. S. for some ee 
to work in a bookers office and then|and has appeared from Chicago to 
pull out afier stealing some of the the Coast, also in Canada, but this is 
best accounts the first time in New York. for him. 


’ Speaking with the proper ‘conti- 
Under the act, agents’ reps must eater accent, he chalks up a deft 
obtain licenses 


(fee $5), which en-! score and can play anywhere, class 
title them to work only for the li-|or mass room. He has relaxed nat 
censed agent who vouches for him.|a little since his Rainbow Room de- 
If the rep leaves the office, the! but, and it’s for the better. Abel. 
booker must send a report to the = ome 
State office stating reason why the} BOBBY BAXTER 

man left. If a man is deemed ‘unfit,’ | Singing 

the State may refuse to renew his| 10 Mins. — 

permit. The State must also okay) Wit’s End, Miami Beach ; 
any transfer from one booker’s of- Bobby Baxter scored a mild click} 
fice to another. 








at the Grossinger hotel last winter, | 
bit it took this off-season booking | 




















for him to really attract attention. } 
Very boyish looking for his 24 years, | 
a distinct surprise. Initial reaction 
| is apt to be that accorded a choir boy 
tenor, but it’s quickly dissipated the 
moment he pulls out the _ stops. 
BABES IN TAPLAND |as his, it’s a mistake to confine him- 
|self to hashing over standard airs. 
2 | With smart handling, plus his 
a Pee nifty vocalizing and fresh, youthful 
just concluded 4 WEEKS appeal, Baxter is a cinch for general 
HURRICANE 
Dinty’s Terrace Garden, on the 
ifloor show featuring Sol Grauman 
fand his musical Stair-A-Tone. 
Others on tke bill are: Ralph 
,Lewis, emcee; Three Ritter Broth- 


| he’s the possessor of a wealth of vo-| 
| cal talent. 
| A pint-sized personality, the full} 
} 
| Repertoire can stand plenty of at- 

|nitery or hotel bookings. Leslie. 

New York 

Barbara Belmore, Carlyle Sis- 


impact of his robust pipes comes as 
|tention though. With a voice such 
DINTY’S NEW SHOW 
ad |Albany-Saratoga Road, has a new 
Florence Hallman, Two Kings 


starting 3 week run Aug. 29 


STRAND 


New York teins 


; ters, 





WITH land a Queen and Virginia Mauch | 
SAMMY KA YE Dancers (six). 
V) 
Thanks to Chi AGVA Ball 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 
American Guild of Variety Artists 
| local will hold its first annual ball 
j}and show in the Sherman hotel on 
Oct. 13. 


MILES INGALLS 
HOWARD MAYER 


Pers. Rep. C. E. RICHARD 














| 
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isecond stage of his rib operation. 


ifrom the fire chief from his home 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 





Saranac, N. Y., Aug. 26. 

The Len Grottes have closed their 
camp on Upper Saranac lake, go- 
ing back to Flushing, L. I, and! 
Loew's Prospect theatre there. 

Al Brandt (of the Brandt Bros. 
chain of theatres) is staging a nifty 
comeback at the Northwoods sana- | 
torium. 

Al Tint, who mastered many set- 
backs here, is now connected with 
Whitey Ford’s ‘Plantation Party’ on 
NBC out of Chicago. 

Chris Hagedorn, long up here, is 
successfully ozoning in Bayshore, | 
L. L 

Emanuel Frisch and Samuel! Rinz- | 





| 


from the big town to ogle Leandria 
Rinzler and Ben Schultz. At the 
same time every patient was handed 
smokes and sweets. 

Salvadore Ragone and his frau, 
both ex-N.V.A-ites who saw a mess 
of service up here, are both hold- 
ing up on the good health side. 

Pat Rogers, brother of the old | 
vaudeville team of Will and Mary 
Rogers, got a check and 0.0. while 
advancing a one-night stand that’s to 
show here soon, The aforemen- 
tioned Will Rogers is not to be con- 
fused with the late film-stage com- 
edian. 

Ed Ross, Morris Levine, Dolph 
Singer, Bobby Hatz and Joe Parker, 
all ex-actors colony products, are all 
doing o.k. in the big town. 

Marie Fromm, who made the 
grade here, is vacashing locally at 
Lake Flower. 

The temperature was 32 above 
zero here last week—freezing in Au- 
gust! 

Cold spell kayoed two local nite 
spots, Harvey’s and Burke’s. 

Louis Betz recently mastered the 








Percy Wenrich, the songwriter, is 
doing a real comeback act while 
resting at the Hotel Saranac here. 
Dolly Connolly, his frau, is at his 
side. 

Martha Gill, who did a routine at 

the Will Rogers, finally got her go- 
home papers. 
Thanks to Joseph Miller, district 
manager for Columbia pictures, Al- 
bany, for sending pre-released pix 
to the gang at the Will Rogers. 

Jack Conlin, wko commutes be- 
tween Philadelphia and this actors’ 
colony, has added so much weight 
during his summer vacash that he 
vows that he will join the army. 

Sidney Grill home with that final 
good health okay. Ditto for Marion 
Hirsch, who went back to work in 
her home town, Harrisburg, Pa. 

Joe Bishop, who tooted a horn for 
Woody Herman, is skedded as a 
downtown shopper for the gang at 
the Will Rogers. That means the 
boy is well. 

Carl Kern all agog over the visit | 


town, Fairmont, West Va. 

Vivian Vaughn getting fine reports 
on general checkup. 

Mesdames Christy Matkewson and 
John McGraw seen walking down 
this actors’ colony’s Broadway mit- 
ting the gang. . 

Write to those who are ill. 





Dallas’ New Ice Arena 
In Middle of Union Tiff | 


Dallas, Aug. 26. 

With construction only 50% com- 
plete and a premiere opening sched- 
uled for Sept. 26, officials of Ice 
Sports, Inc., which will operate an 
ice arena at the Fair Park, are un- 
happy over a dispute between the 
State Fair of Texas and the Dallas 
Building & Constructions Trades | 
Council which caused a strike last | 
week. Union officials refuse to per- 
mit their members to work any- 
where on the Fair Park grounds be- 
cause non-union labor is being used 
in another spot on the grounds. Ice 
officials contend they have no con- 
nection with State Fair of Texas and 
that they used union labor exclu- 
sively. 

According to Clarke Newlon, gen- 
eral manager of Ice Sports, Inc., 
‘Icecapades’ featuring Belita,, will 
be the opening attraction here. 


Ethel Shutta at Spa 


Saratoga Springs, N. Y., Aug. 26. 

Ethel Shutta is now heading the 
show at Riley’s Lake House, Sara- | 
toga Springs, N. Y. Others on the' 
bill are: Claire and Arena, dancers, 
Marvis Dinning, singer, and Wally 
Stoefler’s orch. 

Kay Vernon, singer, opened at Ar- 
rowhead Inn Aug. 23. She has war- 
bled on NBC, in musical comedy, 
hotels and night clubs. 

















|b 


| who 
| Fur Trappers’ program over WTAM. 


| band. 


——. 





The Good Old Days 








Herewith appears a Variety review of a N. Y. Palace bill of 20 years 
ago. The intention is to reprint these weekly using the relative week of 
1921 with the current date of issue. No special reason in reviving these 
reviews other than the interest they may have tn recalling the acts which 
were playing at that time, the manner of putting together a big time show 


| (booking), which radio stations may find pertinent, and as a resume of the 


style of vaudeville reviewing of that day. 


PALACE, N. Y. 


(Reprinted from Variety of Aug. 26, 1921) 








The current bill at the Palace furnished diversified entertainment for a 
well-filled house Tuesday evening. Show time found the lower floor com- 
pletely filled with a double row of standees. 


Eddie Foy and Family topped the bill, opening after intermission. Foy 
is using the restaurant skit for his return to vaudeville. It is the best of 
the turns he has used with his children in support. Their individual abili- 
ties are brought forth to the best advantage by it. The development of 
the Foy youngsters is pronounced, the specialties of each of the younger 
members bringing forth bountiful returns. As a travesty act it has all 
the requirements for a headline. 

Victor Moore and Emma Littlefield & Co. in a revival of ‘Change Your 
Act,’ had the special feature billing. The Moore-Littlefield turn remains 
the same as presented by them in the past. It is a strong comedy act and 
next to closing, gave the final punch to a strong comedy bill. 

Amaranth Sisters & Co. opened the show with a snappy dance routine 
y the girls and fast acrobatic work by their male partners. 


Jean Granese, No. 2, started slowly with a straight vocal number, but 
took a decided brace with the comedy by the two male Italian plants in 
the audience. Miss Granese gives credit in the program to her brother, 
Charles, at the piano, but no mention is made of the male singer who is 
largely a part of the act. His vocalizing is one of its strong features and 
he was allowed a solo as the final encore. 

No. 3 held the George Choos miniature musical comedy, “Two Little Pals,’ 
headed by Jack Henry and Edythe Maye, who are billed above the title, 
It is one of those flash turns that can be placed in any bill and give sat- 
isfaction. Miss Maye is a comedienne who should develop into one of 
the leaders in her line. Her idea of comedy is refreshing with the present 
turn containing a role into which ske nicely fits. The piece is greatly 
strengthened by original musical numbers which lyrically are well up 
with the best in the musical comedy line. Darl MacBoyle is credited as 
the writer. 


Jack Henry runs through with a light comedy role in clever style with 
the other principals, Estelle McMeal and the dancing team of Harry 
Pearce and Mabel Grete. 

Jack McGowan followed the musical comedy turn with a straight sing- 
ing routine, having Jack McManus at the piano. McGowan is a production 
man listed AAI by the Bradstreets of musical comedy, juvenile business 
being his line. As a vaudeville turn he can be given the same rating. A 
singing voice backed by an undeniable personality should pave the way 
for him to remain in the two-a-day as long as he desires. McGowan is 
using largely published numbers. One lyric (special) gives as his reason 
for being in vaudeville the retirement of George M. Cohan from the pro- 
duction field, letting him out of his role in ‘Mary,’ It proves a nicely 
worked-out idea. Four additional numbers were used Tuesday evening, 
each scoring easily. 

Closing the first half had Robert Emmett Keane and Claire Whitney in 
‘The Gossipy Sex, a comedy sketch fortified with humor, handsomely 
worked out by the principals. Vaudeville can use a number of sketches 
on a par with this. It is distinctly up-to-date, teaches a lesson and is en- 
tertaining all of the while. 

Ruth Budd was placed second after intermission. The spot would seem 
exceptionally heavy for an act of this nature but Miss Budd landed from 
her first entrance and garnered returns with each of her feats on the 
rings and rope. The manner in which this girl carried her Palace spot 
makes her a sure bit in the heaviest position on any bill. 

Ivan Bankoff closed the show with his dancing turn. Bankoff has se- 
cured a most capable girl partner, whose toe work eclipses many promi- 
nent in this line. She is deserving of program mention. Bankoff had little 
difficulty in selling his own stepping. 





 ————— 


HOTEL STATLER, CLEVE,, | 
qurTs sows FoR oRcHs| . DON 
ARRES 


HELD OVER 


5TH WEEK 
ROXY, NEW YORK 


Per. Dir.: 
SAM RAUCH 
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Cleveland, Aug. 26. | 

Hotel Statler is dropping floor | 
shows in its Cuban Terrace Room, ' 
which pulls up its shutters Sept. 22, | 
but doubling its budget for dance | 
music. Ray Morton's orch reopen- | 
ing it, alternating with a five-piece | 





rhumba outfit not yet picked by J. 
L. Hennessy, 
chain. 


vice-prez for Statler 
Morton formerly was a singer 
started here in 1934 on ‘Fox 























which he deserted to form his own | — —— 





Hotel room will keep its Cuban | 
motif but won't accent the rhumba | 
stuff, which is petering out in this 
section. Jules Duke’s crew staying 
on in adjoining cocktail lounge until | 
fall season officially starts. 

Night life at the moment is prac- | 
tically dormant in Cleveland. Frank | 
Monaco last week closed his swank | 
Monaco’s Cafe for three weeks of | 
remodeling. Spot to bloom Sept. 5 | 
with policy of floor revues and out- 
of-town bands. Freddie’s Cafe is 
also dark until second week of Sep- 
tember, and Gourmet Club plans to 
awaken about the same date. 


DEAR MILTON BERLE: 


Thanks—and my deepest grat- 
itude and appreciation for your 
wonderful 


co-operation during 


my engagement at the Chez 


Paree, Chicago. 


Sincerely, 


BILL GARY 

















Many Thanks to 


Mr. JOHN ROY 


For the Kindness and Courtesies 
He Has Extended Me 


ROLF PASSER ° 


Currently 


RAINBOW ROOM 
NEW YORK 
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Vaude Back in L ville After Long 
Absence: Other Cities Prepare 





Louisville, Aug. 26. 

After a long absence from town, 
stage shows are coming back to the 
National, opening Sept. 5 with a 
policy of revues, tab shows and first- 
run picts. House has long been 
dark, passed through various bank- 
ruptcy hearings, has been used for 
hillbilly shows and sales conventions, 
and is now being readied for open- 
ing by Bert Smith, tab show pro- 
ducer, who operated the old Walnut 
several years ago. 

Smith, recently producing for the 
Interstate circuit in Texas, will have 
a line of 24 girls and well-known 
principals. Opening show will be a 
revue, with three shows daily and 
four on Saturday and Sunday. House 
seats 2,400. 

Cincy Shubert Reopens Sept. 5. 

Cincinnati, Aug. 26. 

RKO Shubert, burg’s only combo 
stand, relights Sept. 5 with Phil 
Harris’ orch as the opening week’s 
stage topper. Horace Heidt’s band 
and Earl Carroll's ‘Vanities’ come in 
for the second and third weeks. 

It will be the theatre’s first get- 
away with stage shows. In recent 
seasons, following summer shutter- 
ing, the house ran pics for a few 
weeks before adding stage shows. 





Des Moines Season 
Des Moines, Iowa, Aug. 26. 

Edgar Bergen, heading a variety 
show, has been booked to open the 
winter stage season at the Shrine 
Auditorium here Oct. 3, according to 
Mrs. George Clark, manager. Mrs. 
Clark is certain Des Moines will 
have more stage shows this winter 
than ever before. 

Other bookings she has made in- 
clude ‘My Sister Eileen’ for Oct. 13, 
and Veloz and Yolanda for Oct. 21. 
‘Hellzapoppin,’ which filled the 
Shrine to its 4,500-seat capacity last 
season, will return Nov. 13, and 
‘Tobacco Road,’ which already has 
played the aud on three different oc- 
easions, will return Nov. 23. Ed 
Wynn is scheduled in ‘Boys and Girls 
Together’ for Nov. 25, and Al Jolson’s 
‘Hold On to Your Hats’ for Dec. 14. 

Dunham-Day in Newark 
Newark, Aug. 26. 

When it reopens on Friday (29), 

Adams theatre will present Sonny 





Dunham's band and Dennis Day as | 
its stage toppers. House will operate | 


vaude weekends only (Friday to 
Sunday), though will run through 
Monday (Labor Day) this weekend. 

The second week vaude bill will 
include Rochester (Eddie Ander- 
son), Dick Stabile’s orchestra and 
Grocie Barrie. Eddy Duchin’s or- 
chestra is scheduled for the third 
week and Cab Calloway for the 
fourth. 


Ft. Wayne Reopening 


Ft. Wayne, Ind., Aug. 26. 
Palace will reopen with vaudeville 
Sept. 5, following summer shutter- 
ing. 
Garber’s band for three days. 


Billy Gilbert will be teamed with | 


Reggie Childs’ band for three days 
Sept. 12. Tony Pastor comes in for 
four days Sept. 18, and Raymond 
Scott for four days Sept. 25. Major 
Bowes’ unit booked in on Oct. 2. 
Harvey Cocks, general manager, 


says house wil run stage shows for | 


at least 40 weeks this season. 


Miller in Albany 
Albany, Aug. 26. 

Glenn Miller’s orchestra will play 
a four-day engagement at Fabian’s 
Palace, Albany, Sept. 12-15. It’s the 
first time in months this big theatre, 
originally built for vaudeville as 
well as motion pictures, has booked 
any live talent. 

Last live talent was a one-night 
appearance of the Metropolitan 
Opera Company in May, the initial 
one of its kind here in 25 years. 


FINE WEATHER, GYPSY 
STRIP N.Y. FAIR RECORD 


Syracuse, Aug. 26. 
The combination of perfect 
weather and Gypsy Rose Lee sent 
the opening day (24) of the New 
York State Fair here to an all-time 
record in attendance. Turnstiles 
clocked 33,663, against the previous 








for this year’s fair. 


Opening attraction will be Jan | 


7 


DeLories Ziegfeld Maps 
Winter Ice Show Tour 





DeLories Ziegfeld, who puts on the 

ballet numbers of the Hotel New 
Yorker’s ice revues, is at work on a 
portable ice tank for touring the 
hinterland hotels with a road com- 
pany of the revue which is now at 
the N. Y. hostelry. 
Doesn’t plan going out on tour un- 
til after Jan. 1, as the current ice 
show holds over until Oct. 9, when 
Benny Goodman succeeds Johnny 
Long on the podium. Latter is due 
into the Broadway Paramount Oct. 
22, does several Paramount shorts at 
its Long Island studio, and then 
takes to the one-nighters. 


Soldier Biz 
Would Hypo 
St. L. Shows 





St. Louis, Aug. 26. 

A hypo to rescusitate stage shows 
in this burg is being mulled by Sam 
Reider, vet showman, and if his plans 
materialize, the Shubert, a 2,200- 
seater in midtown, will be the scene 
of musical comedies, imported from 
New York, and vaude. Reider, who 
recently returned from Cleveland, 
where he pinch-hit for the vaca- 
tioning manager of the Roxy there, 
believes the combo policy he has in 
mind will be a click since the nearby 
Jefferson Barracks, Scott Field and 
the not-too-distant Camp Leonard 
Wood, where approximately 100,000 
draftees are in training, would fur- 
nish plenty of customers. 

A year ago Reider, who formerly 
managed the Grand, a downtown 


$4,000 when he attempted to open 
the Shubert as a burleskery. The 
lurid advertising posters with which 
|he plastered the front of the house 
| prior to the skedded opening aroused 
local clergy, and they raised such a 
howl that the house never 
ithe key. 





BY INTERSTATE CIRCUIT 


Dallas, Aug. 26. 

Interstate Theatres has booked the 
Copacabana Revue headed by Carlos 
Molina’s orch. Also included in the 
revue are the Six Samba Dancers, 
Rosita Rios, Estelle and LeRoy, Tito 
| Coral and Victoria Cordona. 

Show will open for a week in 
Houston on Aug. 29, then to San 
Antonio for a week starting Sept. 6. 
| Dallas follows for a week, Sept. 13, 
| then three days in Fort Worth start- 
| ing Sept. 21. Three days in Austin 
follow, opening Sept. 24. 

Already announced is a Clyde Mc- 
Coy booking for November, 
Charles Freeman, booker for Inter- 
state, seeking a show for the month 
of October. 





| 


WSIX’s ‘Country Store’ 


To Tour in Vaudeville 


Nashville, Aug. 26. 
Apparently taking a cue from the 
|suecessful road showing of WSM’s 
‘Grand Ole Opry’ unit, Earle 


‘Old Country 
(27) in 


towns 


is putting WSIX’s 
Store’ under canvas Friday 
Nashville. Unit will play 
where WSIX is heard. 

Joe Calloway, who has m.c.d the 
show for past five years, will handle 
the stage shows. The road unit will 
include Kay and Al] Carvel, 
Chuckwagon Gang, blackfacers Toby 
and Susie, the Dixie Drifters, Ten- 
nessee Nite Riders, Smith Sisters 
and Montana Buckeroos. Additional 
| entertainers will include magician, 
‘ventriloquist and marionets. 





| weekly. 


Bouche Having Trouble 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 
| Albert Bouche, declared unfair by 
| the local AGVA, is evidently hav- 
| 





ing difficulty in piecing together 
| Shows for his suburban Villa Venice 
due to the desertions of acts refus- 
jing to appear in the place as long 
as it’s on the AGVA ban list. 

Several of the acts which have 
been working at the place since the 
ban are leaving the nitery in order 
to square themselves with AGVA. 
And the result is that the Bouche 
shows are being shot full of holes. 

All agents have been notified by 
AGVA of the unfair status of the 
Villa Venice and the agents are 
turning down bids from Bouche for 
talent, 


AWAIT TUTHILL 








burlesk house, dropped an estimated | 


turned 


‘COPACABANA REVUE SET 


with } 


Mitchell, former New York showman | 


Texas | 


ON NBC DEAL 


Sale of the NBC Artists Service 
/had still not been effected up to 
yesterday (Tuesday). NBC officials 
stated that they were waiting for 
Daniel Tuthill, assistant head of the 
bureau and prospective buyer of the 
network’s booking business, to put 
up the required money. It was also 
seid that the Music Corp. of America 
was not entirely out as a bidder and 
that if these two failed to buy the 
network MCA had a darkhorse pros- 
pect whose bid could then be ac- 
cepted. 

In putting the booking business on 
the block NBC first withdrew its 
package shows, which include ‘Fib- 
ber McGee and Molly,’ ‘Informa- 
tion, Please’ and ‘Vic and Sade.’ 
What the deal would include is the 
concert bureau, the Civic Concerts 
Service and the popular end of the 
artists’ management. In 1930 these 
three grossed around $500,000 in 
bookings, with the Civie division ac- 
counting for $200,000 and the popular 
section, $135,000. 

It is understood that Tuthill has 
| approached Charles Green, of Con- 
| solidated Radio Artists, Inc., about 
handling his band department if and 
when he (Tuthill) closes with NBC. 











Cafe Bouncer Has No 
Right to Eject Patron, 
Boston Jurist Rules 


Boston, Aug. 26. 
A cafe bouncer has no right to 
take the law into his own hands and 
\forcibly eject a patron who has been 
banned by the management, Judge 
Joseph Donovan kas ruled in the 
municipal court here. 


On his own admission that he had 
pushed an unwanted patron from 
the Washington street cafe, where 
he is employed, William Zeesman, a 
| waiter, was fined $10 on a charge of 
| assault and battery. 





DALLAS’ STATE FAIR 








Dallas, Aug. 26. 

Conversion of the northwest wing 
of the Automobile Bldg at Fair 
Park 
‘the Cafe Esplanade started Monday 
(25) George A. Smith 
Worth will be the operator of the 


de luxe night 


into what 


club which will run 


through the 16 day: of the State 
Fair, Oct. 4-19. } 
Orrin Tucker’s band with Bonnie | 

. . i 

Baker will be chief attractions. | 
Other acts will be arranged next 


week when Smith goes to Chicago | 
with Hogan Hancock of | 


to confer 
Music Corp. of America. 


| 


| Oliver, Curbello Orchs 


Return to LaMartinique 


| 

| Eddy Oliver and Herbert Curbello 
orchestras return to La Martinique, 
N. Y., when Joe Frisco heads that 
'cafe’s reopening show Sept. 17. 

| Imogene Coca may also open with 
| the comedian, or follow solo, Georgie 
| Price is another probability. 


Bothe bands are at La Martinique, 





Success of ‘Opry’ in vaude has|Long Branch, N. J., currently where | versity, is 
record set four years ago of 19,211.| been above expectations. Show has|bonifaces Dario and Jim Vernon | liquor after hours and allowing en- 
Michael Todd produced the show | grossed on an average of $4,000 |have not had a good summer season; |tertainment past the Sabbath cur- 


jstrictly weekend business, 


WB Demand to Cut 
Brings Snag With 


Big Name Roster Set 
For Cal. State Fair 


Name talent booking for the Cali- 
fornia State Fair has been completed 
with signaturing of the Dave Rose 
orchestra and Tony Martin. 

Schedule of talent also calls 
for Ozzie Nelson, Aug. 29, 30, 31; 
Abbott and Costello, and Gene 
Krupa band, Sept. 1; Susanna Foster 
with Sacramento Symphony, Sept. 
2; Orson Welles, Ray Noble band, 
Sept. 3; Gene Autry, Charlie Barnet 
band, Sept. 4; Vera Vague, Charlie 
Barnet band, Sept. 5; Kay Kyser, 
Sept. 6, and Tony Martin and Dave 
Rose band, Sept. 7. 

















| BOOKS TUCKER, ACTS 


will be known as | 


of Fort | 


Philly Tooters, 
AGVA Agree To 
Mutual Aid Pact 


Philadelphia, Aug. 26. 

A mutual assistance pact was 
worked out last week between of- 
ficials of Local 77, American Fed- 
eration of Musicians, and the Philly 
local of the American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists. Under the _ setup, 
bandleaders at cafes will ask all 
performers playing at the spots to 
show their AGVA cards. If the per- 
former is not a member of the union, 
the batoneers will try to put on the 
convincer to join up. If the actor 
shows outright defiance, the band- 
leader then may refuse to work on 
the same bill as the non-union en- 
tertainer. In flagrant cases the band 
may be pulled by the union. 

AGVA has agreed that none of its 
members would play spots on the 
AFM’s unfair list. 

This is the first time since the 
formation of actors’ unions in re- 
cent years that there has been an 
agreement worked out with the mu- 
sicians’ union. Up to now the mu- 
sicians had fought shy of making 
any. commitments to actors’ or- 
ganizations because the latter had 
been in constant turmoil with bick- 
ering cliques and factions. 

The AGVA-AFM agreement was 
the result of conferences between 





Philly House Band 
AFM Local on Pact 


i> —$—— 


Philadelphia, Aug. 26. 

It looks like another stalemate be- 
tween Local 77, American Federation 
of Musicians, and the Stanley-War- 
ner circuit over the terms of the 
new contract for next season. The 
present termer expires Sept. 28. 

The union is seeking to have the 
present pact renewed at the same 
terms—28 men in the pit at the 
Earle, with musicians working on 
Sundays at the Stanley, Camden. 
(Philly blue laws prevent Sunday 
shows, so the Earle layout have 
played Camden on the Sabbath). 

Warners is reported to be stand- 
ing pat on its demand that the Earle 
band be cut in half. The circuit fig- 
ures that with 90% of all stage 
shows booked at the house being 
name bands, there is very little for 
the house crew to do. At present the 
band confines itself to playing exit 
music. 

With both sides equally adamant 
and no new negotiations scheduled, 
observers believe that the house will 
be forced to close down after the 
engagement of Jan Saviitt, who 
opens Sept. 26. The union will allow 
Savitt to fulfill his contract. 

Whether the union will go so far 
as to put Warners on the unfair list, 
as was done last year during the 
contract difficulties, is doubtful. 
Instead, it is believed the local will 
merely put the Earle on the ‘re- 
stricted list,” which will make it im- 
possible for any traveling band to 
play the spot without Local 77's 
okay. 

Last year Local 77 put the Earle 
and other S-W houses on the un- 
fair list, then fought unsuccessfully 
to get the projectionists to walk out 
in sympathy. At one point, when 
the AFM international refused to 
back up the local in the Warner 
fight, members talked about seced- 
ing to the CIO. The local had de- 
manded that the AFM call out mu- 
sicians at all Warner theatres and at 
the Warner producing lots at Bur- 
bank, 


B-K CHI THEATRES 
SET SEPT. NAMES 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 

Nate Platt, booking manager for 
Balaban & Katz, has set headliners 
for the B&K Chicago and State-Lake 
through the month of Sept. 

The Chicago during the week of 
Aug. 29 gets Alvino Rey’s orch and 
the King Sisters, plus Tommy Har- 











Richard Mayo, AGVA business 
agent, and Frank Liuzzi, Local 77 
prexy, and A. Rex Riccardi, its sec- 
retary. 


TERRY LAWLOR HURT 
IN KY. AUTO MISHAP 


Cincinnati, Aug. 286. 

Terry Lawlor, songstress heading 
the revue at Beverly Hills, nearby 
Kentucky casino-nitery, sustained a 
broken collar bone and her piano ac- | 
companist, Bee Walker, escaped 
with minor head and arm cuts in an 
auto collision early Saturday (23) 
| morning in Covington, Ky., oppo- 
| site Cincy. 
| Miss Lawlor was removed to St. 
Elizabeth hospital, Covington, where 
doctors said she would be confined 
for several days. 








' 
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Philly’s College Inn 
Hit by Liquor Board 


-—_—— - | 
Philadelphia, Aug. 26. | 
The State Liquor Board cracked 
down on Lou Tomasco’s College Inn |} 
for the seventh time in two years, | 
iast week ordering a suspension of 
the spot’s liquor license for 100 days. | 
Tomasco had the option of closing 
for that length of time or paying a 
|fine of $1,000, at the rate of $10-a- 
:day, which is what defendants al- 
|} most always do. 
| This is the second 100-day rap 
{handed down by the board. Three 
| weeks ago Carroll's, a midtown spot, 
i got a similar suspension. It has ap- 
i pealed to the courts. 
The College Ina, near Temple Uni- 
charged with selling 





few. 


mon, the all-American. Weeks of 
Sept. 5 and 12 will be headlined by 
the Skinnay Ennis orch, coming in 
from a long stay in the Empire 
Room, Palmer House. Weeks of 
Sept. 19 and 26 will have the Jimmy 
Dorsey Orch. 

Across the street in the State-Lake 
the booking sheet lists Cab Calloway 
orch for the week of Aug. 29; the 
‘Funzafire’ unit for Sept. 5, followed 
in order by George White’s ‘Scan- 
dals,’ Gypsy Rose Lee and for the 
week of Aug. 26, the Lionel Hamp- 
ton orch, which will have just com- 
pleted a four-week run in the Col- 


|lege Inn for the Sherman hotel. 





Parker-Daniel to Double 
Into N. Y. Musical, Nitery 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

The Mary Parker-Billy Daniel fi 
revue, with six girls, from the Co- 
coanut Grove here, is due to shift 
into the Versailles, N. Y., this fall, at 


the same time the featured pair 
doubles from Vinton Freedley’s 
Broadway musical, ‘Let’s Face It.” 


Sonny Werblin, v.p. of Music Corp. 
of America, has just arrived and, 


lamong other of his Coast duties 
| while huddling with company presi- 


dent J. C. Stein is closing the deals. 

Understood the Versailles also goes 
to a name-band policy with Emil 
Coleman. 





Sub Dancers 
Los Angeles, Aug. 26. 
Mitchell Leisen signed two 
dancers, Doublas Deane and Doodles 


| Weaver, to replace Billy Daniel and 


subsidiary 
‘Hollywood 


Mary Parker in his 
amusement corporation, 
Presents, Inc,’ ‘ 





Lillian Roth has Leen booked for 
two weeks at the Cave, Vancouver, 
B.C. Joé Daniels booked. 
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the most in- 


triguing- ad ever wril- 


% *. . ~ 
This is 


ten, because it never 


mentions the person, 
product nor produc- 
tion it advertises. It 
will be commented 
upon by every great 
advertising agency in 
America. 


I have a show playing in Chi- 
cago this week. At the State 
Lake Theatre. It’s the same show 
that played for thirteen months at 
my theatre in Hollywood: Well, 
not exactly the same show—we 
had to condense it to about sev- 
enty minutes—so it could play the 
picture houses as a unit. 


It doesn’t matter what its name 
is but it does carry a fine, 
well established boxoffice trade 
mark—and if the first three days’ 
business at the State Lake is any 
criterion, we'll hang up a boxof- 
fice record by the finish of the 
week. 


When I originally staged this 
musical it was my fifty-third 
legitimate production. That’s a 
long time producing. Fifty-three 
major operations. Yes, most of 
them were successful, but a few 
of them were not very strong, 
and some of them died on the 
operating table. But this one was 
a howling hit from the day of its 
birth. 


Some shows are like that. They 
have that intangible something 
that makes them different. 


It means that the producer has 
pulled every string properly, 
mixed every ingredient to the 
right amount—cast, material, mu- 
sic, costumes, scenery, direction, 
etc., and had all the luck in the 
world besides. 


The cast must be great. This 
cast is. First, The Slate Brothers. 
A new kind of Slate Brothers. 
Working now with more ease and 
polish, but with that same dy- 
namic pounding for laughs that 
make an audience spontaneously 
applaud a gag or a piece of busi- 
ness. And by the way Fay Car- 
roll, who sings with them, is more 
beautiful than ever. A gold gown 
for her opening number makes 
her an “Ah Girl” from then on. 


Next is the Weire Brothers 
(only two of them, Sylvester is 
still quite ill on the Coast). 
Herbert and Harry, with their 
fast pantomime and quiet comedy, 
they make a perfect laugh bal- 
ance against the raucous Slates. 


Then there’s Buster 
with Olive and George. 
you all know the act—but now 
Olive does a Carmen Miranda 
with the Weire Brothers and Al 
Norman (By the way, I'm signing 
Al up for the new Hollywood 
show in December, that’s how 200d 
he is), Buster with Little Georve 
work thru the entire show, so 
does Zerbe and Weire—all acts 
do. That’s what makes the unit 
different from the usual vaude- 
ville bookings. 


Shaver 
Well, 


From the girl angle there’s 
Jean Devereaux, with her exact- 
ing dancing technique, Charlene 
Kimberland, Anna Lee, Beverly 
Carroll, Lois Morrissey, em- 
bellished by twenty of the pretti- 
est picture girls I could find. in 
Hollywood, 


I truly believe it is one of the 
best units ever produced for pic- 
ture houses. If the weather is 
favorable, it will establish B.O. 
records for every theatre that 
books it. And it’s booked solid 
until next January. 


Miles Ingalls represents us in 
the East. He’s at the Hotel Astor 
in New York: Hogan Hancock, 
of M.C.A., arranged the State 
Texas Fair in Dallas as well as 
the other fair dates in the South. 





Note: Any comments er criti- 
cisms of the copy in this ad 
will be appreciated. 

Box 251, Variety 

154 W. 46th St., New York. 




















Jean Tige replaced Ann Harriett 
in the vocal spot at Bill Jordan's | 
Bar of Music, Hollywood. 


Tom Harty, comic dancer, import- 


ed from Boston by Rudy Vallee, 
opened at the Pirate’s Den, Holly- | 
wood. 


Jaina, recently with Clifford Fisch- | 


floor show at Hollywood's It Cafe. 

Bob Fisher, Jack LeMaire and 
Jerry Kruger have been added to} 
the floor show at the Grace Hayes 
Lodge in Hollywood. 








Defense Employment 
Splurge Giving Niteries 
Strictly Weekend Play 


Buffalo, Aug. 26. 
Bustling defense industries, work- 


have spawned strictly weekend | 
spenders. 
,and plane centre keep their work- 
;ers so busy the men either have no 
time or are too tired to spend their 
|coin on week-nights, which means 
'all take one huge spwee on Friday, 
| Saturday and Sundays nights. 

| Ops aren't displeased at it, but it | 
‘leaves them with empty floors and 
| tables on rest of week. 

| Resort spots outside of city are 
‘enjoying the biggest trade boost, 
| since they allow a respite from torrid 
‘city streets. Crystal Beach amuse- 
|ment park, across the Niagara river 
in Canada, is having its biggest sea- 


i 


'by Canadian authorities on almost 
everything. But the rush comes only 
jin latter part of the week, Harold 
Austin, who runs dancery, explaining 
a truck could be run through dance 





hall in early part of week and| 
i scarcely touch a shuffler. 
| Same situation forced Beaver | 


| original five days to last three nights | 
of week, 





CHORINE SHORTAGE UPS | 
PAY FOR MPLS. GIRLS 


Minneapolis, Aug. 26. 

Chorus girl shortage is skyrocket- 
|ing salaries for line gals in this ter- 
ritory. Lennox night club of Dul- 
'uth, for example, is paying its chor- 
|isters $45 a week, a record high for 
| hereabouts. 

Clubs in Minneapolis and St. Paul | 
don’t use any lines in their floor | 














shows. 


1 Show Wkly. to Air Unit 


Hartford, Aug. 26. 

State theatre is donating one show 
a week to officers and personnel of 
nearby Windsor Locks air base. 
Under arrangement made with Lieu- 
tenants Colin Kerr, morale officer 
j}and Elliott Belson, press relations, 
shows will be given as long as State 
is in sesh. 

Idea for weekly shows, gratis to 
the newly created pursuit group air 
base and its personnel, germinated 
Opener was Sunday (24) with 
Harris troupe. 

Set for next week are Rochester, 
Dick Stabile band and Gracie Barrie. 


Phil 


ing: Andrews Sisters, Joe Venuti, 
Brenda and Cobina, Sept. 5: Cab 
Callawoy unit, Sept. 19; and Truth 
and Consequences, Oct. 10. 

House now operating on a six-day 
| policy. 


Nudity Charge Holds 





Toledo, O., Aug. 26. 

Mrs. Ada Brockett, 23, night club 
entertainer billed as ‘Zorita,’ is free 
under $1,000 bond pending a jury 
trial on charges of indecent ex- 
| posure in connection with her ‘snake’ 
| and ‘spider’ dances at the Kentucky 
Klub here. 


a 
‘Hartford Theatre Gives | 


House has pencilled in the follow- | 


| Dancer in Toledo| 


|/in newspapers, 


into 


$65,000 Palmetto. 
| ited house after being jtresented 
with petition bearing 500 names and 
| protesting use of theatre balcony by 
They directed Rob- 
to pre- 
meeting of council 
specifications for alterations to bal- 
cony. 


Negro patrons. 
jert Talbert, 
sent at early 


wtes aes | JIM CROW LAWS. 


EVEN IN CAMP 
THEATRES 


Spartanburg 


> 


S. C., Aug. 26. 


Jim Crow law, 


tels, restaurants, etc., and on trains 
jand buses all over Dixie, popped the 
here 

when Wilby-Kincey opened its new | h 
City fathers vis- 


spotlight unexpectedly 


city manager, 


Talbert said agitation against use 
|of balcony by Negroes was caused 
|by misuse of one word, ‘alongside,’ 
and that 1,500 Ne- 


ing their men two and three shifts, | 80° attended the theatre the week 


was opened with no trouble. 


Plants in this vital steel | Newspapermen, visiting the theatre, 
report Negroes and whites are seated 
10 feet apart in the balcony. 


Talbert also stated that Negroes 


had been sold separate section bal- 
cony seats at Carolina, chain’s top 
local house, several years, with no 
trouble, 


State and Strand have no 


seats for Negroes. 


At Camp Croft here and other 


Dixie area military posts separate 


theatres are provided for white and 


Negro 


soldiers—although most of 


them come from the north. 


‘Down south we do as the south- 


erners do, no matter,’ one army of- 


'son in years despite 20% tax socked |ficer told a Variety correspondent, 
“Takes 


more theatres but we run 


less risk of trouble.’ 


Island Casino on Grand Island to | for two weeks at 
| whittle Bob Armstrong band from| Miami, starting Sept. 1. 

is an alumnus of Gross- 
resort, 





with Rudy Frank, p.a. for the State. | 


inger’s, 
| where he is current. 





Borscht to Palms 








Army 


Continued 


| worry-about-the-cost'’ basis. A tre- 
| mendous boom for show biz per- 
| formers of all types is foreshadowed. 

Army plans now being formulated 
are for every boy—except in small 
‘remote camps—to have the oppor- 
ltunity of seeing a big, live show at 
least once every two weeks. In ad- 
‘dition, there will be a continuous 








/& 


which separates round of singles and small specialty 
er’s ‘Folies Bergere,’ moved into the |placks and whites in theatres, ho- acts, such as magic, in between the 


big shows. Minor cantonments diffi- 
cult of transportation will get only 
single turns. 

Idea now being worked on is to 
ave the big shows staged by 
Broadway producers. George Ab- 
bott, John Golden, Vinton Freedley, 
et al., would each get an assignment 
for the type of show wanted. They’d 
be allotted a budget and from then 
on they'd be on their own. They’d 
employ the writers to provide the 
material or get it from whatever 
|other source they chose, hire the 
actors they wanted and in every re- 
spect—except that budgets will be a 
lot slimmer—prepare the show just 
as if it were one of their own. Pro- 
ducers’ services would be donated. 





Variety. 

Army’s Morale Branch wants each 
of the units to be as different as pos- 
sible. There will be straight Iegit- 
ers, musicals, minstrel shows, revues 
and vaude in presentation form. 
Camps will provide a tremendous 
circuit and, so far as possible, no 
post will see the same type show 
twice in succession. Army feels 
soldier interest will hold up better 
by varying the legit, minstrels, mu- 
sicals, ete. 

Extremely anxious to stay out of 
the position of having to choose and 
hire talent, Army is ostensibly turn- 
ing over details of its venture into 
show biz to the Citizens Committee 
|for the Army and Navy. This or- 
| ganization, financed by the USO, has 
had a number of small vaude units 
out this summer, but its activities 
will be greatly enlarged. 

No Coin Worry 
Where the coin is coming from for 


Phil Foster, comic, has been set ; all this the Morale Branch isn’t say- 


the Wits 


Foster 


N. Y., mountain 


Bnd, 


ing, but it appears confident that 
financing will not be difficult. It is 
understood a direct appeal wiil be 
made to Congress for funds; that is 
why budgets are now being carefully 





As Barnum 


from page i 





| 
_— 


, drawn so that a concrete plan can be 
| presented. Alternate schemes are 
for getting another big lump, in addi- 
tion to the $500,000 already pledged, 
from the USO. Private subscrip- 
tions may also be sought, if both 
Congress and the USO prove reti- 
cent, from such men as Thomas Wat- 
son, head of International Business 
Machine, who's president of the Citi- 
zens Committtee and financed it 
originally. 

Theatres on Army reservations 
will be ready in time and suitable, 
the Morale Branch feels certain. It 
has been in conference with War 
Dept. architects, with the result that 
there will be good facilities for live 
entertainment. In each of the new 
field houses, seating 2,500 to 4,500, 
with which every camp is being pro- 
vided, there is a substantial portable 
boxing ring carefully designed for 
transformation to a stage. It will be 
in sections which makes it possible 
to have anything from a 60-foot by 
30-foot opening to a 20-foot stage 
equipped with drops to make it suit- 
able for a single. Drops and draw 
curtains are also being provided by 
the War Dept. for the smaller thea- 
tres ordinarily used for films. 


Lashing by Varikty, Time, Life, 
Equity and others is said to have had 
its effect in bringing about a change 
of administration last week in the 
Morale Branch. Frederick H. Osborn, 
who has been active in a Morale 
Branch civilian subsid, Joint Army 
and Navy Committee on Welfare and 
Recreation, was nominated by Presi- 
dent Roosevelt to succeed Brig. Gen. 
James Ulio as chief of Morale. 
Osborn will be temporarily com- 
missioned with high Army rank. 








Frisco AGVA on Alert 
For Unpaid Salaries 


San Francisco, Aug. 26 
Check of American Guild of Va- 
riety Artists records here reveals 
that AGVA, during May, June and 
July, has collected a total of $2,949.75 
in salaries which performers might 
not otherwise have received. 


During same period local chapter 
has paid out $945.35 to members for 





relief and transportation. 
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WORKING NOW 








| Direct result of her arrest was the | 
; creation of a night club squad by , 
| Edward A. DeAngelo, city safety di- | 
|rector, who declared war on night | 
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club nudity and lewdity. 





in 


THE WHITSONS 
STANLEY, PITTSBURGH 


50th Consecutive Week This Season 


LES GHEZZIS 


Katherine Harris 
CHICAGO THEATRE, CHICAGO 


and 





LOWE, HITE and STANLEY 


Fairs Till October 


BEN BERI 
The Juggler with Hair 
4TH WEEK, ROXY, NEW YORK 
Opens Helizapoppin, New York, September Ist 





4 Weeks Washington 
Youree Hotel, Shreveport 


BURNS TWINS and EVELYN 


4 Weeks Roosevelt Hotel, New Orleans 
4 Weeks Rice Hotel, Houston 


Now Nixon Cafe, Pittsburgh 


RADIO 


TIP-TAP and TOE 


4 WEEKS 
CITY MUSIC HALL 
New York 





HELENE FAYE 


TWO WEEKS 
EARLE THEATRE, WASHINGTON 


BARR and ESTES 
OLYMPIA THEATRE, MIAMI 


STEEL PIER, ATLANTIC CITY 
WEEK OF AUGUST 30TH 





3 WEEKS 


FAYNE and FOSTER 


GOLDEN GATE, SAN FRANCISCO 
Opens Bal Tabarin for 4 Weeks 


SUMMER 


RYAN and BENSON 
STEEL PIER, ATLANTIC CITY 


RUN OF 11 WEEKS 





2 WEEKS 


THE BARKERS 


GATINEAU COUNTRY CLUB 


RAY 





EARLE THEATRE, WASHINGTON 


and ARTHUR 








All Placed by aa EDDIE SMITH -- 


1501 Broadway, New York 
PARAMOUNT BLDG. 
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WEEK AUGUST 29 


show, whether full or split week. 


Variety Bills 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 











Paramount 








NEW YORK CITY 
Paramount (27) 
Tommy Dorsey Ore 

Condos Bros 
Jackie Gilford 
CHICAGO 
Chicago (29) 
Alvino Rey Co 
Colstons 
Ghezzis 





Tom Harmon 


State Lake (29) 
Cab Calloway Orc 
MIAMI 
Olympia (29) 
Briant Raines & Y 

Shavo Sherman 
Nan Blackstone 
Milt Douglas 
Maxine Bros & B 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Orpheum (29) 
George White Co 





Warner 








NEW YORK CITY 
Strand (29) 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Billy DeWolfe 
Callahan Sis 

(22) 


Rochester 
Clyde Lucas 
Nonchalants 
Sunny Rice 
Phyllis Colt 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (29-2) 


Ore 


Vaughn Monroe O 
Lorraine & Rognan 
Nonchalants 
Dinah Shore 


PHILADEPHIA 

Earle (29) 
Ben Bernie Ore 
Brenda & Cobina 
Hudson Wonders 
Bob Ripa 


(22) 
Cab Calloway Ore 


Avis Andrews 
Paul, Slim & Eddie 
Honi Coles 
PITTSBURGH 
Stanley (29) 
Jerry Colonna 
Mills Bros 
F Masters Ore 
Sunny Rice 
Shea & Raymond 
(22) 
Lou Breese Ore 
Brenda & Cobina 
Dennis Day 
Lane & Ward 
WASHINGTON 
Earle (29) 
Gus Van 
Arnolds 
Roxyettes 
(22) 
Roxyettes 
J & L Seiler 
Lucille Johnson 





Raye & Arthur 





Loew 





NEW YORK CITY 
State (28) 

Ed Sullivan 

Harv't M'n Winners 

Johnny Burke 


Ann Lester 
Robbins Bros & M 


| WASHINGT 


ON 
Capitol (28) 
Rhythm Rockets 
Paul Haakon 
Patricia Bowman 
Diamond Bros 
Fague Springman 
Jimmy Edmundson 





Independent 





NEW YORK CITY 
Music Hall (28) 
Tip, Tap & Toe 
Loren Hollenbeck 
Dania Krupska 
Adrienne Tonner 
Margerle Matlin 
Rockettes 
Corps de Ballet 
Erno Rapee Symph 
Roxy (29) 
Archie Robbins 
Ann Ross 
Don Arres 
Gloria Gilbert 
Arnaut Bros 
Paul Ash Ore 
Apollo (29) 
4 Ink Spots 
fun Set Royal 
Ralph Brown 
Pauline Bryant 
Eddie, Jack & B 
John Mason 
Sandy Rurns 
John Bigal 
6 Dancing Boys 
Whitey Co 
AKRON 
Palace (29-2) 
Phil Harris Ore 
Paul Winchell 
Ames & Arno 
Billingtons 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (28) 
Whitson Bros 
Andrews Sis 
Barr & Estes 
Shep Fields Ore 
Glenn Miller Ore 
Jimmy Dorsey Ore 
Tommy Tucker Ore 
Gae Foster Gls 
West & McGinty 


Ore 


Christiani Tr 
Sharkey 

Gautier Co 
Richard Dana 
Pinky Lee 
Ryan & Benson 
Ben Yost Co 


BALTIMORE 


Hippodrome (28) 
imacs 
Emmett Oldfield Co 
Cheena DeSimone Co 
(One to fill) 
_ State (31-3) 
N & V Collins 
Burton & Kaye 
(Two to fill) 
(28-30) 

King & Arlina 
Ross & Kennedy 
Barry, Prince & @ 
(One to fill) 


CAMDEN 


Towers (30-1) 
Kitty Wolf Co 
Anita Boyer 
Rio Bros 
(One to fill) 

FLUSHING 
MEADOWS 

Stadium (27) 
Zeke Manners Co 
Thompson Bros 

FREEPORT 

Freeport (29) 
Wally Ward Co 
Rochelle 3 
Lynn Stephens 
B & E Cole 
(One to fill) 

HARTFORD 

State (28) 
Rochester 
Dick Stabile 
Grace Barrie 
Walton & O'Rourke 
Ruby Ring 


JONES BEACH 
Stadium (28-2) 
Bob Howard 
Lime 3 
Bell’s Hawaiians 
Pansy, the Horse 
NEWARK 
Adams (29-2) 
Sonny Dunham Ore 
Dennis Day 
Nan Rae Co 
Lane & Ward 
PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (29) 
Parker & Porthole 
Aunt Jemima 
Alphonse Berg Co 
PROVIDE NC E 
pl sage og (30-1) 
Frances F e 
Diosa Costello 
Tomnay Reynolds 
Carroll & Howe 
Thompson Bros 


WASHINGTON 


Ore 


©O 


Howard (28) 
Andy Kirk Or 
Stump & Stumpy 
Billy Nightingale 
Jimmy & Jerry 


WILLOW GROVE 
Willow Grove 
(31 only) 

& Arlina 
Prince & C 
Ross & Kennedy 
Alphonse Berg Co 
YOUNGSTOWN 
Palace (2-4) 
Phil Harris Ore 
Paul Winchell 
Ames & Arno 
Billingtons 


King 
Barry, 











Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Armando’s 


Geo Morris Oro 
Pedrito Ore 
Dorothy Allen 


Bill Bertolotti’s 


Nola Day 
Lynn Russell 
Marianne Farrar 


Jane Churchill 
Edith Lambert 


Annette 

Moya Gifford 
Ginger Lane 
Don Sylvio Ore 
Angelo Ore 


Bill’s Gay 90’s 


|Charles Strickland 
} Lulu Bates 
iFred Bishop 


Spike Harrison 


Harold Willard 
Harry Donnelly 
Bernie Grauer 
Cafe Soclety 
(Midtown) 
Eddie South Ore 
Calvin Jackson 
Kenneth Spencer 
Ammons & Johnson 
Cafe Soclety 
(Village) 
Teddy Wilson Ore 
Sammy Price 
Art Tatum 
Helena Horne 
Chateau Moderne 
Annette Guerlain 
Covert & Reed 
Lucile Jarrott 
Maurice Shaw Ore 
Gabriel 
Lou Spielman 
Dorothy Tanner 
Carmelita 
Claremont Inn 
Joe Ricardel Ore 
Club 18 
G Andrews Ore 
Jules Stower Ore 
Pat Harrington 
Jack White 
Fr frankie Hyers 
Vince Curran 
Roy Sedley 
Gaye Dixon 
Hazel McNulty 
Lillian Fitzgerald 
Club Gaucho 


Don Avendano Ore 
Currito & Coral 
Luis Camache 
Jose Perez 
Rosa Rio 
Harriet Carr 
Renee 

Cora & Irene's 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Ringo & Harris 
Betty Froos 
Marcella Clair 
Nick Leeds 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Mae Murray 
Nita Naldi 
Carlyle Blackwell 


Joe E Howard 
Ross Wyse, Jr 
June Mann 
Della Lind 
Geo Fontana 
Lila Lee 

Gilda Gray 


Charles King 
Mangean Sis 
Clyde Hager 
El Chico 

Don Alberto Oro 
Benito Collada 
Padilla Sis 
Teresita Osta 
Anita Sevilla 
Antonio de Cordova 

Famous Door 
Babe Russin Oro 





Peter Killam 
DeLories Ziegfeld 
Maribel Vinson 
Guy Owen 
Angela Carsons 
Elizabeth Cravens 
Billy Kling 
Grace May 
Florence Walters 
Ice Ballet 
Hotei Park Central 
(Cocoanut Grove) 
Buddy Clarke Ore 
Alfonso Ore 








Winton & Diane 


Bunny 
Ginger Dulo 
Wilson Lang 

Kay Evans 

Hotel Pennsylvania 
Jimmy 


Howard 


Flora Ore 


Hotel Plaza 


Dick Gasparre Ore 
Chiquito Ore 





Max & His Gang 
Rita & Rubin’s 
Frank Paris 

Car] Ravazza Ore 


Casa Manana 


Charlie Barnet Ore 


Cocoanut Grove 
Mary Parker 
Billy Daniel 
Jimmy Brierly 
6 H'wood Starlets 


Mitchell Leisen Rev 
Freddie Martin Ore 


Ear! Carroll 
Dr Rockwell 
B Minnevitch Co 
Helen O’Hara 
Gene Shelton 
Madelyn Meridith 
Barney Grant 
Dorothy Ford 
6 Debonairs 
Beryl Wallace 
Ina Hayward 
Reyes’ Rhumba Bd 


Manny Strand Ore 


Florentine Garden 
Corrinne & Tita 


Phil Ohman’s Ore 
Miramar 

Harry Owens Ore 
Palladium 

Woody Herman Ore 


Paris Inn 
Kenny Henryson 
Marg’rite & M’rtimez 
Henry Monet 
Helen Lewis 
Varne & Sarita 
Kathaleen 
Helen Miller 
Chuck Henry Ore 

Pirates Den 
Henry Grant 
Dennise 
Gaby La Fitte 
Billy Burt 
Tom Hardy 
The Strollers 
Homer Rhodes 
Shadrack Boys 
Nick Cochran Ore 

Rhumboogie 
Blackout in H’wood 
Bob Evans 





Carl Marx 
Coleman Clark 
Rhumba Casino 
Joan Merrill 
Georgie Tapps 
Gloria Gilbert 
Galli Galli 
Eduard & Diane 
Pan-Am Dance 
Don Pedro Ore 
Monchito Ore 
Fe Fe Canay Ore 
606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Margie Kelly 
Diane Rowland 
Jean Mode 
Dolly Sterling 
June March 








Jacqueline Mignac 
Bernice Marshail 


Ambassador Hotel | 
(Surf Rom) 


Johnny Pick Ore 
Applegate Tavern 
Gwen Marlowe 

















BOOKING THE NATION'S LEADING INDEPENDENT | 


VAUDEVILLE THEATRES 














Lee 
Val 





Ni 





Ann 
Sonny 


Hotel Waldorf- 


Kay 
Olson 


Ann 
La Martintgee 

(West End, N. 

Eddie Oliver Ore 


Hotel St. 
Ford Harrison Ore 
Betty 
Emile 
Carla & 
Lolo & Ramon 

Ilotel 
Hal Saunders Ore 
Gus Martel Orc 


Moritz 


Thompson 
Boreo 
Fernando 


St. Regis 


Hotel Taft 


Vincent Lopez Ore 


Barrett 


Skyler 


Astoria 


(Starlight Roof) 


Xavier Cugat Ore 
Miguelito 
Lina Romay 
Frakson 
Evelyn 
H Williams, 3 


Valdes 


Tyner 


Hurricane 


Dave 
Romani Ore 
Billy 


Dennis Ore 


Vine 


Penton 


& Shirley 


Mayers 


Vv 
Iceland 

Ted Eddy 
Danny 
Stanley 2 

Jack Lane C 
Lilyan 
Amelia Gilmore 


altane 
Restaurant 

Ore 
White 


° 
Dell 


Bronte 


Frank 
Spivy 





Billie Holiday oO 
Johnny & George Herbert & urbello 
Dixie Roberts Georgie Tapps 
Linda Keen Adrienne ; 
Havana-Madrid Leon & Eddie’s 
Froilan Maya Ore Lou Martin Ore 
Juanita Sanabria O | Narita sold 
tamon & Lucinda Oscar Davis 
Belen Ortega Rose La Rose 
Carmen Montoya 5 Cracker a KS 
Augustin Rival Adrienne Parker 
Aida Rlos Bee Kalmus 
Hickory House Place Elegante 
Bill Turner Ore Ernest Franz Ore 
Mercedes Bill Farre a 
Carol Boyd Vincent Det osta 
Rollin Smith Art Tubertini 
Ginger Wayne Victor Harte 
Hotel Astor Queen Mary 
Bob Chester Ore Chiqu ta Venezia 
Bob Haymes Leila Gay ei 
sett tSradley Terry Carrol 
I y Bra ey Tack W allace Ore 
Hotel Belmont Babe Slater 
Plaza Consuelo Flowerton 
Arthur Ravel Ore ly, rry Blanchard 
Joe Pafumy Ore Kimi Toye 
Bea Pert Rainbow Grill 
Gwen Gary E —. 
Eleanor Eberle Russ Smith Ore 
John Hubert Ashburns 
Belmont Balladeers Rainbow Room 
Hotel Biltmore | Ozzie Caswell Ore 
Ray Heatherton O | Clemente Ore 
Emily Vass Dacita_ 
Clawson Sis Jose Fe rnandez 
Electra Allison Juanita Deering 
Pickert & Ross ve a" a 
saura 1 r 
Hotel Bossert | , hie 
(Brooklyn) | Riviera 
: Gaeny | (Ft. Lee, 
Bobby Parks Ore ; 
| Imogen Carpenter sto } ello O 
a Hotel Edison Hal LeRoy 
Una May Carlisle 3 |F & J Hu rt 
Hotel Essex House | *!#! . ort P 
Nick D’Amico Ore i. @ Ava 
rene ¢ 
Hotel Lexington || rop I e Lee 
| Ray Kinney Orc G t & e 
Meymo Holt lLina D’l 
Napua ( gs Hale Gls 
Leilani Taea Ross Fenton Farm 
Nani Todd (Asbury Pk, N. J.) 
Lehua Paulson | ; a 
; M Bergere Ore 
Hotel MeAlpin Carole & Sherod 
Arturo Arturos Ore/Sally Gay 
Wendy Bishop | Spivy’s Roof 
, , ' 
Hotel New Yorker | padie Mayhoffe 
Johnny Long Ore } Barbara LaMarr 
Adele Inge Haywood & Allen 


Shuman 


Stork Club 


Sonny 
Mimi 


N Br 


ck 


Kendis Ore 
Berry 
Versailles 


andwynne Ore |} 
| P anchito Ore 
Betty 


Bryant 


Long, Jr 


Village Barn 


Bob Green 
Lois Lynne 


Ore 


Jack Waldron Frank Urban 
Elenore Wood Denver Darling Co 
Hibbert, Byrd Co Hofiman Sis 

Bar of Music Tony Sharrabba 
| Dick Wir y Ore 
| Bill Jordan 
| George Kent Biltmore Bow] 
Jean Tighe 'Grace Pog & Ig 


Gai I 
| ean Ricl 


Charlle Foy 
Leonard Sues 
Phil Silvers 
Lorraine Elliott 
Red Stanley Ore 


Mary Healy 
Neville Fleeson 
Peter 
Grace Hayes 
Mary Reilly 
Jack Boyle 
Jack LeMaire 
Val Delmar 
Robert Bard 
Bob Fisher 
Inecita 
House of Murphy 
Frankie Gallagher 
Dorothy Sims 
John Crawford 
Jean Meunier 
Gordon Bishop 
Ellen Talor 
Bob Murphy 

‘It’ Cafe 
Peter Ray 
Lolita 
Joe 
Dave Forrester Ore 

Macambo Cafe 


Edwardo Aguilar O 


Ambassador Hotol 
{Pump Room) 


Val Oman Ore 

Maggi McNellis 
Bismarck Hotel 
(Walnut Room) 


Jimmy Joy Ore 
Betty Burns 
Maurice & Maryea 
Art London 
Tune Tessers 
Hadley Gls 
Art London 
(Tavern Room) 
Dave Pritchar 
Dick Ware 
Bob Marsh 
Annette 8S 


Blackhawk 


tt Oro 
obbins 


all 


hields 
Jarre 


Rosad¢ 
Blackstone 
(Balinese 
Tohnny Duffy 
Patti Clayton 


Brevoort Hotel 


») Gere 


Hotel 
Km.) 


tore 


(Crystal Room) 

} Niblics 

Peggy Lester 

Lo LaChance 

Bob Billings 
Broadmont 

Wally Rand 

Pat Patterson 





Brown go 
rriet Norris 





n D 


Capitol Lounge 
Modulators Ore 

| Maurice Rocco 

| Lo 


lis Jord: 
Chez Paree 
Carmen Amaya 
Cross & Dunn 
Sara Ann McCabe 
Christine Forsythe 
4 H'’wood Bk 
irn 
os 


maes 
Ore 
Orc 


( taeb 
Bobby Ran 
» na Gis 
Club Alabam 
nt 
Ro 


Lar! 
Pan 
Irene surke 
a 
Dunn 
jernie Adler 
Paulette LaPierre 
Dotty Dale 
Marion Moore 
Allan 
Dave Unell Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 
Colosimos 
trell 


y Vince 
ho & I 
Nrot 
aval 


Mick 


ash 


ey 


Coe 


Qua 





Grace Hayes Lodge 


Lind Hayes O 


d Ore 


he 


Orc 


Mara Manet 
Malio Cheron 
Yascha Borowski 
Russian GySsy Ore 
Seven Seas 
Lilia Kipikona 
Sybil Thomas 
Benny Kaha 
Puanani Mathews 
Miki Wiki 
‘Chief Sautini 
Stanley Wheeler 
Malua 
Charlie Openul 
Bobby Mathews 
Eddie Bush Ore 
Slapsy Maxies 
Ben Blue 
Cully Richards 
May Williams 
Ann Page 
Benny Lessy 
Patti Moore 
Sam Lewis 
Joe Polsky 
Joe Oakie 
Al Bard Oro 
Somerset House 
Joe Moshay Orc 
Trianon 
| Ted Fio Rito 
‘Armando & Lita 





CHICAGO 


Mildred Parr 
Hestwood & Stone 
Sparton Duo 
Jack Prince 


Marquita & Mickles 
Pronaph Gls 
Harry Pooley Ore 


Congress Hotel 
(Glass Hat Rm) 
Vincent Bragale O 
Del Shore 
Eddie Danders Orc 
Drake Hotel 
Camillia House) 
| Bob Grant Ore 
Russell Swan 
Edgewater Beach 
Hotel 
(Beach Walk) 





Orrin Tucker Ore 
I Baker 
k Bartell 
Q urt & Lea 
IN ‘ 3 
|] Gls 
| rb I te 
| 885 Club 
} John: Howard 
I Conrads 
Tu Carson 
i e Shannon 
| Jol Honnert 
| Julio Garcia Ore 
Kitel’s 
{Hans Muenzer 4 
| Doris Wittich 
pc mo Pusa-Terl 
}; Heidelberg 4 
Re athskellar 
| Lou & Ore 
5100 Club 
I ny Thor 3 
I ts & I nolds 
M Bet S 3 
Ba 
Bob O I ils 
I 
Garrick Stagebar 
I 
Howard 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Timyr ng 
Bett Gre 
Ivanhoe 
‘ ¢ hubert 
Tra 7 
i il ows n 
iVierra H i ns 
He 1 Sumner 
L’Aigion 
} Spiros Stan Ore 
i\Gwendolyn Veausell 
i} Edna Sellers 
| Isobel de Marco 
| New Yorker 
Morey Amsterdam 
{J & J Walton 
|Mary Ann Russell 
Doris DuPont 
Kretlow Gls 
Arne Farnett Oro 
Al Milten Orc 


Palmer House 
(Empire age 


Skinnay Enn Ore 
Rosari & Antonio 
Carlos "‘Ramires 

3 Pitchmen 
Johnny Mack 

Inez Gonan 


Carmine Calhoun 
I DeLeon Ore 


' 
De 








Hotel 
Cafe) 
Ore 


"She rman 
| (Celtic 


(Panther Room) 
R ’ ( n O 


| 
| 
EDWARD SHERMAN | 
Paul Haakon NTG Lovey Lane June Van 
Maxine Kisor Julian Oliver Lois Galloway Romaine 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza Sugar Geise Buck & Bubbles Marie Kaye 
Howard Lally Ore David Marshall Ore|Cee Pee Johnson O | Toodles Carroll 
Yvonne Chevalier Charlie Foy’s Club | gcheherazade Cafe sare Sani d 


Ore 


Babette’s Club 
Diana Fontane 


Helen Twenten 


Valeyne Hague 
Owen & Parker 
Milton Huber Orc 


Fernandez Ore 

Guy Martin Rev 

Bath & Turf Club 

Gracie Barrie 

Jerry Cooper 

Pupy 

Gerardo 

Jack Whitehead O 
Benson’s Cafe 

Princess Whitewing 

Bobby Wallace 

Rita Cunningham 

Roe Coletta Ore 


Breakers Hotel 
(Ship Deck) 
Beale Street Boys 

University 3 

Pearl Williams 
Brigantine Hotel 
(Treasure Is Km) 

Pedro Albani Ore 


Claridge Hotel 
(Mayfair Room) 
Marty Magee Orc 
Chelsea Hotel 
(Terrace Room) 
Johnny Hamp Ore 
Billy Van 3 
Cliquot Club 
Ann Howard 
Mildred Gilson 
Ramona 
Bunny LeRoy 
Bert Dagmar 
Eadie Lang 
Cosmo & Anita 
Tony Gillard Ore 
Chez Paree 
Bothwell Brown 
Helen Jerrico 
iH Montgomery 
Club Harlem 
Larry Steele 
Aland & Anise 
Derby Wilson 
The Beachcor 
Frances Brock | 
Jackie Mabley | 
' 





Cook & Brown 
Myra . 
Hotcha 

Club Madrid | 
Tackie Law 
Luc n | 

Dude Ranch } 
Dude Ranch 01 
on ott Or } 

Elephant Cafe | 
Frances Carroll ! 


PHILAD 


Ball | 
umba Bd 
Id it Orc 


Club 
ber 








andish 


ston 


| Ben Franklin | 


Inn 
N. J.) 


Birmingham 
| (Pemberton, 


Ja k La on 
Ann Dee 


| Cedarw'd Log Cabin | 


(Malaga, N. J.) 
| Kay Weber 

Ray O'Day 
Cynthia Evans 
Barbara Dale 
Dolly Bruce 
Carol Kent 
Deanie Dawn 
Frances W 
Beth Byron 


College Inn 


illiams 


Mary Love 
Sid Raymond 
Garner Gls 


Southernaires 
Embassy 
George Clifford 


Susan L: 
] 





| Evergreen Casino 


r = . 
T ry & ' 


ATLANTIC CITY 


Anselmo Sacasas O 
Juanita’s Bd 


Paddock Int'l 
Ina Lorraine 
Ramon Talavera 
Vicki Cooper 
Marie Kibbey 
Jackie Richards 

Paradise Club 


Pigmeat Markham 
Vilma Middleton 
Beverley White 
Lucky Bucks 
Tampa Boys 
Bardu Ali Ore 
Charlie & Dotty 
Tondeleya & Lopez 
Victoria Vigal 
Penn Atlantic Hotel 
(Palm Room) 
Al Francis Ore 
Sue Mitchell 
Renault Tavern 
3 Peppers 
4 Men of Rhythm 
Sid Rose 
Harry Kay 
Dorothy Johnson 
Al Francis 8 
Ritz Carlton Hotel 
(Merry Go Round 
Room) 
Carmen Cavallaro O 
Riverview Inn 
(Somers Point) 
Jacqueline Herman 
Mary Ramsey 
Freddy Yahn Ore 
Traymore Hotel 
(Stratosphere Rm) 
Bill 
The 
Poos!} 


nee 
La 


Hola 
T. K. 9 Club 


Gale 


Madden's Orc 
Paulens 
Pooshee 


| Sammy 





Silver Fleet Inn 
Kippee Velez 
Joan Corez 
Chic Lauler 
Max Levin 
Joe Lenny 


Alpine Village 
Doris Bay 
Claude & Andree 
Evers & Dolores 
Bob Copfer 
Carl Mueller 
Otto Thurn Ore 
Fl Dumpo 
Manners Oro 
Lipman 
Antoinettes 
Eldorado Club 
Aggie Auld 
J Mackenzie 
Hotel Allerton 
Joe Baldi Ore 
Hotel Carter 
“‘hixton Sprenger 
Ambavrsadors Ore 
Hotel Cleveland 
Leighton Noble Ore 
Hotel Fenway Hall 
Johnny Cowglll 


Bob 


Ore 


Book-Cadillac Hotel 
(Book Casino) 
Loren Parsons 
Sanford Mandel 
Barry Wilkinson 


(Motor Bar) 
Vie Abbs 
Bowery 
Cass Daley 
6 HBrucettes 





O Hara 
» Sloan } 
Blum 





Village Garden 


(Black Horse 

Gibson 
Burke 

Brandet 


Don 
Le? 
Hap 
Wyoming Cafe 
©’ Halloran 8 
Ray Loftus 


ELPHIA 


Vivian Vance 
Pat She Ore 


(H Walton Roof) 


Ore 


Inn 
N. J.) 


Lakeview 
(Hammonton, 
Jimmy Walker 
Lucille Rand 

\ eellli & Rosita 
Roberts 


Vias 
Buddy 
Don Ranick 
Aaron Orkin 
Lido Venice 
Darlene 
Ch Dougherty 
| Danny Ver 
Little Kathskeller 
'Muriel Kritlow 
1De Lloyd McKay 
|Al Schenk 
1G ] Galvan (3) 
Victor Hugo’s Ore 
Manoa Inn 
Tobin 


Garcey 





Gis 


see Cre 


Gene 
1 Dot 
j}Edythe Sallade 
| Frank C Ore 
| Nan y 2 
| Minstrel 


neo 
vel) 
Tavern 


| Doryvce 


Pike) | 


| 
| " 

| Casino 
' 


Dan } 


Duke Art, Jr 
& F 
Cliff 
Arden Dance 


las Carl e 


Drew 
Paddy 


Benr 


a 


‘asanova 
Bart 

I ley Parker 
ee Roule 
& Gueppina 


| Le v WwW Ore 


alters 
Gardens 
(je0 QO] Or 
Arnfield 
& Lord 
Roy Paige 
Blair 


en 
i|Keaton & 
| Prite hard 
Ken & 
| Jean 

Club Congo 


Maxine Sullis 


Ore 


rte 
Les Arquette Oro 
Hund’s 
Old Tir rs 
Mar Lopez 
London Chop House 
Tonia Valenti 
B ney Green 
Frank Whi 
Club 


an 9O 

Mayfair 

McGrath & Deeds 

Webster Sis 

| Renee Melva 

| Vickey La Meer 

| Bob Hopkins 

; Art Mee 

| Phil Olsen Ore 

} Club Mar-Je 

| Paul Re gan 

; June arson 

icing Dietrichs 

Merritt Lamb Ore 
Morocco 

}‘Gay Ni 

| Buddy Duray 

Joe Foder Ore 

| Madelon Baker 

Nebiolo’s 

Farrell 

nel & Loyce 


tm 


neties’ 


Rev 


Re 
O' Don 


Be: ache tomber 
Harry Mé ey 


' 
éc entinenied 


| 
e BOSTON 





Claire Scott Sissy Ginnie Loftus| Dany Richards 
Lola Andre Dane Ed McGoldrick, Sr | Phil Mills Ore 
Jeri Vance Neil Dieghan’s Joe Scotty 
Hazel Scott . 

Alah: ce Victor & Ruth Silver Lake Inn 
Jlayne May Digs Maurine & Norva 
Sol Lake Ore | Leonard Cooks Geo Reed 
Tripe Fred Werner Don Omar 

Bradfords (2) Alice Lucey 

Villa Moderne Roy Hottinger Ore |; Frank Hesse! Ore 
Don Orlando Ore Old Falls Tavern Spatola’s 
Hoveler Gls j : T _ ‘ 

|Sonia La Dare Ted Friedman 
Villa Venice l Dotty Villard Maxine Lewis 
Rosita Ortega | Rilly Hayes’ Ore 4 Hyde Parkers 
Poggi & Igor | Frankie Richardson Stamp’s 
Tana : | Betty Keenan Faye Trotter 
Vanessa & Sandino | Locoma Margie Drummond 
cuoesense Mignac Rainbow Terrace | Marion Tulley 
Rinaldi ’ (Strafford, Pa.) |} Lanny Vale 
Aurette Sis j; Cecil Golly Ore E a 2 maser 
| Margie Kelly ‘eral Phew oo 
| Gene Hyman | lal Pfaff Ore 
Jimmy Engler « Griffin 
Chuck Wasserman Hal Fifer 69th St. Rathskeller 
Joe Armstrong Red Hill Inn rbara Lee 
Joe Doyle (Peanancaem, N. J.) | Victor Dacosta 
Peggy Shields |. Julia Cummings | 5! indor a Margo 
500 Club | Renaldo bray 
{ Né « 
Dorothy Blaine Ke arren Phillips pe " 
Rina Santa furray Ann 20th Century 
Dick Finney | Roman Grille Stylists 
Henry Jerome Ore | Betty Fredericks Kenny Shaffer Trie 
Jockey Derby Club | Johnny Guilfoyle eee pao 
l Cloris tie Arthur Strohma 
| Lenny Ross pac 8 pale Cohar’ 
| Bobby Johnson Lenny Pegton Ore eber’s Hof Bras 
Kiki Hall Hewson Sis Camden 
Lee Norre Rendezvous Jules Flacco’s Ore 
Peppi Carman (Hotel Senator) Pen Bannerman 
Ronny Ferris Grooverneers Karin Zoska 
Bobby Dell Walter Lane Syd Golden 
Nomad Club Sam’s Cafe yg a ai 
| Sally Keith Frank Ponti Shirley Martin 
Jackie Whalen Pepper Garrett Karolies 
| Zola Gray Bud Reath Harry Roch 
Edith Delaney Paul Rich Jack Smith 
Dixie Sullivan jJoe Alti Stan Sherry 
Helen Colby 1 Al Rea Roy Davis 

President Hotel | “ise Ray Ore ad At pay 

(Round the World Showboat Dave Pierson 

Room) Art Jordan : : 

j d ‘ ~ ‘ 

Mayla Joe Rankin Wilson’s 
DeMar & Denise Brachard (3) Joe Hough 
Lee Bartell Gerard & Betty Martin & Lee 
Howard Brooks Kathrin Wolf Gls Nardo 
Cheena de Simone Harry Taylor Ore Sandy McPherson 
Phyllis Baker Geo Baquet Ore 


Yacht Club 


Betty Gaynor 
Diane Cooper 
Judy Renault 





Arnold Croce Ore 


CLEVELAND 


Grant Wilson * 
Hotel Hollenden 
Glover & LaMae 
Parker & Porthole 
Frances Mercer 
Sorelli 
Sammy Watkins O 
Hotel Statler 
Jules Duke Ore 
La Conga Club 
Freddie Carlone Ore 
Lindsay’s Skybar 
Jaun Florer 
Pearl de Lucca 
Regal Club 
Ducky Malvin Ore 
3700 Club 
Art West 
tuth Farranta 
Pat Jordan 
Don Walsh Oro 


DETROIT 


Estrallita 
Leonard Seel Ore 
Northwood Ina 
Anita Jacobi 
Woods & Bray 





Harry Schilling 
Roshee & Lee 
Ray Carlin Ore 
Olde Wayne Club 
Dinorah Ore 
Bernice Bishop 
Palm Beach 
Carlos Vesta 
Gus Howard 
Martin & Marvel 
Bet Bain 
Roshie & Shadow 
Don Pablo Oré 


| steek’s Redford tna 


| Mac McGraw Ore 
| 
} Royale 
| Raul & Eva Reyes 
. 1] Rosint 
‘DI y Karra Co 
| i Craven 
| Ro vale Starlets 
;D k Worthington 
ee amela Britton 
Don Mv Grane Ore 
- — Hotel 
| le lliams Ore 
| 
San 5 Bina 
|Al Alexander Ore 
| Rud H n 
| La : Fea or 
1 Valer ‘ Yolanda 
| Stevadora 
I erd 
‘ a 
iP a Lyons 
iB kK ino 
iN é Da n 
J Thomas Or 
| The ‘Tropics 
Retty ¥ r 
} | 
i * j (3) 
Vincent Bragale Ore 
Verne 
Billy Meagher 
Bobbie Robbins 
Raul & Annette 
Alto Fryer Ore 


Whittier Hotel 
(Gold Cub Room) 
Herman Fine 

Wonder Bar 
Irene Rosch 
eS onsuella 
Hy Baron Ore 
Castrillos Ore 
509 Club 

Dale Rhodes 
Di Giovanni 
Margo Good 
Good & Goody 
Verne Wilcox 
John & Jessie Horm 
Olga Ray 


Horace Houck Oree 





Bruce 
Lu 
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Linda 
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VARIETY 





med the payees and rode home on a 
heavy torrent of palm-smacking 


MUSIC HALL, N. Y. | 








KEITH’S BOSTON _ 


| eonnctation of the word ‘solid.’ ‘The 
Cab is all over the lot, singing, 
tapping, wailing, while piloting the 





| STATE, N. Y. 





Robert Shanley, Dania Krupska, 
Adrienne Toner, Marjorie Matlin, 
Loren Hollenbeck, Tip, Tap aiid 
Toe, Three Swifts, Corns de Ballet, 


| His efforts are strongly reminiscent | 
of Red Skelton’s type of stage em- | 
ceeing. With a bit of strict direc-| Joyce 
tion and a brush-up of his material. | 
this ingratiating clown should be 
able to negotiate any grade. 


Matthews, Powers 
| Models (3) with Jay Levison, Ruth 
Hughes Aarons and Sandor Glancz 


| called 
t number is the latest Calloway re- 


George Jessel, Hudson Sisters (2),| 7inBy_ 


show and his band of jive 


into something 


right 
Second 


Delivery.’ 


Band tears 
‘Special 


Boston, Aug. 23. 
Abbott & Costello, Six Willys, 
| Johnny Woods, Lucienne & Ashour, 
| Bea Wain, Larry Flint house band 


_ ‘ le 
Glee Club, Rockettes, House Symph Eumoer crowd at last show open. 


re . c ; @,|. , + 4 
hl gg po i IT ng aoe ing «av, with plenty of noise from 
, “KO canteen i S pinee wet looked like a predominant 
13 O07), TEUIEWES OH VARIESE, U9-| contingent of ickies. Burton. 








—_ 1 
Strings are off the budget at the | 
Music Hall beccuse ‘Liitle Fo -es’ is | 

a hit picture likely to stay several | 
weeks, so the pnysical proauction ior 
the stage show is a sockeroo. Result 

is that the talent gets hefty backing | 
and it all provides punchy enier- P 
tainmeni. Builds to a poient climax 
at the finale, as the Rockeites, in 
whice sailor togs, do their precision 
kick on a battleship setting, with | 
huge gun turrenis upstage swinging 
around and emitting puffs of smoke 
in a simulated broadside. 

Show, dedicated to the USO and 
titled ‘Follow the Fieet,’ opens witn the first three days of a 
Robert Shanley, apparently from the | booking, chalked up a pretty neat 
Glee Club, vocaling from the uncur- | co’n score. 


STATE, HARTFORD 


Hartford, Aug. 24. 


Phil Harris Orch (15) with 


lan pit band; ‘Puddin Head’ (Rep). 





For its opening attraction of the 
new semester, State booked a show 


Making 


than appéared on paper. 


‘icia Kay, Billingtons (2), Ames it’s an all-femme frolic. 
and Arno, Paul Winchell, Sam Kap-' very easy on the optics. 


that has turned out better at the b.o.) it. 


his first trip here, Phil Harris, during , 
six-day 


Wynn Murray, Betty Bruce; ‘Caugh 


12); ‘La : . 
in the Draft’ (Par). . a ree ew 


| cording, ‘All I Can See is You,’ fol- 
‘lowed by ‘Booglie-Wooglie Piggy,’ 
Too much show at Loew’s State, | With maestro handling the vocals in| With their ‘Hold That Ghost’ in its 
'but all good. It could be billed , excellent style. third week at the Keith Memorial, 
George Jessel and his Glamour Gals,|, Honi Coles, lanky sepia tapster,| after a very recent five-week run of 
it being the s.a.est lineup this house | holds down the deuce with unusual,|‘In the Navy, <Abbott-Costello in 
has had in weeks. It's frequently |eccentric terping. Calloway re-| person are jamming ‘em in at the 
the reverse—a plussage of men, but | turns onstace weoring a huge straw | Boston: Ex-burley comics jump 
‘anart from Ruth Hughes Aarons’ | hat and long white jacket for his, right into a line of chatter that the 
‘ble-tennis vis-a-vis and the Singing | tricky rendition of ‘Geechie Joe.’|mob is waiting for, Costello fools 
owers Models’ pianist in the pit, | This is followed by him and his band} ground with the orchestra a bit, 
And all beating out the pseudo-spiritual “Yes then they encore with that terrific 
| Indeed. | routine about the bal! game. Avoid- 
Jessel, of course, is the mainstay,} In the trey spot comes taffy-col-| ing all the best-known bits from 
'marking his 15th return to the Loew | ored, attractive Avis Andrews, strik-| their pictures, the comics stay away 
fiagship and seemingly insuring him- | ing in a white evening gown as she | from the Hollywood personal ap- 
self for 15 more repeats if he wants | gives out with ‘In Still of Night’ and’ pearance angle almost entirely. 
Nor will Bob Hope's ‘Caught in | ‘Man I Love.’ Though lacking some-|  s..rrounding bill, which opens the 











the Draft’ on screen hurt at the b.o.,,; what in voice, gal has plenty of) oe ; 
despite its having been milked for ' salesmanship. ; nae ogee ve wage May ay Be 
five weeks at the nearby Paramount. Calloway’s quintet—guitar, sax, | Willys,” opening, and Lucienne and 


drums, xylophone and bass—go into| Ashour, trey, got the best reception 


Jessel is the omnipotent oom of a i 
(action with an old-fashioned jam-| wren caught Saturday (23) matinee. 


Broadway and 45th. He’s on from 
barrier to the tape, having trimmed 


tained downstage left, then the en- 
tire curtain rising to disclose se. rep- 
resenting South Sea island USO rec- 
reation center for sailors. Corps de 
Ballet, costumed 
version of native duds, does a hula 
number, with Dania Krupska, Ac- 
rienne Toner and Marjorie Matlin 
offering individual bits. 

Against the same set and with the 
Glee Club members representing the 
sailor audience, Tip, Tap and Toe, 


standard blackface trio, do their fa- | 


miliar sliding tap dancing on a 
large, oval platform. Set changes to 
a battleship layout and the Glee 
Club offers several scngs, with dif- 
ferent members warbling solo inter- 
ludes and supplying visual comedy 
business. It’s quite good and has 
even more movement than the once- 
wooden Glee Clubbers have recently 
shown. 

Three Swifts, vet juggling turn, 
next doés its standard comedy toss~- 
ing in gob togs, building to a solidly 
received close. Rockettes provide 
the spectacular finale on still an- 
other, much more elaborate battle- 
ship setting. Because of the ex- 
tra-long feature, the entire stage bill 
runs only about 40 minutes. Hobe. 


SHEA’S, BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Aug. 22. 

Bob Armstrong Urch 

Tiny Schwartz, 

Ireys, Billy De Wolfe, Rossilianos, 

Ray and Trent, Gil Maison; *Whist- 
lang mm Dark’ (M-G). 








Pretty mild midsummer entertain- 
ment tor a deluxe pic parlor used to 
presenting top mame bands. It’s an 
item which doesn’t put any violent 
strain on the budget. 

Bob Armstrong has been around 
these parts for some time and has 
cut himself quite a groove with the 
local hoof-and-ear addicts. Long a 
gsustainer around WBEN, he has more 
recently drawn a Canadian beer 
sponsorship and been cut in for an 
NBC piping. Dances, benefits and 
similar events have added to his 
considerable local following. Cur- 
rently he is holding down the Casino 
dance spot at Grand Island (state) 
Park for the summer. This is the 
group’s first appearance as a band 
show and, as the first instance of a 
local radio crew going onstage, its 
something of a gamble for the 
house. It’s probably smart enough 
boxoffice because of Armsirong’si 
locat popularity, 
ment it is mostly on the down side 


Too bad that Armstrong under- | 


took this one without more footlighi 
experience or professional direction. 


in a Music Hall | 


At teeoff of his show. Harris goes 
‘into a detailed gagging bit about 
characters on the Jello program, in- 
cluding Jack Benny. 

Fifteen-piece band, 
two pianos, three trumpets, three 
trombones, traps, French horn, 
guitar and four saxes, spends most 
of its time backing up the acts that 
;make up the fast-moving, smoothly 
| paced divertissement. Piloted by the 
affable Harris, band has a_ well- 
balanced collection of sweet and 
swing. Arrangement of ‘Poet and 
| Peasant’ and “Things I Love’ are par- 
ticularly okay. ‘Hut Sut Song,’ done 
with Harris under a green spot is 
solid. 
| Harris, as a maestro, spends all of 
| his time fronting the band and gab- 
| bing away. His chatter is entirely in- 
| formal and ingratiating. In a couple 
| Of spots, though he seems to spiel a 
| bit too long. Relegates himself to 
| two vocals. Weak spot of show is 
|\lightweight vocal department, no 
/ one’s fault as Harris’ thrush, Patricia 
| Kay, is laryngitis stricken. Despite 
|her handicap, luscious looking red- 
|head is out for a fair effort at a 
| boogie woogie number. 

Billingtons, boy and gal, are neat- 
| appearing, youthful tapsters. Exude 
; Pleasant personalities and sell selves 
easily. Ames and Arno, i 


consisting of 


mixed 
knockabout standards, are big laugh- 
| getters with their hoked stufi. Work 
|}exceptionally hard and earn the 


his ventriloquism bit. Chatter is 
|lively. He has an apparent lip mo- 
{tion but okay material puts him 
| across. Eck. 


TOWER, K. C. 





Kansas City, Aug. 23. 
| Jerry Coe and Maari Ann, George 
| Lyons, Florence Hin Low, Lester 
| Harding, Caroline Gargotta, Rajah 
| Raboid, Herb Six house orch; ‘Pri- 
| vate Nurse’ (20th). 
| 


| Assemblage 





of ects this week 
| rounds out a good variety bill and 
;}entertainment average is a_ step 
j}ahead of what’s been offered here 
|} past several weeks. No one act par- 
{ticularly outshines another, but all 
, get across well to hold the nace of 
the show at a clicky pitch. Standard 
and assisting acts are -un off in 35 
}minutes, and then house is turned 
}over to Rajah Roboid, top-billed, 
| who fills out 23 to 25 minutes to 


|}in several weeks. 

Leading off, Jerry Coe and Maari 
|Ann classify as a variety act, with 
| Coe showing off an accordion in trio 


it all down to 30 minutes which, ac- 
cording to State standards, is still 
plenty of show. 
curbs him monologistically, though 
what he does is highly effective. 

In sequence, he opens with a spiel 
'ribbing radio, its quiz shows, news- 
casters, ete. Thence the Hudson 
Sisters (Rae and Geraldine), nee the 
Hudson Wonders (2), who have 
grown up considerably and pulchri- 
tudinously since last seen by this re- 
porter at Paris’ Folies Bergere in 
one of those Frenchy revues which 


|required no _ intervreter for the 
|American kids’ tiptop  whirling- 
}dervish, acro-dancing. Now, lithe 


'and lissome lasses, they have added 
|mature, photogenic appeal to their 
nipups, flipflops and general upside- 
down stuff. 

| Next is Joyce Matthews, who is 
trailerized by Jessel as Milton Berle’s 
No. 1 romance. Miss Matthews is a 
blonde looker who’s her best author; 
' nobody could write better lines than 
|those with which nature endowed 
| her. Jessel’s fol-de-rol about a stage- 
}eoachine lesson. nrior to 
contract, 
Get a load 


of 
that’s all, 


brother. Quite 
Jessel preludes ‘You’re Always on 
|My Mind,’ from _ his 
| Broadway musical, ‘High Kickers,’ 
with her as foil. 

Then the Powers Singing Models, 


(14) with! plaudits accorded them. Paul Win-/ 4 likely looking threesome who, even 
Vera Holly, Tnree|chell, uses a redheaded dummy in|if they're only stand-ins for the | 


‘magazine ads’ gals whom they’re 
|} supposed to represent, lend a nice 
Stork Club touch to the usual vocal! 


harmonics. They're long-legged gals 
who wear clothes well, look ditto 


and sing better than that around qa 
mike. Two brunets and a blonde, 


Rosalind, Carolyn and Kay, they 
trailerize John Powers’ beaut fac- 
tory and the NBC. Jay Levison, 


their arranger-accompanist, is in the 


forthcoming | 


,; meroo with ‘Meet Me at Savoy’ as 


| standout number. 
| by Calloway’s terping sextet, three | 
So much so that it | 





a Metro | 
is so much hors d’ouvres. | 
‘Tiss Motihews—ord | 
fittingly | 


‘utes and has enough divertissement | 


| Sally 
'the local KMOX, was fetched here | 
}from New York with 
|doubling as maestro and m.c. 


| pit, and his ‘Panamanita’ is the act’s | 


finale. ‘Country Needs More Love,’ 
‘Ever Think of Me’ and ‘Melancholy 
| Baby’ (by Katherine as a solo) make 
for a brisk routine, expertly ar- 
}ranged and professionally merchan- 
| dised. 

Then Ruth Hughes Aarons-Sandor 
Glanez, with her kid brother mike- 
announcing the table - tennisters. 
| They put on a quite exciting ping- 
}pong exhibition. At long range, in 
|a theatre, they’re possibly even more 
| effective than at the Rainbow Room, 
| where they just completed a fre- 
ge return. Miss Aarons is the 
femme world’s champ; he the former 





but as entertain- | ™ake this one of the longest shows | Hungarian topper. 


Next, Wynn Murra no longer a 
| ‘Babe in Arms,’ but a grown-up gal, 
jnicely trained down in ingenue 
| fashion, and selling a song as if for 


It demonstrates again the gap be- of numbers before his partner comes | a sponsor—which she has done fre- 
tween ear and eye entertainment.!°" for a modern terp. Coe shakes | quently enoush on the Fred Allen 


The group has always sounded ac- 


ceptable enough over the ether, but/ Wind up in a novelty dance as a|‘Where 


in person its way short on ap- 


pearance and delivery. 


excuse for slipshod stage manners | 


and deportment from the ensemble 


a tambourine cleverly and they 


| Ubangi-jittering pair. M.c. Lester 


There’s no} Harding fills second niche warbling 


|‘Yours’ to expressed satisfaction of 
| the house before he brings on Caro- 


and the instrumentation could do| line Gargotta as the house’s weekly 


with lots less tin and much more 


modulation. 


Tiny Schwartz, Vera Holly and 


amateur winner. She’s been on 
these boards enough past three years 
almost to rate pro standing. Her 


the Three Treys, from the regular |‘*@pPping is first-rate, though choice 


program add little to the 


show. 


lineup, 


of “Boogie Woogie Bugler’ as a 


Schwartz, a six-foot deadpan : vocal was unfortunate for a moppet. 


tenor of uncertain range, is en .|From the orch stand George Lyons 


here. Miss 


an 


nil 
as 


phatically 
stacks up 


Holly 
unenthusiastic | ™odern and standby pop tunes and 


works out his swing harp on several 


thrush heard to much better advan-| Closes with an Irish number to show 


tage on the air. 


The Three Treys.| ff a capable vocal. 


All of these 


mm long local network standbys, have) acts thus far have appeared at the 
s looked and sounded smoother both} house previously within the year, 
via the airways and in other per-/|@nd all earned better receptions than 





sonals. 


Added talent helps carry off the! 


;on their earlier stands. 
Acrobatic contortionism demon- 


proceedings. Ray and Trent develop | strated by Florence Hin Low is like- 
their legology into some fine acros| Wise aces. She sets off an extremely 
and handbalancing, although miss- | elastic and graceful figure with ap- 


ing fire in timing and finesse at this | Pealing modernized Chinese 
catching. The Rossilianos are Polish | tumes 


cos- 


on first section of show. 


folk-dancers for the longhairs, if, Raboid ther works solo, blindfolding 


any, and are definitely out of the| himself as he answers 


band show world. 


Strange commentary on modern is in progress. 
variety talent is that an animal act,10 minutes 


r questions 
| written by the customers while act 
Sans blindfold last 


he devotes time to 


can come near being the peak of! identifying patrons by their initials 


a performance. That’s what Gil 
Maison’s click dog show did here 
and, as seems to be the current 
mode with these acts, the patter 
neatly overshadows the tricks. 
son’s turn is cute stuff all the wav— 
including himself, his patter, 
animals and his femme assistart. 

Billy De Wolfe ts ton man with 
this show. On his first showing here 
within recollection. DeWolfe wham- 





Mai- | 


his | 
| but combination has enough strong | 
innings to sum above average, and | 


and calling out answers to their un- 
expressed queries as they verify his 
| Raboid does some clever work and 
his delivery keeps the 25 minutes 
| moving fast. 

The ful] hour is not solid socko, 


| that’s 
show, 


exceptional on such a long 


Quin, 


| Statements. As mentalist and psychic | 


‘Sing for Your Supper’ and 
or When’ are two Rodgers 
}and Hart excerpts from her past 
|shows, and thence ‘Minnie from 
| Trinidad,’ which she lends extra 
llyric valves, possibly because most 
i the others just slur through it: 
Thenee, Betty Bruce, whose two 
{good reasons for dancing are quite 


show. 


| advantageously made public as she 
tap-steps to a nifty personal score 

| . . . 5 > . 

| with her intricate hoofing. Jessel 

} finales to ‘Lovely Day Tomorrow,’ 

} interspersed with personal philos- 


| ophv and small-talk, with not a little 
|nostalgia and a mild payoff or two 
|to those who ribbed him and his 
‘adolescent’ wife, etc. Finale is a 
; Strong s.a. display, as the nine 
femmes return (in nice costume 
| changes); Jessel cues the customers 
into good humor for vaudeville’s 
continuance, nlus a little plug for ‘the 
grand country’ we live in. 

Withal, Jessel’s a surefire show- 
|man who can bivouac on Broadway 
|as long as the Hotel Astor has been 
| Standing and make ’em come back 
}again and again because he knows 
| how to sell. bel. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Aug. 23. 
Cab Calloway Orch with Cozy 
Cole, Honi Coles, Avis Andrews, 
Paul, Slim and Eddie, Cab Callo- 
| way’s Boys and Girls (6); ‘Parson of 
Panamint’ (Par). 


It’s 56 solid minutes of Harlem 
transplanted on the Earle boards 
this session, with all the Harlemese 


| wanted 
Marco has installed stage shows in| 


This is followed 


gals and three guys, who give out in 
true Lenox avenue brand of hoofing, 
paved bv Calloway himself. 

Cozy Cole then solos on the skins 


|in a bit titled ‘Rhapsody in Drums.’ 


Almost halting the proceedings was 
the swift tap-acro stint of Paul, 
Slim and Eddie. The crowd con- 
tinued to pound for more but the 


: trio declined to encore. 
Finale has the whole troupe on-| 


stage in a number called ‘Chica 


off in a conga line. 


House was almost filled when show | 
'was caught (Saturday afternoon). 


Shal. 


FOX, ST. LOUIS 


St. Louis, Aug. 22. 
Senator Murphy, The Colstons (2), 
Sally Foster, Roy Davis, Diana Lure, 
Paul Ash Orch (40); ‘This Woman 
Is Mine’ (U). 





of natives 
Fanchon 


showed 67% 
vaudfilm, 


this 5,000 seater. Current show, first 
here since last spring, runs 60 min- 


to satisfy the most exacting. Out- 


side of the al fresco Municipal thea-| 


tre, Forest Park, which winds up 
season Aug. 31, and the Grand, 
downtown burlesk, 


r’i>¢ shows. 
the exception of 
songbird at 


$v or 
Current bill, with 
Foster, featured 


Paul 
Ash 
has injected a new idea into the 
show by clustering song hits by new 
writers at the start of the shindig, 
adding another bunch about midway 





Willys give out a slick juggling rou- 
tine that is smartly paced and 
varied, Big early flash comes when 
all six are cross-firing at each other 
with clubs, then they click with a 
short juggling bit with hoops. Finale 
is a whizzer with four of the troupe 
balancing on two ladders, tossing 
clubs at each other with the other 
two down below. 

Lucienne and Ashour probably rip 
through the same _  Apache-acro 
dance they have performed before 
here in vaude and musicals, but it’s 


Caw Ceonea’ woh the gang swinging | $°. continuously zippy that it appears 
ito have a few new twists. 


After 
the couple finished scrubbing the 
decks with each other, they had to 
bow off in a barrage of duke din. 

Bea Wain received a nice patter 
of recognition when she first ap- 
peared. Opens with ‘Hut Sut,’ foi- 
lows with ‘Sister and I,’ and gives 
satisfaction in both cases; but her 
best number, by a wide margin, is 
‘Bounce Me Brother.” Encores with 
‘Deep Purple.’ 

Johnny Woods, deuce, also m.c.s 
the show, cutting his intros to a 


| minimum and thereby showing good 
In response to a recent survey that | 
contacted | 
and! 


sense in that capacity. Takes a 
while for the customers to warm up 
to his impersonations of radio people, 
but after he does Kaltenborn and 
Vallee, they’re with him right to the 
finish. 

Larry Flint’s house band is un- 
changed in personnel, but sounds 
slishtlv better than Iast season. 


| Holdout biz when caught. Fox. 


which opened | 
season this week, the Fox is the only | 
| hev 


Ash 


and then ending up with the national 


anthem. 
Outside of Senator Murphy, none 


of the acts is known here, but all 
click. A femme voice, over the 
public address system, introduces 


the houses 


Ash as he steps through the curtains, 
which fold back to expose the huge 


band on the full apron. After the 
tooters, all local talent, are paced 
through ‘Daddy.’ Miss Foster, a 


blonde looker, does ‘Maria Elena’ ok. 
and the band continues with ‘The 
Thing I Love’ and ‘Green Eyes.” with 
Miss Foster back with vocals for 
the latter before the ‘Hut Sut 
Song’ is socked over. 

Ash brings on Diana Lure. an 
acro-tapster who exhibits shapely 
gams in addition to some _ swell 
steps. 
She gives way to Roy Davis, who has 


|one of the most novel acts seen in 


these parts. He plays records on a 
small phonograph and then goes 
through the motions of singing and 
exhibiting all the grimaces as if he 
were actually warbling. Songs 
played are ‘Sonny Boy’ as done by 
Jerry Colonna: ‘I Heard Three 
Birds’ by Cyril Smith, and ‘You'd Be 
Surprised’ by Bonnie Baker. 

Then the band plays the second 
group of songs, ‘Intermezzo,’ ‘Isle 
of May, with a boogie woogie ver- 


sion after the way it should be 
played: ‘My Reverie’ and the over- 
ture ‘1812. The Foster gal comes 


back for her third session, this time 
wearing an attractive cowgirl cos- 


The mob liked her routines. | 


STEEL PIER, A. C. 


(MUSIC HALL) 
: Atlantic City, Aug. 24. 

John Boles, 3 Stooges, Wesson 
Brothers (2), Evelyn Farney, Gae 
Foster Ballet (16), Ben Yost Singers 
(8), Dick Dana, Pinkie Lee, Ryan 
and Benson, Walter Morton, Music 
Hall Orch. 





John Boles and 3 Stooges receive 
top billing, but it’s a_ thoroughly 
good show all around at Steel Pier 
this week. The usual weekend 
crowd caused speed-up of shows 
when caught Sunday (24), eigat 
shows being skedded. (Same num- 
ber were given Saturday). 

Boles received good hand upon 
appearance and sings ‘Follow the 
Sun.’ Next is ‘My Sister and I,’ 
followed by ‘Look for Silver Lin- 
ing, which is very effective and got 
big response. Wearing a goofy look- 
ing hat and holding a bunch of 
flowers in his hand he then does 
‘Waiting at Gate for Katie,’ a stan- 
dard with him. 

The Three Stooges drew big harids 
with their slapstick. 

Richard and Eugene Wesson click 
with their impersonations. They 
synchronize their characterizations 
one doing voice, other facial con- 
tortions. Edward G. Robinson, Fan- 
nie Brice, Wendell Willkie, Edgar 
Bergen and Charley McCarthy are 
included in the takeoffs, and for en- 
core they mimic President and Mrs 


' Roosevelt. Explaining the satire. 
they state it is ‘only in fun,’ and 
‘they are thankful they live in a 


tume to warble ‘Blanket Me With. 


Western Skies,’ the ditty she sang on 
Al Pearce’s coast-to-coast program 
from Hollywood last spring. The 
customers really warmed up to her 
by this time and unlimbered plenty 
of palmpounding. 

Next is Murphy, who hasn't been 
here in several years. He hasn't lost 
his audience appeal. His monolog is 
up to date with barbs directed at 


tax-pavers. draftees, politicians, Hit-| 


ler, Mussolini and the 
The senator copped three bows. The 
Colstons, sister and brother dance 
team, are socko in their screwy 
acro dencing. 

At supper show caught house was 
well filled despite terrific opposish 
from the Municipal theatre, where 
have been more than 
9,500 every night during the run of 


‘The Red Mill.’ Fox will continue 
to present the combo policy when 
shows sought are available. Sahu. 


‘Japanazi.’ , 


democracy where one can take such 
Vberties, even with the Chief Ex- 
ecutive” While latter part of act 
is not particularly dignified, especial- 
ly where the two sing and dance to 
‘Hut Sut Song,’ it is humorous and 
annlause was tremendous. It was 
necessary to bring out team twice 

Outstanding comedy is also sup- 
plied by Pinkie Lee, from Frank 
Elliott’s standby Minstrels, who has 
been taking layer spot each week 
in show. Dick Dana emcees. 

The Ben Yosters, in cowboy cos- 
tumes, open with ‘Hi Neighbor,’ and 
follow with a medley of cowboy 
songs highlighted by their arrange- 
ment of ‘Home on the Range.’ Gae 
Foster Girls appear in two colorful 
numbers. Their opening is in keep- 
ing with the ‘Rio Grande Revue’ 
title, doing a Spanish dance. Their 
stenping is best in finale number 
which is rustic scene with Yosters 
In overalls. 


Sammy Kaye's Orch, Alex Bar 


tha’s band, three films, Children’s 
theatre. wild animal zeo. Sharke: 
the seal and water ecirevs pre amon: 
other attractions on pier. Carter. 
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~ STATE-LAKE, CHI 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 

Earl Carroll’s ‘Vanities,’ with Slate 
Bros. (3), Al Norman, Buster Shaver 
with Olive and George, Weire Bros. 
(2), Fay Carroll, Jeanne Devereauz, 
Zerke and Wehr, Ann Lee, Dorothy 
Byton Dancers (6), Ballet (16); 
‘Dancehal”’ (20th). 








This is one of the best vaudeville 
units to come around in some time. 
Ear] Carroll has assembled a lineup 
of standout vaudeville acts which 
score terrifically here and dgmon- 
strate once again the wallop of a 
vaude show properly arranged. 


The only weakness lies in the pro- 
duction accoutrements. The girls are 
anything but nifty, the costumes are 
oldish, and the scenery cheap and 

1. 

- these trappings are relatively 
unessential to a show that has per- 
sonality performers who take an 
audience and rock it. And no local 
audience has been rocked in the 
manner this one was at the last show 
Friday (22). It’s indicated that the 
boxoffice will whirl to a dizzy height 
this week due to this booking. 

The Slate Bros. have never worked 
harder or better. Their material re- 
mains familiar in the main, but it’s 
good stuff and their new items are 
consistently funny. Slate Trio re- 
mains an act which could really go 

laces, but which needs that certain 

reak to make good in the big-money 
brockets. 

Standout, however, of the entire 
show is Al Norman, who several 
years ago was going ahead fast, but 
who disappeared from the major the- 
atres for a time. Here he is back 
again, and he evidences a great com- 
edy ability and showmanship. A 
naturally fine comedy novelty danc- 
er. Norman has a wealth of person- 
ality showmanship. He handles this 
audience with fine skill and had to 
beg off. He works throughout the 
show, on his own and with the Slate 
Bros., and every time he’s on he’s 
dynamite. 

Buster Shaver, with Olive and 
George, again scores. The outstand- 
ing midget act in show business to- 
day, this pair remains a _ brilliant 
dancing team of little people, while 
Olive possesses the tops in show- 
manly ability. She’s putting on some 
weight, but a born performer on 
every count, she discredits the weight 
angle by ability. 

Three Weire Bros. are here only 
two because one of them is sick and 
remained on the Coast. The two 
aren’t as good as three, and that’s to 
be expected, because as a threesome 
they had developed much funny 
business. But the twosome does well 
enough and manages to get plenty of 
comedy from their eccentric dancing 
and burlesque violin-playing. 

Excellent toe whirling is the con- 
tribution of Jeanne Devereaux, and 
Ann Lee has a good acro control spe- 
cialty. Zerbe and Wehr are an 
adagio dance act that’s suitable. Fal 
Crrroll is the comedy point of much 
of the Slate Bros.’ clowning, but, 
oddly enough, the audience liked her 
singing when the boys let her go. 

Dorothy Byton dancers are a sex- 
tet of acrobatic girls who are the 
one weak spot in the talent lineup, 
giving forth with motheaten chorus 
girl tumbling. And the 16 girls in the 
Carroll line contribute little, too. 

Gold. 


GOLDEN GATE, S. F. 


San Francisco, Aug. 20. 
Gleason’s Royal Guards (7), Carl- 


ton Emmy’s Dogs, Britt Wood, The 


several minutes at the opener, still 
had to beg off. 

Introduced by the line in a garden 
frock-minuet routine, the O’Hagans 
close. Vet vaude couple, who re- 
semble a page from the family al- 
bum, are a heart-punch for the a.k.s 
with their spry grandpa-grandma 
harmonizing and story-telling. 

Biz fine at opening. Wern. 


CHICAGO, CHI 








Chicago, Aug. 23. 


Horace Heidt Orch (16) with 





Juans (4), Red Ferrington, Ollie 
O'Toole, Fred Lowery, Mimi Ca- 
banne, Ronnie Kemper; ‘Charley’s 


Aunt’ (20th). 





the Jack Benny flicker held over for 
the second week and a stage offering 
of Horace Heidt & Co. which should 
make for rejoicing in the b.o. de- 
partment. And show really merits it. 

Musically, the Heidt band is only 
average, but from the entertainment 
standpoint, it must be rated among 
the top. Heidt m.c.s creditably and 
gives his supporting company ample 
opportunity on their own. There is 
a neat opening production number, 
‘Queen in the Tarlor, and show 
gathers momentum which carries all 
the way through. 

Larry Cotton, romantic balladeer, 
scores solidly with three tunes, as 
does Ronnie Kemper, n velty singer, 
known best in these parts for his 
version of ‘Cecilia.’ Ballads in the 
feminine manner’ are handled 
capably by Mimi Cabanne, and 
Donna and Her Dor. Juans. quartet, 
offer some harmonious vocalizing. 

Whistler Fred Lowry does the 
difficult ‘Flight of the Bumblebee’ 
to excellent results, and encores with 
a rendition of a cowboy song, ac- 
companied by the yodeling of the 
Don Juans. Socko comedy relief is 
offered by Red Ferrington, 
novelty singer, and a diminutive 
chap, Ollie O’Toole, for whom a real 
|future can be predicted. O’Toole 


ing them all from the comedy angle, 
and kibitzes around with Ferrington 
throughout the entire show. 

For something different, Heidt in- 
vites a few of the audience onto the 
stage for a little game of musical 
guessing. Idea is good, and situa- 
tions crop up which lend for plenty 
of laughs. Finale number includes 
| the entire company in a satisfactory 
| rpg ica] comedv’ offering. 

Biz strong at second show Satur- 
| day (23). Gold. 





LYRIC, INDPLS. 





Indianapolis, Aug. 22. 


Jan Garber Orch, Lee Bennett, 
| Fritz Heilbron, Herman Hyde and 
| Sally Burrill, Whitson Bros. (4), 
| Lloyd and Willis; ‘Ice-Capades’ 
(Rep). 





|forting to reflect that no govern- 


| ment agency has as yet taken Jan 


|Garber off the list of good things | 


| still to be obtained. Garber and his 
| boys have been making the town 
for a long time, and while there have 
been some low spots in the chart, he, 
nevertheless, never fails to bring out 
a numerous band of loyal followers. 

This week, the goods on display 
behind the footlights is nicely bal- 
janced to provide payees with con- 
siderable entertainment. Three acts 
are added to the band, consisting of 
"4 co. te rambrnes. two 
pianos, drums and four sax. Garber 


+ beaks li 


O’Hagans, Flagg & Arnold, Charles still retains his two popular vocalists, 


Kaley Orch (13), Peggy O'Neill Line 
(12); ‘Jungle Cavalcade’ (RKO). 


Light summer show on the boards 
this week, supplementing ‘Jungle 
Cavalcade,’ and it filled the house 
with kids and greyheads for the 
opener. 

Line is on first in bright new cos- 
tumes, backed by excellent lighting 


for an okay start, followed by Flagg | 


and Arnold, hand-to-hand control 
acros whose liquid motion in white 
trunks drew half a dozen sponta- 
neous outbursts from the customers. 
Get off nicely by saving a neat one- 
arm lift for the encore. 

Charles Kaley’s band deuces with 
Trey goes to Carlton Emmy and his 
a jam sesh that’s solid with the jivers. 
12 dogs, a smash click. Leap-frog 
routines, done entirely on a long, 
waist-high table, are full of laughs. 
Pooches are remarkably trained, 
hardly waiting for cues and seeming 
to enjoy the show as much as the 
payees. 

Gleason’s Royal Guards, sextet in 
white and blue cape uniforms and 
knee boots, are next, with their 
femme arranger batoning the band. 
Lads are husky-appearing, evenly 


matched and give out with plenty of | 


harmony on standards ranging from 
‘Sweet Mystery of Life’ to ‘Song of 
the Vagabonds.’ Each of the six gets 
a crack at solo passages during the 
act and all have nifty pipes, boys 
doing five turns before they could 
get off. 

Britt Wood makes his annual visit 
in the next-to-closing, with just 


° . ° : ° } 
enough variation in his routine to | 


keep it up to date. His nifty har- 
monica, rube gags and ‘Covered 
Wagon’ song are still just what the 
folks want, and though he ran over 


Lee Bennett, for romance, and Fritz 
Heilbron, comedy. 

| Band opens with ‘Girl Friend,’ fol- 
lowed by Heilbron singing ‘Goodbye, 
Dear,’ with the 18-month draft ex- 
tention built into the lyrics. Later, 
Lee Bennett _ sings ‘Hindustan,’ 
‘Tsvelv Nav Tomcrr * and 
Elena.’ The two pianists get the spot 
|for some fancy keyboard work on a 
p Y smrrrel , mi "0a ; br 5 re- 
turns to sing ‘Daddy,’ followed by a 
red-wig impression of the way Mary 
Martin might sing ‘My Heart Be- 
longs to Daddy.’ Garber bows the 
fiddle down in the bill in a medley 
of tunes ranging from waltz favorites 
to hillbilly. The whole band goes 
boogie-woogie for a closer with Lee 
| Bennett returning to vocalize Gar- 
| ber’s theme, ‘My Dear,’ for a final 
| curtain. 


are Lloyd and Willis. bov and girl 
team, who do a ballroom tap and 
waltz tap. He then demonstrates the 
buck-and-wing, while she exhibits 
a ballet tap. The Whitsons do some 
whirlwind risley work. 
comedy with their muscle work, 
winning some giggles along with a 
nice mitt salvo. 
Herman Hyde and Sally Burrill 
have had a spot on the house pay- 
roll for years. Their turn is always 
' surefire for plenty of guffaws. Hyde 
| breaks up his partner’s attempts to 
'sing with the introduction of trick 
musical instruments, tossing in all 
|the strings from a fiddle to a harp. 
|'The bass viol that lays an egg is still 
|the sock of their turn. 
Running time of 58 minutes 1s 
swiftly paced, and at third show 
Friday (22) house had full upper 
and lower decks with standees. 





Kiley. ! 


Larry Cotton, Donna & Her Don'| 


A happy combination, this, with | 


robust | 


does unusual impersonations, treat- | 


In this age of priorities it is com-| 


‘Maria 


The acts, in order of appearance, | 


They mix, 


CAPITOL, WASH. 





Washington, Aug. 25. 


Rolly Rolls, Mazzone-Abbott 
Dancers, the Biltmorettes, Rhuthm 
Rockets (house line) (16), James 


| Barton, House Orch; ‘Kildare’s Wed- 
| ding Day’ (M-G). 





The recipe this week is uninspired, 
| the routine of the staging ordinary, 
| but topnotch ingredients make this 
excellent vaudeville entertainment. 
'There’s plenty of variety and no one | 
lets the pace lag. 

Youngsters who know only me 
\*Tobacco Road’ billing may find} 
James Barton a surprise, but those | 
who remember vaudeville can al-) 
ways shed another tear for its pass- 
|ing at a glimpse of one of the able 
‘veterans. Barton’s of a breed not 
|being develoned in great numbers | 
| by night clubs and today’s variety, | 
/a smooth and sure performer who} 
wins an audience immediately and 
itakes it with him all the way. He! 
/opens singing talking “You Made Me) 
|Love You.’ goes into that drunken ' 
Irishman bit that seems to grow fun- | 
|nier instead of more familiar, tosses | 
|in a bit of the slick hoofing that isn’t | 
|seen often and winds up leaving the 
customers wanting more. . | 

Rolly Rolls, Continental music hall | 
performer seen recently at the) 
|N. Y. Rainbow Room, and playing! 
‘his second vaudeville date in this| 
| country, is another skilled performer | 
|who’s a surefire applause winner. | 
|He’s introduced as notable concert | 
| pianist, but customers fear they're in! 
for something too good for them only 
|as long as it takes him to get wound | 
;}up on his version of ‘Hallelujah’ as | 
Debussy might have done it. Fol- 
| lows this with another impression, 
| then into his portrait of a new pian-| 
ist at his first concert, neatly timed 
| for laughs, with explosion within the | 
_ Diano a sock finish. Playing of ‘Old | 
|Man River,’ while blindfolded and | 
with cloth covering the keyboard, | 
| provides a solid climax to the Rolls 
| turn. | 

Mazzone-Abbott dancers are) 
spotted where they should be, in| 
|show’s finale, their spectacular} 
Anache dance. with plenty of may-| 
hem and gunfire, making loud and} 
flashy wind-up. The three Bilt-| 
morettes are on early, after first 
Rhythm Rocket (house line) num-! 
| ber, good, as usual, in their acro-| 
|batics. Rockets make three appear-| 
ances, mainly as punctuation be-| 
tween the acts, but come through | 
with an expertly performed garland | 
number in mid-show. 
| Lynn Allison, local soprano looker | 
|often used at the house, takes over, | 
| with organist accompanying, in ‘com- | 
|munity sing’ spot usually held down | 
iby Art Brown, vacationing. It! 
| doesn’t work out so well, however, | 
‘from audience participation stand-| 
point. Miss Allison’s pipes are just 
too melodious for amateur barber-'! 
ship tenors to have the nerve to in- 
terrupt her; they just listen. Mac. 


| ORPHEUM, OMAHA 











Omaha, Aug. 26. 
Gene Krupa Orch (i7), Wally 
Brown, Walter Dare Wahl, virginia | 








Austin, Johnny Desmond, Anita} 
Day; ‘Million Dollur Baby’ (WB) 
With Johnny ~Desmond taking 
over the Kruna vocalist spot va- 
cated by the crafted Howard Du- 
Lany, Gene Krupa’s band opened 


tg sock returns at the Orpheum 
Friday (22), and by Saturday night 
was headed for a big b.o. week. 

Desmond, recently with Bob 
Crosby’s band, delivers effectively | 
in two spots. Walter Dare Wahl’s 
comedy acros with his unbilled | 
|partner are still smash though long | 
since standard. 

Wally Brown’s comedy talk drew 
hearty guffaws. Virginia Austin’s | 
clever puppet act was good for some | 
big applause. 

Krupa is generous to his band and | 
co-artists on spotlighting, never | 
hogging it while doing two specialty 
numbers on his drums. His jungle 
rhythms catch the popular fancy as 
do his quieter numbers. Band (17) 
is especially effective in the trumpe’ 
section heeded by Roy Eldridge. 

Band works in a beautifully ar- 
ranged set. Routining is clever, too 

Rach. 


HAMID’S PIER, A. C. 


(HIPPODROME) 


| 


Atlantic City, Aug. 24. | 

Ken Maynard, Lone Star Rangers 
(2), Eddie Roecker, Joey Ross and 
Gladys Bennett, Harold Boyd and 
3 Jigsaws, Grace Drysdale, Dan} 
Goldie’s House Orch with Herb) 
Sands; ‘Ice-Capades’ (Rep). i 





Ken Maynard has the big billing | 
at George Hamid’s amusement cen- | 
ter this week. with Eddie Roecker 
in second spot and serving as emcee | 

Dressed in flaming red shirt and | 
all the other trappings of a film | 
cowboy, Maynard makes his appear- 
ance astride his horse Tarzan. He} 
alights and puts the equine through 
a series of tricks. Then the two} 
Lone Star Rangers, guitarists, strum | 


and sing a cow tune. later joined bv 

Maynard and his fiddle. They got 

a big hand with their rendition of 
(Continued on page 55) 
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| that are fresh and up-to-date. 


jas ‘One 


| outstanding chorus 


+ 

Chicago, Aug. 22. 
Carmen Amaya and Co. (8) 
Christine Forsythe, Hollywood 
Blondes (4), Sara Ann McCabe 


Cross and Dunn, Fred Evans Ballet 
(16), Boyd Raeburn Orch (14) 
Bobby Ramos Orch (10). 


Again Joey Jacobson and Mike 
Fritzel score in Chicago with a new 
attraction, a booking that took con- 
siderable nerve and will redound to 
the continued success of the Chez 
Paree as the town’s outstanding in- 
dependent nitery. 

Carmen Amaya was an item in 
New York, but in Chicago she was 
an unknown quaentity, and it took 
plenty of heart by the Chez Paree 
operators to take a chance on the 
billing of this girl. And it wes a 
good booking. The Chez has been 
the hangout of the old faces year 
after year, suo it is smart to come up 
with an entirely new name for the 
customers. 

Senorita Amaya herself is an out- 
standing performer, while the other 
seven people in the act, merely back- 
ground, are members of the family. 
Amaya rattles those castenets as they 
have never been shaken before in 
this town. She has a fiery, innate 
sense of eypsy rhythm that had this 


audience rocking and _ forgetting 
about jitterbugs, conga and_ the 
rhumba. It’s a new dancing style 


for local consumption, a hypo for the 
blase mob which is sure it’s seen 


| everything. 


Two of her sisters dance nicely, a 
cousin plays the guitar, and other 
members of the family also play 
guitars while Amaya hoids up the 
entire family by her own brilliant 
flamenco terping. 

As shrewd as is the booking of 
Amaya is the setting of an old-time 
local standby, Cross and Dunn. 
They come up with a lineup of songs 
Most 
of it is excellent, funny stuff and, 
as ever, sold it in great fashion. Bui 
for all the new stuff, the customers 
still remembered and demanded 
some of their oldtime favorites, such 
Hamburger for Madam’; 
Cross and Dunn wisely satisfied this 
demand. 

Opening is Christine Forsythe, a 
looker with a million dollar figure 
and a fine tap dancing style to match. 

Another single is Sara Ann Mc- 
Cabe, a vocalist well established in 
Chicago. A radio name of several 
years’ standing, Miss McCabe is 
backed now by personals in vaude, 
shows and niteries that make her 
surefire as a satisfying vocalist any- 
where. With fine, clear-cut pipes, 
she runs through variety of tune 
styles, covering the pop and semi- 
classical field with equal ease. 

Hollywood Blondes, girl roller 
skating turn, are a good acrobatic 
turn, a good novelty in the Chez, 
where acrobatics are seldom seen. 

Fred Evans continues to produce 
ideas and rou- 
tines, his current layout remaining 
on the high vtandard he has estab- 
lished here. 

Boyd Raeburn orchestra plays a 
long, tough show with remarkable 
deftness for a band new to this place 
Raeburn is youthful and makes a 
bright appearance in front of the 
band. His orchestra comes up with 
excellent styling for the customer 
hoofing. Bobby Ramos m.c.s_ the 
show and- tries much too hard. 
Ramos has the rhumba orchestra for 
the tropical dance sets. Gold. 





PAGO PAGO ROOM 


| (DEMPSEY-VANDERBILT HOTEL) 


(MIAMI BEACH) 

Miami Beach, Aug. 19 
Alan Carney, Towne and Knott, 
Statler Twins, Charles Vaida, House 
Line (6), Dave Lester Orch (6), 
Jinvmie Christie Orch (4); $1 


mum. 


man’ - 


With biz generally bullish on the 
beach this summer, the Pago Pago 
Room is drawing almost as large 


crowds as during height of last sea- | 


son You can’t get in for dinner 
without a reservation, and this is 
something that even Ben Gaines, the 
operator, could hardly have antici- 
pated when he decided to keep the 
room open during the summer. 

Judged by seasonal standards 
though, the current revue is under 
par. Only standout is Alan Carney, 
who scored heavily in_ recent 
Olympia stage appearance. 

Working in this smaller room, Car- 
ney is an even bigger click than on 
the stage. He's a versatile mime 
with an apparently inexhaustibie 
repertoire of impersonations and 
easily the best thing in the show. 


Not only does Carney sound like the | 


characters he’s dubbing, but he looks 
like ’em. Clever rhyming mono in- 
troduces each subject and eliminates 
stage waits. He is also a smooth- 
working emcee, getting off to good 
start with a ‘please don’t bother to 
applaud me, I’m paid to entertain 
vou’ pitch. Welcome relief after 


| shilling most turns do here to cull 


attine 
patting. 


peimy 
Brazilian ballroomologsv of 


The 


Towne and Knott , shows 
thought or originality. 

Charles Vaida’s tenor soloing is 
Okay. Very s.a. pipes have held him 
over most of the summer. Gestures 
and stage deportment appear some- 
what mechanical, however, and can 
be improved. When this apparent 
self-consciousness is overcome he'll 
| be excellent bet for any class cafe. 
| Two blonde lookers, the Statler 
; Twins, also show to bet.er advantage 
| here than on the stage. Gals uncork 
|some nifty footwork, and underpin- 
nings provide a pleasant distraction, 

Whoever tabbed this house line 
New York’s ‘loveliest’ girls really 
went overboard. They’ll get by, but 
if they continue to bill ’em as Man- 
hattan’s best, and Mayor LaGuardia 
ever gets a look, he'll probably call 
an investigation. Gals’ hoofing will 
stand inspection though, and nifty 
costuming helps. 

Dansapation is split between Dave 
Lester’s combo and Jimmie Christie 
rhumba group. Lester did a fine job 
batoning Latin Quarter show last 
‘eason, nt nresent aggregation is a 
| disappointment. Leslie. 


little 








VILLA MODERNE, CHI 





Chicago, Aug. 18. 
Winnie Hoveler Dancing Darlings 
(6), Dick Gordon, Don Orlando 
Orche«(8). 





Going into a show policy for the 
first this summer, this outside-city- 
limits nitery presents a short, but 
interesting show certain to catch on. 

Strength of the show lies in the 
Winnie Hoveler Dancing Darlings. 
Six lookers, these gals offer some 
distinctive and beautifully costumed 
routines. They open with a gaucho 
number that has plenty of fire and 
requires some deft dancing by the 





girls. After a quick change, the gals 
return for a circus number and 
aerial ballet. A complete circus 


| scene is depicted, with various mem- 
|bers of the turn appearing as a 
ringmaster, a trained leopard, a 
clown, and the three remaining girls 
as aerialists. These gals swing back 
and forth on ladders suspended from 
the ceiling, doing their stunts with 
extreme skill. Number is one of 
the best performed by an act of this 
type. 

Rounding out the bill are Dick 
Gordon, tenor with fair voice and 
delivery, who also m.c.s, and Don 
Orlando, who in addition to leading 
his band, contributes two accordion 
solos. Band goes over. Loop, 
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N. Y. Nitery Followup 


Eddie Davis is vacationing, so his 
partner, Leon Enken, has lined up a 
| substitute bill at Leon & Eddie’s, 
which, if not possessed of quality, 
is certainly attracting a quantity of 
business. Its general mediocrity 
sustains the current adage that 
|they’re hungry for diversion and 
stepping out regardless. L&E line- 
up is a cheater, basically, and not 
|particularly distinguished. Oscar 
Davis (no relation to Frdie) is an 
|inept emcee. Adrienne Parker, toe 
dancer, is so much hors d’ouvres, 
| Bee Kalmus, seasoned songstress, 1s 
ithe professional highlight, but Rose 
| La Rose, stripper, may be presumed 
| accounting for some of the business 
{with her frank style of working. 
You gotta be in the mood for Mile. 
|La Rose. The 5 Crackerjacks are a 

Harlem combo of acro-ground tum- 
| blers, in the Arabian school, but too 
|slovenly attired for intime cafe 
| work: in fact, just slovenly, period. 
They’d be wise to perk up their 
nondescript garb by some pretext 
to cleanliness and professional neat- 
ness. Otherwise, the Robby Sanford 
line of eight backs up the proceed- 
ngs end also participates in the 
boomps-a-daisy finale. Lou Martin, 
sax-maestro, again heads his snappy 
dance sextet, and is featuring a new 
upright form of Solovox that pro- 
duces a fetrhine effe-t. Narita heads 
| the conga-rhumba combo. 











Maribel Vinson and Guy Owen, 
inet returned from the ice revue at 
Rio de Janeiro’s Copacabana, are 

|added starters with the ‘ce show at 

| the Hotel New Yorker, N. Y., along 

with another recent augmentation, 
| Adele Inge. replacing Belita, the 
| blonde English beaut, who rejoined 
| ‘Ice-Capades’ in Atlantic City. Miss 
| Inge is a wow of an acrobatic skat- 

‘ing novelty, easily the highlight of 
the revised blade revue here. Run- 
nerup is Guy Owen with his amaz- 

ling and easy style. Peter Killam is 

| the juve lead, with an effective “Top 
| Hot’ specialty in rhythmic precision; 
|and DeLories Ziegfeld, Angela Car- 
sons, Elizabeth Cravens, Billy Kling, 
|Grace May and Florence Walters 

/comprise a versatile background for 
the ensembles which Don Arden has 
|imaginatively staged and produced, 

| The Frenchy canean finale, the o - 
ing Dixie-Beile routine, the n- 
| American stuff, including the flashy 
| Mexican-hat double by Vinson-Owen, 
punctuate one of the best ice revues 
here. Johnnv Long eontinues with 
brisk dansanation. Abel. 
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Tyrone-Annabella Head Barn Troupe 
To West Point for Special ‘Liliom Date 





Westport, Conn., Aug. 26. 
As a major item in a_ publicity 
buildup, the like of which has never 


been equalled in the 11 years opera- | 


tion of the Country playhouse here, 
the Tyrone Power-Annabella team 


headed a caravan of some 90 people | 


that safaried from Westport to West 
Point on Sunday (24) to put on a 
single performance of ‘Liliom’ for 
the Academy personnel. Trans- 
portion of sets offered a workout for 
government setup, hauling being 
done via army trucks. 
Approximately 2,500 officers, 
cadets and guests caught the play, 
which ended with a Power curtain 
speech and presentation of flowers 
to Annabella. Program included 
luncheon at the Officers Club, a buf- 
fet supper at Cullum Hall and an 
after theatre party at the Officers 
Club. Sandwiched in between were 
an inspection of the Post, an organ 
service at the chapel and a garden 
party on the grounds of the Reser- 
vation Superintendent, 
eral Robert Eichelberger. 


P | 
Play was presented as one of in- | 


termittent legit attractions offered to 
Post personnel throughout the year. 
Comment from cadet body was 
favorable on Power's virile interpre- 
tation of his role (and incidentally 
those boys were a tough audience 
from that viewpoint) and bouquets, 
figuratively and literally, went to 
Annabella for a fine performance. 


Among those making the trip, in 


addition to the Powers, were Mr. and | 


Mrs, John C. Wilson, Lawrence Lang- | 
mer, Armina Marshall (Mrs. Lang- | 
ner) and Richard Skinner. 


Keaton-‘Gorilla’ as Finale 
Toledo, O., Aug. 26. 
Buster Keaton in ‘The Gorilla’ is 
the final attraction, beginning to- 
night (26), of the initial nine-week 
season at Lakemont Landing, straw- 
hat theatre near Toledo, 





Baseball Play to B’way 


‘Triple Play,’ a baseball comedy 
by William Roos, was recently in- 
advertently referred to in VARIETY 
as ‘Triplicate.’ A fall production on 





Broadway is planned by Harald 
Bromley. 

Latter is presently sponsoring, 
with Harold J. Kennedy, the five- 
week summer theatre season at 
Springfield, Mass. 

Extend Det. Strawhat 


Detroit, Aug. 26. 

Sole strawhat in this area extended 
its season an added week due to the 
heavy run on ‘What a Life,’ in which 
Gene Reynolds, young Hollywood 
player, is featured. The run of the 
play was increased from two weeks 
to three by the Will-O-Way Players, 
thus giving them a nine-week sea- 
g0n. 

Group, directed by William Way 
Merrill will wind up with an original 
musical comedy, “The Ninth Minute,’ 
authored by the director and with 
music by his sister, Cecelia. 





Shubert Barn Tryout 

Jessie Royce Landis will star in 
‘Dr. Brent’s Household,’ new drama 
by Edward Percy, in Robert Elwyn’s 
presentation at his Woodstock (N.Y.) 
Playhouse as the last vehicle of the 
season, Aug. 28 through Labor Day, 
Sept. 1. Play, originally tried out 
in England, is now the property of 


Lee Shubert, who is casting the 
Woodstock production. 
Miss Landis will head a predomi- 


nantly Broadway cast in which she 


portrays a psychopath, a woman who | 
in a| 


returns home after internment 
sanatorium. 


The author co-authored ‘Ladies in 


Major Gen- |} 


Shows in Rehearsal 





| ‘Candle in the 
| wrights-Theatre Guild. 
‘Mr. Big’—George S. Kaufman. 

| ‘Keep Covered’—Morris Sarnoff. 
‘Best Foot Forward’ — George 
Abbott. 

‘The More the Merrier’ (formerly 
' ‘Great Whitewash’—Otto Preminger- 
' Norman Pincus. 


} 


Wind’—Play- 


| ‘Brother Cain’—American Civic 
| Theatre. 

‘Two Story House’—Brock Pem- 
berton., 

‘Boys and Girls Together’—Ed 
Wynn. 


| ‘Meet the People’—Shuberts. 

| ‘Distant City’—John Tuerk. 

| ‘Lady in the Dark’—Sam H. Harris. 
‘Claudia’ (Chicago company )—John 
Golden, 





i Compromise 796 
Tax Offer for Lyceum, 


Mpls., to Avert Razing 





Minneapolis. Aug. 26. 


Acceptance by the Hennepin county 
board of $75,000 in settlement of 
itaxes totaling $150,000 for the last 
10 years on the Lyceum theatre 
building is expected to avert the 
threatened razing of the showhouse, 
the ony home available for touring 
legit here. 

In seeking the compromise on the 
real estate taxes, the Northwest Na- 
tional Bank & Trust Company, 
| trustee for the owners, said the prop- 
|erty hasn’t earned sufficient to meet 
its taxes. While taxes for the past 
|five years aggregated $75,000, the 
property had a total revenue of only 
$58,000, it was pointed out. 

The vote in favor of accepting the 
compromise amount was four to one. 








‘Fun and Games’ Goes 
Over in London Bow 





London, Aug. 26. 
‘Fun and Games,’ which opened 
at Princess Aug. 21, has_ been 
described by critics as an excellent 
popular musical. 
New production well 
opening night crowd. 


liked by 





Premieres 


(Aug. 25-Sept. 6) 








‘The Gentleman Came to Kill,’ by 
Ray Golden, at Assistance League 
playhouse, Los Angeles. 

‘The King’s Maid,’ by Ferenc Mol- 
nar, at Bass Rocks theatre, Glouces- 
ter, Mass. (25-30). 

‘Sorrow for Angels,’ by George 
Donald Batson, with Ruth Chatter- 
ton, at Brattle hall, Cambridge, 
Mass. (25-30). 
| ‘Lend an Ear,’ revue by Charles 
| Gaynor, at Town Hall, Cohasset, 
| Mass. (25-30). 
| ‘Balalaika,’ operetta by Eric 
| Maschwitz, George Posford and Eric 








Grun, at St. Loui Muny Opera 
| (25-30) (American Preem), 
| ‘Mr. Wife,” by William Zehv and 


|A. B. Channon, at Hunterdon Hills 
playhouse, Jutland, N. J. (26-30). 
| ‘Off the Cob,’ revue, at Starlight 
|theatre, Pawling, N. Y. (26-30). 


| ‘Dr. Brent’s Household,’ by Ed- 
Retirement’ with Reginald Denham. | ward Percy, at Woodstock (N.Y.) 
‘Off the Record, also Shubert | playhouse (28-31). 
property, was originally scheduled | 


_ for this date at the Woodstock Play- | 


‘Fun for the Money,’ revue with 
| Sketches by Charles Sherman, music 


house, but has been cancelled be-| and lyrics by Chet Forrest and Bob 


cause Charles MacArthur has not | Wright, at Playhouse, 


finished rewriting it. 


‘Household’ is a rewritten version | 


of ‘The Fiddler Played It Wrong,’ 
which was given a Sunday night 
tryout several years ago by the 
Repertory Players at the Strand, 
London. 





‘Quiet’ Sounds Off 


San Francisco, Aug. 26. 
‘Quiet Please’ perked up in its sec- 
ond week here for a good $6,100 at 
Duffy’s Alcazar, due to departure of 


“Anna Christie,” which was skim- 


ming the cream of the pop price 
trade at the Curran. 


Hollywood 
(28-6). 

‘Rufus and His Wife,’ by Philip G. 
and Julius J. Epstein, at County the- 
atre, Suffern, N. Y. (1-6). 

‘The Good Neighbor,’ by Jack L. 
Levin, at Stony Creek (Conn.) the- 
atre (1-6). 

‘It’s All Done With Memos,’ by 
Laurence Greene and Theodore Dib- 
ble, at Hilltop theatre, Ellicott City, 
Md. (2-6). : 

‘Talk Out Loud,’ revue with sketch- 
es by Reuben Shipp, music by Al 
Moss and Will Lorin, lyrics by David 
Greggory, at Unity house, Forest 
Park, Pa. (6). 
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Lillian Gish’s Reason 


The reason Lillian Gish didn't 
continue with the Chicago or 
Detroit companies of ‘Life With 
Father’ is that after not missing 
a rehearsal or performance for 
nearly a year and a half, she felt 
the need of a rest. 

Oscar Serlin asked her to con- 
tinue after her contract expired, 
but Miss Gish felt in need of a 
vacation and is now in Beverly 
Hills. That explains why she is 
not now in one of tke ‘Father’ 
companies, rather than = any 
question of her political views 
in the present crisis. 


'HELLZ’ $54,000 
ON L.A. RUN 


Los Angeles. Aug. 26. 

‘Hellzapoppin’ closed its engage- 
ment at the Biltmore Saturday (23) 
with over $30,000 in the till for the 
last 10 days, giving the house a take 
of $54,000 on the 18-day run _ in- 
cluding a special Sunday (17) night 
performance. 

‘Tobacco Road’ came back to town 
last night (25) with advance sales 
strong. ‘Jump For Joy,’ Duke El- 
lington revue at the Mayan, con- 
tinues getting $7,100 on seventh week 
after $6,900 on sixth. ‘Fun For the 
Money,’ new musical revue, relights 
the Hollywood Playhouse on Sept. 1. 
‘Tobacco Road,’ giving its 5,886th 
performance, opened last night 
(Monday) at the Biltmore with nice 
attendance. Sharecropper drama’s 
cast is headed by John Barton as 
Jeeter Lester. Others in cast include 
Sara Perry, Vinnie Phillips, Robert 
Rose, Sondra Johnson, Merryl Boy- 
den, William Bishop, Dick Lee, Lil- 
lian Ardell and William Robertson. 


Theatre Guild Vague 
On Revival of ‘Jacket’ 
With Woollcott, Harpo 


Plans for a Theatre Guild presen- 
tation of ‘The Yellow Jacket,’ with 
Alexander Woollcott and Harpo 
Marx, as a subscription offering for 
Broadway and the road are now 
vague. It had been set for Broad- 
way. Show was a tremendous box- 
office click recently at Marblekead, 
Mass., but was not so well regarded 
as a New York revival prospect. 

Woollcott, ordered by his phy- 
sician to take an extended rest be- 
cause of a heart condition, is sched- 
uled for lecture dates in November 
and also has a tentative deal for a 
radio series. Marx will take a 
vaudeville unit on a tour of army 
camps. 

Despite the record-breaking busi- 
ness done by “Jacket’ at Marble- 
head, the show only broke even for 
the strawhat management, princi- 
pally because of the budget for cast 
names, including Fay Wray, Rex 
O’Malley, Clarence Derwent and 
others, besides three musicians. 


EILEEN’ KEEPS NIFTY 
CHI PACE AT $11,000 


Chicago, Aug. 26. 

Town’s single show, ‘My Sister 
Eileen,’ continues at a constantly 
improving pace, now that there is a 
flock of convention and vacation 
people in town. Cooling weather is 
also b.o. factor. 

Came through in its 28th week in 
the Harris to brilliant $11,000 and 
indicates great strength for 
time yet. . Matinees 
tinued sellout. 


























remain a con- 


‘Father’ Up to 166, Det., 
Despite Transit Strike 


Detroit, Aug. 26. 

Soaring up in its final week ‘Life 
with Father’ garnered an approxi- 
mate $16,000 at the Cass to round 
out its 12-week stay with a flourish— 
despite a local transportation strike. 
Farewell week might have seen the 
Dorothy Gish-Louis Calhern com- 
pany hitting higher—to the level of 
opening weeks—had not the strike 
put out all streetcars and buses and 
put taxis and parking space at a 
premium. 

However, the final week’s strong 
gross placed the summer Offering 
here well over the $200,000 for its 
run, which took in 120,000 customers. 
Company now takes a month’s vaca- 
tion before starting coast-to-coast 
tour, and house goes dark for week 
until ‘Meet the People’ comes in 
Aug. 31. 





some | 





Engagements 


Ella Logan, ‘Crazy House.’ 

Helen Flint, ‘Theatre.’ 

Philip Tonge, ‘Blithe Spirit.’ 

Gil Stratton, Jr., ‘Best Foot For- 
ward.’ 

Gina Malo, Gregory 
Doctor’s Dilemma.’ 

Marguerite Namara, Robert Cra- 
ven, ‘Claudia’ (Chicago company). 

Dorrit Kelton, Doro Merando, G. 
Albert Smith, Herbert Duffy, Guy 
Sampsel, ‘The More the Merrier.’ 

Merle Maddern, Ben Smith, Mor- 
gan Farley, Kaye Brinker, ‘The Dis- 
tant City.’ 

Ruth Clayton, Three Diamonds, 
Milton Watson, ‘Viva O’Brien.’ 

Howard St. John, Janet Fox, 
Henry Levin, ‘Two-Story Heuse.’ 





Peck, ‘The 





Fischer Adopts Name 
Of His Paris Nitery for 
His N. Y. Revue Theatre 


Clifford C. Fischer will probably 
rename the 44th St. roof theatre, 
N.Y., formerly the Nora Bayes, as 
the Ambassadeur, a compromise on 
his Les Ambassadeurs, Paris, which 
Henry Lartigue now operates as a 
joint venture, with Fischer. How- 
ever, Les Ambassadeurs is a smart 
cabaret-theatre, while Fischer’s N.Y. 
spot will be a theatre strictly. 

It opens in October with a 10 p.m. 
revue theatre policy, Marek Web- 
er’s and Codolban’s orchestrds will 
officiate, and a name new to Broad- 
way will emcee. He is being nego- 
tiated for now. Monte Proser, who 
pressagented Fiscker’s French Ca- 
sino on Broadway, will probably re- 
associate in this venture although 
also retaining his interest in the 
Copacabana, N.Y., nitery. 








‘Native Son’ Tops A.C. 
Season at Big $9,000 


Atlantic City, Aug. 26. 


‘Native Son,’ with Canada Lee and 
Anne Burr, grossec approximately 
$9,000 for week ending Saturday (23) 
at Garden Pier. This tops all local 
legit b.o. receipts so far this season. 
Four matinees were skedded for 
week, but an extra one was added 
Friday. 


Al Jolson opens tomorrow 
(Wednesday) in ‘Hold On to Your 
Hats.’ At close of this show Ben 
Jacobson and Rube Bernstein, who 
have been operating Garden Pier 
theatre all summer, plan to close. 





Current Road Shows 


(Aug. 27-Sept. 6) 





‘Beautiful People’—Windsor, Bronx, 
N. Y. (2-7). 


‘Boys and Girls Together’ 
Wynn)—Mosque, Newark (5-6). 

‘Flight to the West’ (Isabel Jewell) 
—Flatbusk, Brooklyn (27-31), 


‘Hellzapoppin’—Aud., Long Beach, 
Cal. (27); Civic aud., San Jose, Cal. 
(28); Mun. aud. Sacramento, Cal. 
(29-30); Curran, San Francisco (31- 
6). 

‘Hold on to Your Hats’ (Al Jolson) 
—Garden Pier, Atlantic City (27-30); 
Shubert, Boston (1-6). 

‘Jump for Joy’ (Duke Ellington) 
|—Mayan, Los Angeles (27-30). 

‘Man Who Came to Dinner’ (Tay- 
lor Holmes)—Central, Cedarhurst. 
L. I. (27-31). 

‘Meet the People’—Cass. 
(1-6). 

‘Mr. Big’—Bushnell aud., Hartford, 
Conn. (6). 


‘My Sister 
cago (27-6). 
‘Native 
N. YY, 
(2-7). 
‘The More the Merrier’—Maryland, 

Baltimore (2-6). 

‘The Wookey’ (Edmund Gwenn, 
Heather Angel)—National Washing- 
ton (27-30); Ford’s, Baltimore (1-6). 

‘Tobacco Road’ (John Barton)— 
Biltmore, Los Angeles (27-6). 

‘Two for the Money’ (Willie How- 
ard) — Brighton, Brighton Beach, 
N. Y. (27-31). 

‘Two Story 
Washington (1-6). 

‘Village Green’ (Frank Craven)— 


(Ed 


Detroit 


Eileen’—Harris, Chi- 


Son’—Windsor, Bronx, 
(27-31); Flatbush, Brooklyn 


House’—National, 











Maryland, Baltimore (27-30), 


Tourists, Cool Weather Help Bway; 
‘Arsenic’ Back to Capacity at $16,600 





Continued cool weather, plus the 
seasonal pilgrimage of tourists to 
New York, gave Broadway another 
b.o. boost last week, pushing the 
grosses to autumn levels. Potent 
sign was the fact that attendance 
was strong at matinees, normally 
slim pickings during the summer 
period. Three more shows join the 
list next week, bringing the number 
of offerings to 13. 

Estimates for Last Week 

Key: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 
CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
M (Musical), O (Operetta). 

‘Arsenic and Old Lace,’ Fulton 
(33d week) (C-938; $3.30). Comedy 
hit bounced back to capacity for all 
performances; $16,600. 

‘Claudia,’ Booth (28th week) (CD- 
712; $3.30). Business took a marked 
jump, particularly early in the week; 
nearly $10,500. 

‘Hellzapoppin, Winter Garden 
(153d week) (R-1,671; $3.30). Also 
advanced a trifle in the generai 
trend; around $16,500. 

‘It Happens on Ice,’ Center (2d re- 
peat engagement) (6th week) (R- 
3,027; $1.65). Skating spectacle 
moved up again, registering approxi- 
mately $2,000 better; $25,000 esti- 
mated. 

‘Lady in the Dark,’ Alvin (reopens 
Monday, 1). Advance sale of more 
than $12,000 reported for this Moss 
Hart-Kurt Weill show, with Gert- 
rude Lawrence alone remaining of 
the cast leads. 

‘Life With Father,’ Empire (93d 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). Leaped again 
nicely, notably on bigger takings for 
a early-week performances; $14,- 

‘My Sister Eileen,’ Biltmore (35th 
week) (CD-991; $3.30). General im- 
provement also felt at this show; 
$11,000; Shirley Booth due back in 
lead part next Monday (1). 

‘Pal Joey,’ Shubert (reopening 
Monday, 1). Rodgers-Hart musical 
resuming for probably four weeks 
before going on road; registered 
healthy improvement to $11,500 for 
final week at Barrymore. 

‘Panama Hattie,’ 46th Street (43d 
week) (M-1,347; $4.40). Cole Porter 
show sold out six times during the 
week, compared to three times the 
previous semester; $24,500; Ann Bar- 
rett succeeded Betty Hutton this 
week. 

‘Separate Rooms,’ Plymouth (74th 
week) (C-1,107; $3.30). This long- 
stayer goes to the road the end of 
next week; up a trifile last week to 
$3,800; Anna Sten replaced Virginia 
Smith. 

‘The Corn Is Green,’ National 
(39th week) (D-1,162; $3.30). Marked 
improvement again last week, con- 
tinuing rise from midsummer low; 
around $10,000; moves Sept. 9 to 
Royale. 

‘Village Green,’ Miller (opens next 
Wednesday, 3). Carl Allensworth 
comedy currently getting a Balti- 
more break-in arrives next midweek. 

‘Watch on the Rhine,’ Beck (21st 
week) (D-1,214; $3.30). Boost to 
about $16,000 is plenty strong and 
the anti-Fascist play is slated to stick 
well into the new season. 


‘Red Mill’ Nifty 476, 
St. L., Despite Rain 


St. Loulfs, Aug. 26. 

Rain and threats of rain for four 
nights hindered ‘The Red Mill’ biz 
at the Muny Opera here during the 
week ending Sunday (24). Victor 
Herbert operetta, nevertheless, ran 
up a nifty $47,000. 

It rained on both opening and 





closing nights and threatened a 
downpour on two other perform- 
ances. 





‘Hellz’ Retakes Upset N.Y. 


Return of Olsen-Johnson 


Hollywood, Aug. 26. 

Retakes and pickup' shots on 
‘Hellzapoppin’ at Universal retarded 
the departure of Ole Olson and 
Chic Johnson for New York, where 
they are due for huddles with Lee 
Shubert and Harry Kaufman about 
their new Broadway musical tenta- 
tively named ‘Crazy Show.’ 

Extra work on the film delayed 
the comics until Saturday. 





‘Hansel-Gretel’ Revival 


The Metropolitan is planning a re- 
vival of ‘Hansel and Gretel’ for 
Christmas this season. Opera, which 
has not been given in a half dozen 
years, will include Jean Dickenson 
and Rise Stevens in the leads, and 
Erich Leinsdorf in the pit. 

Another planned revival at the 
Metropolitan this cominfg season 
will be ‘Elixir d’Amore,’ which has 
not been given since Tito Schipa, 
Edith Fleischer and Ezio Pinza sang 
it in 1934. Present casting calis for 
Salvatore Baccaloni, Bruno Landi 
and Bidu Sayao. 
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Cut-Rating Has Been a Big Factor 
In B.O. Click of ‘Separate Rooms 


The handling of ‘Separate Rooms,’ 
which concludes a long, unexpected 
run at the Plymouth, N. Y., within 
the next two weeks, is regarded along 
Broadway as a Classic in cut-rating. 
On Sept. 6, when the final perform- 
ance will be played, the comedy, 
which originated on the Coast, but 
did not play Hollywood, will have 
accomplished a stay of a year and 
one-half, principally through the 
skillful manner in which two-for- 
one coupons were distributed. 

An incredible number of bargain 
slips were made available in every 
spot in the metropolitan district, fac- 
tories, large and.small stores, in- 
stitutions getting bundles of the bar- 
gain tickets from time to time. Ap- 
proximate total of two-for-ones dis- 
tributed was 17,300,000, no similar 
campaign approaching that figure. 
Percentage of slips handed into the 
boxoffice where two tickets for the 
price of one were purchased was 
four-fifths of 1° during the first 
year, with declining returns there- 
after. 

Kept Many Shows Lighted 

It is known that a higher per- 
centage of the bargainers have given 
some sustenance to the boxoffice, 
especially when selected lists of 
plants or persons are used. During 
the depression the two-for-one prac- 


tice kept a bunch of shows lighted | 


on Broadway. Some managers sent 
out bales of two-for-ones over a 
limited period of weeks, as high as 
500,000 being for one show, while 
others distributed between 40,000 and 
50,000. There is a set fee for plant- 
ing the two-for-ones, ticketsellers 
out of jobs handling the spotting, 
while other persons devote full time 
to the distribution. Two-for-ones are 
not restricted to New York, and in 


week stands on the road, where such | 


distribution is resorted to, percent- 
age of returns has been more than 
5< 

‘Rooms’ opened in Seattle, then 
played San Francisco, 
Boston under the title ‘Thanks 
My Wife’ before it was renamed and 
presented on Broadway. Play was 
considerably handicapped not 
because of the title change, but in 
being spotted in the Elliott theatre, 
located on the fringe of the present- 
day theatre zone. After considerable 
changing and removal to the Mans- 
field, ‘Rooms’ started to turn a 
weekly profit. 

Modest Operation 

Being a one-set, short-cast play, 
‘Rooms’ has a modest operating cost, 
principal factor in its continuance. 
Understood that it went into the red 
for around $35,000, with Lee Shu- 
bert buying in, before the upturn. 
When the play -vas again moved, 
this time into the Plymouth, 
ness improved and for a 


busi- 


consider- 


able stretch the grosses averaged $9.- ' 


000 and better. At 
‘Rooms’ has been 
net, both for the show 
where it spanned the 
second summer. 
‘Rooms’ boasted 
Alan Dinehart, 
Glenda Farrell. 
drawn and 


that level and less 


and 
season 


house, 
and a 


of three names, 
Lyle Talbot and 
Latter has _ with- 


femme lead on Sunday (24) and 
will tour with the show Several 
mames appeared originally as _ pre- 


senters, but some were dropped from 

the billing. Bobby Crawford 

made the presentation since. 
Another switch in management 


has 


has recently been effected, and Ben 
Stein, who has been general man- 
ager, will present ‘Rooms’ on ‘he 
road. Stein recently inaugurated the 
idea of paying 75% of salaries in 
cash and 25% in-defense bonds. That 
Plan is still being continued, with 
the actors reported to be well sat- 


isfied, as i‘ insures their saving an 
appreciable percentage of their earn- 
Ings. 


Interstate Sets Bigger 


\f 
Name Road Season 
Dallas, Aug. 26. 
‘Interstate circuit will present more 
road legit shows next year than they 
have in three years. 

Katharine Cornell in Shaw’s ‘The 
Doctor's Dilemma,’ slated for Christ- 
mas at the Majestic, Fort Worth, is 
among the chain’s toppers. Other 
road shows lined up that will be dis- 
tributed over Interstate are ‘Hold 
On to Your Hais’ (Al Jolson), 
ary; ‘There Shall Be No Night’ (Lynn 
Fontanne-Alfred Lunt), November: 
‘Boys and Girls Together’ (Ed 
Wy at March; ‘My Sister Eileen,’ 
Ma 
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Hogan, Dugan in N. Y. 
For London Raid Play 


James P. Hogan, Metro director, 
and Tom Dugan, film actor, are cur- 
rently in New York to arrange 
Broadway production of their new 
play, ‘London Nocturne,’ which deals 


with events in an air raid shelter 
during a bombing attack on the 
British capitol. 

Understood the Theatre Guild is 
one of the managements considering 
the show. 


CORN 10 EXIT 
N.Y. THEATRE 
AFTER ROW 














Chicago and | 
for | 


only | 


making a goodly | 


Anna Sten took over the' 


Janu- | 


As a result of a scrap between 
{Herman Shumlin.and the manage- 
;ment of the National theatre, N.Y., 
\‘The Corn Is Green’ will move Sept. 
'9 to the Royale, N.Y., a Shubert 
jhouse. National is an independent 
|theatre, owned by a bank and man- 
aged by Harry G. Sommers. 


Tiff occurred when Shumlin 
learned yesterday (Tuesday) that 
Sommers had signed for the Maurice 
{Evans revival of ‘Macbeth’ to oc- 
;cupy the National in November for 
eight weeks, forcing him to find 
some other location for ‘Corn’ at that 
time. He immediately gave Sommers 
two weeks’ notice, effective Sept. 8. 

Shumlin tentatively planned to 
keep the show at the National until 
the Christmas holidays and then 
send it on an extensive road tour. 





Gene Kelly to Coast For 
| Picture After Directing 


Abbott Show’s Dances 


Gene Kelly, who is staging the 
dances for George Abbott’s new 
musical, ‘Best Foot Forward,’ will 


continue briefly in the title part of 
the producer’s other show, ‘Pal Joey,’ 
| when it reopens with a matinee per- 


formance Monday (1) at the! 
Shubert However, George Tapps 
will take over the role in a week or 


so and continue it for the balance of 
1the New York engagement and on 
tour. 

Dancer will be busy with the ‘Best 
Foot’ staging assignment until the 
show's New York opening, scheduled 
for Oct. 1 at the Ethel Barrymore, 
after a Philadelphia tryout. He then 
goes to the Coast on a picture con- 
tract First assignment isn’t defi- 
nitely set, but he has been 
may be the next Alfred Hitchcock | 
picture for David O. Selznick. It’s 
slated to go into production about | 
Nov. 1. 

Kelly last 
Lonergan as 
Foot.’ It made 


week succeeded John 
dance stager for ‘Best 
him the second new- 
comer to get a dance directing a 
enment on Broadway this season. 
Charles Walters, 
r dancing partner, 
stage the dances 
Cole Porter 


Other is 
h s for! € 
Fox, will 
Face It,’ new 


Dorothy 
for ‘Let’s 


musical to 


be presented by Vinton Freedley-W 
Horace Schmidlapp and _ Richara 
Krakeu! Walters staged the dances 


for one previous musical, the Dennis 
King show which folded on the road 
}last season before getting to New 
| York. 


| —— 





| Herman Bernie’s Prod. 
| 





Herman Bernie plans a Broadway 
jpretacs on of a comedy provoked by 
the goings-on at a woman's milk 
ferm. Robert Marko is the 
Bernie plans an early-winter pro- 
duction. 


‘Fat of the Land’ is the title. 





company 
new 


Charles Harris will be 
manager for George Abbott's 
musical. ‘Best Foot Forward.’ Sid- 
ney Harris (no relation) is with 
‘Pal Joey.’ Carl Fisher remains 


A +4" y l 
’ S & al mana 


gene [er . 


NEW HAVEN STARTS 
WITH ABBOTT SHOW 


New Haven, Aug. 26. 

Shubert theatre legit season gets 
under way here Sept. 11 with preem 
of George Abbott’s musical, ‘Best 
Foot Forward’ (‘formerly ‘Young 
Man’s Fancy’). Show is in for three 
days. 

House is under new management 
this season, a corporation headed by 
Morris Nunes having taken a long- 
term lease on theatre operated by 
the Shuberts since its erection 26 
years ago. Leonard Sang is in from 
New York as manager, succeeding 
E. D. Eldridge, who has represented 
the Shuberts locally for over 25 
years. 

Following the Abbott show, ‘Ar- 
senic and Old Lace’ comes in for 
three days (15-18); then Gladys 
George in ‘Distant City’ (19-21). Al 
Jolson’s ‘Hold On to Your Hats’ is 








told it| 


author. | 


set for Sept. 25-27, and Katharine 
| Cornell is due in “The Doctor’s Di- 
lemma’ Oct. 2-4. Vinton Freedley’s 
production of ‘Let’s Face It’ comes 
in Oct. 9-11. 

Among shows pencilled are the 
New York company of ‘Hellzapop- 
pin,’ tentatively set Oct. 6-8; Mau- 
rice Evans in ‘Macbeth,’ Oct. 23-25; 
and Eddie Cantor’s ‘Banjo Eyes,’ 
Nov. 6-8. 

House will operate primarily on a 
legit policy but will fill in with 
vaude and name bands, also oper- 
ating Sundays, a ‘condition that did 
not prevail previously. 


LATER BOW IN 
PHILLY THAN 
EXPECTED 








Philadelphia, Aug. 26. 
Philly's legit season doesn’t get the 
| August opening gun mentioned for 
\it, and first show will be approxi- 
|mately two weeks later than last 
year’s initialer. 

‘The Wookey’ (Edgar Selwyn) pre- 
| viously called ‘They Fought at Ar- 
| ques,’ switched from here to Wash- 
| ington for its opening, and now the 
|curtainraiser will be Katharine Cor- 
nell’s revival of ‘The Doctor’s Di- 
lemma’ at the Forrest on Sept. 8. It 
| is strictly a one-week booking, with 
the new George Abbott musical, for- 
merly ‘Young Man's Fancy,’ now 
|‘Best Foot Forward,’ definitely sked- 
'ded for the 15th after a three week 
break-in in New Haven. 

Locust will also start the 1941-42 
season in September but dates are 
not officially announced. ‘Johnny 
Belinda’ is mentioned but so is ‘Sep- 
arate Rooms.’ 

The Erlanger 
counted out of 
season. Overfiow 
mean either the 
tated last vear for 


can definitely be 
legit bookings this 
of bookings might 
Walnut, rehabili- 
‘Life With Father,’ 


| Day,’ 





Selznick Sets Hardwicke 
To Stage, Act in Strawha 


Aug. 26. 





Santa Barbara, Cal., 
with David O. Selznick to direct and 


in ‘The Devil’s Disciple,’ to be pro- 
duced here at the Lobero theatre, 
starting about Sept. 15 as one of the 
Selznick strawhat shows. 

It will be Hardwicke’s first ap- 
pearance on the stage in several sea- 
sons. Film player 
will also have a part. 





UNIT IN NEL 
REOPENER 





Lace,’ which played an engagement 
in Chicago last spring, reopens Sept. 


three-day engagement, Then goes to 
Hartford, Schenectady, Syracuse, | 
Buffalo, Ithaca and Rochester, N. Y., 
before opening an extended run Sept 
29 at the Plymouth, Boston. 

Rehearsals start Tuesday (2) with 
Jack Whiting replacing Clinton 
Sundberg, Forrest Orr succeeding 
Herbert Corthell and Augie Adams 
for Helen Twelvetrees. Erich von 
Stroheim, Laura Hope Crews and 
Effie Shannon will again have the 
leads. 

Original company again went to 
capacity business at all 
ances last week at the Fulton, N. Y., 
and is apparently headed through the 
fall and winter. No cast changes 
are contemplated. Boris Karloff, 
who got out of a Columbia picture 
commitment this summer to remain 
with the show, may have to fill the 
assignment next spring, but that’s 
merely tentative 


Dodie Smith $ ie Play 


Carmel, Cal., Aug. 26. 
Dodie Smith, author of ‘Call It a 
‘Dear Octopus’ and other 
is working on a new comedy- 
unrevealed title, which 
have completed in 


plays, 
drama of 
she expects to 





lor the Shubert, mentioned for bur-/time for fall Broadway production. 
lesque until chorine shortage was Dwight Deere Wiman, who pro- 

‘ ’ ‘ ’ 
given as reason for postponement, |duced ‘Call It a Day and ‘Octopus, 


would get some of the legiters. 


| 


will probably get first look at it. 


Annie Doesn't Unzip Anymore 


Corio Refuses to Revert to Her Burley as Per Legit 
Mgr.’s Demand 


who with] 


| oe 
| 

thought she had 
she left 42d 


discovered last 


whe 


Corio 


burley 


Ann 


given when 


up 
treet for strawnats, 
week that the is not unani- 
Manager of the Brighton 
Brighton Beach, N. Y., de- 
she take-it-off in the third 
‘The Barker.’ in which she 
|was appearing there. 

the idea, which led to 
charges and countercharges 
| Equity until the actors’ 
ped in and said Miss Corio was a 


opinion 


mous. 
theatre, 
manded 
act of 


before | 


didn't heve to peel 


She vetoed | 
threats of | 


union step- ! ' 


'respected member of that body and ; on 
if sHe didn’t| Equitv stepped 


Which gave Goldberg 
for other measures 
at the opening Tuesday (19) nivht 
He imported another  stripeuse 
Marcelita, from Coney Island 
William Harrigan, in the title role 
of ‘The Barker,’ figuring Goldberg 
was only trying to embarrass Miss 
Corio, refused to follow instructions 
by going off script and introing 
Marcelita. Gal came on _ stage 
stood there a moment like an un- 
decided fawn and then followed 
Miss Corio into the wings. She was 
hand again Wednesdav, but 
in to save the day 


to ‘Barker.’ 
time to prepare 


want to. That ended the disvute but | land she never did get her chance 


feelings 
Edward Gold- 


not the hard 
Brighton manager 
| bert end the cast. 


Goldberg had warned Miss Corio | 


l|she was going to have to unzin at| 
Brighton. which is hard by Coney | 
Island. when she was anpearing at 
his Central theatre, Cedarhurst. L 
I.. the previous week She moin- 
tained she was through with that 
ote ™ = 1 aw . 4 wW P +e , 


between | 
\the Coast Sept. 
| film appearance. 


|f ty hevin rebearcals for a 


Mice flies th 
initrs) 


stor—ir 


incidentallv, 
15 for her 
She’s to 


man.’ 


Corio. 


a sarong—in ‘Swamp V” 
nroduced by Georve Merrick 
Max Alexander for Producers 


and 


leasing Corp. She returns ect >t 


troor ir 

‘White Careo’ under snorsercshin & 

Addis and Rorke in association w*** 
my Viewanthal 


Sir Cedric Hardwicke has signed | Various 
play the part of Geheral Burgoyne | 


| Next week’s opening is 


‘ARSENIC: ROAD 


Road company of ‘Arsenic and Old | 


Record Number of Strawhat 
Tryouts Slated for Broadway; 
Dozen Set, Formerly Just a Few 


+ 


| Record number of strawhat tryouts 
' are scheduled for Broadway presen- 
tation this season. One opens next 
| week, one the following week and 
| sev eral others are in active prepara- 
| tion. Total of about a dozen are on 
production schedules for 
New York during the fall and win- 
ter. Previously there have been 
| only a handful in any one season. 

‘Village 
Green,’ Carl Allensworth’s comedy, 
which Dorothy and Julian Olney 
and Felix Jacoves tested early this 
summer at their Ridgeway theatre, 


Alan Marshal| White Plains, N. Y. Frank Craven 


| was starred and has the same spot 
|in the current production, which is 
currently playing a break-in week at 
the Maryland, Baltimore. Broadway 
opening is slated for Wednesday (3) 
at the Henry Miller. 


‘Two Story House,’ comedy-meller 
by Parker Fennelly, was tried out 
this summer at the Bass Rocks thea- 
tre, Gloucester, Mass. Brock Pem- 
berton is giving it a preliminary road 
run, opening Monday night (1) at 
the National, Washington, and will 
preem it Sept. 9 at the Morosco, 
. ie 

‘Mis’ Nellie of N’Orleans,’ oldie ree 
vival with Grace George, played try- 
outs earlier in the summer at Stock- 
bridge and Gloucester, Mass., and 





15 at the Shubert, New Haven, for a | 
| Brady at his Playhouse, N. Y., 
| fall 


will be presented by William A, 
in the 
if next week’s engagement at 
| Westport, Conn., indicates the piece 
| has boxoffice pull. 
Gordon’s Operetta 

Max Gordon is definitely slated to 
do the operetta, ‘New Orleans,’ 
which was first produced early in 
the summer at the St. Louis Muny 
Opera. John Van Druten’s ‘Behold 
We Live,’ presented some years ago 


|in London and last week at Dennis, 


perform- | 


Mass., with Gertrude Lawrence and 
Philip Merivale, for the first time in 
the U. S., is a possibility on Dwight 
Deere Wiman’s slate. 

The Ingrid Bergman revival of 
‘Anna Christie,’ done recently on the 
Coast and playing next week at .Ma- 


| plewood, N. J., may be presented for 


| Wildbers. 


| Frances 


a tour by Cheryl Crawford and John 
So may ‘The Hot Mikado,’ 
with Bill Robinson, which also was 
revived last week at Maplewood 
“Western Union, Please,’ by 
Goodrich and Albert Hack- 


ett, was tested this summer at the 


| Paper Mill playhouse, Millburn, N. J., 


beins | 


Pe.!) 


with Charles 
Aldrich & 
Broadway in 

Jean Muir and Sanford 
have tentative New York plans for 
‘Rufus and His Wife,’ the Philip G. 
and Julius J. Epstein comedy which 
they will try out at the Suffern 
(N. Y.) strawhat next week Also 
Alexander Greendale’s ‘Walk Into 
My Parlor,’ playing various strawhat 
tune-up dates, is scheduled for 


the fall by Luther 


Butterworth 
Myers may 
the fall. 


starred, 
bring it to 


Meisner 


Broadway in 
Greene. 
David O. Selznick has indicated on 


the Coast that he will present his 
current Santa Barbara (Cal.) try- 
out. ‘Lottie Dundass,’ with Geraldine 
Fitzgerald, in New York this season 
if he ean get suitable revisions. 
Ste wart Chanen and Dimetrios Vilan 
likewise have tentative plans for pro. 
duction of Theresa Helburn’s ‘Little 


Dark Hor e” 
ner and Ar 


which Lawrence Lang- 
nina Marshall preemed at 


Westport this summer 

There is still talk of a Broadway 
presentation of ‘La Belle Helene,’ the 
wing version of the Offenbach op- 


eretta tried at Westport early in the 
Summer. 





| 


Kruger Steps From WB 
‘Animal’ to Stage Version 


San Francisco, Aug. 26. 

Otto Kruger jumps out of his role 
in Warners’ production of ‘The 
Male Animal’ into the lead of Henry 
Duffy’s stage version at the Alcazar 
here Sent. 8. 

With Kruger will be Robert Scott 
of the original New York company. 





Buff Tees Off Sept. 18 
Buffalo, Aug. 26. 
Erlanger will open local legit seae 
on Sept. 18 with Cornelia Otis Skine 
ner in Somerset Maugham’s “Thea- 
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BALALAIKA 


(AMERICAN PREMIERE) 


St. Louis, Aug. 25. 

Play with musik in three acts (mine 
scenes), book and lyrics by Erie Maschwitz, 
music by G xe Posford and LDernard Grun 
Settings, Waison Barratt choreography, 
Theodor Adolphus Presented at Municipal 
Opera, Forest Park, St. Louis, Aug. 25, ‘41 
Alexey \ silyevitch...ccees Bob Lawrence 
Colonel Balaukirev...ecc.cccee William O'Neal 
Cook's Gu . ees enenese James Polack 
monteera Beller. .ocececvccseee Dudley Harder 
Mrs Morrisuon..... coeeccs seeerenm Bayi ond 
Randall I’. Morrison....... Vincent Vernon 
| ree Te Edward Krawll 
Varvara..... eccecee  Ksthel Taylor 
POOPR.. cc cecccvacsssvessseseo meryon Dale 
Madame Petrova...cc.cccccces: Ruth Urban 
Bee BOrverahky . so ocscesctersece Leroy Busch 
PR ebcsdoveeeervesss Randolph Symonette 
a are ee William Lynn 
Dives seek sas 600 ed beeee see Violet Carlson 
Lydia Marakov.......+ee-...- Nancy McCord 
Count Peter Karagin..........Arthur Kent 
Prince Karagin.......... Frederick Persson 
OE Or ry Emil, Wachter , 
Professor Marakov.......«« Joseph Macaulay 
Stage Director. ..ccoccecsecces William Meader | 
COREE BUOY cc cecccevcecttecosees Edwin Klemp | 
TS. 560sk6heseoebee oes ae Tack Donohue | 
MOPMOl. . cccccccccsvcesececes William Mercer | 
Ist Revolutionary......... Lynwood Crewes | 
2nd. Revolutionary..Frederick Schneider, Jr. 
Premiere Ballerina........-.+6. Vivien Fay 

American preem of ‘Balalaika,’ | 


produced in London five years ago, 
was a click here tonight (Monday) 
but it is doubtful whether any pro- 
ducer will risk the coin necessary 
for another presentation because of 
its filming a couple of years ago. An 
ll-time opening night record was | 
tien up when 10,800 jammed the 
al fresco theatre in Forest Park and 
paid an estimated $4,500. 

Fine cast with a fine collection of | 
warblers and sock sets designed by 
Watson Barratt helped the piece go 
over. Nancy McCord, as_ Lydia, 
Arthur Kent, as Count Peter Kara- 
gin: Bob Lawrence and William 
O’Neal carried the burden of the 
Signing chores to click. William 
Lynn, diminutive comedian and 
Violet Carlson, equally small, were 
heavy socks on comedy, with Helen 
Raymond, as the American traveler 
scoring swell in a drunk scene. 

Others in support who scored are | 
Joseph Macaulay, Frederic Persson, 
Ruth Urban, Ethel Taylor, Maryon 
Dale, William Mercer and Jack 
Donohue. Intricate terping routines 
were cooked up by Al White, Jr., 
with Theodor Adolphus and the line 
winning lots of palm-pounding for 
their execution. Vivien Fay and 
Edward Caton won the mob with 
their dance specialties. 

Eric Maschwitz’s original script, | 
which was changed a trifle for the 
flicker, was easily recognized by 
those who saw the picture version. 
Libretto, dealing with the White 
Russian era of pre-Revolutionary 
days, then the post-war days, has 
retained much of the charm that 
must have been part of the original.. 

Sahu. 


LOTTIE DUNDASS 


Santa Barbara, Cal., Aug. 26. 

Drama in three acts (five scenes) by Enid 
Bagnold; presented by the David O. Selz- 
nick company at the Lobero theatre, Santa 
Barbara, for five pe rformances, opening 
Aug. 21, '41; directed by Viadimir Soko- 
loff; stars Geraldine Fitzgerald with Dame 
May Whitty and Joanna Roos; production 
designed by Kate Drain Lawson; song com- 
posed by Edward Lindsay-Hogg and Adrian 
Vanderhorst; music arranged and conducted 
by David Raxin. 

Cast: Geraldine Fitzgerald, Dame May 
Whitty, Joanna Roos, Clarence J. Straight, 
Boyd Davis, Walter Williams. Norma Var- 
den, Bertram Tanswell, Pax Walker, Evan 
Thomas, Ben Webster, Janan Evans, Faith 
Brook, David Bacon. 








Second summer play venture by 
the David O. Selznick company at 
the Lobero theatre could have stood 
further tightening before opening. 
Generous talents of Geraldine Fitz- 
gerald, Dame May Whitty and others 
in the cast gave ‘Lottie Dundass’ an 
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| fully. 
‘her friend and mother, and the lat- 
| ter, 


| interesting debut before the elite of ,anmad producers courage. 


| Hollywood and Santa Barbara, but 
| because of the need for tighter writ- 
ing it was a restless audience. Enid 
Bagnold, author of ‘National Velvet’ 
and ‘Serena Blandish,’ did her best 
work on the second and third acts, 


but can find plenty of polishing to do | 
in the first act to speed up the char- | 


acter establishment and get the play 
down to business. 

Plot is laid in a small English 
town and presents Miss Fitzgerald as 
| Lottie Dundass, a girl who yearns to 
be an actress but is prevented by 
illness. Neurotic creature also has a 
streak of insanity, inherited from 
her murderer father, now confined 
to an asylum. She geis her oppor- 
tunity when a travelling company 
finds itself without a leading lady. 
Lottie’s friend talks the producer 
into giving the girl a chance, but 10 
|minutes before curtain the troupe’s 
regular understudy appears. Lottie 
strangles her in much the same fash- 
ion as her father committed his 
crime and makes her debut success- 
The murder is discovered by 


when Lottie suffers a heart at- 
tack brought on by the 


withholds her medicine and Lottie 


| dies for the final curtain. 
Miss Fitzgerald is splendid as the lusty old comedy 


strange girl, the play marking her 
second appearance on the American 
stage, having previously done ‘Heart- 
break House’ for the Mercury The- 
atre before entering pictures. Dame 
May Whitty gives an assured per- 
formance as the mother of Lottie. 
Joanna Roos as Lottie’s friend makes 
the most of a strong part. Boyd 
Davis, Norma Varden, Bertram Tans- 
well, Pax Walker, Evan Thomas and 
Janan Evans excellently contribute 
the second act’s comedy as members 
of the travelling show company. 
Faith Brook, daughter of Clive 
Brook, is good as Lottie’s victim. 
Others of the cast show well. 

John Houseman and Alfred De 
Liagre, Jr., produced for the Selz- 
nick Company, and Vladimir Soko- 
loff directed. Kate Drain Lawson 
did the production design, achieving 
a novel effect in her treatment of 
the backstage set. 


THE KING’S MAID 


Gloucester, Mass., Aufg. 25:° ~ 


Drama in two acts, by Ferene Molnar. 
Features Sam Jaffe, Teresa Wright. Staged 
by Oscar Serlin, setting by Ralph Alswang. 
Presented by Martin Manulis and Henry 
Levin, in association with Oscar Serlin, at 
Bass Rocks theatre, Gloucester, Mass., Aug. 





MORN 6 6-6-0 4:04 04600006066600-6 Marilyn Erskine 
PN 5 0 5 64 asecnceee conseceus SEO Welles 
Rosenbaum......+. Coecccccccceges Sam Jaffe 
Mra. Ballant...cscccccecsers Leslie Bingham 
BN 6 bac ti eonteteneveaims Karl Malden 
Dee, GUNMEN » 6 0s 0 6esdees Duane McKinney 
Lieut. of Gendarmes...... Edward Raqucllo 
Gendarme. .scvccccceccecesed Arthur Marlowe 
William Hughes 
O14 Meh. .cocaceccceseees { GGGR DAI 
| Gilbert Squillace 
Jeanneite..... epoca odevens om Juliette Langdon 
-_—— 
Eschewing theatrical artifice to 


tell simple story of goodness and 
faith, Ferenc Molnar has_ written 
unusual play, one which may 
represent moving religious experi- 
ence to some onlookers and may 
strike as thin drama. Controver- 
sially inflammable to boot. 


‘Maid’ hardly more than long one 
acter with intermission, is about a 
devout servant girl reared in con- 
vent who tries to console ill-treated 
Jewish peddler living in Hungarian 
rooming house. Recognizing Christ- 
like kindliness in old man, played by 
Sam Jaffe, Slavey (Teresa Wright) 
reads to him from New Testament 
and shows that unwittingly he has 
been upholding precepts first ex- 
pounded by Jesus. To Jaffee it 
comes as revelation that poor and 
downtrodden are encompassed by 
Christ’s love, and pride fills him that 
|the Great Prophet and teacher was 
jalso a Jew. 
| 





Hungarian Christian community, 
however, will not allow the Jew to 
|claim Christianity, and the maid’s 
| fiance, angered by what he considers 


old man a mortal blow. 
|ciously following in Christ’s foot- 
steps, Jaffee forgives his murderer 
and lies that he himself provoked 
|injury by insulting name of the 
| Lord. 

| Molnar has written with deep con- 
viction, and the Oscar Serlin tryout 
has been given benefit of flawless 
performances by Miss Wright, who 





—— 


justifies glowing predictions, and 








NORMAN 


HARRIS 


SYLVIA 
Featured With 
GEORGE WHITE’S SCANDALS 


Minneapolis—Aug. 29 
THEN—ON TOUR 


Management: WM. KENT 
1776 Broadway New York 





Jaffe, investing humble role with 
dignity. Duane McKinney, as doctor 
attending dying Jew; Karl Malden, 
as fiance responsible for his death; 
Edward Racquello, police inquisitor; 
Leslie Bingham, the cynical land- 
| lady touched in spite of herself by 
| martyrdom, and Marilyn Erskine, as 
| her precociously mancrazy daughter, 
las well -as lessers, all contribute 
| feelingly,- giving evidence of Serlin’s 
| perceptive direction. Single Garret 
interior is atmospheric. 

Set against background of war 
just over the border in Poland, 
;maid’s attempts to show pointless- 
ness of theological and ideological 
strife may stir up dissension, rais- 
ing question among Jews and Gen- 
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! tiles whether faiths are basically re- 


| 





| 


” 
conciliable as Molnar seems to sug- 
gest, and whether it would be best 
or even possible for one to merge 
with the other is completely out of 
ordinary. Thus, play faces unpre- 
| dictable future, testifying to author’s 
Paul. 


THE BEGGAR’S OPER 


(REVIVAL) 
New Hope, Pa., Aug. 11. 


thr 


(new version), in 
scenes) by John Gay; music 
ranged by Frederic Austin; settings, How- 
jard Bay; staging and musical direction, 
Lehman Engel; presented by Bucks County 
Play house, New Hope, Pa., Aug. 11, 4s - 

Cast: Jane ickens, Walter Cassel, Rich- 
ard Hale, Edith King, Wallace Acton, Dor- 
jothy Johnson, Rofert Challener, Curt Con- 
way, James Gregory, Zonia Porter, Car- 
men Gagliard!, Otto Hulett, John Harrold, 
Samuel Liff, David Weiss, Mitchell Agruss, 
Garry Davis, Robert Shaw, Steve Brody, 
Emily Buckley, Inez Harris, Bernice Sher- 
man, Vivian Bloch, Josephine Silver, Ruth 
| Fremont, Eleanor Knapp, Shirley Brown, 
j Julia Huffman, Margaret Wallace. 


Ballad 
act 7 


opera 





Eighteenth century classic, given 
'a smooth and integrated production 
—which this one isn't—should stand 
up well as a novelty revival in the 
strawhats or similar legit showings. 

Maybe Lehman Engel, who staged 
the show in addition to taking care 
of the musical end, was bending over 





: | backwards trying to prove that a 
excitement. } 


musician can have just aw much the- 
atre sense as a Broadway director. 
At any rate, he’s filled John Gay’s 
with too much 
irrelevant, distracting and corny 
business. But it takes more than 
poor direction to 
property, and when the actors stand 
still long enough for the audience to 
hear a few lines, or a song or two, 
the bawdy old opus clicks. 


Plot concerns the adventure of 
Macheath, the highwayman, pursued 
by Polly Peachum and Lucky Lockit, 
who both want to marry him, and 
by the lassies’ parents, who want to 
turn him in for the reward. Charac- 
ters are among the coarsest set of 
trulls, vixens and sneakthieves in 
dramatic literature, but it’s all done 
with a light touch—or should be— 
and makes for good, dirty fun. Book 
is replete with off-color lines; it 
registered as well at Bucks County 
as it did in London in 1728. 


Score was compiled back then by 
one Dre Pepusch, and rearranged by 
Frederic Austin for Nigel Playfair’s 
London revival, which ran for a long 
stretch in the ’20s. It’s still fine 
listening, fresh and tuneful and with 
more. verve. than the music Kurt 
Weill wrote for his ‘Threepenny 
Opera’ version, seen briefly on 
Broadway in '33. 

Cast is mostly snowed under by 
the direction, but Jane Pickens, as 
Polly, shines like a good deed in a 
naughty world and had the talent 
scouts on their ears opening night. 
A looker with a fine voice, she has 
complete command of a_ difficult 
style and part. Walter Cassel man- 
ages to turn Macheath into a stooge 
by his lack-luster performance and 
Richard Hale, Edith King and Wal- 
lace Acton ham unforgivably. Next 
to Miss Pickens, Dorothy Johnson 
j}and Curt Conway get the best re- 
| sults by playing their parts straight. 
Shirley Brown, as Lucy Lockit, 
shows promise as a singing and 
dancing comedienne, but her Martha 
Raye imitation doesn’t belong. The 
chorus is sloppy and amateurish both 
vocally and dramatically. Settings 
by Howard Bay are in the groove. 


‘SORROW FOR ANGELS 


Cambridge, Mass., Aug. 25. 


Comedy drama in three acts, four scenes, 
by George Batson. Stars Ruth Chatterton; 
features Barry Thomson. Staged by Wylie 
Adams, settings by Andrew Mack Pre- 
sented by Cambridge Summer Theatre (Lee 
Falk and John Huntington) at Brattle Hall 












Dennis Reardon,..cccccecses Barry Thomson 


‘Sorrow for Angels’ is joy for 








| presumptiousness, strikes the ailing | 
Uncon- | 


|Ruth Chatterton, but sad news as a 
|b.o. prospect. While George Bat- 
son’s writing gives of a bright glow 
in spots, he has an eminently un- 
original plot. He merely sketches 
his characters and passes the buck 
to the players. 

Even with a more proficient cast 
‘Sorrow’ would go limp. 

Cast as a zippy, truant wife re- 
turning from 18 prodigal years in 
Europe to look over the old camp- 
ing grounds in a stiff, starch Con- 
necticut homestead, Miss Chatterton 
affords some very pleasing theatrical 
moments. Equally good when ban- 
tering with her spineless husband, 
sparring with his sour, disapproving 
sister, or keeping he~ distance from 
flirtatious gentry on a weekend 
visit, She far exceeds the vehicle. 

Star has a brief, sobby scene when 
she deals out advice to her 18-year- 
old daughter, but her lighter se- 
quences are so much more enjoyable 
that she leaves a good over-all im- 
pression. It takes no sage to figure 
out that the prodigal wife won’t re- 
turn to the fold, that her daughter 
wil] not repeat her mistake, but 
marry the writer instead of the old 
family businessman. 

The character of Waldo Corwin, 





which Batson merely introduces 


murder a_ good | 


"| otherwise serious play. 


Cambridge, Mass., Aug. 25, '41; $1.65 top. 

WORMIOF COPWIRs 6c ccoecvescedes Wilson Lehr 
BRUIAT ov vectaseccenteseseccee EREIOne Pees 
Ernest Mordaunt.....-. e+ee- Robert E. Perry 
Angela Mordaunt....cccoss:-- Helen Gillette 
Margaret Mordaunt....... Ruth Hermansen 
Kent Wallace.....ec. eueenes Robert Wilcox 
Carrie... ccececscces eeseese- Nina Wentworth | 
Claire Fenwick...cccccees: Ruth Chatterton 
Waldo J. Corwin... .ccccces William Mendrek 


is a very likeable middle-aged sport, 
hamstrung by a straight-laced son, 
Mendrek provides much of the fun 
and easily stands out in the support- 
ing lineup. Ruth Hermanson 
breathes quite a bit of life into the 
snippy sister character, and Robert 
Perry carries on well enough as the 
|husband who lacks the fizz of the 
| Scotch-and-sodas he drinks. Wilson 
Lehr and Kent Wallace do well 
enough as the losing and winning 
suitors for the daughter's hand, 





as a gay-dog Irishman sweeping 


| Miss Chatterton off her feet. Most 
|unfortunate casting is Helen Gil- 
lete as the ingenue. 

Direction of Wylie Adams _ is 


noticeably better than usual for a 
strawhat such as this, possibly ex- 
plained by the note that Miss Chat- 
_ terton supervised production, Fox, 


Walk Into My Parlor 


Glen Rock, N. J., Aug. 20. 


Drama in three acts by Alexander Green- 
dale; produced and staged = by Luther 
Greene; settings, Mordecai Gorelik; at Glen 
Rock Playhouse, Glen Rock, N. J., Aug. 18, 
"41; $1.65 top. 





POM. 669460000008 e050%%80 680" Joseph Julian 


—__— 


After a stormy week at Sayville. 
L. I., summer theatre, where play 
‘aroused irate citizens to call in the 
| police to stop ‘indecent’ performance, 
{Luther Greene brought ‘Walk Into 
My Parlor’ to Glen Rock, N. J., Play- 
house for another week of break-in 
prior to scheduled Broadway open- 
ing in the early fall. 


Reception in Long Island caused 
Greene to preface first curtain with 
plea that all customers with weak 
stomachs apply for immediate refund 
at boxoffice, rather than go flouncing 
out during the play. Producer called 
‘Walk’ a realistic slice of life as lived 
by certain Italo-Americans in Chi- 
cago, with no intent-to shock or trade 
on blue appeal. Speech, while 
shrewd showmanship -since it glued 
audience to the chairs, seemed 
searcely necessary, for play, although 
realistic enough, raised hardly a sin- 
gle New Jersey eyebrow. 

Author Alexander: Greendale was 
|ore of first recipients of Dramatists 
Guild fellowship in playwriting, 
given for ‘Walk Into My Parlor,’ in- 
dicating committee was on its toes 
when it made the award. Play is 
tense, dramatic, and_ trenchantly 
written study of Italians in America 
struggling to eke out a meagre ex- 
istence. 

Production is first rate, with 
Greene’s direction getting most out 
of the tense moments. A bit of re- 
writing might not hurt in occasional 
scenes where dialog becomes a bit 
pompous, but otherwise Broadway 
chances are fairly good. Picture 
possibilities, however, are limited be- 
cause of specialized appeal of sub- 
nes matter and censorship difficul- 
ies. 


Rosina Galli is standout in excel- 
lent cast, giving warmth to the es- 
sentially unsympathetic role of 
Mama Sorelli, unusual characteriza- 
tion for this type of play. Nick Conte 
also impresses as Gino, although his 
Group Theatre posturings become a 
bit tiresome as the play goes on. Guy 
| Thomajan is inaudible at the begin- 
ning, but works into likeable char- 
acterization as the dumb, but honest, 
| Salvatore. Hildegarde Halliday, from 
|; radio and revues, on for hilarious bit 
| in the second act as gabby daughter 
| of the Sorellis, is sock comedy bit in 
Others in 
the cast, Robert Simon, Hortense 
Alden, Silvio Minciotti, Amelia Ro- 
; mano, Joseph DeSantis, Rachel Min- 
ciotti and Joseph Julian, all give 
good accounts of themselves. 

Mordecai Gorelik’s set makes strik- 
ing first impression, but closer in- 
; spection reveals some curious angles; 
for example, part of the kitchen is 
shown onstage, but the rest of it, to 
judge from view through stage win- 
dow, either doesn’t exist or rests on 
thin air. 





| 
| 





| Denham in N. Y. With 


Reginald Denham, co-author of 
‘Ladies in Retirement’ and ‘Suspect,’ 
returned to New York by auto from 


pleted script of a new play for pos- 


sible fall Broadway production. He 
hasn't revealed the title or subject 
matter, but the scene is understood 
,to be New York, the first time he 
has localed a play in the U. S. He 
hasn’t decided whether to produce it 
— or turn it over to someone 
else. 


Playwright went to the Coast last 
spring to collaborate with Garrett 
Fort on the screen treatment of 
‘Ladies’ for Lester Cowan. The 
completed picture is scheduled for 
release by Columbia in October. 
Denham hag another picture deal in 
the works. 





New Broadway Script | 


| 
| 
| 


| 


the Coast last week with the com- | 
| bombers breaking his windows with 





here, as played by William Mendrek, | 


ree | while Barry Thomson is under par | 
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Play Out of Town 


THE WOOKEY 


Washington, Aug. 25. 
Drama in three acts (five scenes) br 
Frederick Hazlitt Brennan; staged by Rob- 
ert L. Sinclair; settings, Jo Mielziner; pre- 
sented by Edgar Selwyn at the National 
Theatre, Wasbington, D. C., week of Aug. 
23. °41. 








95 








Ernie Wookey.....--... § George Sturgeon or 
) Charles Gorman 

[ee CO «ca cenheeeeseeteedi Carol Goodner 
| Mrs. Wookey..... eoecesseesssvorah Howard 
| Primrose Wookey....... ---+-Heather Angel 
| Constable Simpson.....eee. Henry Mowbray 
of) PTT Pee Neil Fitzgerald 
Ber. WOGNOi cies cccssoesese Edmund Gwenn 
Rory McSwiggin....ccccees Horace McNally 
COMME PISS sco cccccccesese Victor Beecroft 
BE, APGRNERE s coccccccocvcces Byron Russell 
A. R. P. Warden.......+. Roland Bottomly 
Dr. Lewlshohn...ccccccccces nverett Ripley 
Birat Boy. ccccccccccccccscescsesd Allen Shaw 
BeconG BOy.cccccccccesscess Gilbert Russell 
TRIG BOP. ccoccvcceceeesocecce se John Moore 
Digest Gil. .cccdcesececcecesese Grace Collins 
Becond Gis]... .ccccccecocscsreses Cora Smith 
THe VEG DOEFiscccsves Olive Reeves-Smith 
, The Curate,...cccececeeeerreeess Sean Dillon 
} First-Aid Man... ccocccccsess Harry Sothern 
| Messenger..... 630066006860008008 Allen Shaw 
Bubasltern..scsecee ehonentese Gilbert Russell 
| Colonet GICRR. coscsccceceses Charles Francis 
| NaVvieS...cccccccccvees § John Trevor 


) Milton Blumenthal 


Frederick Hazlitt Brennan has 
conceived an excellent theatrical 


character in ‘The Wookey, but, at 
| this moment at any rate, he hasn't 
| developed the character sufficiently. 
He has something, definitely, in his 
portrait of a Cockney tugboat cap- 
tain, who rails at his Government 
but finally takes part in the war. 


That something, however, isn't 
brought to the fore clearly in ‘The 
Wookey.’ Formerly titled ‘They 


Fought at Arques,’ ‘The Wookey’ is 
being backed by Metro, with which 
producer Edgar Selwyn is associ- 
ated. Brennan received $30,000 from 
M-G as advance royalties on film and 
stage rights. 

Brennan’s play is acted splendidly 
by Edmund Gwenn, Heather Angel, 
Carol Goodner, Norah Howard, Hor- 
ace McNally and a number of others. 
It has been provided a handsome 
physical mounting by Jo Mielziner. 
And directed with understanding by 
Robert Sinclair. But it talks in- 
cessantly long after it has established 
its point—that the Briton will be 
brave. With a new, or at least a 
refurbished, third act, one designed 
to end the chatter when the in- 
tended stage of character develop- 
ment ig.,achieved, play should be 
highly dramatic. 

Central figure, ‘The Wookey,’ cer- 
tainly is one audiences will love and 
admire. A tough, independent Cock- 
ney tugboat captain is Wookey, one 
who is fed to the teeth with his Gov- 
ernment’s wishy-washy attitude. At 
the outset he isn’t going to join that 
government in any blarsted war that 
could have been avoided if Downing 
street had listened to him and shown 


a firmer hand a few years pre- 
viously, 
This is about the extent of the 


first-act exposition, which also could 
do with a bit of doctoring. It winds 
up with ‘The Wookey’ in trouble 
with his Government because, with 
a sneer for its belated interest in his 
safety, he has lost most of the family 
gas masks and given his shelter to a 
neighbor. 

Second act is the one that moves, 
dramatically and physically. Turn- 
ing a deaf ear to a eee Ae plea 
for boats to send reinforcements to 
France, ‘The Wookey’ only crosses 
the channel to Dunkerque when he Is 
told by his sister-in-law that her 
husband needs rescuing. After 17 
trios, one with a disabled British de- 
stroyer in tow, Mr. Wookey returns 
to have his tug libeled because he 
owes a bill for gasoline and oil. This 
is what arouses him to the point of 
sending off a curt letter to Winston 
Churchill. In the midst of his dic- 
tation there is an air raid which pops 
an incendiary bomb through a win- 
dow and right into the Wookey par- 
lor. That’s going to startle audiences 
no end. Climax of the Yetter caps 
the scene, Mr. Wookev ending his 
complaint by offering his services. 

The raid which opens the third 
act leaves the Wookey home in the 
London dock area in shambles, with 
Mrs. Wookey dug from the debris as 
the family’s first Hitler victim. ‘The 
Wookey’ is fighting a war on two 
fronts by this time, still stubbornly 
shouting against the Government’s 
management of the war effort, while 
doing his bit. 





Ali of this, however, could be 
pointed toward more telling cra- 


matic effect, perhaps. with British- 
German conflict made a more per- 
sonal affair of Mr. Wookey’s. His 
central character seems the sort who 
would go out and throw rocks at 


incendiaries. 

Still ‘The Wookey’ is not beyond 
aid, for the Gwenn performance in 
the title role is topnotch. He has a 
lot of play to carry, but he man- 
ages to do it. Others, with no ex- 
ceptions, lend sturdy support, whip- 
ping off Brennan’s rich Cockney 
witticisms easily—more easily after 
the listeners’ ears are tuned to the 
accent. 

Technically ‘The Wookey’ is a 
superb piece of workmanship. Miel- 
ziner’s four sets are realistic to a 
high degree and completely effective. 
Same can be said for the elaborate 
sound and lighting effects which are 
used to engineer several air reids 
during the course of the action. Mac. 
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Broadway 


Nate Blumbergs’ 22d anniversary 
celebrated on the Coast Sunday (24). 

Jack Schlaifer checked in as Ed- 
ward Small’s eastern rep on Friday 
(22). 

rhe John Roots (Margaret Mullen) 
have moved back in town from Wil- 
ton, Conn. : 

Al Rosen, Loew’s State manager, 
never did get his rest, a civil suit 
holding him in town. 

Arthur Heinemann, reader in Par- 
amount’s story department, sold a 
short-short story to Liberty. . 

Jerry Rosen, the Broadway tailor, 
is going very chi-chi with penthouse 
quarters on Madison avenue. 

Dick Condon’s 2%-year-old daugh- 
ter recuping nicely after emergency 
appendix op last Friday (22). 

Max Meth signed to direct new 
Cole Porter (Vinton Freediey) mu- 
sical. Rehearsals start Sept. 8. 

Marian Baldwin, Gabriel Pascal's 
side, a guest over a recent week- 
end of Mrs. Roosevelt at Hyde Park. 

Dorothy Lovett, RKO _ contract 
player, back to the Coast by plane 
Saturday (23). Called to Providence 
by death of her father. 

“Late theatrical attorney Maurice 
Goodman’s daughter, Susan, en- 


goegee to Lieut. Richard M. Rossbach, 


ast with Lazard Freres. 

Sherman 
has gag cards printed up reading: 
‘Confidentially, our competitors area 
bunch of blankety-blanks.” 

Rudy Vallee trying to sell his lodge 
at Lake Kezar, Lovell, Me., as he 
plans to make his permanent home 
in Hollywood henceforth. 

Maestro Harry Salter summoned 
back hastily from Canada, curtailing 
his vacation, in order to confer with 
agencies on fall radio deals. 

George D. Lottman still laid up at 
his Hotel Roosevelt suite. His fam- 
ily came in to be with the publicist, 
giving up their Miami Beach home. 

Stella Unger returns to N.Y. Sun- 
day (24) after three weeks in Holly- 
wood to resume her weekly broad- 
casts on NBC Wednesdays at 6:30. 


Wally Downey planed to Mexico | 


City, thence to Panama and Ha- 
vana, and back in N. Y. in 10 days. 
Lining up Latin talent for the U. S. 


Bob and Betty Wade succeed Mar'- | 


bel Vinson and Guy Owen Sept. 12 
at the Hotel New Yorkers’ ice revue; 


latter going to the Coast on a picture | 


commitment. 

Moss Hart liked his makeup so 
much as Beverly Carlton in ‘The 
Man Who Came to Dinner,’ at New 


Hope, Pa., he’s now wearing a Mc- 


Cov mustache. 


Eddie Sherman scrams back to the | 


Coast Thursday night (28) with Ab- 
bott and Costello from Boston, 
comedy team closing their p.a. tour 
at the RKO Boston. 


Rodney Bush, head of 20th-Fox | 


publicity, much better after long 
siege of illness which kept him home 
nearly two months. 

job early next month. 

Leonard Lyons, N. Y. 
umnist, back from Mexico City va- 
cash, and reports that the tourists 
are heavy they’re camping out 
virtualiy through lack of proper ac- 
commodations. 

Irving Zussman and his Hurricane 
Syndicate have taken over the 
Beachcomber in the Winter Garcen 
Bldg. since Monte Proser vacated it. 


SO 


Australia 


By Eric Gorrick 
Far Eastern war threat slows show 
trade somewhat. 
Adelaide newspapers 
amusement ads by 60%. 


cutting out 


U. S. melodies r~ icin the most 
popular at dance halls here. 
Lack of imported talent zeroed 


winter concert season over here. 

_ Dorothy Thompson, U. S. column- 
ist, most aired speaker this zone via 
BEC. 

Drastic petrol rationing is crip- 
pling. touring shows throughout the 
various Aussie sectors. 

‘Gone’ (M-G) still okay in 
year at minor-capacity house, 
Sydney (Greater 

Maurice Silverstein, Singapore rep 
of Metro, is to wed Betty Bryant, 
Aussie star of ‘40,000 Horsemen’ (U) 

Gordon Ellis, g.m. of British Em- 
pire Films, announces that Mono- 
gram is sinking frozen coin into war 


bonds. 


second 
the 


Meiro bringing in ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ 
for extended run try at Liberty, 
Sydney, following 18 weeks with 
‘Philadelphia Story.’ 

Gilbert-Sullivan opera unit com- 
pleting season in Perth, western 
Australia, for Williamson-Tait. May 
do repeat run in Sydney. 

Walter Grainger, Walt Disney's 
local rep, huddling with Hoyts- 


Greater Union covering ‘Fantasia’ 
preem in Sydney shortly. 

_Legit shows in Sydney include re- 
Vival of ‘Sally’ for Williamson-Tait 
and ‘Eight Bells,’ a sea yarn of Brit- 
ish origin, for Alec Coppel at semi- 
nabe Minerva. 

Carroll-Musgrove Theatres, oper- 
ating Prince Edward, Sydney, hit a 
profit of $35,112, increase of $2,660 
over the previous year for the fiscal 
year ended June 30. 

Ken G. Hall, Cinesound, presently 
Scripting, directing and editing spe- 
cial shorts for Department of In- 
as turning out 
veekly newsreel with own unit. 

Excerpts from ‘Ziegfeld Girl’ given 


(Stork Club) Billingsley | 


the | 


Due back on | 


ithe giant in short-lived Eddie Dowl- | 


Post col- | Dog | 


Union) a 


major play over Australian Broad- 
casting Commission's national net- 
work. Pic bows into Sydney at 
Met’s Liberty on long-run bid this 
month. 

New 


Zealand has 


dropped right 


any new shows are concerned. Dif- 
| ficulty in taking coin away, plus high 
; taxation, sours the territory present- 
ly for legit and vaude-revue spon- 
sors. 

When theatrical union employes 
declined to staff Regent, Sydney, for 
a Sabbath screening of ‘Great Ameri- 
can Broadcast’ (20th) for wartime 
charity, Charles Munro, Hoyts, 
brought in own office staff. Screen- 
ing netted $1,200. 

Vaude-revue is doing good biz in 
this sector. New show moving into 
Sydney for Tivoli loop includes 
Eddie Gordon, Bobby Henshaw, 
Rebla, Page and Nona, Ray Baird, 
Kwam Bros., Gardner and Kane, 
John Dobbie and Trevor Young. 

Walt Disney, via Aussie rep Wal- 
ter Grainger, has set ‘Fantasia’ for 
dates at Embassy, Sydney, and Sa- 
voy, Melbourne. Former is a 990- 
seater jointly operated by Hoyts and 
Greater Union, with the Jatter an 
800-seater controlled by interests 
, headed by Stuart F. Doyle. 











Atlantic City 


By Mildred Carter 


Dinah Shore to play Steel Pier 
| Sept. 5, 6, and 7. 
Canada Lee guest at Paradise 


| 
| Club supper party. 
Id& Lorraine tops new show at 

Paddock International Club. 
| Life mag photogs here shooting 
|pictures for ‘Life Goes to Atlantic 
| City.’ 

P. Mortimer Lewis, of theatre 
chain, and family at their cottage 
in Pleasant Mills, N. J. 

Jimmie Lunceford to play for 
event Aug. 28 sponsored by Arctic 
| Avenue (Colored) Y.M.C.A. at Con- 
| vention Hall. 
| Mayla, Chinese-American singer 
and DeMar and Denise head new 
revue at Round the World 
| President hotel. 





Musicians union benefit _ ball 
skedded Friday night (29) at Presi- 
;dent hotel. Glen Gray and Sher 


Fields among name bands to play. 


Consuela Flowerton begins en- 
gagement at Babette’s nitery Tues- 
day (2), Owens and Parker, who} 


played entire season here, leave that 
day. 

Vaughn Monroe's orch completed 
week's stay at Hamid’s Pier Monday 


(25) Glen Gray opened Thursday 
(26) until Sept. 1. Tony Pasto 
plays Aug. 31. 


Sepia show scheduled for Garden 
Pier this week called off when local 


cians in show be matched by same 
number of locals in pit. 

L. Arnold Grayson, who played 
ing musical, ‘The Little 
Laughed.’ now stands in uniform at 


entrance to Hamid’s Pier. 
' Carmen Cavallaro’s orch com- 
pletes summer engagement at Rit: 


Carlton Merry Go Round Room on 
{Monday (1). He opens at Carlton 
| Hotel, Washingion, Sept. 12. 


Sammy Kaye's orch began week’: 


engegement at Steel Pier Saturday 
(23). Frankie Masters ended stay 
Friday (22). Glenn Miller play 
here Saturday and Sunday (3060 and 
131) and will be followed on Labor 
|Day by Jimmy Dorsey. 

| Mavor Taggart and city commis- 
sioners met Saturday (23) to insure 
adequate gasoline supply for Labor 
Day weekend, when heaviest crowd 
of season arrives here Purvose 1 
to make sure gas will be provided 


for visitors returning home. 


St. Louis 


By Sam X. Hurst 


Fred H. Collier, columnist of the 
Globe-Democrat, left an estate valued 
at $13,902 

State troopers busted 


ip gambling 


devices uncovered at the Missour1 
State Fair at Sedalia 

| Post-Dispatch boo ting biz at filn 
houses by running institutional ads 
advising natives to enjoy ‘movie va- 
cations.’ 

Fav Gormart dance in loc: ] 
| niteries, preparing for trek to Hono- 
| lulu, where she will wed a U.S 
| Navy emplove. 

| Joe Schick, a native. again mae- 
stroing the tooters at the Grand, 
downtown burlesk house, which 


(22) 
known as 
years super 
midtown, 
his home 


; 
| opened season Friday 

Maurieta Vuivisteke, 
‘Coliseum Joe,’ for 24 
of the old Colisuem in 
died of heart disease at 
i He was 69. 
Robert J. Meyers, 30. a carny en- 
|tertainer, died of heart disease in a 
local hotel. He and his wife, Aileen, 
|also a performer, were enroute to 
| California. 

Films of Lindbergh 
drew more applause than those 
F.D.R. and Winston Churchill in 
four firstrun houses here, according 


and 
of 


atres. 

William E. Gordon, an insurance 
broker, has built a dance floor in 
the back yard of his home here and 
draftees are invited to terp cuffo. 
Phonograph music is provided as 
i well as the femme partners. 





out of the legit spotlight insofar as | 


Room of | 


musicians union demanded 18 musi- | 


Willkie | 


to a daily rag that checked the the- | 


London 


| Alan Keith wed to Pearl Woolfe 
'non-pro. 
Price-cutting war has hit the lab- 
; Oratories, 
| Florence Desmond has 
| briefie for Oxydol. 
Esmond Knight lost a leg in ac- 
, tion as naval lieutenant. 


made a 


| Ritzy Embassy Club reopened, 
| with Sonnie Millcr as host. 
Bea Lillie is actmg as her own 


agent for vaudeville bookings. 
| Jack Jackson has taken 
| Suite of ofiices at Bond street. 


new 


A. E. Abrahams’ offices are now in 
'Pinner. His London offices were 
| blasted. 
| Mother of Kay Young, former Les 
|Fischer gal, was killed in recen’ 


| London air raid. 

| Phillip smoss-Vernon running 
|shows at Reading for the Mayors 
| War Relief Fund. 

Buddy Bradley staged the cabarei 
show at the Embassy club, which 
reopened recently. 

Cyraldo, conjuror running his owr 
vaudeville unit, was originally a 
| butcher in Leicester. 


John Jackson, former member of | 


‘the Three Sparkes Brothers, is a 
sergeant air gunner. 

Sam Spewack, who Clippered here 
from Baitimore via Dublin, is at the 
Savoy. Will stay two months. 

Walter Maxwell, many years age 
manager for Lena Ashwell and 
Evelyn Millard, is now a war cop. 

Morton Fraser, due to join Army 
has been given extension, and so 
is staying on with Len Mittel road 
show 

Robert Winthrop Flanagan is the 
moniker of Bud Flanagan, who gave 
that name when summoned for 
speeding. 

Sonnie Hale about to enter army. 

Sir Seymour Hicks has retired 
'from government show group cater- 
ing to troops. 
| Says Charles Cochran: ‘Sally Gray 
is best aciress I have seen for some 





time. She can throw away her 
| dancing shoes.’ 
Sidney Lipton, former leader at 


Grosvenor House, and now 
Signal Corps, is due for Army com- 
mission shortly. ; 

George Posford has written new 
| number for Gracie Fieids to be pub- 
lished by Chappell. It’s titled ‘Gooc 
Bye For Now.’ 

‘Charles M. Woolf lunching with 
Marquess of Queensberry and 
cussing making of film on the 
of the Queensberrys. 

Tessa Herald, niece of Sir 
Lauder, serving as _ corporal 
Women’s Auxiliary Air Force. Shc 
used to be in vaude. 

Francis, Day & Kunter is seeking 
exclusive contract with Val Guest 
who collaborates in 
with Manning Sherwin. 

Ganjou Bros. and Juanita, after 2: 
weeks with Jack Taylor’s revue, 
‘Eve On Leave,’ resumed dates with 
General Theatres Corp. 

Margery Weiner, local 
Music Corp of America, 
framing Victory Ball for 
London's famous hotels. 

Serious throat trouble sustained 
by Yvonne Arnaud postponed “The 
Nutmeg Tree’ at the Lyric for at 
least a couple of months. 


life 


Harry 


head of 
already 
one of 


Archie Watson, formerly artists’ 
contact man tor Columbia Grapho- 
phone Co., is now staff captain in 
the Worcestershire Regiment. 

Joe Le Plant. former stilt walke: 
with Bob Pender troupe, now in the 
Merchant Service and was recently 


torpedoed on one of his trips. 
Oriel Ross out of Stanley Lupino’: 


musical, ‘Lady Behave,’ replaced by | 
Judy Campbell, former star of Eric 
Maschwitz’s ‘New Faces’ revue. 
Johnny Lockwood, former com 
pere with Jack Hylton’s vaude 
| Shows for the forces at the Scala 
theatre, is now in the Royal Air 


Force. 

| Paul Kimberly appointed by Army 
;Council to new post Controlle 
of Cinematography Move intended 


ol 


to combine al] Army film arrange- 
menis 

Billy Gerhardi, former band 
leader at Piccadilly hotel, now op- 
erates saloon in Westbourne Grove 
Lond n unaer his own name of B 1} 
Hard. 

Vera JI.vnn rushed from ‘Apple 
sauce,’ Palladium revue, to undergs 
emergency appendectomy Out for 
four weeks, with Fred Emney re 
placing 

Hugh French to double as m.c. and 
leader of the combination Ambrose 


is putting on the road 
Vaude unit has Polly Ward along for 
comedienne. 

Sir Hugh Walpole left 
$215,000, $20,000 of which he be- 
gueathed to his secretary-chauffeur, 
an ex-policeman who had been with 
| him for years. 


Quentin Reynolds said to have 
been offered $1,000 per week a 
added attraction in ‘Me and Ms 
'Gal,’ at London Coliseum, bu!‘ 
turned it down. 

‘Black Vanities.’ Victoria Palace 
revue, closed for two weeks despite 
|eapacity biz. R. H. Gillespie and} 


|George Black thought cast was en- 
ltitled to a holiday. 


lie Macdonnell has 
\traction at the Palace. Blackpool 
| week of August Bank Holiday. Thi: 
|vear it was Joe Loss. 

A Northern Ireland district 
banned P. G. Wodehouse’s 
ifrom thei: public library following 


has 


in the) 


dis- | 


in} 


as his octet. | 


| 
around 


For eight years in succession Les- | 
had a band at- 


books | 


condemnation of the author's radic 


activities from Germany. 
Harry Lewis, formerly sax playei 
with Ambrose band, and 


‘Lynn shortly. Couple has 
| bought house in the country. 
| Some provincial spots in England 
are still afraid to bill Katharine 
,tiepburn. In her latest, ‘Philadel- 
vhia Story.’ it's James Stewart and 
Cary Grant who are featured. 
Charles Coborn celebrated his 89th 
birthday by joining the Bank Holi- 
|day crowd on Hampstead Heath. As 
|he is still singing for the troops, he 
| claims he’s oldest working funster 
| Eric Wollheim’s ‘Folies Superb. 
| which laid off recently. has resumed 


alread: 


{its provincial tour. Show consist: 
of several scenes of former Clifi 
Fischer shows from the London 
, Casino. 


Charles B. Cochran is not doing 


| 

| new revue he contemplated. Rea- 
|sons are 1) there’s a redundancy 
|of this type of show in the Wes 


| End, and (2) there’s an acute short 
age of talent. 


Eddie Grossbart, former owner of 
| Melray club and previously band 
| leader who used to play in some of 


|Ben Blue’s vaudeville units in Enc- | 


land, now owns saloon 
;0f London, 


Archie A. Shenburne, formerly 
| food chainstore operator, is playin: 


in the City 


show biz. Owns Regal. Southend 
and has leased Hippodrome, Ip- 
|swich, to operate for vaude. Alsc 


| has three revues touring the sticks 
| Charles Harvard, formerly of stan 
dard cycling act of Harvard. Holt 
j}and Kendrick, which plaved 
| Keith circuit some years ago, is 
general manager. 





his 





Mexico City 


By Douglas L. Grahame 





Lily Pons and her orch-conductor 
husband, Andre Kostelanctz, vaca- 
| tioning here. 
| Jacques Singer, director of 
| Dallas (Texas) Symphonic orchestra. 
| here to pick a Mexican soloist. 

Thomas Perrin, Jr., pie juvenile 
player, debuted as newscaster with 
‘Night Reporter’ at local radio 
tion XEQ. 


Guz Aguila, pic producer, narrow- 


sta- 


ly escaped possible death during a 
fire that broke out in a local bus, 
caused by a carelessly discarded 


cigaret butt. Aguila escaped through 
a window. 

Mapy Cortes, Puerto Ricen come- 
dienne who has done well here, and 
Ramon Armengod heading the cast 


of ‘La Liga de las Cansiones’ (‘Songs | 


| League’), novelty pic that Mauricio 


| de Ja Serna, manager of the swanky 
songsmithing | | 


local Cine Teatro Alameda, and 
Alcnso Sanchez Tello, vet producer, 
are making. 

Felipe Mier, ex-Warners’ 
here, is the only Mexican 
of the Film Board of Trade. 
cial organization of the American 
distributors. Mier, a producer who 
also distributes, because of his mem- 
bership on the board would be af- 
fected by the exchange workers’ 
strike against the Americans, threat- 
ened for Sept. 2. 


manager 
member 


Bucks County, Pa. 


Romney Brent in to stage “Biog- 
raphy” at New Hope 

Monica McCall, the play agent 
commuting to her Solebury farm 

‘Desert Song’ for Yardley Sept. 1. 
Their first fling at a musica] comedy 

Laura and S. J. Perelman week- 
ending on Fire Island with Wolcott 
Gibbs. 


Edith King and Violet Heming in 
from Toronto for ‘Old Acquaintance’ 
|} at New Hope. Sept. 1. 

Margaret Vargas, Life art editor 
down taking pictures of Art Gallery 
on grounds of New Hope Playhouse 
for possible layout. 


Nat Burns planning to keep hi 
Yardley, Pa., theatre open through 
September, then move into Philly t 

ley stock intil Spring 

Louis Calhern backed down or 
playing week of Sept. 8 at Plavhouse 
Instead is taking a real vacation 
from Father Day in road ‘Life Wit! 
Father 


Chicago 
Irving Mack's son, Joe, got married 
on Sunday (24). 

Eddie Fritz has joined the William 
Morris agency's music department. 

Stanford Zucker agency shifted to 
new offices in the De Paul building. 

Miit Stein, as chief of the local 
Campbell music firm, setting up new 
offices. 

Novelty ditty, ‘Meyer Is a Flier 
Now,’ has been penned Charlie 
Kallen and Tom Sherman. 

National Artists Bureau, booking 
and personal management agency, 
| opening offices here about Sept. 10. 

Larry Russell, staff arranger -for 
WBBM, leaving Sept. 1 for Cali- 
|fornia to join Ted FioRito as ar- 
ranger. 

Bob Strong orchestra picking up 
two days in the Trianon ballroom 
before heading for series of one- 
| nighters. 


DY 


now in 
the Royal Air Force, will wed Verz | 


the | 


the 


unoffi- | 


Hollywood 





Jean Phillips has the mumps. 
John Carradine laid up with fiu 

Ann Sheridan bought a ranch in 
Encino, 

Madeleine Carroll vacationing in 
Canada. 

Jules Levey had an operation on 
his nose. 

Irving Rapper to Mexico City for 
a month. 

Margaret 
sunburn. 

Dick Stockton to Mexico City on 
vacation, 

George Jay laid up with two frac- 
tured ribs. 


_ Arline Judge bought a new house 
in Bel-Air. 


Sullavan laid up with 


| Eadie Rubin pulled out of the 
RKO flackery. 
Rose Hobart laid up with a 


sprained ankle. 

Fritz Lang hospitalized with gall 
| bladder trouble. 
Leonard Fields 
, Stomach ailment. 
| Don Roberts moved back into the 

Orson Welles unit. 

William Holden to the hospital for 
an appendectomy. 
| Felix Young reports he will open 
the Trocadero in the fall. 
| Gabe Yorke returned 
weeks in Salt Lake City. 
| Richard Thorpe to Canada on his 
| first vacation in five years. 
| Alan Mowbray was elected presi- 
dent of the Masquers Club. 
| J. Cheever Cowdin arrived 
| New York for studio huddles. 
| Martha O'Driscoll bought a home 

for her mother at Toluca Lake. 

The James Gleasons celebrated 

their 35th wedding anniversary. 

Hal Wallis reports he hooked two 

big marlin swordfish off LaJolla. 

The Nate Blumbergs celebrated 
their 22nd wedding anniversary. 
| The Felix Jacksons moved into 
, their San Fernando Valley home. 

Frank Whitbeck to Denver for the 
Inter-Mountain Circuit convention. 

Curtis Bernhardt pinch-hitting as 
oar for Vincent Sherman, who 
is ill. 

Cecile Kramer back at her story- 
editor desk after a Catalina Island 
siesta 

Wynn Rocamora shifted from NBC 
Artists Bureau to the Lyons & Lyons 
office. 

James A. Fitzpatrick doing Florida 
as his first traveltalk for 1941-42 at 
Metro. 

Charles F. Reisner in the hospital 
seriously ill following an appendix 
operation. 

Lynne Roberts down with flu 
while “Young America’ is being shot 
around her. 

Jaik Rosenstein is absent for a 
| while from the Universal flack staff 
with mumps. 

Milton Salzburg, Pictoria] Films 
| prexy, arrived from New York for 
|a short visit. 

Lamar Trotti back from a 10-week 


bedded by a 


after two 


from 


hunt for picture material in the 
south and east. 
Harry Sherman's Cowpokes wal- 


loped Y. Frank Freeman's Tigers, ¢ 
to 3, in baseball. 

Ruth Hiatt, screen actress, granted 
an annulment of her marriagé to 
Harry Liberman. 

Matty Fox, in New York since last 


May, returned for Hollywood con 
fabs at Universal. 
Michele Morgan, French film ac- 


tress, took out her first American 
citizenship papers. 
3ernie Grossman is 
versal songwriting job 
with a throat ailment. 

Martha Raye back to her Universa! 
chore after a week in a whee! chair 
with a sprained ankle. 

Clark Gable and Carole Lombard 
shoved off for the Arizona desert on 
a three-month vacation. 

Victor Kilian going back to the 
| Broadway stage when he finishes 
his current picture stint. 

Kay Norton left his cameraman 
job at Warners for duty for the US. 
Navy photographic division 


off his Uni- 
temporarily 


Aida Broadbent is staging her 
dancing group at the California 
State Fair, opening Friday (29) 

Johnny Weissmuller emerges from 
the jungle to play in the Pebble 
Beach yvolf tournament next week 

Angna Enters interrupted her 


stage tour to play her first film role 


in ‘Passage From Bordeaux’ at RKO. 

John Chapman spending his vaca- 
tion from New York Daily Nfws 
chores as an amateur gold prospec- 
tor in Nevada. 


Nils Asther’s illness caused him to 
cancel a part with the New York 
Theatre Guild in the Helen Hayes 
show ‘Candles in the Wind.’ 

Sidney L. Bernstein in from Eng- 
land as guest of Alfred Hitchcock. 
He is chairman of the board of Gra- 
nada Theatres, Ltd., over there. 

Bob Hope will be rooting at the 
Women's National golf champion- 
ship, Brookline, Mass., Sept. 7, for 
his wife, Dolores Reed, who has a 
ix handicap at Lakeside. 

tichard W. McFarland, former 
legit manager for Doug Fairbanks 
and London representative for 
| United Artists years ago, is in a Hol- 
| lywood hospital for a checkup. 
| Irving Cummings takes a two- 
| month leave from his Paramount di- 
|rector job to buy 14 horses for his 
jracing stable. chiefly at Lexington, 


| 


Ky. Part of his vacation will be 
{spent at Aqueduct, Belmont and 
Pimlico. 
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WILMER WALTER 


Wilmer Walter, 57, vet legit and 
radio actor, died Aug. 23 in a New 
York hospital following a two-week 
iliness. At the time of his death he 
had the title role of ‘David Harum’ 
on the radio (WEAF, N.Y.). Walter 
was born in Philadelphia and had 
been on the stage 18 years before 
entering radio a dozen years ago. 

In legit he toured the U.S., Canada, 
the West Indies, and South America. 





FLOYD JUDSON NEALE 
Floyd Judson Neale, 54, radio mu- 
sic commentator, died of cerebral 
hemorrhage at his home in New 
York Aug. 24. Since 1938 Neale was 


OBITUARIES 





a leading Mutual Broadcasting Corp. 


A TRIBUTE 


TO THE MEMORY 
OF 


WILMER WALTER 


Frank and Anne Hummert 


commentator on serious music, his 
commentaries having been heard on 
Alfred Wallenstein’s sinfonietta and 
symphonic strings programs, the Pe- 
role string quartet, and the Elisabeth 
Rethberg concerts. 

Neale first became associated with 
Mutual’s WOR 12 years ago as an 
announcer after having worked for 
WGBS, N. Y., as program director. 
He entered radio as a program ar- 
ranger after serving in the Naval 
Intelligence in the newsreel and film 
censorship division during the first 
World War. 

Deceased was a lifelong student of 
chamber music, founding the La- 
Salle string quartet, and was cred- 
ited with having suggested the award 
for diction which the American 
Academy of Arts and Letters for- 
merly made to radio announcers, 

Surviving are two sisters, 


GEORGE FISCHER 

George Fischer, 70, president of J. | 
Fischer & Brother, music publishers, | 
died Aug. 23 at Fire Island, L. I. 

Music publishing firm was founded 
by Fischer’s father, Joseph A., in 
Dayton, O., with offices now in New 
York. The firm published sheet mu- 
sic, but Fischer was principally in- 
terested in classical and religious 
music. Deems Taylor dedicated one 
of his works to Fischer and latter 
published some of Taylor’s composi- 











tions, 


Fischer was a member and a for- | 


mer director of the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors, and 
Publishers. 

Surviving three 


are his widow, 





J. CLAYTON RANDALL 

J. Clayton Randall, plant manager 
of station WTIC, Hartford, who died 
suddenly at his home in Hartfodrd 
last week (19), was buried Thurs- 
day (21) in Springfield, Mass. 

Randall had been associated with 
the engineering department of WTIC 
since its opening. When the Travel- 
ers Insurance Co. decided to build a 
radio station in 1924, Randall was 
chosen to assist in its construction 
and operation. He had been head of 
the technical department ever since. 

He installed the radio systems of 
the Hartford police and fire depart- 
ments. Since the adoption of radio 
by the local police force, Randall had 
been a member of the department, 
serving as technical radio engineer. 





WILLIAM D. CONSTANT 
William Durant Constant, 74, di- 


the Atlantic City Million Dollar 
Pier (now Hamid’s) in 1909, died 
Saturday (23) at his home in Phil- 
adelphia. 

For nearly 30 years Constant was 
a member of the Philadelphia Music | 
Association and one of the best- 
known band conductors in the city. 
For the past 17 years he has been 


associated with an insurance com- 
pany. 

Surviving are his widow and a 
daughter. 





DAViD M. ROBINS 


David M. Robins, 61, manager of 
the Warner theatre, Youngstown, O, 
and a brother-in-law of the Warner 
brothers, died at North Side Hos- 


pital, Youngstown, Monday (25). He 
had been in the hospital two weeks. 
Funeral services in Youngstown 
were held yesterday (Tuesday). 
Robins, who came to the U. S. 
from Russia 48 years ago, had lived 
in Youngstown since 1904. He op- 
erated a grocery business there be- 





fore marrying Anna Warner, sister | 
of the producers. He was made} 
manager of the Warner theatre, the | 
city’s largest film house, when it was 
opened in 1931. 

Widow, five brothers and two sis- 
ters survive. 

Maj. Albert 





Warner planed to 


Youngstown from New York for the | 
funeral. 

Robins was widely known among | 
theatre and film executives in Cleve- ! 
land, where he often sat in on busi- 
ness conferences. 








HUGH A. O’DONNELL 
Hugh A. O'Donnell, 67, assistant 
business manager of the New York 
Times, formerly an actor, newspaper | 
editor and lecturer, died at his home | 





in New York, Aug. 24. 


O’Donnell’s stage experience fol- | 
lowed his graduation from Notre} 
Dame in 1894, when he appeared as | 
a juvenile and a character actor in| 
a series of Sardou plays and in the 
supporting cast of ‘The Royal Box’ 
with Blanche Walsh and Melbourne 
McDowell. He became a feature 
writer for the Minneapolis Tribune, 
and after a number of years with 
other publications, temporarily left 
the newspaper field to go on a lec- 
ture tour in 1909. 

Surviving are three sisters and a 
brother. 





JOHN C. YORKNEY 

John C. Yorkney, 70, silent screen 
player and a member of the original 
cast of the legit ‘The Merry Widow,’ 
died of a heart attack Aug. 20 in 
Fort Lee, N. Y. For several weeks 
he had been undergoing treatment 
for a cardiac condition at Engle- 
wood, N. J., hospital. 

Yorkney, born in Argentina, had 
played with John Barrymore and 
often appeared in Shakespearian 
roles, When Fort Lee was the cen- 
ter of the film industry some 25 
years ago, he was seen in several 
D. W. Griffiths productions. 

A brother, Arthur, of the staff of 
Oxford University, England, sur- 
vives. 


JOSEPH ROBERTS 


Joseph Roberts, 60, oldtime vaude- 
ville actor and banjoist, died in City 
Hospital, Atlantic City, Friday night 
(22) following a stroke while play- 
ing for passengers on a moonlight 
sailing boat about a-mile at sea. Cap- 
tain Charles Swan brought the boat 
to its dock on Steel Pier and an 
ambulance took Roberts to the hos- 
pital. 

Roberts toured most of the nation’s 
theatres on the Keith and Pantages 
circuits for years. Of late he played 
in cafes. This summer he banjoed 
on sailboat rides. 

His wife, Viola, and two sons, Wil- 
liam and Joseph, Jr., survive. 





JOSEPHINE RANSOHOFF 


Mrs. Josephine Beck Ransohoff, 39, 
daughter of the late Martin Beck, 
died Aug. 19 after a long illness at 
the Monmouth Memorial Hospital, 
Long Branch, N. J. An interior dec- 
orator, she and two relatives fell heir 
to the Martin Beck theatre, N. Y., 
upon her father’s death in 1940. Be- 





fore her health failed she acted as 


To the 


secretary of the corporation con- 
trolling the house. 

Besides her husband, she leaves 
two daughters and a sister, Mrs. 
Helen B. Ladin. 





LILLIAN WELDON 


Elizabeth Martin, 
vaudeville years ago as Lillian 
Weldon, died Aug. 22, in Los An- 
eles General Hospital. Burial was 

ken care of by troupers. 

Known in the ’90’s as the ‘Frisco 
Favorite,’ Miss Weldon was later in 
vaude for quarter century. Under 
her real name of Elizabeth Martin 
she was one-half of an oldtime bur- 
lesk team of Murray and Martin. 
She was doing pix bits until stricken. 





HARRIET L. TAYLOR 


Mrs. Harriet Leaman Taylor, 98, 
died Aug. 22, in Boston, after a long 
illness. She was singer in late 80s, 
with long career here and in Eu- 
rope with her brother, the late 
Charles Leaman. 

Survived by a sister, Mrs. Herbert 
Bowl, and a nephew, Victor Lea- 
man, both of London, 





HAROLD S. BISHOP 
Harold S. Bishop, 56, Rochester, 
N. Y., portrait artist and scenic de- 
signer, died Aug. 10 of a heart at- 


Charles B. Dillingham 


Aug. 30, 1934 


“Gone, but not forgotten” 


R. H. B. 





tack while visiting friends at Cana- 
dice Lake. Early in his career he 
taught voice and painting. 

He leaves his widow, two sons, 
daughter, mother, brother and two 
sisters. 





HENRI CHOMETTE 


Henri Chomette, brother of Rene 
Clair, French film director now in 
Hollywood, died recently in Rabat, 
Morocco, according to word received 
in Vichy, France, Aug. 19. 

Long active in French film circles, 
Chomette had also directed but was 
better known as a technical expert. 





W. A. HAAS 


W. A. (Uncle Bill) Haas, showman 
for 50 years and former manager of 
the Ambassador hotel theatre, Los 
Angeles, died Aug. 16 in Pasadena, 
Cal., where he had been a resident 
since 1914. 

Surviving are two daughters. 





JAMES M. LEASIA 


James M. Leasia, 72, one of the 
oldest of Michigan’s film exhibitors, 


MEMORY OF 


a great actor 


WILMER WALTE 


who passed away August 23rd, 1941 


Wilmer Walter for six years played 


the title role of 


DAVID HARUM 


over the N.B.C. Red network 


This remembrance is a tribute from his sponsor 


B. T. Babbitt, Inc., New York 





Rector of the first band to play on 





— 


died Aug. 19 in Detroit following a 
stroke. He was owner of the Castle 
and Dunbar theatres. 

Leaves widow and two daughters, 





ANTHONY ETRI 
Anthony ‘Bus’ Etri, member of 





72, known in. 


Charlie Barnet’s orchestra, was 
killed in an auto crash in Hollywood, 
Aug. 21. 

Further details in Orchestra sec- 
tion. 





TONY AMBROSE 
Tony Ambrose, 38, dance band 
leader, died at Sharon, Pa., Aug. 21, 
after an operation. 





Kenneth Sisson, Jr., 14-year-old 
son of the radio director, composer 
and arranger, died Aug. 21 in Mary 
Immaculate hospital, Jamaica, 
Queens, N.Y. He had been ill two 
months. Besides his parents, a 
brother survives. 





Mrs. Beulah Rice, mother of 
Grantland Rice, sports writer, died 
Aug. 22 in Nashville. 


~ 

















Filmers In Army 


an COntinued from page 3 








sociate story editor at Paramount, 
was highlighted by a mishap, the 
loss of a pair of pants—his only pair 
—which kept him indoors for a spell 
Stage Training 
Camp Upton, L. L., Aug. 26. 

Military school locale of George 
Abbott's legit production of ‘Brother 
Rat’ apparently had a salutary effect 
on the soldierly qualities of Gary 
Merrill, who appeared in it. He won 
first place last week in the manual 
of arms contest which concluded 
three weeks of basic military train- 
ing for 127 members of the perma- 





nent personnel here. Merrill, 26, 
was also in Abbott’s ‘See My 
Lawyer.’ 





MARRIAGES 


Bessie Geraldine Metcalfe to Rich- 
ard Davis, in Calgary, Alberta, 
Canada, recently. He’s a member of 
The Vagabond Cowboys, quartet 
aired over a Calgary station. 

Irene Chargot to Dr. Edward Bien, 
in Detroit, Aug. 19. Ske’s the 
idaughter of Michael J. Chargot, film 
circuit owner, and active in the man- 





agement of several theatres in 
Detroit. 
Katherine Holdren to Howard 


Teitelbaum, in Grosse Pointe, Mich., 
Aug. 21. Bride is stepdaughter of 
Victor Kolar, director of the Detroit 
Symphony Orchestra. 

Martha High to Thomas Snowden, 
in Rocky Mount, N. C., Aug. 17. He’s 
program director of WEED, Rocky 





Mount. 

Rosebud Scowcroft to Carl Grey- 
son, in Ogden, Utah, Aug. 15. He 
is announcer for KSL, Salt Lake 
City. 

Lois Delano, continuity, KIRO, Se- 
attle, to Colvin C. Kitchener, none 
pro, in Seattle, Aug. 15. 
| Nancy Nussbaum to Russell J. 


| Scott, in New York, Aug. 23, Bride 
|is a daughter of Berthold M. Nuss- 
| baum, v.p. of Lambert & Feasley 
| advertising agency. 

| Louise King to Jimmy Both, in 
| Chicago, July~29, Bride is vocalist 
| with the Lucky Strike Hit Parade; 
he’s an NBC musician. 

| Lydia Perera to Wil Marcus, in 
New York, Aug. 19. Groom is in the 
CBS publicity department; bride has 
| been appearing on the same net- 
| work's television programs. 

| Muriel Gray to Sydney M. Kaye, 
in Hillsdale, N. Y., Aug. 21. Lawyer 
| is v.p. of Broadcast Music, Inc. 
|bride was advertising manager of 
|The Nation. 


BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. William Kir-Stimon, 
| daughter, in Chicago, Aug. 19. Father 
is with WBBM (Chicago) press staff. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Gross, daughter, 
in Hollywood, Aug. 17. Father is an 
executive producer at Universal. 

Mr. and Mrs, John Detlie (Vero- 
nica Lake), daughter, in Hollywood, 
Aug. 21. Mother is screen actress; 
father an art director at Metro. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bennett Cerf, son, 
in New York, Aug. 20. Father is 
the publisher (Random House); 
mother is the former Phyllis Fraser, 
writer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Ed Dukoff, son, in 
New York, Aug. 16. Father is a 
publicist. 

Mr. and Mrs. Earle Immel, daugh- 
ter, in Los Angeles, Aug. 19. Father 
is musician at Universal. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Wolever, Jr., 
daughter, Aug. 19, in Nashville. 
Father is program director at WSIX, 
Nashville: 

Mr. and Mrs. A. Mike Vogel, son, 
Aug. 25, in N. Y. He’s on M. P. 
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__ FDR’s Way 


— Continued from page 1 | hours, although with the double shift 


‘picked it up in Norfolk.’ 


plained he 
that a 


It is understood, however, 


representative of the National Press | 
Club called on the British Embassy | which, 


about a luncheon for the Duke of 
Windsor, who is to be here in Sep- 
tember, and there was some half- 
joking remark made about another 
‘famous personage’ bound for Ameri- 
ca. with Churchill hinted at. The 
press club rep is said to have in- 
formed Farr who did some further 
checking and whose speculative 
story coincided with an announce- 
ment in Parliament that Churchill 
was away. What Farr did get in 
Norfolk, it is understood, was a few 
details of the meeting, which he 
combined with what he knew about 
the two men to make a color story 
that again made the American cor- 
respondents mad—they were sure 
the Daily Mail had a man on the 
boat. 

Stings from their desks had the 
White House newshawks in Maine 
so hopping mad that the President 
had considerably more difficulty 
than usual in placating them upon 
his arrival from the conference, al- 
though no group of men in the 
country is more ardently devoted to 
Roosevelt than those who cover his 
daily activities. He scheduled a 
quick press conference and when 
the boys came on board threw his 
arms around veteran correspondent 


Mike Hennessy, pushing him down | 
Then, | 


in the Presidential chair. 
mocking the tones and words with 
which he inevitably opens press con- 
ferences, he declared: ‘Mike Hen- 
nessy says there is no news.’ 
Cooperative—Plus 


A bit more playfulness and the | 


lads were calmed. Later came an- 


other one of those instances which | 


endear the President to 
men. <A correspondent 
that they needed a bit 
get their stories off and would miss 
the Presidential special returning 
Roosevelt to Washington. ‘How 
much time do you need?,’ the Chief 
Exec queried. ‘Half hour,’ was the 
reply. 
agreed the President. 


newspaper- 
complained 
of time to 


Actually, the 


nation’s chieftain and his entire 
party of officials, waited an hour 
at the President’s order expressly 


for the 
stories. 

It's things like that that never fail 
to amaze foreign newsmen who 
cover the President. Another evi- 
dence of his thoughtfulness occurred 
last fall when the Capital cor- 
respondents accompanied him on his 
train to Philadelphia for an inspec- 
tion of the Navy Yard. Train arrived 
late in the evening on a siding far 
down in South Philadelphia near the 
Yard. Quite certain the newsmen 
wouldn't relish sitting there all 
evening, the President arranged with 
the Philly police for a call-and-de- 
livery service by radio squad cars 
to take his boys uptown and bring 
"em back when they were ready. 

Esteem of the White House cor- 
respondents for Roosevelt, instead 
of sinking with the passing of time, 
as has almost invariably happened 
with past presidents, has grown 
with familiarity. 


newsmen to write their 


‘Okay, we'll wait 45 minutes,’ | 


versions of plays, tab musicals and 
other types of diversion. Occa- 
sionally, the shows are put om in 
the factories in ionger versions after 


lunch-period entertainment 


ja may 

|fall at 10 p.m, 
Aside from the ENSA shows, 
of course. are free. Miss 


| Fields said regular variety houses 
|in the provinces are also operating 
full blast and doing tremendous 
business. Half an hour after the all- 
clear signal sounds in 
blitzed industrial areas, 


| the theatres are full. 


| Talented Factory Hands 

| Great new source of talent de- 
| veloping, Miss Fields remarked, is 
j|among the factory girls themselves. 
| They are providing their own enter- 
| tainment in many cases from among 
people in their own ranks, some of 
| whom have surprising ability. ‘I ex- 
|pect England will develop many 
new performers after the war is over 
|from these girls who are getting 
| their first taste of show business,’ she 
declared. 

Miss Fields’ initial performance 
was in the factory in her home town, 
Rochdale, where she herself worked 
as a girl of 14. She also made a 
{number of appearances on battle- 
| ships at Scapa Flow and did one big 


she declared, 


contert at Albert Hall in London be- | 


fore returning to the United States. 








the heavily- | 








| Bills Next Week 


| 
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|} Caesar & Rosita ' Hi-Hat 
| Buster Keim Kev Pete Werman Ore 
| Blinstrub’s Lucitie Grey 
| Karl Ronde Ore or Fe 

a .s P | 

“ = : | Hotel Bradford 
Boyd Heathen | peal 

Paul Kirkland Circus Room) 


‘Townsends Florence Hallman 


Jack & Lorraine Runkie & Lambert 
Casa Manana Hotel Essex 
Hal Miller Ore Ernest Murray Ore 

Aulger Bros ' Billy Kelly. 
| Louise Sherwood lack Manning 
) Karl Grege oe —— 

Jane Giddings la oe eo 
Jean Carle ple resid he 
. Rita Henderson 

| Club Mayfair Hotel Gardner 
Ranny Weeks Ore Rurt Shaw 
Bernie Bennett O Evalyn Harvey 


George LiblL= Rev 


Cookie Bowers 


Hotel Sheraton 


Richard Adrian 8 (Sky Garden) 
Doris Abbott Don Dudley Ore 
Hotel Statler 


Club Vanity Fale 


(Cafe Ronge) 


Kai Nira Ore Salvy Cavicchio Ore 
Stella Ray . . 
Steak leans Hotel Westminster 


(Roof Garden) 
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Gracie Fields — 
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turning to England next April. She 
plans to fulfill a promise to go to 
Australia in September, 1942. 

Miss Fields said that some 
small entertainment units are now 
touring England. Performers get a 
minimum of £4 and a maximum 
of £10 weekly, with the name play- 
ers working for free. Show of 
every conceivable type, have been 
Organized by Basil Dean, who heads 
ENSA (Entertainers National Serv- 
ice Association), Miss Fields said. 

Luncheon Vaudeville 

Most of the shows run from half 

hour to an hour and are given in 


500 


factory canteens during lunch pe- | 
riods, she explained. They are con- 
sidered by government heads as 


important morale builders. 

‘The Girls—they make up most of 
the British factory workers now— 
usually are packed as tight as sar- 
dines and are munching their lunch 
as they stand watching the concerts,’ 
the variety and film star said. 
‘Stages usually consist of makeshift 
Platforms and often there are the 
noises of machinery in the back- 
ground, but neither audiences 
performers seem to mind and the 
entertainment is splendily re- 
ceived.’ 

In addition 
Miss 
up 


variety entertain- 
declared Dean 


giving abbreviated 


to 
Fields 
troupes 


ers 


set 


nor | 


has | 


j; Joey Luce 
: Timmy Mellale Ore 
Cocoanut Grove Harry Drake Rev 
Mickey Alpert Ore | Tanner & Thomas 
|} Don Rico Cre Muriel Daniels 
Wally Wanwger Rev Bob Flynch 
Hilly Paine Johnny Argo 
Marianne Francis Hal Freed 
Amapola Lopez Noel Sherman Gls 
| Enrico Novello Hotel Ritz Carleton 
bowery gi \ | (Ritz Roof) 
.eith Clarke | 
Dick Rogers Orc 
(Melody Lounge) Dr Giovanni 
Marjorie Garretson | Mills Bros 
j|Herb Lewis |} Adrienne 
|} Crawford House International Casino 
| Ray Collins Cre Henri Jobert Ore 
Miriam Johnsen The Cave 
Crawfordettes Ralph Porras Ore 
Carole Hail leek Fisher 
Ray Miles { ara Doriva 
Joan Petty Bfaeeas & Lillian 
Fox & Hounds «' a & Corral 
Milten George Ore (| I 1 Barry 
Anchorage Re H el 
Hugh Me on Ore Babe Khodes 
Maynard Deans Kennywood Park 
Arlington Loadge Del Courtney Ore 
Phil Cavezza Urc ebine Milton 
Balconades POO. ae we > 
i? r I ‘ ne 
Buddy Carlson Orc Delis 
Bill Green's Rob Moonar 
EK Hoagland Ore Faludss 
Don Burke New Perr 
Boogie-Woogie Club) Ralph Alien Ore 
fo00g Shernian Leon & Dawn 
Maxie 3S ion Budd, Bireh 
Harry Comorada Janet Lee 
Buddy Blaine } Flash Davis 
tubby Miller Ida Jane 
Reggie Dvorak . 
iru Bx Nixon Cafe 
Cork aod Bottle Ai Marisco Ore 
Lloy Ox Bol eY 
Colonial ( Ge d 
Eddie Weit Or« \ y Jane Browr 
Gerry Richards Blar haros 
. iol P: 
Eddie Peyton's » . 
Art Schaniberg Or« Not House 
Mildred Sega! she Walker O 
Eddie Peyton fed Blake 
. avo Me ntock (le ge Gregg 
arion Muller hve n Ne . 
‘ 
7 Evergreens p ak 
\é file 
Ix Burke Clawin 
kk Valance Bobby Annis Orc 
Nancy Grey Stu Braden 
Hotel Fort Pitt Pines 
Ken Bailey Or¢ Howard Becker Ore 
Johnny Mitchell Mae Harris 
Horry Walton Trelen 
Hotel Henry Yachtsmen 
(silver Grill ancy Gardner 
Stan Rucker 4 George Webber 
(Gay 90's) Yacht Club 
Dorotny Nesbiit H Middleman Ore 
Gordan , Sav 
Hotel Tih Avenue Seghiarein ter beats 
> Rollette & Dorothea 
Mess Satinders 
] a lola i rerguron 
Jele la remo Act 
Everett Havdr mt . Seaton 
Hetty De nahoe -hiries eile 
Al Devin } Sky-Vue 
. . ld : « 
Evergreen Gardens | '€°°% Aten ethe 
Reveiers tnion Grill 
Sam Sweet Art Yurello 
Alice Sone Frank Natale 
| Zelda Mike Sandreito 


| Wicked Willies Villa Madrid 


Hotel Koosevelt Erzi Covato Ore 
| Johnny Kaaihue Mark Lane 
Royal Hawiians Clit Winenhill 
| 2 Co-Eds 

Hotel Wm Penn a 
(Continental Bar) | Peter Higgins 

> 9 Key Taylor 
| Wanda 
| Escarts West View Park 

Merry-Go-Round Ruzz Ashton Cre 
Penn Rurton ¢ Torrence & VY 


WIND CAUSES $12,600 





Lynchburg, Va., Aug. 26. 
Wind flattened four tents, includ- 
ing big top, of Russell Bros. circus 
when it played Richmond recently. 
Damage to equipment was estimated 
at $12,600 to $15,000. 


Blow occurred in midst of after- 


|dred onlookers escaped serious in- 


DAMAGE TO RUSSELLS 


noon performance, and several hun-| yyome Journal. she is asked. 





| Literati 





Mrs. F. D. R. on U. S. Pix 
Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt doesn’t 
| want censorship of pix, even to put 


| Uncle Sam's best foot forward in|! 


| South America, says she. In her 
| question and answer page, titled, ‘If 
| You Ask Me,’ in September Ladies’ 
‘Do you 
| believe we should censor movies for 


jury. A lion’s cage upset, but ani-/export to avoid a false impression 


| mal didn’t escape. Show played that | of the United States to South Amer- | 
night with only a canvas sidewall, | jeg% 


but management hoped to have new 
tops to finish season. 





Beatty Plans Circus 


Featuring His Animals 


Dayton, O., Aug. 26. 
Presently appearing with the 
Johnny Jones carnival, Clyde Beatty 
expects to put a 15-car circus on the 





mal acts but including regulation 
circus acts also. 

He plans to tour the early part of 
the season, then join the carnival to 


| play fair dates. 








House Reviews 


Continued from page 45 


HAMID’S PIER, A. C. 


(HIPPODROME) 








‘Sal's Got A Wooden Leg.’ Act ends 
with Maynard doing a series of 
rope tricks which brought him tre- 
mendous applause at this catching 
Sunday (24). 

Roecker, in white trousers anc 
double-breasted blue coat, sings ‘The 
Ranger ~~ and Paul Whiteman’s 
version of ‘Road to Mandalay,’ en- 
coring with ‘Did Your Mother Com« 
From Ireland.’ Crowd liked him 
Joey Ross and Gladys Bennett dc 





cracks. Her baby talk appeals. 
Hareld Boyd, dressed as a gob 

and Three Jigsaws, huskies in con- 

| servative blue suits, kept audience 

|roaring with guffaws at their dizz; 

lantics and acrobatics. 

Grace Drysdale entertains 


with 


smart marionet turn in which she 
| makes the dolls perform various 
|dances. She finally comes out and 


| does a dance of her own which was 
| well received. 
Other attractions on pier include 
|} Vaughn Monroe’s and Eddy Mor- 
|gan’s orchs, Terrell Jacobs’ circus 
| and ‘fun house.’ Carter. 


| OLYMPIA, MIAMI 
| Miami, Aug. 20. 
Barbara Ray, Ginger 
Karyl, Will 
Harry Reser 


Roscoe Ates, 
Dulo, Iris 
Ahearn, 


and 
House 


Gladys 


‘Barnacle- Bill (M-G). 

| With Roscoe Ates proving the b.o 
magnet, and a supporting bill that 
has its moments, Olympia can rings 
this up as one of the best shows it 
has unveiled this summer. 

| <Ates is obviously on a goodwill 
junket, even going so tar as to plug 
current and future releases. But at 


+ 
‘ 


got something more than 
a ‘really it’s so good to be able to 
work before a real live audience 
again’ line of drivel. Monolog isn’t 
exactly calculated to hypo ’em inte 
hysterics, but it’s moderately comi- 


least he’s 


cal. Oddly enough Ates seemingly 
is anxious to shy away from his 
familiar stuttering routine, giving 


impression he wants public to know 
it’s adopted and not an affliction. 
Raises point of whether or not this 
lis good showmanship. Very notice- 


lable that occasional tongue slips got | 


| biggest laughs. Barbara Ray, femme 
|} foil, is on for brief exchange, and 
}remainder of turn is devoted t 
fooling with a fiddle 


| Sleight of hand feats « 
can be picked up in any 


if Glen Pope 


magic shop 


but obvious simplicity of his illu- 
|sions is covered up by a depre- 
ciating line of chatter that keeps ‘en 
gigevling. Opening shov he got 
gummed up in couple of tri but 
talked himself out of snarl, leavin; 
most undecided as to whether he 
did it on purpose or not. 
Mannerisms and vocal style of 


Ginger Dulo is too close a carbon of 


' 

| Martha Raye. Not only is resem- 
| blance very noticeable but she ha 
j to top it off with a full-fledged an 
|nounced imitation of the wide- 
|mouthed warbler. Miss Dulo will 
do better to coast on her own tal- 
lents because she’s got lots on the 


ball once she gets away from those 


usually be counted on to turn in ¢é 
creditable performance. Both are 
adept at rope twirling, hoofing and 
!warbling. Will has a new mono tc 





, #0 with his rope-spinning single 
| that gets plenty of guffaws. 
Opener is Iris Karyl, a luscious 


| looking tapster. Glorious gams, but 
tapping is tepid. 
Full house with 


caught ‘(Wednesday) 


wher 
Leslie. 


standees 


road next season, featuring his ani- 


‘I have a great objection to cen- 
sorship,’ she answers. ‘I would far 
|rather see us doing a constructive 
|job of producing movies which tell 
the truth about this country and 
'really give the South American 
people some idea of what our prob- 
| lems are and what we are trying to 
ido to meet them.’ 





Can’t Sell Answers to Contests 

Cease order was hung by a New 
York court 
which has been a 


last week on a practice | yews 
tremendous head- | 18 


|died last week (18). Trustees are 
|Tom C. Gooch, v.p. and editor; Al- 
| bert Swinsky, Jr., advertising di- 
rector, and John W. Runyon, adver- 


| tisng manager. 
| Under the terms of the will, eight 


|}members of the staff of the paper, 
|including the trustees, and several 
| relatives of Kiest will share in the 


estate 


j 


LITERATI OBITS 


| John B. Main, 40, veteran news- 
paperman, who had been a member 
lof the staff of the N. Y. Journale 
| American for the past six months, 
| died of a heart attack Aug. 19 at his 
j}home in Ramsey, N. J. 
| Guy Emory, Spartanburg 
| Herald-Journal circulation 
| killed in automobile crash. 
Chester E. Hutchins, national ad- 
vertising manager, Savannah (Ga.) 
and Evening Press, died Aug, 


c. t.3 
man, 


ache for a number of years now to} 
| newspapers running puzzle contests. 


, Federal Judge Simon H. Rifkind 
granted a temporary injunction to 
the Philadelphia Record ordering | 





; nent injunction, 


entertaining dance, songs and wise- | 


| $500 a week, which included ‘bed 
|and breakfast.’ 

| Naturally the other American 
correspondents have been casting 


Orch; | 


Raye touches. Arrangements anc 
asides are socko and she has an |} 
arresting personality. 

| Wil and Gladys Ahearn can 


| the daily. | 


i 


Jules Leopold, proprietor of the Puz- | 
zlers Research Bureau, to stop sell- | 
ing solutions to puzzles published by | 

Court held that people who go into | 
prize contests automatically enter 
into a contractual relationship with 
the contest managers, because, in 
submitting their entries, they sig- 
nify acceptance of rules and condi- 
tions laid down. Those who offer 
for sale the answers to puzzles, 
Judge Rifkind declared, induce a 
‘breach of contract’ and improperly 
interfere with the business of run- 
ning the contest. 

The Record is demanding a perma- | 
Latter will be de- 





cided by a trial. 


Envious of N. Y¥Y. Times’ Scribes 


J. B. Howse, 46, publisher South- 
western News, Houston, Texas, died 
recently. 

Warren S. Hastings, 75, for 30 odd 
years an Albany newspaperman, 
died in Methodist Hospital, Brook- 
lyn, Aug. 22. 

Harry L. Izer, 63, editor of the 
Durand (Mich.) Express, which he 
acquired from his father in 1910, 
died Aug. 21 at his home in Durand, 
He leaves wife and daughter. 


James M. West, 70, president of 
the Dallas Journal and the Austin 
Tribune Newspaper Publishing Co., 
died. in Kansas City Aug. 24 of a 
heart attack. West, also an oil man, 
was reputedly worth between $30,- 
000,000-$50,000,000. 

Silas Calvin Cutler, 76. publisher 
of the Hackettstown, (N.J.) Gazette 
since 1925, died Aug. 22 at his home 


in Hacketstown, after a 10-day ill- 
| ness. 
Fred M. Hammett, 82, dean of 


When Fleet Street ‘(newspaper 
row of London) was blitz»d some 
time ago, among others to suffer was 
the New York Times’ office. Paper 
promptly moved the entire staff to 
a topnotch hotel, where they were 
comfortably ensconced at a cost of | 


envious eyes upon this lucky crowd, 
| which has resulted in continuous 
j}and persistent requests for higher 
| 
| 
' 


wages. They have a strong argu- 
'ment to place before their publish- 
ers, based on the fact the of 
living in London at present is twice 
what it was before the conflict. 


cost 


PM Replating 

PM, which months ago adopted a 
one-edition has 
started to replate pages one, two and 
three during the press run for 
portant news break In most c 
lift catches tail-end of the 
run, but some days extra copies are 
printed several! hours after the regu- 
lar run has been PM 
goes to press around 7 a.m. 


policy, recently 
im- 
ases 
the 


un the 


completed. 


Weldon James, of the foreign 
news department, went to England 
in a bomber last week to replace 
| Ben Robertson, sheet’s London cor- 


respondent, for a six-week’s stretch. 
Publisher Ralph Ingersoll has ar- 
rived in Moscow and has made sev- 
eral broadcasts from there. 


- —_—— 


~ 


‘anadian Weekly Folds 
Watrous, Sask., Signal, 

tablished ir 1908. 

31, and bi 


local 


we ekly e 


cease 


Y I ( - 
pul iICa 
isines was sold 


tion July 


to the otner paper, 
: s Manitou 

E. Leon Garrett, for the past eight 
editor and 
Watrous, ha 


a pilot officer in the Royal Canadian 


Air Force. 


vears 


American Boy Suspends 
The American Boy, for many 
erations a juvenile publication, sus- 
pended with the combined issue of 
July-August. 
At the same time, Elmer P. Grier- 
son, president-treasurer of Sprague 
Publications, Inc., filed a petition of 


gen- 


| bankruptcy in the Federal Court in | 


Detroit and 


liabilities 


listing assets of $9,191 
of $133,389. 


Trustees for Dallas T-H 
Control of and management of the 


| Times-Herald Publishing Co., Dallas, | 


and subsidiaries, including station 


| KRLD there, passed into the hands | 


of three trustees, long-time em- 
ployes, who were named in the will 
of Edwin J. Keist, publi 


her, who 


Newport, R.I., newspaper man, died 
at Newport, Aug, 22 after a long ill- 
ness. He became associated with 
the Newport Daily News in 1882 and 
has been with the paper 56 years 
until his retirement in 1938. He was 
managing editor when he retired. 


CHATTER 


‘ . ° 
Savannah (Ga.) Daily Times has 
suspended as daily and will resume 

publication soon as weekly. 
Jeff Davis, Hedda 


formerly on 


| Hopper’s staff, sold ‘The Guy in the 


Coat,’ a tale of show busi- 
Collier's. 

‘Botany Bay,’ 
Nordhoff and James Norman Hall 
for Paramount, will be run as a 
erial in the Satevepost. 

R. B. Davis of the Enfield 
(N. C.) Progre: was struck by a 
cyclist Wilmington, N. C., and 
suffered a 


fractured leg 
Stella Adler 


lectures te 


Preacher 
ness, to 


written by Charles 
editor 
at 
of 


the 
of 


writing a 
used this fall in 
at the New School] 
arch New York. 

Stanley Silberman, copywriter 
with the Raymond Spector ad 
agency, has placed a chile book, 


eries 


pe 
drama 


Social 


course 


Rese in 


’ , 
iren 


‘Dexter,’ with Simon & Schuster. 

Cecelia Ager is taking a vacation 
from her chores as motion picture 
editor of the New York daily, PM, 
to visit her family in Hollywood. 

Joseph D tavotto, UP and 
VaRIETY corres¢™ident in Madrid 
and prior to that stationed in Paris 
and Vichy, has been shifted to Lis- 
bor 

Constance Hope, who handles 
many of the Met's sta! publicity, 
V ll have a book entitled ‘Public 

Bracol iblished by Bobbs- 


is 
Merrill, Sept. 22. 
‘Dakar,’ by 
pondent 
Contract 
the manu- 


Random House rushing 
Emil Lengyel, foreign corre 
of N. Y. Times, into print 
calls for completion of 
script by Sept. 10. 

Vincent Sheean, whose first 
American novel, ‘Bird of the Wilder- 
ness, was published by Random 
House. Aug. 21, was expected to ar- 
rive for the publication, but unable 
to leave London. 

Ray Brecht, formerly Harrisburg 
(Pa.) correspondent for the Phila- 
delphia Evening Bulletin, becomes 
the paper’s Washington correspon- 
dent Sept. 15, succeeding Ted Wilcox, 
who will return to the regular staff. 





O'Neill Spencer, drummer with 
John Kirby for past four years, left 
that group recently and has signed a 
contract to play -with Louis Arms 

| strong’s band. Joins outfit tomorrow 
(28) in. Texas. 
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ALEXANDER KORDA < 
Show Business is Agog with that excited feeling that 
spreads like lightning from Hollywood to Broadway when 


a great, history-making picture is about to break! 
The tip-off is from the reviewers who are 100% unanimous... 


~-MERLE OBERON 


ALAN MARSHAL + JOSEPH COTTEN + HANS YARAY + GEORGE REEVES 
with JOHN HALLIDAY + SARA ALLGOOD and EDNA MAY OLIVER 


Directed by Julien Duvivier. Original story by Julien Duvivier and L. Bush- 
Fekete. Screenplay and dialogue by Ben Hecht and Sam Hoffenstein. 
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